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Weekly News Brief

Friday, May 2, 2003
 
Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week ending May 2nd.  This news brief is distributed to the ISM community each Friday and serves as our primary communication tool.  For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, this document (and any referenced material) will be available online.  Just click on the “News” tab and scroll down to the desired News Brief date.  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!

1. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR RETURNS FROM ECIS CONFERENCE:  ISM’s Executive Director, Chrissie Jahn, was back on campus Thursday following her attendance at the annual European Council of International Schools (ECIS) April 24 – 27, 2003 in Madeira, Portugal.  The theme of the conference was “Leading and Learning: Preparing your School for the 21st Century” and was targeted at school heads, administrators, board members, development officers, and business / finance managers.  Chrissie served on an IPC panel fielding questions from interested international school representatives and was asked to serve on an IPC Advisory Board.  Together with Robert Landau, Director of the International School of Prague (ISP), she also formalized a School-to-School partnership between ISM and ISP, further strengthening our ties with the international schools community.

2. upcoming IB Presentation:  We highly encourage all members of the ISM community, both parents of enrolled and prospective students, to attend this Saturday’s informative presentation on the IB, International Baccalaureate curriculum.  The program presenters will be Lisa Nicholson of the California International Baccalaureate Organization (CIBO) and Liz Seabury, IB Diploma and Middle Years Program (MYP) and current Humanities teacher at the San Jose Academy. The presentation will begin at 10:30 a.m. and is expected to last approximately two hours and will be offered in ISM’s multi-purpose room.  Parents interested in assisting with refreshments for this event should contact Lisa Burns.

3. CALIFORNIA READS SWIM PARTY:  To celebrate those students who have successfully reached “Station 8” in the California Reads program this school year, we are hosting the much-anticipated Swim Party at the Monterey Sports Center this Sunday evening from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.!  Our “Station 8 Stars”, many of whom have completed the circuit two or more times, were recognized in a school-wide awards ceremony at this week’s assembly!  Students were presented with a California Reads medallion and certificate / invitation to “suit up” for the pool party.  Participation is free for the well-deserving ISM reader, however, the cost for guests (to include parents and siblings) is $2.00 per person to cover pool rental, lifeguard, and refreshment expenses; payment can be made at the door.  For those attending, plan on bringing swim toys / floatation devices (if desired), towels, and a change of clothing.  The wondrous water slide and pool will be open until 7:45 p.m. and the showers until 8:15 p.m.  Please bear in mind that five year olds must be accompanied by an adult in the pool at all times.  We gratefully acknowledge the tremendous support and dedication of our California Reads parent volunteers Toni Deoudes, Elinda Hardy, Pam Hopkins, Carrie Miles, Lourdes and John Nahas, and Mary Welsh who assisted in our hot lunch fundraising program this year.  We look forward to a splashingly good time on Sunday!  See you there!


4. california s.t.a.r. testing:  The California Standardized Testing and Reporting (S.T.A.R.) testing will begin Monday, May 5th  – Friday, May 9th for students in Grades 2 – 5.  We ask that classmates in Grades Kindergarten to 1 be respectful of the testing process next week and be particularly quiet in the hallways, especially in the upper grades wing.  The testing schedule will be posted on the community bulletin board in the hallway.

5. BIG SUR INTERNATIONAL MARATHON / KION “NEWS 46” SCHOOLS 5K:  We did it!  ISM’s healthy 81 member team were not only winners for participating in last Sunday’s Big Sur Schools 5K, but also for winning a 2nd place cash award of $750 for our participation as a percentage of our enrollment.  The excitement level was high as we captured the moment on film (see our upcoming Yearbook for the published photo).  We anticipate an even larger level of participation next year as word of this positive event continues to spread and we possibly build training and preparation for the 5K into our physical fitness curriculum. Reminder:  For those who did participate, please return your pledge forms as soon as possible and no later than Friday, May 9th.   Thanks so much to all of you for making this a great experience.

6. ISM community fun group BEACH PARTY:  Pack your bags and your sunscreen (or your foghorn) and plan on coming to the first ISM Community FUN Group Beach Party planned for Sunday, May 18th at Lovers Point from noon until...?  Bring your own items to barbeque and a potluck dish to share.  We’ll see you there!!

7. ISM grade 3 appeal for iraqi relief kits:  In response to Grade 3’s recent IPC unit on “Survival”, one of Dr. Carber’s students has initiated the idea of collecting “relief kits” containing a variety of necessary hygiene items from ISM families for distribution by a respectable relief agency to needy families in Iraq.  We are proud of third grader Kodiak Sauer’s efforts in organizing this effort and we support his initiative and global awareness.  Anyone interested in donating items should forward them to Dr. Carber prior to Thursday, May 8th.  They will then be forwarded to a collection site in Santa Clara for shipping to Iraq.


8. ISM Foundation Notes: 


A. internAtional festival:  Planning for the International Festival to be held Saturday, June 7 is moving ahead with great speed.  The newest element of the event is a silent auction (more details to follow next week) in addition to carnival games, an international food court, live music, country booths provided by each grade with representative food, clothing, and culture, and a tasty barbecue.  For those people who have volunteered to coordinate a “country booth”, please plan to attend a meeting Monday, May 5th at 5:30 p.m.  A general International Festival planning meeting is also scheduled for Thursday, May 8th at 3:15 p.m.  Additional help is still needed in planning and facilitating this event.  Enthusiastic volunteers are encouraged to contact Esther Hobbs at Esther_m_hobbs@hotmail.com, Carrie Miles at CLMiles33@aol.com, or Lisa Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org.  Let’s make this event an incredibly wonderful one to end our second year!

B. Logo clothing sales:  Monday is the final deadline to accept ISM logo clothing orders.  Please plan for at least two weeks for the clothing vendor to fulfill our order.  Direct further questions to Carrie Miles.

C. 50/50 RAFFLE:  Please return sold ticket stubs and money as soon as possible.  Any tickets that you do not plan on selling, please return to the office ASAP as other parents may want to sell or buy them.

D. CAR WASH TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE:  This is just a reminder that there are still car wash tickets available for sale in the office.  These make thoughtful gifts for birthdays, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, or the graduates in your life!  100% of the proceeds go to ISM!

E. CASES OF ISM WATER FOR SALE:  Just $20 is the cost for your very own case of ISM logo bottled water.  Just come into the office to purchase a case or an individual water bottle for $1.00.  We wanted to take a moment to highlight the efforts of Patty Rodrigues, mother of Robert Rodrigues, Grade 2, who almost weekly buys a case of water.  She has her work colleagues at CHOMP “hooked” on our unique brand of liquid refreshment and on almost a weekly basis can be seen leaving ISM with a case of water under her arm!  Thanks, Patty!


FOR POSTING AT HOME

9.

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	International Baccalaureate (IB) Presentation 
	Saturday, May 3, 2003
	10:30 am – 12:30 pm, 

Multi-use Room

	CA Reads Swim Party at the Monterey Sports Center
	Sunday, May 4, 2003
	6:00 – 8:00 pm (corrected time!)

	International Festival “Country Booth” Captain’s Meeting
	Monday, May 5, 2003
	5:30 p.m.

	International Festival Planning Meeting
	Thursday, May 8, 2003
	3:15 pm

	ISM Foundation Board Meeting
	Thursday, May 8, 2003
	5:30 pm

	ISM Board Meeting
	Thursday, May 8, 2003
	7:00 pm

	The International Cafe
	Friday, May 16, 2003
	11:00 am – 1:30 pm

	Community Fun Group Beach Party
	Sunday, May 18, 2003
	12 Noon until the party is over

	International Festival 
	Saturday, June 7, 2003
	10 am – 3 pm

	Last Day of 2002-03 School Year
	Friday, June 13, 2003
	

	First Day of 2003-04 School Year
	Tuesday, September 2, 2003
	8:00 am
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