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Weekly News Brief

Friday, April 25, 2003
 
Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week ending April 25th.  This news brief is distributed to the ISM community each Friday and serves as our primary communication tool.  For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, this document (and any referenced material) will be available online.  Just click on the “News” tab and scroll down to the desired News Brief date.  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!

1. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ATTENDING ECIS CONFERENCE:  ISM’s Executive Director, Chrissie Jahn, is currently attending the annual European Council of International Schools (ECIS) April 24 – 27, 2003 Conference on the beautiful island of Madeira, Portugal.  The theme of the conference is “Leading and Learning: Preparing your School for the 21st Century” and is directed at school heads and other administrators, board members, development officers, and business / finance managers.  In addition to enjoying the beautiful sights of Madiera, known as the “Pearl of the Atlantic”, Chrissie will be benefiting from an outstanding line-up of presenters during the week-long conference.

2. BIG SUR INTERNATIONAL MARATHON / KION “NEWS 46” SCHOOLS 5K:  Just a brief reminder that this Sunday, April 27th, 81 members of the ISM community will be participating in the Schools 5K fundraiser, a component of the Big Sur Marathon.  For those individuals and families who have pre-registered to participate, we will be distributing event t-shirts and participant bibs this afternoon prior to the day’s end.  If you are not able to collect your materials, I will plan on bringing them with me on Sunday morning.  Please plan on being at the Carmel Crossroads by 7:00 a.m. and meeting nearby the event stage; just look for the contingent of folks wearing ISM logo clothing.  A suggested parking location is the parking spots on the left side of the Carmel Crossroads.  The 5K starts promptly at 7:30 a.m. and last year those of us who walked completed the course in approximately 40 minutes.  Upon completion, all participants will receive a “goodie bag” chock full of healthy treats to enjoy.  Please plan on re-grouping after the “race” nearby the stage to hear the event results and to learn if we earned a school participation award!  Non-participants are encouraged to come down and cheer us on as well as gather pledges on our behalf.  All pledge forms are due back no later that Friday, May 2nd.  Note:  this information was emailed on Thursday to the entire enrollment database.  Please inform the admin office if you did not receive it.


3. welcome back 4th/5th grade science campers!  We are so pleased to welcome back our intrepid 4th and 5th graders who participated this week in the Mount Hermon science camp!  The experience was extremely worthwhile and reports from the camp counselors, chaperones, and Ms. Valdespino are all very favorable.  The experience proved to be a wonderful learning experience for our youngsters who will have an opportunity at this Monday’s assembly to share first-hand details with the rest of the school.  Stop by if you are interested in hearing these sure-to-be humorous and poignant student perceptions.


4. california s.t.a.r. testing:  California Standardized Testing and Reporting (S.T.A.R.) testing will be conducted for ISM 2nd – 5th graders during the week of May 5 – 9, 2003.  Students will be given practice tests this coming week to prepare for the actual exams.  Make-up exams will be available for any students who miss part of the testing process during the week of May 12th.  For more information, contact the office.


5. last session of karate program:  The last session of Karate for this 2002-03 school year will be a pro-rated 7-week session beginning Tuesday, April 29th through Tuesday, June 10th.  For on-going students, the pro-rated registration fee is $71.25; for new students, the pro-rated fee is $88.75.  For more information, call Mr. Adam Rodgers at the Body Worx studio, 372-9679 or contact Lisa Burns in the ISM office.  For those interested in seeing the ISM kids in action, a demonstration / testing class will be held this afternoon at 4:30 p.m. at the Body Worx Academy of Martial Arts studio located at 1173 Broadway Avenue in Seaside.  It’s a blast to see our ISM’ers kicking, yelling, and showing their karate prowess.  Come on by to show your support!


6. WRAP-UP OF LAST WEEKEND’S EVENTS:
· Family Games Night:  The first annual Family Games Night held on Friday, April 18th was a rousing success according to reliable sources!  Attendees enjoyed a unique round of ISM bingo, complete with individualized ISM bingo cards designed by the talented soon-to-be 1st grade instructor, Chantel Touryan.  Twister was also on the line-up, but this editor has not confirmed actual participation.  Mr. John Nahas, father of Anthony in K/1, once again provided extremely tasty potatoes for the “no-host” Potato Bar and ice cream was sold by the Grade 1 chaperones to help defray the cost of Science camp expenses.  Game Night was well received and we will be planning more for the coming year. 

· Scholastic Book Fair:  Coordinator Sally Burns is more than pleased to announce that we not only met, but exceeded, our sales goal for this Spring’s Scholastic Book Fair!  Thank you to all of you who shopped so supportively!  It was a genuine surprise that we were able to surpass our success of the Holiday Book Fair!  Please note that if you ordered the Harry Potter book, hat, and certificate package, it will arrive the week of May 5th.  The certificate entitles the holder to attend a Harry Potter release event at a local bookstore in June, or have Order of the Phoenix mailed to your home!  For each book sold, ISM received an $18.00 credit from Scholastic toward books for our library!  So, yahoo, or should we say, “Thanks for not shopping at Yahoo!”


· Saturday Work Day:  Given that last weekend was Easter weekend, the turn-out for April’s Saturday Work Day was light.  However, those who did take a break from holiday preparations, including the entire Gagnon clan, made real progress in the garden.  A special thanks to Marco Poehner for scouring his neighborhood for “sidewalk finds” and scoring a tool shed and a garden box!   Keep in mind the May Work Day scheduled for Saturday, May 10th.

7. ISM book club:  The Community Fun Group has formed a new ISM Book Club!  Everyone is welcome to participate.  The first book on the line-up is Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger.  This is one of those books that many of us read while in high school, but we have not explored or analyzed from an adult’s perspective.  What was / is all the fuss about?  Is it controversial today?  What about J. D. Salinger?  Does he speak to the disaffected youth of today?  How universal is the book’s message?  These questions and so many more can be explored in our rousing book club discussions.  It sounds like fun to us!  Start reading now and be ready to meet and discuss Catcher in the Rye on Thursday, May 1st at our very first ISM Book Club meeting (meeting time is tentative).  More details to follow.  If you have any questions, contact Sarah Bunch at sbunch@ismonterey.org or Elinda Hardy at elindah@yahoo.com. 


8. upcoming IB Presentation:  Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 3rd at 10:30 a.m. for an informative presentation on the IB, International Baccalaureate, for parents, prospective parents, and teachers.  The program presenter will be Lisa Nicholson from the Cal International Baccalaureate Organization (CIBO) Middle Years Program (MYP) and Diploma coordinator and current CIBO Board member.  Accompanying Lisa will also be a current Middle Years Program / Diploma teacher / IBNA consultant.  The presentation is expected to last approximately two hours and will be offered in ISM’s multi-purpose room.  Parents interested in assisting with refreshments for this event should contact Lisa Burns.


9. ISM Foundation Notes: 


A. internAtional festival:  A school-wide outdoor International Festival is being planned for Saturday, June 7th here on ISM, complete with a good, old-fashioned Barbeque, carnival games, international music and entertainment, country booths provided by each grade with representative food, clothing, and culture, and a tantalizing International Food Court.  Additional help is needed in planning and facilitating this event.  Enthusiastic volunteers are encouraged to contact Esther Hobbs at Esther_m_hobbs@hotmail.com, Carrie Miles at CLMiles33@aol.com, or Lisa Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org.  Let’s make this event an incredibly wonderful one to end our second year!

B. Logo clothing sales:  ISM logo clothing orders are still being accepted until the end of April.  Order forms are located on the table inside the office.  See or contact Carrie Miles for more information.

C. 50/50 RAFFLE:  Please return sold ticket stubs and money as soon as possible.  Any tickets that you do not plan on selling, please return to the office ASAP as other parents may want to sell or buy them.

D. CAR WASH TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE:  This is just a reminder that there are still car wash tickets available for sale in the office.  These make thoughtful gifts for birthdays, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, or the graduates in your life!  100% of the proceeds go to ISM!

E. CASES OF ISM WATER FOR SALE:  Just $20 is the cost for your very own case of ISM logo bottled water.  Just come into the office to purchase a case or an individual water bottle for $1.00.  We wanted to take a moment to highlight the efforts of Patty Rodrigues, mother of Robert Rodrigues, Grade 2, who almost weekly buys a case of water.  She has her work colleagues at CHOMP “hooked” on our unique brand of liquid refreshment and on almost a weekly basis can be seen leaving ISM with a case of water under her arm!  Thanks, Patty!


10.

	
	ISM EVENT HAPPENINGS
	

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	K and K/1 Fieldtrip to Sleeping Beauty
	Friday, April 25, 2003
	10 am

	School 5K Fundraiser
	Sunday, April 27, 2003
	Meet at: 7:00 am Carmel Crossroads

	Deadline to Submit Yearbook Photos
	Wednesday, april 30, 2003
	5:00 pm

	Science Camp (Grade 1)
	Wednesday, April 30 – Friday, May 1, 2003
	Web of Life Science Camp

	International Baccalaureate (IB) Presentation 
	Saturday, May 3, 2003
	10:30 am, 

Multi-use Room

	CA Reads Swim Party at the Monterey Sports Center
	Sunday, May 4, 2003
	6:00 – 8:00 pm

	ISM Foundation Board Meeting
	Thursday, May 8, 2003
	5:30 pm

	ISM Board Meeting
	Thursday, May 8, 2003
	7:00 pm

	NEW!  International Festival 

at ISM
	Saturday, June 7, 2003
	Tentative: 10 am – 3 pm

	Last Day of 2002-03 School Year
	Friday, June 13, 2003
	

	First Day of 2003-04 School Year
	Tuesday, September 2, 2003
	8:00 am
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