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Weekly News Brief

Friday, March 14, 2003
 
Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week ending March 14th!  This news brief is distributed to the ISM community each Friday and serves as our primary communication tool.  For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, the weekly news briefs (and any referenced forms, surveys, and material) will be available electronically.  Please take the time each week to mark on your home calendars those activities, deadlines, and events important to your family!

1. A Touch of Green:  ISM students are encouraged to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day this coming Monday, March 17th by wearing a “touch of green” along with their regular uniform.  In support of “all things Irish”, students can wear St. Patty’s Day pins, sport green socks and tights, or even show off a green head of hair.  We are leaving the door open for creativity!  Don’t forget about the St. Patrick’s Day Fundraiser at the Santa Lucia Market from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.  (See item # 14A below for more details!)  

2. D.L.I. Air Force Volunteers:  ISM is reaping the benefits of an extremely supportive volunteer partnership with the Defense Language Institute (D.L.I.) and the 311th Air Force Squadron coordinated by Airmen Saylor and Schniebs.  For several weeks now there has been a group of Air Force men and women on campus taking part in a ravine beautification project while simultaneously completing their community service requirement.  (Note: Military personnel assigned to DLI who have not yet begun their language training are required to complete community service hours, recently expanded to include off-base community outreach opportunities such as ISM.)  The ravine beautification project involves removing trash and debris from the area, re-introducing native plants, building hillside steps and a deck, and establishing a “teaching garden” for our students.  We are so fortunate to have their help as this was a vision of ours since we first moved to the former Thomas O. Larkin Center last Fall.
Just yesterday, an additional group of Airmen and women joined their colleagues on-campus to assist in individual classrooms to include Spanish, on the playground, in the lunch room, and with the Math*Ability program.  They were greeted warmly by ISM students and staff alike.  It is expected that this volunteer partnership with DLI will be on-going and ISM will continue to benefit from this incredibly versatile volunteer pool!  An excellent example of this is the dedicated team of Airmen who are tackling ISM’s file server and network needs that until now have been inadequately addressed.  Over the past several days, they have already contributed many hours to establishing the system and are willing to see the job though regardless of the volunteer hours required. 

3. CA Reads Program / Lunch:. The Burrito Bash is coming up this coming Wednesday, March 19th! Please be aware that lunches have already been pre-ordered, so we will not be accepting any orders next week.  Any late submittals will be returned!  These lunches are fundraisers for the CA Reads program to help support the cost of prizes (for each station), certificates, as well as the end-of-year pool party at the Monterey Sports Center on Sunday, May 4th from 6 – 8 p.m.  All students who have reached Station #8 by Friday, April 26th, the last day to submit CA Reads logs, will be rewarded for their success by participation in the pool party.  Parents and siblings of ISM students are welcome to participate for a nominal fee.  More details to follow.


4. Saturday Work Day:  The response to this past Saturday Work Day was wonderful!  Despite a full line-up of projects, to include the library, garden, and set-up for the International Women’s Day event, we had close to 25 parents who showed up to help.  The energy and commitment to accomplish our varied tasks – with good humor and support – was evident throughout the day!  The morning’s accomplishments included sorting, alphabetizing, and shelving books in ISM’s developing library, installing the fencing around the perimeter of the garden, and setting up for the evening’s special event.  The Site Committee, especially Lisa Burns and Richard Herbert, wish to personally thank all of you who contributed your time, effort, humor, and passion on Saturday; we are so proud of our wonderfully contributory ISM community!


5. A Conversation About the International Baccalaureate (IB):  Dr. Steve Carber and Tod Spedding are hosting "A Conversation about the International Baccalaureate Degree (IB) Program" for families of 2nd and 3rd grade students on Thursday, March 20th at 5:00 p.m. in Room 5.  The meeting will be informal and conversational.  Steve and Tod, both of whom have personal experience teaching abroad in an international school environment in Zurich, Switzerland and Amsterdam, Holland respectively, will share their knowledge of the IB Primary and Middle Years Programs, and distribute literature about the IB generally.  This is a precursor to a school-wide information meeting currently being coordinated with the California International Baccalaureate Organization (CIBO).

6. 2nd Grade IPC Unit: “You Are What You Eat”:  The 2nd grade is looking for resources for our next IPC unit entitled, “You Are What You Eat” exploring food and food production.  We are looking for contacts in the following areas:  Monterey County growers / packers / distributors (e.g., lettuce, broccoli, strawberries, artichokes); local restaurant owners, especially of ethnic foods; local fisherman; and / or related areas.  We wish to walk the fields, meet the growers and laborers, smell the soil, see the processing and packing, and sample foods from around the world.  Please see Tod Spedding if you have any resource suggestions.


7. ISM Community Fun Group:  The next meeting of the Community Fun Group is set for Wednesday, March 26th at 5:00 p.m. at Barb’s Place Delicatessen located on 201 Lighthouse Avenue.  Many of you have already shared some fantastic ideas with “high fun” potential intended to build a stronger community. Now let’s get the ball rolling and start planning and organizing some fun-filled activities!  Contact Miss Bunch at sbunch@ismonterey.org or Esther Hobbs at esther_m_hobbs@hotmail.com if you have any questions or comments.  See you there!
8. Yearbook:  The Yearbook Committee is actively seeking more individuals to contribute their photographic and layout talents to the creation of this year’s 2002-03 school yearbook.  The next planning meeting is being scheduled, time to be announced, based on people’s availability.  All ISM community members are encouraged to submit photos of special events, fieldtrips, a slice of life in the day of your child’s class, etc…..to the Yearbook Folder in the office.  For more information on how you can help, contact Pam Hopkins at hopa_mom@yahoo.com or Kym Shenton at kshenton@gwdi.com .

9. Male Chaperone Needed for 4th/5th Grade Science Camp:  The 4th/5th grade class will be attending the Mount Hermon Science Camp during the week of April 21 – 25, 2003.  At this time, we do not have enough male chaperones to accompany the children which jeopardizes our ability to take them on this meaningful educational outing.  If any male ISM community member (18 or older) is available to help, please email Ms. Valdespino ASAP at lvaldespino@ismonterey.org.

10. Spring Scholastic Book Fair / Pre-orders of Harry Potter #5:  The Spring Scholastic Book Fair is scheduled for the week of April 21 – 25 in the ISM library!  Just imagine, you can get your December holiday shopping done EARLY and support ISM’s developing library at the same time!  The collection of titles available for the Spring Fair is entirely different from those offered in December, so mark your calendars now and plan on stopping by (more than once!) during the week and purchase generously.  
We also wanted to inform you now of the opportunity during the Book Fair to pre-order the fifth installment of the Harry Potter series due to be released Saturday, June 21st.  The cost for advance book orders is $29.99 and that includes a baseball cap ($17 value).  ISM will receive 30% of all Harry Potter pre-sales!  Once the book is released, it will be mailed directly to each student.  Please keep in mind that pre-ordering from other sources such as Amazon.com or Borders.com will not benefit ISM financially.  

11. March – Arts Appreciation Month:  Last Saturday’s International Women’s Day event held here at ISM kicked off our celebration of March as “Arts Appreciation Month”!  Coordinator Marie Butcher did an incredible job planning this event, to include a Powerpoint presentation, six tables of hands-on art activities inspired by the work of Georgia O”Keefe, Frida Kahlo and Niki de St. Phalle, and tasty refreshments.  We would like to extend a special thanks to all who helped with the preparation of materials, set-up and break-down of the event, and those who provided such a variety of food items.  Your help was greatly appreciated!  Everyone, especially the parents who attended this special event, seemed to thoroughly enjoy the creative art projects and learning more about some notable women.  Attendees had the opportunity to list women they considered remarkable, and those who were honored included: Mother Theresa, Amelia Earhardt, Queen Elizabeth II, Margaret Thatcher, Georgia O’Keefe, Helen Keller, Alice Waters, Hildegaard of Bingen, our very own Lourdes Valdespino, and, of course, lots of votes for Mom!  If you have not yet seen the colorful angel “mosaic”, beautiful doves, and O’Keefe-like flowers created at the event, they are now gracing the Multi-purpose room.  Take a moment to see them as well as some photos of the event on display in the display case across from the copy room.
There’s more art fun in store at the Arts Night coming up this Friday, March 21st from 6 – 8:30 p.m.  This special event will feature arts and crafts for the whole family, a raffle, dessert and a wonderful showcasing of ISM student art work!  At the same time, it will be helping to support the ISM Foundation and the ISM Arts Initiative.  Projects at the nine (9) arts and crafts booths include:  tissue paper art, face painting, watercolor pencil pictures, Chinese writing lesson, origami cranes, fabric painting, sidewalk art, pastel jellyfish, and clay play!  What a line-up!  Thanks go to coordinator Lisa Wichael-Loomis for starting early and designing this fun-filled art event for the whole school!  Event admission is $10 per family and raffle tickets will be sold for $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00.  To assist with this event or donate special desserts or beverages, contact Lisa Wichael-Loomis at 658-0267.
12. Parent Participation Possibilities (PPPs):  Parents frequently inquire as to ways they can contribute to ISM, either in terms of supplies, projects, or both.  This section of the news brief will serve as a handy resource highlighting the ways you can help.  So, visit this section often!   Also, remember to stop by the “wish list giving tree” outside the Admin office for suggestions of needed supplies.  Still needed this week are: rolls of colored butcher paper, a label-maker machine, brightly colored copy paper, highlighters, dry erase marker sets, and overhead projector pens.  Thanks to all of you who have contributed so generously!  Your contributions have certainly made a difference!  
Listed below are several Parent Participation Possibilities:
*
NEW!  Library Volunteers Needed:  No experience necessary.  We would like to start library visits next week and volunteers would assist the students with checking out books.  Additionally, volunteers are needed to enter our existing library books into a database.  Please email Tina Cordero at cordero@redshift.com if you are able to help.  Please let us know your availability.

*
ISM Garden: donations of soil, bedding plants, and labor to finish creating the garden fence.

13. ISM Foundation Notes: 

A. St. Patrick’s Day Fundraiser at Santa Lucia Market:  Please attend the March ISM dinner fundraiser on Monday, March 17th from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m., where we will be celebrating all things Irish at the Santa Lucia Market, owned by Uwe and Patricia Grobecker.  Celebrants and ISM supporters will don party hats and enjoy holiday fare of corned beef and cabbage (for adults) and pizza (for the youngsters)!  This should be a particularly lively and convivial fundraiser, so plan on participating, especially if you are Irish!

B. Big Sur International Marathon and The KION “News 46” Schools 5K:  It is already time to register our participation in the Big Sur Marathon Schools 5K scheduled for Sunday, April 27th.  Last year, ISM won $500 based on the number of participants as a percentage of our enrollment.  It is our goal to once again compete for this award while enjoying the benefits of exercise, incredible views, fresh air, community building, and friendship.  Contact Lisa Burns, the school’s coordinator for this event, if interested in participating.  Further event information and pledge forms will be forthcoming.


C. Target “Take Charge of Education”:  ISM received a check this week of $97.67 from Target, monies generated by linking your Target and Guest cards to ISM.  We are able to double this amount by using all or part of this payout check to purchase library books through Capstone Press.  This was a surprise benefit of which we will most certainly take advantage.  If you have a Target or Guest card, be sure to take the time to identify ISM as your desired school to support!  Thank you! 


D. Box Tops for Education:  Please turn in your Box Tops for Education to the canister located in the office by Friday, March 21st.  Contributions need to be forwarded to Box Tops by month’s end! 


E. ISM Logo Clothing: If you are interested in ordering ISM merchandise, another order will be placed within the next month.  Stop by the office to complete an order form and submit to Lisa Burns or Carrie Miles. 


F. ISM Recipe Book:  Please keep sending in your favorite family recipes for our “in progress” ISM recipe book.  If other ISM community members have sampled and enjoyed your recipes, please note that on your submission form.  For more information, contact Ellen Gaucher at pgaucher8@sbcglobal.net
14.

	
	ISM EVENT HAPPENINGS
	

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	Monterey Public Library

Used Book Sale
	Saturday, March 15, 2003

Buy a Book for the ISM Library!
	9 am – 12 Noon

	Lyceum Super Shapes Class (FULL)
	Mondays through March 31st 
	3:15 – 4:45 pm

	St. Patrick’s Day Fundraiser

Santa Lucia Market
	Monday, March 17, 2003
	5:00 – 8:00 pm

	4th Grade STAR Writing Assessment
	Tuesday, March 18, 2003
	8:00 am

	2nd CA Reads Lunch: Burritos
	Wednesday, March 19, 2003
	11:55 am – 12:30 pm

	An Evening of Art
	Friday, March 21, 2003
	6:00 – 8:30 pm

	Juan Sanchez Assembly
	Monday, March 24, 2003
	8:10 am

	Community Fun Group Mtg.
	Wednesday, March 26, 2003
	5:00 pm

	Yearbook Committee Mtg.
	Date to be Announced
	Time TBA

	Free Dress Friday
	Last Fri. ea. month, March 28, 2003
	8:00 am – 3:00 pm

	End of 3rd Quarter
	Friday, April 4, 2003
	

	Spring Break
	Monday, April 7 – Friday, April 11, 2003
	No School!

	Lyceum Spring Break Class:

Mixed Media Extravaganza
	Monday, April 7 – Friday, April 11, 2003

Offered at Lyceum, 1073 6th St., Monterey
	10 am – 12 Noon

	ISM Foundation Board Mtg.
	Thursday, April 17, 2003
	5:30 pm

	Saturday Work Day
	Revised date: Saturday, April 19, 2003
	9:30 am – 12 Noon

	2003 TV Turn-off Week
	Monday, April 21 - Friday, April 21, 2003
	All Week!

	Science Camp (Gr. 4/5)
	Monday, April 21- Friday, April 25, 2003
	Mount Hermon Science Camp

	Spring Scholastic Book Fair
	Monday, April 21- Friday, April 25, 2003
	

	ISM Board Meeting
	Thursday, April 24, 2003
	7:00 pm

	CA Reads Swim Party at the Monterey Sports Center
	Sunday, May 4, 2003
	4 – 6 pm
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