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Weekly News Brief

Friday, January 10, 2003

Welcome again to our 2nd issue of the weekly newsletter distributed to ISM parents each Friday. For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, the weekly news briefs (and any referenced forms, surveys, and material) will be available electronically.

1. REMINDER: New Flyer Distribution Process: Parent flyers, notices, etc. are distributed through the students’ folders on Mondays and Fridays ONLY.  Teachers and parents are asked to submit material for distribution by 12 Noon of the previous day, e.g., Friday @ Noon for Monday afternoon distribution and Thursday @ Noon for end of week distribution. Exception: As is currently done, information pertaining to health notices or emergencies will be distributed immediately regardless of the day! 


2. Annual ISM Parent Survey:  We are interested in hearing from you!  However, only 40% of our parent base has completed and returned the ISM Parent Survey.  Therefore, we are extending the deadline to Monday, January 13th in hopes of generating greater response.  Your individual and collective feedback is very important to us and allows us to continually improve the quality of service and education that we provide to ISM students and their families!


3. Math-A-Thon:  Beginning January 13th, ISM will once again be conducting a Math-A-Thon benefiting St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. The Math-A-thon is designed to strengthen basic math skills as well as provide an opportunity to build character and self-esteem through helping others.  The students will be introduced to the program at Monday’s assembly and will receive a packet containing permission forms that day.  They will also receive an age-appropriate Math Funbook containing 200-250 math problems and will seek pledges for math problems completed. Students will then have approximately two weeks to complete the problems, collect their pledges, and return them to school.  School-wide participation is encouraged as the Math-A-Thon meets our community service goals, yet this program is completely voluntary.


4. Hot Lunches Benefit CA Reads:  Sally Burns, as the CA Reads Coordinator, has scheduled two fundraiser luncheons for January at a cost of $3.50 per student.  The first, a Chinese food lunch (provided by a local Chinese restaurant), will be offered on Wednesday, January 15th.  The second, a spaghetti meal on Wednesday, January 29th, is graciously being donated by John Nahas, parent of Anthony Nahas (K/1).  Advance orders are required for both lunches: Tuesday, January 14th for the Chinese lunch and Tuesday, January 28th for the spaghetti lunch.

5. ISM Arts Initiative:  Tod Spedding, Grade 2 instructor, is organizing The ISM Arts Initiative, a group whose mission is to promote the arts at ISM.  All interested parents are invited to attend an organizational meeting on Thursday evening, January 16th from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. in Room 5.  This meeting will focus on brainstorming possibilities, directions, opportunities, and resources.  Please direct any questions to tspedding@ismonterey.org
6. ISM Uniform Policy / Free Dress Friday:  Please help ensure that your children are adhering to ISM’s uniform policy on a daily basis.  We firmly believe that adoption of this policy (detailed on pages 22-25 in the Parent/Student handbook) enhances the learning environment at ISM and is therefore worth supporting.  Common infractions of the policy include wearing cargo pants, shoes with designs / colors, collarless shirts, and clothing colors other than solid khaki or navy.  Students are encouraged to express their personal style on Free Dress Fridays which are themed dress days scheduled for the last Friday of the month.  (Note: See grid below for correction.)

7. Yearbook:  Preparations are now underway for ISM’s 2002-03 Yearbook.  If you have previous yearbook design experience or are interested in helping, please contact Kym Shenton at 649-8224.  We are also soliciting photo contributions from parents who have taken worthwhile pictures (either printed or digital) during the school year.  Photos turned into the office for the yearbook will not be returned, so please plan accordingly.

8. Ms. Dawson’s Last Day: Thursday, January 30th will be Ms. Dawson’s last day before beginning an extended maternity leave.  To our great delight, she does plan on returning to her teaching post for the 2003-2004 school year.   Arrangements for Ms. Dawson’s replacement are currently being finalized and we will inform you of our choice as soon as possible.


9. Lyceum After-school Classes:  We are expanding onsite Afterschool programming options by contracting with the Lyceum of Monterey County to offer two Art classes in our Teacher’s lounge.  Art Around the World will allow youngsters to explore and create art projects inspired by worldwide native cultures.  This 5-week class begins Monday, Jan. 27th – Mar. 3rd (no class on 2/17) from 3:15–5:15 p.m. for $65 / student.  Next, Super Shapes introduces students to the dynamic world of concentric, geometric, contour, and modular shapes and inspires creative drawings, sculptures, and mobiles.  This 4-week class from Mar. 10th – 31st will be offered from 3:15 –4:45 p.m. for $40 / student.  Registration flyers will be available next week.  Class size is limited so register early!


10. CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR JANUARY 2003

	
	ISM EVENT HAPPENINGS
	

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	Saturday Work Day
	2nd Sat. each month, January 11, 2003
	9:00 am - Noon

	Open House 
	Sunday, January 12, 2003
	1:00 – 3:00 pm

	CA Reads Chinese Lunch
	Wednesday, January 15, 2003
	11:55 am – 12:30 pm

	M. L. King, Jr. Holiday
	Monday, January 20, 2003
	No School!

	CA Reads Spaghetti Lunch
	Wednesday, January 29, 2003
	11:55 am – 12:30 pm

	Ms. Dawson’s Last Day
	Thursday, January 30, 2003
	Good Luck!

	Free Dress Friday
	Last Fri. each month, Jan. 31, 2003
	8:00 – 3:00 

	End 2nd Quarter
	Friday, January 31, 2003
	

	ISM Foundation Meeting 
	2nd Thurs. each mo., Feb. 13, 2003 
	5:30 pm

	ISM Board Meeting
	2nd Thurs. each mo., Feb. 13, 2003 
	7:00 pm


11. ISM Foundation Note:  Foundations are being inundated by requests in these economically difficult times and to differentiate grant seekers, they are increasingly requesting information as to percentage of financial contributions at the Board, Parent and Faculty/Staff levels. Most foundations won’t even consider funding organizations without a high percentage of support from those involved with the program. Currently only 60% of ISM parents have contributed financially (100% of both ISM Board and Faculty/Staff have made gifts). Direct contributions to the ISM Foundation, no matter how small, count toward this percentage. Please help us raise our chances in this very competitive environment. 
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