[image: image1.wmf]
Weekly News Brief

Friday, April 18, 2003
 
Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week ending April 18th.  This news brief is distributed to the ISM community each Friday and serves as our primary communication tool.  For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, this document (and any referenced material) will be available online.  Just click on the “News” tab and scroll down to the desired News Brief date.  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!

1. WELCOME TO ISM!  Please join me in welcoming several new students, Anna Dobrokhodova (Grade 4) who started on Monday, April 14th and siblings Justin “J.B.” Lock (Grade 3) and Jeffrey Lock (Grade 5), who start on Monday, April 21st!  The Lock siblings are transferring from La Mesa school and already have a friend here, Jake Stanley (Grade 5), whose family referred them to ISM.  Also extend a warm ISM welcome to the parents of these new students, Vladimir and Elena Dobrokhodova AND Angela and Jeff Lock, who are excited about having their children here at ISM. 


2. upcoming holiday weekend events:  Here are just a few more events to add to your busy holiday weekend:

· Family Games Night:  Kicking off the weekend’s activities and helping to launch our Spring Scholastic Book Fair will be the First Annual Family Games Night on Friday, April 18th from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m.  ISM families are encouraged to join us for this evening of old-fashioned family togetherness and fun!  The California Reads program will be offering a “no-host” Baked Potato Bar with many tasty toppings.  Ice cream will also be sold by the Grade 1 chaperones to help defray the cost of Science camp expenses.  Game Night participants are asked to bring a “white elephant” gift for adult prizes and a dessert to share!

· Scholastic Book Fair:  Grand Opening: Friday, April 18th, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. / Saturday, April 19th, 10:00 to 12 noon.  Our Spring Scholastic Book Fair begins Friday evening and runs through Thursday, April 24th.  ISM parents and families were extremely supportive of our Holiday Book Fair in December and we are hoping for the same enthusiastic support this coming week.  Don’t forget about the chance to pre-order Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix for $29.95 at the Fair.  This price includes a Harry Potter baseball cap and two ways to receive the book – an invitation / coupon redeemable at a local bookstore during a Harry Potter book release party in June, or have it mailed to your home!  For each book sold, ISM will receive an $18.00 credit from Scholastic toward books for our library!  So come by and BUY, BUY, BUY!

· Saturday Work Day:  This Saturday, April 19th from 9:30 a.m. to 12 Noon, we will be having our monthly Saturday Work Day.  In addition to developing the Yearbook (see below) and routine “cleaning and sprucing”, we will focus our efforts on the ISM outdoor garden classroom.  We would like to extend a big thank you to the Heller family (parents of Mariah Heller, Grade 5) for their generous donation of soil and planting pots for the garden and plant projects.  Spring gardening activities for tomorrow will include: preparing the soil, making the garden beds, and hopefully, installing some garden signs being made by the students this week.  For those interested in participating or contributing, items on our garden wish list include:  2 - 50 foot or 1 – 100 foot garden hose, string, stakes (2’ tall), 6 –8 bamboo poles 8 foot long to make a tepee structure, kid-sized rakes, hoes, shovels and trowels, and a small tool shed to store our tools!  We look forward to working together and getting our hands dirty on Saturday!


· Yearbook Committee Meeting:  The Yearbook committee, headed by Pam Hopkins and Kym Shenton, will be meeting in Room 3, Mrs. Sally Burns’ room, at 9:30 a.m.  Any and all folks interested in helping or who have captivating, intriguing, or otherwise fun-filled photos to submit are encouraged to participate.  Bring your ideas, computer photo savviness, pens, stencils, and your enthusiasm to the meeting….as we only have approximately six, yes six, weeks to complete production on ISM’s 2nd annual yearbook!

3. PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES:  At this reading, many of you have already taken part in Parent -Teacher conferences with your child(ren)’s instructor and Señor Candia.  If, however, you have not yet scheduled an appointment, please take a moment to do so before Friday, April 25th, with the exception of Grade 4/5 parents whose children will be attending the Mount Hermon Science camp all next week. Conference sign-up sheets are posted by each classroom door.


4. Ism’s music and art instructor:  Mr. Michael Dvorak, our new Music and Art teacher, wants to take a moment to introduce himself.  He is a musician of ten years having performed in a variety of venues.  He grew up in an artistic environment as his father is a professional artist and art teacher.  Michael holds a bachelor’s degree in Liberal Studies with a concentration in Journalism, Communication, and Media Studies.  The art and music activities planned for the remainder of the school year will be hands-on and inquiry-based.  Students will be creating musical compositions and art pieces, analyzing other diverse artistic and musical works, and learning how to utilize the arts for reflection, communication, and social change.  Mr. Dvorak comments that he is excited to be here for the remainder of the school year (he will be continuing his studies in Mexico next school year).  He encourages parents to visit whenever possible and to forward any questions, concerns, or ideas to mdvorak@ismonterey.org. 


5. last session of karate program:  The last session of Karate for this 2002-03 school year will be a pro-rated 7-week session beginning Tuesday, April 29th through Tuesday, June 10th.  For on-going students, the pro-rated registration fee is $71.25; for new students, the pro-rated fee is $88.75.  For more information, call Mr. Adam Rodgers at the Body Worx studio, 372-9679 or contact Lisa Burns in the ISM office.  For those interested in seeing the ISM kids in action, a demonstration / testing class will be held this afternoon at 4:30 p.m. at the Body Worx Academy of Martial Arts studio located at 1173 Broadway Avenue in Seaside.  It’s a blast to see our ISM’ers kicking, yelling, and showing their karate prowess.  Come on by to show your support!


6. ism school store:  The specific aim of the ISM school store was to offer the 2nd grade students a chance to apply their math skills, while providing a community service.  While it was a good idea, in practice it has become an unwieldy monster, which is better managed by the ISM Foundation, parent volunteers, or the upper graders.  Thus, Mr. Spedding is donning his parachute and leaping out of the school store business.  However, ISM needs a school store; there is certainly a market for it.  A student-volunteer, apprenticeship program would be terrific and certainly of interest to this teacher, as long as the overall initiative is managed by parents/adults.  Note:  As this news brief goes to press, Ms. Valdespino, Grade 4/5 instructor, has graciously accepted responsibility for the school store on behalf of her mathematically talented 5th graders.  Stay tuned for more information.

7. ISM book club: The Community Fun Group has formed a new ISM Book Club!  Everyone is welcome to participate.  The first book on the line-up is Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger.  This is one of those books that many of us read while in high school, but we have not explored or analyzed from an adult’s perspective.  What was / is all the fuss about?  Is it controversial today?  What about J. D. Salinger?  Does he speak to the disaffected youth of today?  How universal is the book’s message?  These questions and so many more can be explored in our rousing book club discussions.  It sounds like fun to us!  Start reading now and be ready to meet and discuss Catcher in the Rye on Thursday, May 1st at our very first ISM Book Club meeting (meeting time is tentative).  More details to follow.  If you have any questions, contact Sarah Bunch at sbunch@ismonterey.org or Elinda Hardy at elindah@yahoo.com.  


8. community fun group:  Also, don’t forget to mark your calendars for the next COMMUNITY FUN GROUP meeting planned for wednesday, april 23rd at ISM.  Come to share ideas, help plan upcoming events, meet new friends, and most importantly, have a good time!  See you there!  Contact Miss Bunch at sbunch@ismonterey.org or Esther Hobbs at esther_m_hobbs@hotmail.com if you have any questions or comments. 


9. upcoming IB Presentation:  Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 3rd at 10:30 a.m. for an informative presentation on the IB, International Baccalaureate, for parents, prospective parents, and teachers.  The program presenter will be Lisa Nicholson from the Cal International Baccalaureate Organization (CIBO) Middle Years Program (MYP) and Diploma coordinator and current CIBO Board member.  Accompanying Lisa will also be a current Middle Years Program / Diploma teacher / IBNA consultant.  The presentation is expected to last approximately two hours and will be offered in ISM’s multi-purpose room.  Parents interested in assisting with refreshments for this event should contact Lisa Burns.

10. lively language contribution to ism library:  Local neighborhood representatives, Mary Ann Finnochi and Colleen Sullivan, who together are entrepreneurs of the Lively Language program have graciously presented the ISM library with The Important Book by Margaret Wise Brown, author of the well-loved Goodnight Moon.  We thank them for their thoughtfulness and their willingness to assist in the development of our library, not only with this book, but also with “must-have” suggestions for our library.


11. ISM Directory:  Please note that the ISM Directory is provided to ISM families to facilitate positive communication and community building within our parent and student group.  It is not intended to serve as an instrument of marketing products or services to ISM community members or as a means of circumventing communication better handled in person.  Thank you for your understanding and consideration.

12. ISM Foundation Notes: 


A. Schools 5K update:  We did it!  We submitted 81 entry forms for the ISM team participating in the Schools 5K Fundraiser on Sunday, April 27th!   The great news is that we now have a real chance at competing this year for the $1000 participation award from the Big Sur International Marathon (BSIM)!  


In pledge form information distributed prior to the Spring Break, 5K participants were encouraged to collect pledges for ISM.  (Note: Non-registrants are also welcome to stop by the office for a pledge form as well.)  All monies collected in pledges are deposited directly to ISM, not to the Big Sur Marathon.  Over $1500 was collected last year in pledges alone.  Please take some time to collect pledges from family, friends, co-workers, and business associates and let’s try to match our goal of last year. 

Event t-shirts will be distributed prior to the 5K so participants may choose to sport either an ISM or a Big Sur Marathon t-shirt.  Please be at the Carmel Crossroads (exact location to be determined) by 7:00 a.m. on race day.  Parking is available at the Crossroads behind the shops and stores on the left-hand side of the shopping center. If you have any questions at all, please contact Lisa Burns, event coordinator, for more information. 

B. interntional festival:  A school-wide outdoor International Festival is being planned for Saturday, June 7th here on ISM, complete with a good, old-fashioned Barbeque, carnival games, international music and entertainment, country booths provided by each grade with representative food, clothing, and culture, and a tantalizing International Food Court.  Additional help is needed in planning and facilitating this event.  Enthusiastic volunteers are encouraged to contact Esther Hobbs at Esther_m_hobbs@hotmail.com, Carrie Miles at CLMiles33@aol.com, or Lisa Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org.  Let’s make this event an incredibly wonderful one to end our second year!

C. Logo clothing sales:  ISM logo clothing orders are still being accepted until the end of the month.  Order forms are located on the table inside the office.  See or contact Carrie Miles for more information.


13.

	
	ISM EVENT HAPPENINGS
	

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	Scholastic Book Fair Grand Opening
	Friday, April 18, 2003
	6:00 – 7:00 pm

	Family Games Night
	Friday, April 18, 2003
	6:30 – 9:00 pm

	Saturday Work Day
	Revised date: Saturday, April 19, 2003
	9:30 am – 12 Noon

	Scholastic Book Fair 
	Saturday, April 18, 2003
	10:00 – 12 Noon

	2003 TV Turn-off Week
	Monday, April 21 - Friday, April 25, 2003
	All Week!

	Science Camp (Gr. 4/5)
	Monday, April 21- Friday, April 25, 2003
	Mount Hermon Science Camp

	Spring Scholastic Book Fair
	Monday, April 21- Friday, April 25, 2003
	

	Community Fun Group Mtg.

ISM
	Wednesday, April 23, 2003
	5:00 pm

	ISM Foundation Board Mtg.
	Thursday, April 24, 2003
	7:30 pm

	K and K/1 Fieldtrip to Sleeping Beauty
	Friday, April 25, 2003
	10 am

	School 5K Fun-raiser
	Sunday, April 27, 2003
	Meet at: 7:00 am Carmel Crossroads

	Deadline to Submit Yearbook Photos
	Wednesday, april 30, 2003
	5:00 pm

	Science Camp (Grade 1)
	Wednesday, April 30 – Friday, May 1, 2003
	Web of Life Science Camp

	IB Presentation 
	Saturday, May 3, 2003
	10:30 am, Multi-use Rm.

	CA Reads Swim Party at the Monterey Sports Center
	Sunday, May 4, 2003
	4:00 – 6:00 pm

	NEW!  International Festival 

at ISM
	Saturday, June 7, 2003
	Tentative: 10 am – 3 pm


International School of Monterey   P.O. Box 711, Monterey, CA 93942-0711
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