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Weekly News Brief

Friday, March 21, 2003
 
Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week ending March 21st!  This news brief is distributed to the ISM community each Friday and serves as our primary communication tool.  For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, this document (and any referenced material) will be available online.  Just click on the “News” tab and scroll down to the desired News Brief date.  Please take the time each week to read this document and mark down those activities, deadlines, and events important to your family!

1. An Evening of Art:  Although many of you may not read this news brief until Sunday evening or early Monday morning, we wanted to be sure to highlight the Evening of Art special event scheduled for this evening from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Organized in celebration of March Arts Appreciation month, coordinator Lisa Wichael-Loomis (mother of Raven Compagno, Grade 2) has planned a family-friendly art extravaganza complete with nine arts and crafts booths, enticing raffle prizes, scrumptious desserts, and a wonderful ISM student artwork plus original pieces by staff member Sabas Justiniano!  Arts and crafts booths will include: tissue paper art, face painting, watercolor pencil pictures, Chinese writing lesson, origami cranes, fabric painting, sidewalk art, pastel jellyfish, and clay play!  The cost of admission is $10 per family.  Raffle tickets will be available for purchase for $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00.  So, jumpstart your weekend by stopping by this evening to support the efforts of our talented students, staff, and volunteers who have come together to make this event a reality. 


2. Classroom Teacher Assignments for 2003-04 School Year: The ISM Board approved the teacher assignments for the coming school year at the Thursday, March 13th Board meeting.  We are very excited about the addition of the qualified new personnel as well as the return of most of our current competent ISM teaching stars.  Next year’s line-up includes: 

Kindergarten – Ms. Kim Reimer, most recently from Bali International School; 

1st Grade – Ms. Chantel Touryan, our own outstanding instructional aide and substitute teacher; 

1/2 multi-age class – Ms. Sandrine Diamond, her third multi-age assignment; 

2nd Grade – Mr. Tod Spedding, “I love this age-group!”;

3rd Grade – Dr. Steve Carber, Inquiry-man himself;

4th Grade – Mr. Michael Bailey, coming to us from Chinhae Foreign School, Korea (also a Taekwondo black belt);

5/6 multi-age class – Ms. Sally Burns, our enthusiastic and energetic 1st grade teacher is moving to this level, which more closely aligns with her previous experience;

Spanish – Mr. Rene Candia, Señor will be back with passwords, Muzzy, and leveled classes.

Part-time teaching positions that have not yet been filled, but for which we are actively recruiting include P.E., Art, Music, and Spanish. Note: Ms. Lourdes Valdespino will be returning to Miami Beach after this, a sabbatical year, and Miss Sarah Bunch will be studying French and traveling around Europe. Both have indicated an interest in returning, so this may only be farewell for now.

3. best wishes to art/music/p.e. instructor Mr. win bender!:  Today will be Mr. Win’s last day at ISM.  Citing health reasons and a need to reduce stress, Mr. Win has reluctantly submitted his resignation, effective this afternoon.  We certainly wish him the very best in the future and appreciate his efforts on behalf of all of our students.  Since Art, Music, and P.E. are considered “core classes” for purposes of the I.P.C., International Primary Curriculum, credentialed replacements are being sought with several interviews underway.  We are happy to welcome Mrs. Carmi Pegher to the ISM staff as the new P.E. teacher.  She will begin bright and early Monday morning!


4. Student check-in / out procedure:  A very important reminder that students who are coming to school late (both for excused and unexcused reasons) as well as those students who are leaving school grounds early due to illness, appointments, or family reasons must be either checked in to or out of the office by their parent or caretaker.  This policy ensures the safety and well being of the student and keeps the office apprised of the students’ whereabouts during school hours.  We request that parents also remind their child(ren) of this policy so that students understand that it is for their own safety.  Many thanks!

5. 2002-03 Yearbook Production:  Please plan on attending the Yearbook Committee’s first official production meeting scheduled for Monday, March 24th at 3:30 – 4:30 p.m. in Señor Candia’s Room # 4.  All individuals interested in helping produce our 2002-03 school yearbook are highly encouraged to attend, regardless of experience.  Certainly if you do have photographic, layout, or desktop publishing experience, those skills are highly desirable.  If you are not able to come to the meeting, but are still interested in contributing, please contact Pam Hopkins at hopa_mom@yahoo.com, Kym Shenton at kshenton@gwdi.com, or Lisa Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org.  All ISM community members are encouraged to submit photos of special events, fieldtrips, and a slice of life in the day of your child’s class, etc. to the Yearbook Folder in the office.


6. additional CA Reads Lunch for march:.  A third lunch has been added to the March schedule for Wednesday, March 26th!  Thanks, once again, to the generosity of parent John Nahas, students will be treated to a menu of macaroni and cheese, green salad, peaches, milk, and water. The cost is $3.00 per student.  Please R.S.V.P. no later than MONday, March 24th to ensure that your child is on “the list” for lunch for the following day.  Any late submittals will be returned!  This lunch will also be a fundraiser for the CA Reads program to help support the cost of prizes for each station, certificates, as well as the end-of-year pool party at the Monterey Sports Center on Sunday, May 4th from 6 – 8 p.m.  All students who have reached Station #8 by Friday, April 26th, the last day to submit CA Reads logs, will be rewarded for their success by participation in the pool party.  Parents and siblings of ISM students are welcome to participate for a nominal fee.  More details to follow.


6. ISM Community Fun Group:  The next meeting of the Community Fun Group is set for Wednesday, March 26th at 5:00 p.m. at Barb’s Place Delicatessen located on 201 Lighthouse Avenue.  Many of you have already shared some fantastic ideas with “high fun” potential intended to build a stronger community. Now let’s get the ball rolling and start planning and organizing some fun-filled activities!  Contact Miss Bunch at sbunch@ismonterey.org or Esther Hobbs at esther_m_hobbs@hotmail.com if you have any questions or comments.  Kids are certainly welcome!  See you there!


7. A Conversation on the International Baccalaureate (IB):  Dr. Steve Carber and Tod Spedding hosted "A Conversation on the International Baccalaureate Degree (IB) Program" for families of 2nd  and 3rd  graders this past Thursday, March 20th.  The limited number of parents who attended had the opportunity to increase their knowledge of the IB-track curriculum and the direct role parents play in improving their child’s chances to succeed in this environment.  Steve and Tod both have personal experience teaching abroad in international school environments, to include Zurich, Switzerland and Amsterdam, Netherlands.  Please note that this meeting was a precursor to a school-wide information meeting currently being coordinated with the California International Baccalaureate Organization (CIBO).

8. Male Chaperone Found for 4th/5th Grade Science Camp!:  Julius deVera, father of Gabe deVera, has graciously stepped forward to serve as the second male chaperone for the 4th/5th grade outing to the Mount Hermon Science Camp during the week of April 21st  – 25th!  Ms. Valdespino and her intrepid class of soon-to-be science experts are absolutely thrilled!  We thank J.R. and his fellow chaperones, Terry Duffy and Herman Hernandez, for their collective willingness to take time off and spend it with our campers!  We look forward to hearing (or reading) your “tales from the field” upon your return and how Ms. Valdespino survived the outdoor experience without her blow dryer and microwave!
9. spring break vacation options:  For those ISM families seeking youth activities during the april 7 – 11 Spring Break, give consideration to the following two options: 
(A)  YMCA Spring Break Camp: offered for Kindergartners through 5th graders at the YMCA from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.,  Monday, April 7th through Friday, April 11th.  Cost is $135 for YMCA members and $175 for non-members.  If interested, register directly at the YMCA office located at 600 Camino El Estero across from Lake El Estero.  Please note that a minimum of 20 children is required to be pre-registered by Friday, April 4th or the camp will be cancelled.  Call YMCA Child Care Director, Kelly Kaake, at 373-4167 for more information.

(B)  Lyceum Mixed Media Extravaganza:  offered especially for the ISM community, this class will be conducted daily from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon for 1 – 3 graders at the Lyceum site located at 1073 Sixth Street in Monterey.  Students will join instructor Sue Ann Hillyer to discover the wonders of crayons, pastels, tempera paint, watercolor, collage, and clay!  Register directly with the Lyceum.  Cost is $70 per student.  Call 372-6065 for more information or to register.
 
10. Scholastic Book Fair Pre-sale of harry potter and the order of the phoenix:  Once again, plan on stopping by ISM’s library during the week of April 21st  – 25th to peruse the books in the Scholastic Book Fair.  As mentioned previously, there will also be a special pre-sale opportunity during the Book Fair to purchase the fifth installment in J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix for your family, friends, or donate a copy to the ISM library!  The cost for advance book orders is $29.99, which includes a baseball cap ($17 value).  ISM will receive 30% of all Harry Potter pre-sales!  Once the book is released, it will be mailed directly to each student.  Please keep in mind that pre-ordering from other sources such as Amazon.com or Borders.com will not benefit ISM financially.  

11. Parent Participation Possibilities (PPPs):  Parents frequently inquire as to ways they can contribute to ISM, either in terms of supplies, projects, or both.  This section of the news brief will serve as a handy resource highlighting the ways you can help.  So, visit this section often!   Also, remember to stop by the “wish list giving tree” outside the Admin office for suggestions of needed supplies.  Still needed this week are rolls of colored butcher paper, brightly colored copy paper, highlighters, dry erase marker sets, and overhead projector pens.  Thanks to all of you who have contributed so generously!  Your contributions have certainly made a difference!  Listed below are several Parent Participation Possibilities.
*
Library Volunteers still needed:  We are one step closer to making ISM’s library a reality!  Library automation software was ordered this week and we expect to receive the shipment within 10 working days.  Volunteers do not need any prior library experience, just enthusiasm and patience.  We would like to start library visits next week and volunteers would assist the students with checking out books.  Please email Tina Cordero at cordero@redshift.com if you are interested in helping.  Please let us know your availability.
*    REQUESTS FOR INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PAINT:  With the assistance of the Airmen (and women) currently volunteering at ISM, painting will begin shortly of the library, staff lounge, and possibly the exterior of the building!  Donations of paint, particularly semi-gloss interior paint, are needed to move this project forward.  If anyone has paint to donate or knows of a good paint resource, please contact Lisa Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org.  

12. no parking in red zone at front of building:  Neighbors of ISM are complaining that parents are routinely parking in the “No Parking” red zones at the front of the building on Seeno Street.  Certainly for safety, if not financial, purposes, we discourage parents from parking in this area as you risk incurring a $20-$40 ticket for doing so.  If enough neighbors complain, Monterey police officers may just decide to “camp out” nearby to issue tickets as needed.  Let’s avoid the whole situation by either parking in designated areas or using the back parking lot for drop-off and pick-up times.  Additionally, please remember to slow down on the 300 and 400 blocks of Monroe Street.  The posted speed limit is 25 m.p.h. for a residential/school zone.

13. ISM Foundation Notes: 

A. St. Patrick’s Day Fundraiser at Santa Lucia Market:  This most recent dinner fundraiser netted $540.00 in profit for the ISM Foundation!  We certainly would like to thank the Grobecker family, especially Uwe and Tricia, for inviting us all into their restaurant and treating us to a classic St. Patty’s Day meal of corned beef and cabbage, green beer, green Jell-O, and even green pizza for the youngsters and the young-at-heart!  

B. Big Sur International Marathon and The KION “News 46” Schools 5K:  Yesterday was the first official day of Spring, so don your running or walking shoes and gear up to get in shape for the Big Sur Marathon - Schools 5K scheduled for Sunday, April 27th!  This coming week, Ms. Lisa Burns will be distributing pledge forms to all the students through the folders for the 5K.  Interested students and families can then begin to solicit pledges from family members and friends!   Last year, the ISM “team of participants” won $500 just for showing up (based on participants as a percentage of enrollment).  It is our goal to once again compete for this award while enjoying the benefits of exercise, incredible views, fresh air, community building, and friendship.  Contact Lisa Burns, event coordinator, for more information. 


C. ISM Logo Clothing: If you are interested in ordering ISM merchandise, another order will be placed within the next month.  Stop by the office to complete an order form and submit to Lisa Burns or Carrie Miles. 


D. ISM Recipe Book:  Please keep sending in your favorite family recipes for our “in progress” ISM recipe book.  If other ISM community members have sampled and enjoyed your recipes, please note that on your submission form.  For more information, contact Ellen Gaucher at elgaucher@sbcglobal.net. 

14.

	
	ISM EVENT HAPPENINGS
	

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	rsvp date for CA Reads Lunch
	Monday, March 24, 2003
	By 3:00 pm

	Juan Sanchez Assembly
	Monday, March 24, 2003
	8:10 am

	Lyceum Super Shapes Class (FULL)
	Mondays through March 31 
	3:15 – 4:45 pm

	Yearbook Committee Mtg.

Room #4
	Monday, March 24, 2003
	3:30 – 4:30 pm

	CA Reads Lunch: 

Mac-n-Cheese
	Wednesday, March 26, 2003
	11:55 am – 12:30 pm

	Community Fun Group Mtg.

Barb’s Place Deli
	Wednesday, March 26, 2003
	5:00 pm

	Free Dress Friday
	Last Friday each month, March 28, 2003
	8:00 am – 3:00 pm

	End of 3rd Quarter
	Friday, April 4, 2003
	

	Spring Break
	Monday, April 7 – Friday, April 11, 2003
	No School!

	Lyceum Spring Break Class:

Mixed Media Extravaganza
	Monday, April 7 – Friday, April 11, 2003

Offered at Lyceum, 1073 6th St., Monterey
	10 am – 12 Noon

	Qtr. 3 Parent-Teacher Conferences
	Wednesday, April 16 – Friday, April 25, 2003
	Per Teacher Schedule

	ISM Board Meeting
	Thursday, April 17, 2003
	7:00 pm

	Saturday Work Day
	Revised date: Saturday, April 19, 2003
	9:30 am – 12 Noon

	ISM Foundation Board Mtg.
	Thursday, April 24, 2003
	5:30 pm

	2003 TV Turn-off Week
	Monday, April 21 - Friday, April 25, 2003
	All Week!

	Science Camp (Gr. 4/5)
	Monday, April 21- Friday, April 25, 2003
	Mount Hermon Science Camp

	Spring Scholastic Book Fair
	Monday, April 21- Friday, April 25, 2003
	

	CA Reads Swim Party at the Monterey Sports Center
	Sunday, May 4, 2003
	4 – 6 pm
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