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Weekly News Brief

Friday, February 28, 2003
 

ISM’s weekly newsletter is distributed to ISM parents each Friday and serves as our primary communication source for “what’s happening at school”. For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, the weekly news briefs (and any referenced forms, surveys, and material) will be available electronically.  Please take the time each week to mark on your home calendars those activities, deadlines, and events important to your family!

1. 2003-04 Recruiting Schedule:  ISM’s Executive Director, Chrissie Jahn, has been braving the snow and bitter cold of St. Louis, Missouri this week to attend the annual meeting of the Association for the Advancement of International Education (AAIE).  She then continues her recruiting efforts for new staff (Grades K, 4, and 5/6) for the 2003-04 school year by participating in the International School Services (ISS) recruiting fair this weekend.  Once again, please take a moment to thank Mr. Tod Spedding for his tremendous effort in producing a wonderful recruitment video highlighting ISM’s unique curriculum and students!  His efforts have been invaluable this past week in assisting Chrissie recruit top-notch instructors for our growing school.

2. ISM Community Fun Group:  By now most of you have received the extremely clever “Fortune Teller” invitations to the Community Fun Group gathering planned for tomorrow morning, Saturday, March 1st, at 9:30 a.m. at Via Paraiso Park.  The group’s stated goal once again is to strengthen the ISM Community through enjoyable and creative social events.  So, come out tomorrow with your favorite Saturday morning refreshment (bagels, pastries, or fruit), indulge in the beverages provided, and let the fun begin!  The more new faces the better!  Forsake housekeeping, grocery shopping, or your traditional Saturday morning activities to bring the family to the park and let’s get to know one another!  All are welcome!  Let’s make ISM a place “where everybody knows your name”.  Contact Miss Bunch for suggestions for a group theme song and / or activity ideas.  In the event of inclement weather, plan on meeting at The Coffee Bear located at 173 Central Avenue in Pacific Grove near Tillie Gorts restaurant.


3. CA Reads Lunches for March:  Just a reminder that the deadline to order BOTH lunches for March is this Monday, March 3rd!  Menu choices include:  Pizza on Wednesday, March 5th and Burritos on Wednesday, March 19th.  Once again, these lunches are pre-ordered for the school in advance so we regret that we are unable to process late orders.
In honor of Read Across America Day and Dr. Seuss’s Birthday, the CA Reads program will be providing ICE CREAM and strawberries for all students during lunch time on Monday!  The dessert’s red and white theme celebrates the “Cat in the Hat’s” famous red and white tophat!  Other celebratory events during the day include Grade 1’s pajama party and parents stopping by to read their favorite Dr. Seuss stories.


4. March is Fire Prevention Month:  To kick off Fire Prevention Month, we have planned our 3rd monthly fire drill on Monday morning at 9:25 a.m. shortly after our Monday morning assembly.  To date, ISM students have performed extremely well during the previous two fire drills, lining up and exiting quietly and quickly and being respectful of the process.  Additionally, we will be joined by fire fighters from the Monterey Fire Department for a special Fire Prevention and Awareness assembly on Friday, March 7th from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m.  Parents are certainly welcome to join us for that assembly.


5. Faculty Appreciation Luncheon:  “Gracias” to parent coordinator Betty Moonan and those 4th / 5th grade parents who contributed “tasty morsels” for this month’s Faculty Appreciation luncheon.  A buffet of appetizing, home-cooked items is certainly appreciated and a welcome diversion from our normal lunch-time fare!  The parents of Ms. Diamond’s “Ducklings” will be hosting next month’s luncheon (date to be determined) and we are looking forward to being spoiled once again.  Thanks!


6. Library Work Day:  Following the success of our Holiday Scholastic Book Fair and a steady stream of library book donations from parents, it is now time to move forward with organizing the library: sorting books, weeding out unwanted titles, establishing a filing / check out system, researching library grants, etc.  Anyone interested in helping to establish the library is invited to come to a “Library Work Day” scheduled for March’s Saturday Work Day, March 8th from 9:30 a.m. to 12 Noon.  We can use all the help we can get.  Committed volunteers who participate in this event may then form the nucleus of the school’s library committee to pursue ongoing library-building activities. Please contact Lisa Burns (647-1010 / lburns@ismonterey.org) or Tina Cordero (751-3864) if interested in joining the Library Committee or helping on this work day.  Thank you!

7. Spring Scholastic Book Fair / Pre-orders of Harry Potter #5:  We already have our Spring Scholastic Book Fair scheduled for the week of April 21st!  The collection of titles available for the Spring Fair is entirely different from those offered in December so we are again encouraging parents to support the building of ISM’s library and classroom collections by purchasing generously.  We also wanted to inform you early of the opportunity during the Book Fair to pre-order installment #5 in the Harry Potter series due to be released Saturday, June 21st.  The cost for advance book orders is $29.99 that includes a baseball cap ($17 value) and ISM will receive 30% of pre-sales!  Once the book is released, it will be mailed directly to each student.  Please keep in mind that pre-ordering from other sources such as Amazon.com or Borders.com will not benefit ISM financially.  

8. ISM Arts’ Initiative:  March is “Arts Appreciation Month” and the teachers are planning more arts activities in the classroom.  The ISM Arts Initiative has already begun sales of art cards ($3.00/each or 6/ $15.00 available for purchase directly from Room 5) featuring the beautiful artwork from the 2nd grade class.  The original pastels are on display in downtown Monterey at Bay Books - congratulations, 2nd graders!  Two important events to put on your calendar for March are:
1. International Women’s Day:  Saturday, March 8th, 4-6 p.m.:  To celebrate the day, we will have a social event for the whole school in the multi-purpose room.  There will be a short presentation on the history of International Women’s Day followed by interactive activities and art projects for parents and children.  Please contact Marie Butcher at 649-1033 if you would like to help with the art projects or bring food (appetizers / snacks / drinks).  Between 9:30 a.m. and Noon during the morning “Saturday Work Day”, volunteers will be needed to help decorate and set-up for the event.  Contact Lisa Burns or Marie if interested. Thank you!!!
2. An Evening of Art:  Friday, March 21st, 6-8:30 p.m.. Come enjoy an evening of art with a variety of arts and crafts activities for parents to do with their children.  Different art projects reflecting the diverse artistic talents within our ISM community will be available at booths in the multi-purpose room.  Admission is $10 per family.  All proceeds will go to the ISM Foundation / ISM Arts Initiative.  To assist with this event, contact Lisa Wichael-Loomis at 658-0267.
9. ISM Uniform Policy:  New uniform-appropriate clothing hit campus this week as students, teachers, and parents donned fashionable fleece jackets and vests, white polos, and jean shirts with an attractively embroidered ISM logo – all items available for purchase through the ISM Foundation merchandise sales.  For one first grader, on several occasions this week, the excitement of wearing this new personalized school jacket even led him (name withheld to protect the innocent) to be fully dressed with his bed made by 6:00 a.m.!  If you missed the first round of clothing sales, complete an order form and drop it off at the office, and see what this attractive line of clothing can do to jazz up your family’s school wardrobe.
On a related note, students and parents are once again reminded to adhere to the ISM uniform dress code.  Entirely too many youngsters are coming to school each day inappropriately dressed, a fact that was clearly evident after screening Mr. Spedding’s recently filmed recruitment video.  Common infractions include wearing sweatshirts (and other outerwear) with logos, non-uniform pants, specifically cargo pants and jeans, and multi-colored and trademarked shoes.  ISM is proud of its uniform policy and we believe that a stronger, more unified and respectful community can be fostered through adherence to the policy.  Please note that beginning in early March, students “out of uniform” will receive a Uniform Infraction Form that will be signed by a staff person and sent home in the child’s folder.  

10. Parent Participation Possibilities (PPPs):  Parents frequently inquire as to ways they can contribute to ISM, either in terms of supplies, projects, or both.  This section of the news brief will serve as a handy resource highlighting the ways you can help.  So, visit this section often!   Also, remember to stop by the “wish list giving tree” outside the Admin office for suggestions of needed supplies.  This week, we are requesting a label-maker machine, brightly colored copy paper, dry erase marker sets, overhead projector pens, and all sizes of post-it notes.  Parents have been extremely generous the past several weeks in purchasing “wish list” items and we thank you tremendously!  Your contributions have certainly made a difference!  
Listed below are several Parent Participation Possibilities:
*
NEW!  Parent Tour Guides:  Any parents interested in leading tours of ISM for prospective families are encouraged to contact Lisa Burns in the Admin office.  Having such assistance would be extremely helpful in more effectively managing administrative functions as well as providing invaluable parent perspective to interested families. 

*
NEW!  Show Case and Bulletin Board(s) Decorator:  Creative individuals are sought to adopt a hallway bulletin board and/or show case to routinely update with current events or ISM-appropriate themes.  Contact Lisa Burns if interested.

*
NEW!  Spanish Classroom Assistance:  Senor Candia is requesting assistance from several parents who can help to organize student folders and files in his classroom.  This project should take approximately two weeks (for 2 hours per day) to complete.  Please contact him as soon as possible if you can assist him.  Gracias!
*
ISM Garden: donations of soil, bedding plants, and labor to finish creating the garden fence.

* 
Class Email Coordinators:  Working together with home room and specialty teachers, volunteers are still needed to coordinate weekly (or more) informational emails to parents for grades 1, 2, and 3.  Please contact Miss Bunch (Grade K) and / or Elinda Hardy (372-6425) for details on the email system already in place in Kindergarten.  Thank you to Tina Worley and Vivian Sarubbi for providing this service for Grades K/1 and 4/5 respectively.
*
Bottled Water “Point Person”:  Thank you to Elinda Hardy for stepping forward to be our bottled water provider and to Lisa Fritz for donating the actual water.  Your services will keep us well hydrated!

11. ISM Foundation Notes: 

A. 2nd Annual Search Associates Dinner:  This dinner sponsored by the Search Associates recruiting organization was held on Friday, February 21st and hosted by ISM at the home of Carrie and Miles.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the local restaurants and volunteers who helped make this event so successful!  The following people donated delicious food, drinks, time, and energy:  Anthony and Marie Favaloro of Favaloro’s Restaurant, Christopher Forczyk, Uwe and Patricia Grobecker of Santa Lucia Market, Paul and Ellen Gaucher, Roberta Infelise, Grant and Carrie Miles, Peter Mungridis of Epsilon Restaurant, John and Lourdes Nahas, Ahmed Nafei of Hacienda Carmel, and Joanne Storkan.  We are very thankful for their contributions and generosity!


B. Favaloro’s Fabulous Fundraiser!: Indeed, the Favaloro Fundraiser was fabulous as $2600.00 was raised on behalf of ISM!  Heartfelt thanks go to Marie and Anthony “Nino” Favaloro for hosting this event this past Monday at their beautiful Favaloro’s Restaurant.  Kudos also to Carrie Miles for serving as hostess!  Over 140 ISM supporters participated in the dinner, enjoying the extremely flavorful menu items with many saying they will revisit the restaurant again soon in the near future. 

Next on the fundraising dinner schedule will be a St. Patrick’s Day (Monday, March 17th) dinner at Santa Lucia Market, owned by Uwe and Patricia Grobecker, complete with holiday fare of corned beef and cabbage and party hats!  Mark your calendars now, especially if you are Irish!


C. ISM Logo Clothing: If interested in ordering ISM merchandise, another order will be placed within the next month.  Stop by the office to complete an order form and submit to Lisa Burns or Carrie Miles. 


D. ISM Recipe Book:  Please keep sending in your favorite family recipes for our “in progress” ISM recipe book.  If other ISM community members have sampled and enjoyed your recipes, please note that on your submission form.  This anecdotal information may then be included in the book to personalize it for ISM.  For more information, contact Carrie Miles at CLMiles33@aol.com.


12.


ISM EVENT HAPPENINGS


EVENT
DESCRIPTION / DAY
TIME

ISM Fun Group Event

Via Paraiso Park
Saturday, March 1, 2003
9:30 a.m. 

Fire Drill!
Monday, March 3, 2003
9:25 a.m.

Deadline to order BOTH CA Reads Lunches for March
Monday, March 3, 2003


1st CA Reads Lunch: Pizza
Wednesday, March 5, 2003

Order by: Mon., March 3, 2003
11:55 am – 12:30 pm

Special Fire Assembly
Friday, March 7, 2003
9:30 – 11:00 am

Saturday / Library Work Day
Saturday, March 8, 2003
9:30 – 12 Noon

International Women’s Day
Saturday, March 8, 2003
4:00 – 6:00 pm

2nd CA Reads Lunch: Burritos
Wednesday, March 19, 2003

Order by: Mon., March 3, 2003
11:55 am – 12:30 pm

An Evening of Art
Friday, March 21,  2003
Time: 6:00 – 8:30 pm

Free Dress Friday
Last Fri. ea. month, March 28, 2003
8:00 am – 3:00 pm

End of 3rd Quarter
Friday, April 4, 2003


Spring Break
Monday, April 7 – Friday, April 11, 2003
No School!

Spring Scholastic Book Fair
Monday, April 21- Friday, April 25, 2003
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