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Weekly News Brief

Friday, December 20, 2002

Beginning today, we will be distributing this newsletter each Friday to ISM families to keep you better informed of school events, field trips, requests for volunteer participation, class meetings, Free Dress and Site work day schedules, staff and student birthdays, and other pertinent topics as they arise.  So take a read…over a steaming cup of java or the smooth taste of eggnog during your holiday break and begin the New Year well informed!

1. New Flyer Distribution Process:  Beginning immediately, parent flyers, notices, etc. will be distributed through the students’ folders on Mondays and Fridays ONLY.  Teachers and parents are asked to submit material for distribution by 12 Noon of the previous day, e.g., Friday @ Noon for Monday afternoon distribution and Thursday @ Noon for end of week distribution.  Please keep this schedule in mind when communicating to parents.  Exception: As is currently done, information pertaining to health notices or emergencies will be distributed immediately regardless of the day! 


2. Departing Students:  We sadly bid “adieu, adios, and a fond farewell” to departing students Caleb Brennan (Gr. 3), Dusty (K/1) & Danny (Gr. 2) Jones, Abbie (Gr. 3) & Daniel O’Gorman (K/1), and Jor-el Vaasborg (Gr. 4/5).  Caleb and his family will be relocating to Australia, Abbie and Daniel to England, Dusty and Danny to Kentucky, and Jor-el will be transitioning back to home schooling.  We wish them all well and great success in their new schools!  We look forward to hearing updates on their progress!

3. Annual ISM Parent Survey:  As a means of soliciting parent feedback, we request that you take a moment to complete the attached ISM Parent Survey and return it to the Admin Office by Friday, January 10, 2003.  Your individual and collective feedback is very important to us and allows us to continually improve the quality of service and education that we provide to ISM students and their families.

4.
Ms. Dawson’s New Addition:  Exciting developments are “afoot” in the Dawson household as they are preparing to welcome a new addition later this spring!  Please join us in congratulating her and her family!  Effective Thursday, January 30, 2003, Maria will begin an extended maternity leave with plans to return to her teaching post for the 2003-2004 school year. 

5. Scholastic Book Fair:  Due to the tremendous involvement of the ISM community, we surpassed our sales goal of $3000 for the Scholastic Book Fair!  As a result, we earned over $2000 credit for additional Scholastic books for the library and individual classrooms!  We are one step closer to making ISM’s library a tangible reality!  Hats off to all of you who contributed either by purchasing books, donating funds, volunteering, or all of the above!  Mrs. Sally Burns, our multi-talented 1st Grade teacher, is well deserving of kudos for serving as the Book Fair coordinator.  Now, the Library committee will convene to tag and sort books, “laminate” covers, and establish a book loan process.

6.
Release and Consent Form re: Fundraising Promotional Materials:  To aid in our fundraising efforts, we are requesting that parents read and sign the attached Release and Consent Form and again, return it to the Admin Office by Friday, January 10, 2003.  This will give ISM and the ISM Foundation the flexibility to use students’ images for marketing and fundraising purposes, in print, audio, and video media, such as school brochures, video montages, website updates, yearbooks, and the like.  We thank you for your understanding.

7.
 Volunteers Needed for ISM Pizza Booth @ First Night Celebration:  Once again this year, we are looking for a “few good folks” to help man/woman ISM’s fundraising booth at the First Night Celebration on New Year’s Eve, Tuesday, December 31st.  Two (2) hour shifts are available beginning at 3:00 until 11:30 p.m.  (Note: the last shift is 2 1/2 hours long.)  ISM Board Chair, Paul Gaucher, is coordinating this volunteer and fundraising effort.  So, if interested in bringing in the New Year at First Night AND supporting ISM, please contact Paul at either 394-1395 or pgaucher8@sbcglobal.net.  Last year, volunteers had so much fun they routinely stayed well past their two hour shifts and helped to raise over $1000!  So, the challenge is out to surpass that goal this year!  P.S.  Volunteers will just be taking money and distributing pizza; no pizza-making skills necessary!

8.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR JANUARY 2003

	
	ISM EVENT HAPPENINGS
	

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	School Resumes
	Monday, Jan. 6, 2003
	8:00 a.m.

	ISM Foundation Meeting   
	2nd Thurs. each mo., Jan. 9, 2003   
	5:30 p.m.

	ISM Board Meeting
	2nd Thurs. each mo., Jan. 9, 2003   
	7:00 p.m.

	Saturday Work Day
	2nd Sat. each mo., Jan. 11, 2003
	9:00 a.m. - Noon

	Open House 
	Sunday, January 12, 2003
	1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

	M. L. King, Jr. Holiday
	Monday, January 20, 2003
	No School!

	Free Dress Friday
	Last Friday ea. mo., Jan. 24, 2003
	8:00 – 3:00 

	Ms. Dawson’s Last Day
	Thursday, January 30, 2003
	Good Luck!

	End 2nd Quarter
	Friday, January 31, 2003
	


The faculty and staff of the International School wish all of you a wonderful holiday season - full of wonderful moments and special times spent with loved ones!  We look forward to seeing you all again in 2003 – revived and refreshed for the second half of the year!  HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
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