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Weekly News Brief

Friday, May 9, 2003
 
Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week ending May 9TH.  This news brief is distributed to the ISM community each Friday and serves as our primary communication tool.  For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, this document (and any referenced material) will be available online.  Just click on the “News” tab and scroll down to the desired News Brief date.  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!

1. ISM RECEIVES TWO GRANT NOTIFICATIONS IN ONE WEEK:  We are tickled to announce the receipt of two grants from local foundations: $10,000 from the Monterey Peninsula Foundation for library and text books; and $15,000 from the William McCaskey Chapman & Adaline Dinsmore Chapman Foundation to support ISM’s Spanish & Arts programs. Grants from local foundations, in addition to the parents, faculty/staff, Board members, and the ISM Foundation indicate not only the dedication of this community to support quality educational programs, but also the recognition of ISM as one of those quality programs.

2. PROJECT E.M.A.D.:  Please take a moment to read this appeal from Dr. Andy Page-Smith, Superintendent of the American School of Kuwait and his students regarding Project E.M.A.D.:

“To fellow students around the world:  With the end of hostilities in Iraq, Iraqis face the challenge of re-achieving normalcy in their lives.  This is a task that poses a specific challenge especially for millions of students in Iraq.  Recognizing this desperate situation, the American Women's League (Kuwait) and the American School of Kuwait, have started a joint community service initiative called Project E.M.A.D (Education Makes A Difference) to assist the Iraqi students in their time of need and in the future.  So how can you help?  One of the most important parts of any education is encouragement and support.  Students need to know that others believe in their ability to succeed.  To achieve this purpose, an integral part of E.M.A.D. will include emailed greetings and warm words of encouragement from students worldwide.  Every letter from every student will be appreciated.  So, we encourage students young and old from around the world to take a few minutes and send an e-mail to projectemad@ask.edu.kw.   Tell a story, give some encouragement or even just say hello.  Think of the difference it could make!  Thank you for your time and support!”  


The students of the American School of Kuwait.


3. INCREDIBLE ISM RESPONSE TO CALL FOR iraqi relief kits:  What a wonderful response to last week’s call for relief kits to benefit needy families in war-torn Iraq.  ISM students and families have assembled approximately 23 complete kits in less than a week!  Dr. Carber has generously offered to transport all of the donated relief kits to a collection station in Santa Clara this weekend to ensure that they are received prior to the May 15th deadline.  This process reflects the strengths of our curriculum on so many levels – from its inquiry-based origin as a result of the IPC “Survival” unit in grade 3 to its contribution to the world community and its further strengthening of our ISM bonds and commitment to positive action.  Once again, we thank all who contributed items or full kits to this cause, and especially, third grader Kodiak Sauer for bringing this to our attention!


4. SUMMER 2003 RECREATION CHOICES:  As the school year winds to a close and summer is fast approaching, we have been getting frequent inquiries into recreation and camp options on the Peninsula.  Listed here are several suggested choices for ISM families to consider:   
(A)  Camp SEA Lab: Science, Education, and Adventure for youth ages 8-13, www.campsealab.org, (831) 582-3681.
(B)  The Lyceum: Inspiring a life-long love of learning for PreK to Adult and Family options, www.Lyceum.org, (831) 372-6098.

(C)  City of Monterey Recreation and Community Services Department:  Offering a variety of recreation and camp programs, including Whispering Pines Day Camp, Summer Playground program at City parks, Camp Quien Sabe at Toro Park, and the Monterey Sports Center camps, (831) 646-3866.
(D)  City of Monterey Tennis Center:  Offering Tennis Camps for youth, (831) 646-3881.

(E)  YMCA Camp Programs:  Offering Yday Camp with arts and crafts, group building, swimming, daily excursions, and memories that last a lifetime for youngsters, Soccer and Basketball Camps, (831) 
373-4167.


5. SECOND ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL CAFÉ:  ISM’s 1st Grade class is pleased to host the Second Annual International Café on Friday, May 16th benefiting Heifer International, a non-profit organization that provides “A Gift of Hope” in the form of livestock to families in developing nations.  Last year’s extremely successful event yielded $250 which Ms. Burns’ students then used to purchase a flock each of chickens, ducks, and geese, a hive of bees, a trio of rabbits, and a goat for several needy families worldwide.  These farm animals helped to dramatically improve the economic status of the recipient families, from one of poverty to actual prosperity!  So, parents are invited to join their children for this bountiful, international feast!  Invitations will be sent out Monday with a first seating planned for 11:00 – 11:15 a.m. and a second seating at 12 –12:15 p.m. per a class schedule.  The cost is $5.00 per person.  Plan on participating by donating a dish with an international flavor and joining us for this special luncheon where YOUR children don the chefs’ hats and serve you!  See you there.

6. CALIFORNIA READS SWIM PARTY:  It was a wet and wild Sunday night (May 4th) for those who completed the “Station 8” challenge in the California Reads program this school year!  Approximately 100 celebrants took over the Monterey Sports Center, enjoying the heated therapeutic pool, water slide, as well as the swim lanes.  Food was also provided in the form of tasty chicken salads and yummy desserts, courtesy of the multi-dimensional and talented, Ms. Sally Burns.  For those who missed this year’s swim party, plan on getting a jump start on reading by logging your Summer reading, and come enthused next year to complete the more-than-achievable goal of reaching Station 8.  Coming up next week is the CA Reads Ice Cream Social to reward those ISM students who reached Station 8 two or more times.  Stay connected for more details.

7. 1ST GRADERS RETURN UNSCATHED FROM SCIENCE CAMP:  Off to the Santa Cruz Mountains went ISM’s intrepid 1st graders for two nights and three days of hiking and science instruction.  People thought we were taking a chance, crazy, and naïve for even considering such an outing – take first graders to science camp!  But the fearless Sally Burns led her adventurers into the wiles of the Web of Life Field School at Happy Valley Conference Center.  They emerged unscathed and “chalk full” of new knowledge about banana slugs and decomposition.  It was definitely a fun-filled science experience for all involved.  However, our adventure would not have been possible without the help of our dedicated, and very witty chaperones Kim Allen, Toni Deoudes, Pam Hopkins, Tim Jensen, Melinda Leahy, David Shifflett, Mary Welsh, and Daniel Weinstein!  When asked to comment on her science camp excursion, science camp graduate, Nicolette Jahn, highlighted her nature walk and excitedly exclaimed, “Dinner! I ate tons and tons of food!”  There in a nutshell is the benefit of exposure to fresh air, exercise, and the endless education and beauty of nature.


8. LIBRARY UPDATE:  Noteworthy progress has been made in developing the ISM library with the purchase and imminent installation of library automation software by Follett Library systems.  This will enable ISM students beginning with the 2003-04 school year to check out bar-coded books with their own student library card!  The new library books will have been purchased with implementation funding and the afore-mentioned $10,000 Monterey Peninsula Foundation grant.  Parent volunteers Mark and Tina Cordero have been incredibly instrumental in furthering these library developments and we thank them for their hours of efforts.  Mobile and fixed book shelves as well as computer lab tables have additionally been ordered to complement the existing library furnishings.  The library’s child-friendly atmosphere improves daily with the heartfelt and creative work of the mural team from the Defense Language Institute.  If you have not taken a moment to appreciate their work, stop by the Library soon!   


9. CALL FOR MATH*ABILITY VOLUNTEERS:  Any ISM parents interested in serving as Math*Ability program volunteers are heartily encouraged to contact Lisa Burns to assist.  Currently, Monday, Thursday, and Friday afternoons are available!  Any assistance at all would be welcome!

10. TARDY REMINDER:  Although the end of school is in sight with only 25 more days before the summer hiatus, valuable learning time is still available.  ISM parents and students are asked to respect our school hours by arriving promptly in the morning.  Tardies will continue to be issued for students in all grades who are late.  Arriving on time models wonderful behavior for our students in the form of valuing education, the power of planning ahead and being organized, and establishing a calm, versus a stressful, start to the day!


11. BELATED APPRECIATION FOR FACULTY APPRECIATION LUNCHEON:  The grateful and well-fed staff of ISM wish to extend our belated thanks to Dr. Carber’s 3rd Grade parents, especially parent and luncheon coordinator Betty Moonan, for their contributions to last week’s “old-fashioned American BBQ” meal.  It was such a special treat to take a break from our busy schedules to enjoy freshly barbecued chicken and sausage, potato and fruit salads, and a bevy of desserts!  Thank you all so much!

12. 2002-03 ISM YEARBOOK / PARENT SPONSORSHIP:  Final preparations are being made to this year’s ISM yearbook.  Many thanks to all of you who have donated pictures to the yearbook.  Parents are now being invited to contribute a “message of congratulation” to your ISM student(s) for inclusion in the yearbook.  In addition to outside advertising, the parent sponsorship page will help to underwrite the desktop publishing and printing costs of the yearbook.  The cost is $10 per 20 words.  Please forward your “messages of congratulations” and payment to the yearbook envelope just inside the door of the admin office.  Contact Pam Hopkins or Kym Shenton for further information.

13. community fun group BEACH PARTY:  The Sports Center Swim Party is over and many of us successfully revealed our swimsuit-appropriate (or not) bodies.  So, you are more than ready to pack your bags and your sunscreen (or your foghorn) and head out to the first (of many) Community Fun Group Beach Party!  The fun in the sun is planned for Sunday, May 18th at Lovers Point from noon until...?  Bring your own items to barbeque and a potluck dish to share.  We’ll see you there!!
14. COMMUNITY FUN GROUP BOOK CLUB:  The first Community Fun Group book club meeting was very intellectually stimulating, due to the leadership of Elinda Hardy.  Although many of us had not yet finished reading the book, we had some great discussions and managed to stay on topic (most of the time). Our next book club selection is How to be Good by Nick Hornby.  Elinda Hardy will be hosting next month’s meeting planned for early June.  Dads and couples ARE welcome to liven up the discussion. The meeting time is still being discussed!  So, visit your library or bookstore, grab a comfy spot on the couch with a cup of steaming tea and unwind with this good book!  

15. ISM Foundation Notes: 


A. new!  lighthouse bistro fundraising dinner:  The last, but certainly not the least, fundraising dinner of the 2002-03 fundraising calendar will be a Celebration of Culinary Delights at the Lighthouse Bistro, 401 Lighthouse Avenue in New Monterey on Monday, May 19th!  Known locally for their delicious Basque-influenced cuisine, the Lighthouse Bistro will be offering a mouth-watering menu of Butternut Squash Ravioli, Local Sand Dabs, Lemon Chicken, taste-tempting salads, breads, brownies, and cookies, and one-of-a-kind watermelon lemonade – all specially prepared for the ISM community!  The cost for this dinner will be $15 for adults and $10 for children.  Please RSVP to the event flyer by Friday, May 16th or contact Carrie Miles directly at 484-2981 or CLMiles33@aol.com.  When responding, please indicate the number of people in your party and whether you will be coming prior to or after 6:00 p.m.


B. internAtional festival and carnival:  Plan on attending ISM’s first-ever International Festival and Carnival planned for Saturday, June 7th from 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  This end-of-year fundraiser is shaping up to be an incredibly entertaining, culturally enriching, and very promising kick-off to the Foundation’s special event calendar!  Participants of all ages are invited to bring their “passports to fun” and take a mini-world tour through International Alley featuring the cultural booths of China, India, Italy, Lebanon, Israel, Japan, and Mexico!  As youngsters travel from country to country, they will collect “visitor visas” to add to their Passport to the World masks.  Additional children’s entertainment includes a bounce house, carnival booths, and strolling characters.  Adults, too, will be thrilled with the variety of unique food and gift specialties in the International Marketplace as well as the dizzying array of Silent Auction items from “around the world and close to home”.  Live music and entertainment will fill the air and excitement will mount until afternoon’s end when the $5000 winner of the 50/50 raffle is revealed!  If that’s not exciting enough, get in on the pre-event planning or sign up to volunteer for that day.  Enthusiastic volunteers are encouraged to contact Carrie Miles at CLMiles33@aol.com, or Lisa Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org.  Canopies of any size are needed for the country and carnival booths.  If any ISM members have canopies they are willing to loan the Foundation for this event, please email Ellen Gaucher at elgaucher@sbcglobal.net.  All profit from this special event will benefit ISM.

C. Logo clothing sales:  The final logo clothing order for this school year has been placed!  The anticipated delivery date is Monday, May 19th.  Orders for each family will then be forwarded to the respective classrooms.  Direct further inquiries to Carrie Miles.

D. 50/50 RAFFLE:  Sales of the raffle tickets are going well; we are definitely on our way to selling the entire bundle.  Please return any unsold tickets to the office as soon as possible as we do have daily requests from some parents for additional tickets.  Once again, the 50/50 raffle drawing will be the culminating event of the International Festival on Saturday, June 7th.

E. CAR WASH TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE:  This is just a reminder that car wash tickets are still available for sale in the office.  These make thoughtful gifts for birthdays, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, or the graduates in your life!  100% of the proceeds go to ISM!

F. CASES OF ISM WATER FOR SALE:  We still have plenty of cases of ISM water for sale.  Let’s try to sell all of these cases prior to the end of school!  $20 per case and $1.00 per bottle.  
FOR POSTING AT HOME

16.

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	May Saturday Work Day 
	Saturday, May 10, 2003 – CANCELLED!

May reschedule for late May to support the Intl. Festival preparation
	CANCELLED!

	2ND Grade Fieldtrip:  Monterey’s Commercial Wharf
	Monday, May 12, 2003
	11:30 am – 1 pm

	2ND Grade Fieldtrip:  Harris Ranch
	Friday, May 15, 2003
	8 am – 3 pm

	International Café benefiting Heifer International
	Friday, May 16, 2003
	1st Seating: 11-11:15 am 2nd Seating: 12-12:15 pm

	Community Fun Group: Beach Party at Lovers Point Beach
	Sunday, May 18, 2003
	12 Noon until the party is over

	NEW Fundraising Dinner: Lighthouse Bistro Culinary Delight 
	Monday, May 19, 2003
	5:00 – 8:00 pm

	2ND Grade Fieldtrip:  Monterey Waste Management District
	Monday, May 19, 2003
	10 am – 1 pm

	International Festival and Carnival
	Saturday, June 7, 2003
	11 am – 3 pm

	ISM Board Meeting
	Thursday, June 12, 2003
	New Time: 4 pm

	ISM Foundation Board Meeting
	Thursday, June 12, 2003
	5:30 pm

	Going Away Party for Miss Bunch at Via Paraiso Park 
	Sunday, June 15, 2003
	11 am

	Last Day of 2002-03 School Year
	Friday, June 13, 2003
	

	First Day of 2003-04 School Year
	Tuesday, September 2, 2003
	8:00 am
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