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Weekly News Brief

Friday, March 28, 2003
 
Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week ending March 28th   This news brief is distributed to the ISM community each Friday and serves as our primary communication tool.  For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, this document (and any referenced material) will be available online.  Just click on the “News” tab and scroll down to the desired News Brief date.  Please take the time each week to read this document and mark down those activities, deadlines, and events important to your family!

1. An Evening of Art:  Last Friday’s Evening of Art special event was a rousing success!  Hats off to Lisa Wichael-Loomis (mother of Raven Compagno, Grade 2) for organizing such an amazingly fun event!  Nearly 150 ISM parents and children participated in this family-friendly art extravaganza.  In addition to viewing the incredible array of student artwork and enjoying the various crafts activities, participants savored delicious desserts and enthusiastically bid for more than 25 raffle prizes!  Many thanks to all who helped make this event such a success – from those who contributed buffet table treats and raffle prizes to the DLI Airmen who spent countless hours hanging artwork to those who stopped by and PARTICIPATED!  Lisa Wichael-Loomis wishes to extend a special word of thanks to Betty Moonan for face painting for more than 2 1/2 hours straight; we appreciated her efforts!  In addition to supporting the arts and strengthening our community bonds, this event raised more than $650 for the ISM Arts Initiative / ISM Foundation! 


2. welcome ism’s new music & art teacher:  ISM students and staff will be welcoming our new Music and Art instructor at Monday morning’s assembly!  Fortunately, Mr. Michael Dvorak is available to fulfill these critical core IPC classes for the balance of the school year and he is extremely enthusiastic about the opportunity.  We look forward to wonderful things from him so be sure to ask your child(ren) about the exciting and intriguing activities they are doing in Music and Art classes over the next several weeks.

3. CULTURAL SENSITIVITY:  What makes ISM an “International” School?  This is a question often asked by parents of prospective students.  Our response begins with our Mission Statement: “to educate all children toward becoming conscientious, compassionate, and responsible citizens of the world.”  We then describe our international (IPC) curriculum with specific international learning targets and the global perspective in each unit.  We cannot exclude Spanish-language instruction, which goes beyond merely learning vocabulary, but also developing an understanding of the culture.  However, most important is the internationalism that the ISM community supports and hopefully models, which we define as follows: both a national and an international perspective with: 
· knowledge and understanding beyond that related to our own nationality;
· an understanding of the interdependence of people, countries, and cultures;
· an understanding of the independence of people, countries, and cultures.
We all have opinions, some stronger than others, about what is going on internationally.  Please keep in mind that we have 23 countries / nationalities represented here at ISM, and everyone in our community is entitled to respect, regardless of their passport.


4. ism library coming online:  With the wonderful assistance of Library Committee Chair, Tina Cordero, and her husband Mark, the ISM Library is starting to become a REALITY!  Follett Library automation software and barcode labels have already been ordered, previously donated books are being stamped “Property of ISM Library” (thanks to the help of the DLI volunteers), and library-appropriate shelving is being researched.  Even the previously unadorned walls are being given new life thanks to the creativity of designer Sally Burns!  Classic book characters such as the Cat in the Hat, Madeline, Harry Potter, Mother Goose, Olivia, and some of the vile villains from A Series of Unfortunate Events are now some of the library’s newest residents being beautifully brought to life by the skilled artistry of the DLI mural painting team.  ISM students and staff are also stopping by to paint their handprints onto the wall to create a beautiful border for the library windows.  If you have a minute to peak in and see the progress, feel welcome to do so; you’ll enjoy seeing the results!  To finish this grand project, we would welcome donations of acrylic paint (e.g., Delta Ceramcoat brand) in a variety of colors.  Contributions can be dropped off to either Mrs. Sally Burns (Room 3) or Lisa Burns (ISM office).

5. GRAND RE-OPENING OF ISM SCHOOL STORE:  Mr. Spedding’s 2nd Grade class announces the GRAND RE-OPENING of the ISM School Store on Monday, March 31st!  Closed for the past month to re-stock, the school store now features a new line of distinctive stationary products, including ISM monogrammed pencils, homework folders and spiral bound notebooks, in addition to a fine selection of snack products.  Come on by while supplies last!

6. 2002-03 Yearbook Production:  The next meeting of the Yearbook Committee is planned for Monday, March 31st at 3:30 – 4:30 p.m. in Señor Candia’s Room # 4.  All individuals interested in helping produce our 2002-03 school yearbook are highly encouraged to attend, regardless of experience. If you can not make the meeting, but are still interested in contributing, please contact Pam Hopkins at hopa_mom@yahoo.com, Kym Shenton at kshenton@gwdi.com, or Lisa Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org.

Picture contributions from the ISM community are now being accepted until Wednesday, april 30th; yearbook collection envelopes are posted just inside or outside each classroom as well as the Admin office.  To assist in processing submitted photos, please provide the following information on a post-it note on the backside of the photo: your name as contributor, name(s) and grade(s) of people in the picture, and event, if applicable.  Please note that photos submitted for yearbook use, may not be returned, so please plan accordingly. 


7. CA Reads Lunch for april:.  We are once again offering international cuisine for our first April lunch and inviting parents to join the fun!  The local downtown Indian eatery, India’s Clay Oven, will be providing their ever-tasty chicken or vegetable NAAN Burritos on Wednesday, april 2nd!  Completing the menu will be a green salad, fresh fruit salad, and milk or bottled water.  The cost for this luncheon is slightly higher at $4.50 per person.  Look for the lunch flyer in your child’s folder tonight and complete it – for yourself and your child - no later than MONday, March 31st! 

8. ISM Community Fun Group:  The Community Fun Group is indeed living up to its name as an organization dedicated to the goal of “having fun”.  This past Wednesday’s meeting at Barb’s Place Delicatessen attracted more than 20 fun-seekers who had a fantastic time!  Those brave individuals who publicly sang, “Let’s Get Together”, “Into the Great Wide Open”, “Time is on My Side”, or “We’re in the Money!” were awarded a chocolate treat and the admiration of their peers!  Be on the lookout for these future events sponsored by the Fun Group, such as an ISM book club, group babysitting nights, Family game night (both held at ISM), summertime beach parties, potlucks, hikes and camping trips!  

· Be sure to mark your calendars for these upcoming happenings: 
During Spring Break, Elinda Hardy will be organizing a Progressive Park Day on Tuesday, APRIL 8th from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Everyone is invited to make their way to favorite park sites from Marina to Pacific Grove perhaps discovering a new family favorites along the way!  Send park suggestions to ElindaH@yahoo.com and she will plan the day’s schedule of park visits based on parent input.  Look for more information in next week’s news brief.  

· The next COMMUNITY FUN GROUP meeting is planned for wednesday, april 23rd at ISM.  Come to share ideas, help plan upcoming events, meet new friends, and most importantly, have a good time!  See you there!  Contact Miss Bunch at sbunch@ismonterey.org or Esther Hobbs at esther_m_hobbs@hotmail.com if you have any questions or comments. 


9. spring break vacation options:  For those ISM families seeking youth activities during the april 7 – 11 Spring Break, give consideration to the following two options: 
(A)  YMCA Spring Break Camp: offered for Kindergartners through 5th graders at the YMCA from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.,  Monday, April 7th through Friday, April 11th.  Cost is $135 for YMCA members and $175 for non-members.  If interested, register directly at the YMCA office located at 600 Camino El Estero across from Lake El Estero.  Please note that a minimum of 20 children is required to be pre-registered by Friday, April 4th or the camp will be cancelled.  Call YMCA Child Care Director, Kelly Kaake, at 373-4167 for more information.

(B)  Lyceum Mixed Media Extravaganza:  offered especially for the ISM community, this class will be conducted daily from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon for 1 – 3 graders at the Lyceum site located at 1073 Sixth Street in Monterey.  Students will join instructor Sue Ann Hillyer to discover the wonders of crayons, pastels, tempera paint, watercolor, collage, and clay!  Register directly with the Lyceum.  Cost is $70 per student.  Call 372-6065 for more information or to register.

10. Parent Participation Possibilities (PPPs):  Parents frequently inquire as to ways they can contribute to ISM, either in terms of supplies, projects, or both.  This section of the news brief will serve as a handy resource highlighting the ways you can help.  So, visit this section often!   Also, remember to stop by the “wish list giving tree” outside the Admin office for suggestions of needed supplies.  Items needed this week are standard copy paper, poster board (both colored and white), and rolls of colored butcher paper, multi-plug power strips, and extension cords.  Thanks to all of you who have contributed so generously!  Your contributions have certainly made a difference!  Listed below are several Parent Participation Possibilities.
· new!  lunch / recess duty volunteers:  Despite the presence of 18 incredibly helpful volunteers from the 311th Air Force Squadron, we still are in need of parent and community volunteers to assist in the supervision of students on the upper and lower playgrounds (during the lunchtime recess) and in the lunch room between 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.  The DLI volunteers are not on campus during this time period and we are finding ourselves inadequately staffed with volunteers for this portion of our school day.  All ISM community members are encouraged to help!  Contact Lisa Burns if available.
· Library Volunteers:  We are one step closer to making ISM’s library a reality!  Library automation software was ordered this week and we expect to receive the shipment within 10 working days.  Volunteers do not need any prior library experience, just enthusiasm and patience.  We would like to start library visits next week and volunteers would assist the students with checking out books.  Please email Tina Cordero at cordero@redshift.com if you are interested in helping.  Please let us know your availability.
· REQUESTS FOR INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PAINT:  With the assistance of the Airmen (and women) currently volunteering at ISM, painting of the library, staff lounge, and possibly the exterior of the building has begun!  Donations of paint, particularly semi-gloss interior paint, are needed to move this project forward.  If anyone has paint to donate or knows of a good paint resource, please contact Lisa Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org.  

11. ISM Foundation Notes: 


A. Big Sur International Marathon and The KION “News 46” Schools 5K:  Like the slogan for Volkswagen, “Drivers Wanted”, walkers, joggers, and runners are wanted to participate in the Schools 5K fundraising event benefiting ISM, part of the Big Sur Marathon, scheduled for Sunday, April 27th!  Hopefully you have already received the event flyer at home and are pondering your family’s participation.  This event is incredibly fun and all who participated last year were so positive about their experiences!  We have a real chance at competing this year for a $1000 participation award from the Big Sur International Marathon (BSIM), but it requires the concerted involvement of families from each grade across ISM!  Please take a moment to stop by the Admin office to pick up a registration form (one per family member) and return it by WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2nd along with your event fee ($25 / adult, $15 / student).  Let’s model for our young people the importance of fitness and once we’ve completed our 5K walk, join forces to cheer fellow ISM’er and marathon runner, Scott Parrish (father of Bennett Parrish, Grade 1), across the finish line!  Contact Lisa Burns, event coordinator, for more information. 


B. ISM Logo Clothing: If you are interested in ordering ISM merchandise, another order will be placed within the next month.  Stop by the office to complete an order form and submit to Lisa Burns or Carrie Miles. 


C. ISM Recipe Book:  Please keep sending in your favorite family recipes for our “in progress” ISM recipe book.  If other ISM community members have sampled and enjoyed your recipes, please note that on your submission form.  For more information, contact Ellen Gaucher at elgaucher@sbcglobal.net. 

12.

	
	ISM EVENT HAPPENINGS
	

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	1st Day for Mr. Michael Dvorak

New Art and Music Instructor
	Monday, March 31, 2003
	

	rsvp date for CA Reads Lunch
	Monday, March 31, 2003
	By 3:00 pm

	Yearbook Committee Mtg.

Room #4
	Monday, March 31, 2003
	3:30 – 4:30 pm

	CA Reads Lunch: 

Indian Naan Burrito
	Wednesday, April 2, 2003

Parents Welcome to Join!
	11:55 am – 12:30 pm

	End of 3rd Quarter
	Friday, April 4, 2003
	

	Spring Break
	Monday, April 7 – Friday, April 11, 2003
	No School!

	Lyceum Spring Break Class:

Mixed Media Extravaganza
	Monday, April 7 – Friday, April 11, 2003

Offered at Lyceum, 1073 6th St., Monterey
	10 am – 12 Noon

	Progressive Park Day
	Tuesday, April 8, 2003
	10 am – 3 pm

	Qtr. 3 Parent-Teacher Conferences
	Wednesday, April 16 – Friday, April 25, 2003
	Per Teacher Schedule

	ISM Board Meeting
	Thursday, April 17, 2003
	7:00 pm

	Saturday Work Day
	Revised date: Saturday, April 19, 2003
	9:30 am – 12 Noon

	2003 TV Turn-off Week
	Monday, April 21 - Friday, April 25, 2003
	All Week!

	Science Camp (Gr. 4/5)
	Monday, April 21- Friday, April 25, 2003
	Mount Hermon Science Camp

	Spring Scholastic Book Fair
	Monday, April 21- Friday, April 25, 2003
	

	Community Fun Group Mtg.

ISM
	Wednesday, April 23, 2003
	5:00 pm

	ISM Foundation Board Mtg.
	Thursday, April 24, 2003
	7:30 pm

	K and K/1 Fieldtrip to Sleeping Beauty
	Friday, April 25, 2003
	10 am

	Deadline to Submit Yearbook Photos
	Wednesday, april 30, 2003
	5:00 pm

	CA Reads Swim Party at the Monterey Sports Center
	Sunday, May 4, 2003
	4 – 6 pm
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