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Weekly News Brief

Friday, May 16, 2003
 
Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week ending May 16TH.  This news brief is distributed to the ISM community each Friday and serves as our primary communication tool.  For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, this document (and any referenced material) will be available online.  Just click on the “News” tab and scroll down to the desired News Brief date.  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!

1. SECOND ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL CAFÉ:  ISM’s 1st Grade class donned their chef hats and aprons during lunchtime today to host this year’s Second Annual International Café.  The youngsters looked adorable and quite capable as they collected participants’ $5.00 donations, helped to seat guests, and served food and drinks.  Guests were treated to homemade international cuisine enjoyed in ISM’s multipurpose room fully decorated for the event with linens, flowers, balloons, and individually-designed placemats created just for this event; the placemats are available for sale following the event for only $1.00 each.  This luncheon is a benefit event for Heifer International, a non-profit organization that provides “A Gift of Hope” in the form of livestock to families in developing nations which helps to break the cycle of poverty for these families.  We are so grateful to all the ISM community members who supported this event by providing food, labor, materials, and most of all, for enjoying this event with their children!  It goes without saying (but we shall say it anyway!)…it could not have happened without you.  This event is becoming a wonderful year-end ritual and clearly, the first graders have a terrific time!  We hope you enjoyed your meal and plan on attending again next year.  Next week, after the dust has cleared and the proceeds have been counted, we will share how much money was raised and what livestock the first graders chose to sponsor.

2. SUMMER 2003 RECREATION CHOICES:  Based on consistent inquiries this past week, we are continuing to provide information on local summer recreation and camp options.  The information provided has been updated from last week’s listing to include ISM programming as well as the addition of Pacific Oaks Children’s school.  We welcome other suggestions from the ISM community for inclusion in future news briefs, so forward any worthy recommendations to lburns@ismonterey.org. Program fliers for many of these programs are available in the admin office.
(A)
NEW! ISM Summer Programming with instructors Sally Burns and Chantel Touryan:  Ms. Sally Burns and Ms. Chantel Touryan are teaming up this summer to provide several weeks of arts and crafts programming.  A school-wide flyer was distributed this week to gauge interest in these personalized and engaging classes.  If interested, please respond to the survey or forward an email to either sburns@ismonterey.org or ctouryan@ismonterey.org. 

(B) NEW!  Pacific Oaks Children’s School Summer Program:  Play with Purpose: offering engaging hands-on, play-based activities for children.  The 9-week summer program is available on a weekly basis with each week featuring a special sub-theme of the hobbit.  

(C)  Camp SEA Lab: Science, Education, and Adventure for youth ages 8-13, www.campsealab.org, (831) 582-3681.
(B)
The Lyceum: Inspiring a life-long love of learning for PreK to Adult and Family options, www.Lyceum.org, (831) 372-6098.

(C)  City of Monterey Recreation and Community Services Department:  Offering a variety of recreation and camp programs, including Whispering Pines Day Camp, Summer Playground program at City parks, Camp Quien Sabe at Toro Park, and the Monterey Sports Center camps, (831) 646-3866.
(D)  City of Monterey Tennis Center:  Offering Tennis Camps for youth, (831) 646-3881.

(E)  YMCA Camp Programs:  Offering Yday Camp with arts and crafts, group building, swimming, daily excursions, and memories that last a lifetime for youngsters, Soccer and Basketball Camps, (831) 
373-4167.


3. hooray for harry!  For those of you who missed ordering the newest installment of the Harry Potter series, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, during our recent Scholastic Book Fair, you will have another opportunity during our special Harry Potter Book Fair being held on Wednesday, June 4th and Thursday, June 5th!  For $29.95, purchasers will receive a certificate to redeem at a local bookstore upon its release on Saturday, June 21st AND a great baseball cap.  Other Harry Potter related merchandise, to include the previous four books, will also abound at the fair, so plan on stopping by and ordering your copy.  All orders will also benefit ISM’s library, as we will earn book-purchasing credit from Scholastic Books.


4. request for art supplies:  Mr. Dvorak is planning an upcoming school-wide puppet project and would like to ask assistance in collecting needed art supplies.  Each student is asked to provide two pairs of clean tube socks (old or new-holes optional) and at least eight feet of fishing line.  The puppets will enhance the different IPC units for each class.  Please have your child bring in these supplies to their individual classrooms marked “For Mr. Dvorak”.  Thank you!


5. DRAMA PRESENTATION: HOW TO EAT LIKE A CHILD:  Parents are invited to join us for our weekly assembly on Monday, June 9th beginning at 8:10 a.m.  Mrs. Wharton, ISM’s Drama instructor, will be leading the 3rd, 4th & 5th graders in a presentation of How to Eat Like a Child.  This work is actually a musical that Mrs. Wharton and her students modified into a play.  Previous to the selection of this piece, Mrs. Wharton had been looking for months for a play suitable for the upper grades to work on with no luck when several of the 5th graders themselves suggested How to Eat Like a Child.  This is a wonderful example of the participatory and inquisitive nature of the International Primary Curriculum in action!  Having done sections of this play herself as a child, Mrs. Wharton jumped at the chance to work on it again.  Together with the 3rd & 4/5 classes, they are working quickly to get the play on its feet.  All parents are welcome to attend!


6. PROJECT E.M.A.D.:  We are once again running this appeal for Project E.M.A.D., as we believe it is an extremely worthy cause.  Please take a moment to read this request from Dr. Andy Page-Smith, Superintendent of the American School of Kuwait and his students regarding Project E.M.A.D.:

“To fellow students around the world:  With the end of hostilities in Iraq, Iraqis face the challenge of re-achieving normalcy in their lives.  This is a task that poses a specific challenge especially for millions of students in Iraq.  Recognizing this desperate situation, the American Women's League (Kuwait) and the American School of Kuwait, have started a joint community service initiative called Project E.M.A.D (Education Makes A Difference) to assist the Iraqi students in their time of need and in the future.  So how can you help?  One of the most important parts of any education is encouragement and support.  Students need to know that others believe in their ability to succeed.  To achieve this purpose, an integral part of E.M.A.D. will include emailed greetings and warm words of encouragement from students worldwide.  Every letter from every student will be appreciated.  So, we encourage students young and old from around the world to take a few minutes and send an e-mail to projectemad@ask.edu.kw.   Tell a story, give some encouragement or even just say hello.  Think of the difference it could make!  Thank you for your time and support!”  


The students of the American School of Kuwait.


7. 2002-03 ISM YEARBOOK:  The Yearbook committee is still welcoming messages of congratulation and support from parents, grandparents, guardians, aunts, uncles, pen pals, coaches, and any and all loved ones for ISM student(s) for inclusion in the 2003 yearbook.  The cost is $10 per 20 words.  These messages help to underwrite the cost of the yearbook and may be submitted to the yearbook envelope just inside the door of the admin office.  Contact Pam Hopkins or Kym Shenton for further information.

8. community fun group BEACH PARTY:  Due to overwhelming schedules, the Community Fun Group Beach Party has been cancelled for this weekend.  However, more fun-filled activities are being planned for the summer, so we will keep you informed of future developments.

9. ISM Foundation Notes: 


A. new!  lighthouse bistro fundraising dinner:  Reminiscent of a warm Mediterranean evening sitting by an oceanside café, participants at last Monday night’s fundraising dinner at the Lighthouse Bistro enjoyed a relaxed and casual social atmosphere.  The evening’s temperature was extremely moderate, especially for Monterey, and guests sipped wine, sampled the tasty Basque-influenced cuisine, and “mixed and mingled” for hours.  It was quite an enjoyable respite from one’s typically busy schedule.  Many thanks to owners Victor Gimenez and Corinne Mayer for hosting our ISM community and to Marco Poehner and Carrie Miles for coordinating such a pleasant evening on our behalf!  Oh, by the way, the event yielded an additional $600 to the ISM Foundation coffers! 

B. internAtional festival:  MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR SATURDAY, JUNE 7th FROM 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. FOR ISM’S FIRST ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL AND CARNIVAL!  In addition to carnival, food, and country booths, we now have a full entertainment line-up for day-long fun!  The schedule at press time features: DJ Al Ewing from Artisphere Entertainment from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m., an action-packed karate demonstration team from 11 – 11:30 a.m., the sultry and exotic Troupe Diva Bellydance dancers from 12 – 12:30 p.m., Mariachi Nuevo Mexico featuring Valentin Venancio Mariachi Band and Dancers, and local favorites, The Cachagua Playboys from 2 – 3 p.m., providing an energetic closing to the day’s festivities.  We are also extremely pleased to have the honorable Sam Farr, our Congressman representing District 17, as a special guest visitor between 1 and 2 p.m. on that day.  Plan on attending, bring friends, family members, neighbors, and pack your bags for an incredibly enjoyable time.

Participants of all ages are invited to bring their “passports to fun” and take a mini-world tour through International Alley featuring the cultural booths of China, India, Italy, Lebanon, Israel, Japan, and Mexico!  As youngsters travel from country to country, they will collect “visitor visas” to add to their Passport to the World masks.  Additional children’s entertainment includes a bounce house, carnival booths, and strolling characters.  Adults, too, will be thrilled with the variety of unique food and gift specialties in the International Marketplace as well as the dizzying array of Silent Auction items from “around the world and close to home”.  Live music and entertainment will fill the air and excitement will mount until afternoon’s end when the $5000 winner of the 50/50 raffle is revealed!  Enthusiastic volunteers are still needed to help set-up, break-down, and “man/woman” a booth.  If interested in assisting, please contact either Ellen Gaucher at elgaucher@sbcglobal.net or Carrie Miles at CLMiles33@aol.com,  All profits from this special event will benefit ISM.  

C. Logo clothing sales:  The clothing is here!  We are currently in the process of organizing the orders and they will be distributed no later than Tuesday, May 27th.  Many thanks to Carrie Miles and Ellen Gaucher for their efforts in this area! 

D. 50/50 DRAWING:  Please submit sold and unsold tickets to the admin office no later than Wednesday, May 28th.  Thank you! 
 
FOR POSTING AT HOME

10.

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	Memorial Day Holiday
	Monday, May 26, 2003
	No School!

	Deadline to Submit Raffle Tickets
	Wednesday, May 28, 2003
	

	International Festival and Carnival
	Saturday, June 7, 2003
	11 am – 3 pm

	ISM Board Meeting
	Thursday, June 12, 2003
	New Time: 4 pm

	ISM Foundation Board Meeting
	Thursday, June 12, 2003
	5:30 pm

	Field Day Celebration // 
Last Day of School 
	Friday, June 13, 2003
	Day-long Fun!

	Going Away Party for Miss Bunch at Via Paraiso Park 
	Sunday, June 15, 2003
	11 am

	Watch the Fourth of July Fireworks at ISM
	Friday, July 4, 2003
	Time TBA

	First Day of 2003-04 School Year
	Tuesday, September 2, 2003
	8:00 am
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