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Weekly News Brief

Monday, February 23, 2004


Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning February 23, 2004!  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!  Thank you!

1. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ADDRESSES HERALD ARTICLE RE: FUTURE OF LARKIN SITE:  Many of you may have read the article published Saturday in The Monterey County Herald positing, “DLI may lease Larkin school site.”  I will not comment on the accuracy of any quotes, however, I would like to address concerns that this article may have caused.  The entire budget process MPUSD is currently undergoing to cut the necessary $2.2 million has been transparent; however, there will always be those that question the integrity of the decision-makers involved. That makes for news.  The facts are these: 

1. ISM is in the 2nd year of a 4 year lease;

2. Legally, as a charter school sponsored through MPUSD, ISM must be provided “reasonably equivalent” space, prior to any other non K-12 educational entity;

3. I have personally attended various Superintendent’s Advisory Committee meetings, including those discussing school closures;

4. ISM Board member Chris Hasegawa is on the MPUSD Facilities Committee;

5. ISM will be close to full capacity at the Larkin site by the end of the 2004-05 school year; 

6. DLI personnel has toured the ISM /Thomas O. Larkin facility with District personnel.

With this information as background, does it fall into the realm of possibilities that ISM might move to a different school site?  Certainly!  However, at this point, we have been given no indication that this may happen, and I am unwilling to respond to rumors.  For the 2004-05 school year, ISM is planning to be at the Larkin site.  I will continue to keep you posted on any developments as they occur.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at cjahn@ismonterey.org or 647-1010.

2. YEARBOOK KICK-OFF MEETING:  REMINDER: The Yearbook committee will hold its first planning meeting to kick-off production of the 2003-04 yearbook today at 3:30 p.m. in the Library.  This meeting is open to all interested parents, staff, and students who would like to contribute to ISM’s 3rd yearbook.  Contact Kim Shenton at kshenton@gwdi.com or 649-8224 for more information.

3. ISM YOGA PROGRAM:  The ISM Yoga program, designed and offered by “Miss Danae”, our Instructional Aide, is slated to begin today after school from 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.  However, Miss Danae has been called to jury duty today and we do not yet have confirmation that she will be able to offer this afternoon’s program.  If not, it will be cancelled and will re-start next Monday afternoon.  Thank you for you understanding.
4. SEARCH ASSOCIATES DINNER:  Each year, Search Associates, one of the larger international school placement organizations, holds an annual February recruiting fair in Carmel.  Over the past three years, ISM has hosted 60+ international school recruiters for a dinner at the home of Carrie and Grant Miles, ISM Foundation and Board members, respectively.  Once again, this past Friday night's Search Associates dinner was a fantastic success!  We would especially like to thank ISM community members who helped to deliciously cater the event: Marie and Nino Favaloro of Favaloros Restaurant, Paul and Ellen Gaucher, Peter Mungridis of Epsilon Restaurant, Ahmed Nafei of Hacienda Carmel, Lourdes Nahas for her wonderful homemade tamales, and Joanne Storkan who provided the wine for this event.  As always, hosts Grant and Carrrie Miles are to be commended for providing a warm and welcoming environment, allowing their guests to relax and enjoy the hospitality that we at ISM offer so well!  A special thanks also goes to parents Ellen Gaucher and Christopher Forczyk for “working” the event!  Three cheers to all who were involved
5. ISM WELCOMES NEW FIRST GRADER:  We are pleased to announce that after nearly six months of effort, a vacancy in Grade 1 has now been filled!  Robin Myers, a first grader transferring from the Monterey Bay Charter School, will join her new ISM classmates beginning Wednesday, February 25th.  We also welcome her parents, Benedikte and Nikolai Myers, to our ISM community where they already know a fair number of families.  The Myers were inquisitive, thorough, and cautious as they considered the move to ISM, relying not only on teacher and administrative input, but also on parent feedback.  We are excited about their decision to join ISM and look forward to forging a supportive and strong relationship on behalf of Robin.  In characteristic ISM fashion, students will officially welcome Robin to our school at next week’s assembly by singing “The Welcome Song”!

6. VOLUNTEER MARIS SIDENSTECKER HIGHLIGHTED IN SATURDAY’S HERALD:  In last week’s news brief, we mentioned that Mr. Bailey’s fourth graders have been working closely with volunteer Maris Sidenstecker in their efforts to monitor the water of Dolphin Brook.  Of note, this past Saturday’s Monterey County Herald also featured an article about Ms. Sidenstecker in its ongoing “Remarkable Volunteers” column (section D).  The articled highlighted her efforts on behalf of marine life protection and the non-profit she manages for that purpose.  Take a moment to read the article (available online as well) and find out more about this dedicated and committed volunteer whom we are also fortunate to have assisting our students.

7. ISM STUDENTS TO PERFORM “INTERNATIONAL STATE OF MIND” AT CHARTER SCHOOLS CONFERENCE IN SACRAMENTO:  Achieving Greatness is the theme for the 11th Annual Charter Schools Conference (CCSA) being held Monday, March 29th – Wednesday, March 31st in Sacramento.  This conference is the largest charter schools conference in the country attracting administrators, board members, policy makers, teachers, parents, students, and others involved in the education reform movement.  This year, the International Primary Curriculum (IPC) organization is a Gold Sponsor.  Representing the IPC at CCSA will be its founding director, Martin Skelton, and the current director, Andrew Wigford (who will be visiting ISM prior to the conference).  As a Gold Member sponsor, the IPC, which has been implemented over the past two and a half years in schools all over the world, including ISM, hopes to make further inroads into other charter schools throughout California, highlighting how students “learn academically, develop personally, and grow internationally.”  Through our association with the IPC, 30 ISM students have been invited to Sacramento to perform Ms. Sandrine Diamond’s original composition, “International State of Mind”, at the conference opening.  Over the past two weeks, music instructor Lucik Aprahamian has held auditions for students in all grades interested in being a part of ISM’s first-ever traveling chorus.  The students selected to participate will be announced at Tuesday’s assembly!  A flyer with travel and lodging details will be distributed shortly. Admittedly, this process has moved quickly in a short amount of time.  We appreciate your understanding and flexibility. Those families that choose to participate will travel to Sacramento on Sunday, March 28th in preparation for Monday’s performance, and will return to Monterey by Monday late afternoon / evening.  We are extremely pleased to have this opportunity to not only highlight the International School of Monterey as a quality, public charter school utilizing the IPC, but naturally to showcase our talented students and staff.  Stay “tuned” for more details!


8. SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE HOT LUNCH PROGRAM:  Parents, are you ready?  Only four days of packing lunches this week!  Friday, February 27th marks the first in a series of monthly hot lunches organized by the Special Events committee.  Their first endeavor at arranging a hot lunch program appears successful; already they have 67 students participating, with 42 having chosen all five lunches scheduled for February to June, 25 who chose at least one meal (but not all five), and an impressive 53 who contributed an additional $5 for start-up costs!  To date, $1760 has been collected to support the meal program and 15 parents have offered to volunteer.  If you have not yet signed up for Friday’s lunch, do not fret!  Pick up a payment envelope (available on the information credenza across from the copy room), fill it out, and send it back to school with payment prior to Wednesday, February 25th (for Friday’s lunch).  Please also feel free to contact coordinator Janice Barker at barkerjf1@sbcglobal.net or 384-5524 with questions or to help.  Please note the following menu change for the nacho lunch; we will be adding vegetarian refried beans as a topping option! (
9. ISM CHESS PROGRAM:  A third six-week session of ISM’s Chess program began last Wednesday, the 18th under the guidance of long-time Peninsula instructor, Lev Frenklakh.  There will be a scheduled hiatus this coming Wednesday, February 25th, with the after school program resuming next Wednesday.  Registrations are still being accepted for this session that concludes March 31st.  The cost is $60 per student with ISM receiving 15% of this amount as a contractor donation.  Please make checks payable to “ISM” and forward them to the office for Lisa Burns

10. LIBRARY UPDATE:  If you have not stepped into ISM’s library lately, we encourage you to do so!  Over one thousand new and donated books have been organized, cataloged, and shelved in readiness for student use!   We are now calling for all library aficionados to step forward and assist in additional tasks, including becoming familiar with the book check-in and check-out process, volunteering to “man” the library ”per schedule” before, during, and after school, suggesting / coordinating special library guests and activities, and possibly helping students with computer training.  The Library / Media Center, obviously, is critical to ISM’s ability to support student learning, literature appreciation, non-fiction and internet-based research, and simply, reading!  Contact Elinda Hardy at elindah@yahoo.com or 372-6425 to help.

11. ARTS NIGHT:  Reminder:  The week will kick-off with the Fabulous Favaloro Fundraiser and conclude with the 2nd annual Spring Arts Night on Friday, March 5th from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m. in the ISM multi-use room.  Last year’s event was not only well attended, but also great fun for all who participated.  The goal of the event is to celebrate the arts as a community, especially with our families, by participating in hands-on, age-appropriate art activities.  Lisa Wichael-Loomis, coordinator of this year’s event, has distributed a flyer today listing more event information.  Please note that there will also be a pizza dinner for those interested.  Cost for the event is $15/family (donation), $5/person for the pizza dinner from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m., and raffle tickets for $1 each or 6 for $5.  We look forward to seeing many of you there  -- “hands deep” in paint, glitter, etc.  Mark your calendars and plan on attending!

12. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES: 
A. FABULOUS FAVALORO FUNDRAISER:  Kicking off a busy week of activities during the first week of March is the “Fabulous Favaloro Fundraiser” scheduled for Monday, March 1st from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Favaloro’s family restaurant located at 542 Lighthouse Avenue in downtown Pacific Grove.  Owners Marie and Nino Favaloro are hosting this event and generously donating 100 percent of the proceeds to ISM! Featuring a tasty menu of meat or vegetarian lasagna, salad, garlic bread, and a non-alcoholic beverage, the cost for dinner will be $15/adult and $10/child.  Cash and checks accepted only!  RSVP to Foundation member Christopher Forczyk at 883-1258 or chrisandmarianne2003@yahoo.com or 883-1258 by Friday, February 27th.  All proceeds will benefit the International School of Monterey.


B. world gala Auction update from laura alladeen:  I would like to request that each class please have their baskets completed and delivered to the ISM office on or before  Friday, February 27th.  Please also include a description of each basket’s contents as well as an estimated value, so that I can make tags and include each basket in the Gala catalog.  To date, only two classrooms have completed their baskets.  Similar baskets auctioned at last year’s International Festival generated a flurry of bidding and we expect these baskets to also be sure-fire hits!  
I would like to Thank Everyone who helped contribute to the wine cellar.  We have collected 94 bottles of wine and only need 6 more bottles to complete our “100 Bottle Wine Cellar”.  A special thanks goes to Lisa Wichael-Loomis for her help in coordinating the wine collection.  Great Job!!  

One more note, for those of you who have donated an auction item and have not yet brought in the item or provided the gift certificate, please do so also by Friday, February 27th or earlier if possible!  Just drop it off at the ISM office or call Laura Alladeen at 392-1211 and I can arrange pick up.  Congratulations to all of you who have donated or solicited auction items.  We have collected well over the $75K mark!  We are going to have an awesome event!   Thank you and know that "Together We Can Make a Difference!  Have a Great Day! 
C. BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION:  Throughout this week, Box Tops Coordinator Paige Stanley will be conducting another classroom contest ending Friday, February 27th.  As with the two previous contests, the “triumphant” class – the one that submits the greatest number of box tops during the contest period -- will be rewarded with an ice cream party.  As the Stanley family is relocating to Georgia in late March, this will be Mrs. Stanley’s last contest.  A search is on, therefore, for a new Box Tops coordinator.  For those parents who have not yet found a convenient way to meet the required three-hour per month volunteer commitment, this position is perfect.  It takes approximately that amount of time per month to manage this program.  Interested parents are invited to contact Paige Stanley directly at 644-0170 to discuss more details or contact Lisa Burns at 647-1010.

FOR POSTING AT HOME

	FEBRUARY 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, FEB 23RD – 
FRI, FEB 27TH 
	EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHRISSIE JAHN ATTENDING RECRUITING FAIRS (MONTEREY, SAN FRANCISCO)
	

	MON, FEB 23RD 
	1ST YEARBOOK PRODUCTION MEETING (LIBRARY)

ISM YOGA CLUB (may be cancelled)
	3:30 PM

3:30 – 4:30 PM

	WED, FEB 25TH 
	deadline to order lunch for friday, 2/27

NOTE: NO AFTERSCHOOL CHESS PROGRAM TODAY
	

	THURS, FEB 19TH 
	2ND ENROLLMENT WINDOW DEADLINE
	5:00 PM

	FRI, FEB 27TH 
	STUDENT COUNCIL MEETING

deadline for classroom gala baskets

free dress friday / february hot lunch DAY
	12:20 PM



	MARCH 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	THURS, MAR 1ST
	FABULOUS FAVALORO FUNDRAISING DINNER 

2ND ENROLLMENT WINDOW LOTTERY
	4:00 - 7:00 PM

5:00 PM

	FRI, MAR 5TH 
	SPRING ARTS NIGHT AT ISM
	5:00 – 7:30 PM

	THURS, MAR 11TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MONTHLY MEETING

ISM SCHOOL BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	FRI, MAR 19TH 
	SPRING GALA FUNDRAISER AT PEBBLE BEACH beach CLUB
	6:30 – 11:30 PM

	SUN, MAR 21ST
	MONTEREY COUNTY OFFICE OF ED. (MCOE) SPELLING BEE
	TIME TBA

	FRI, MAR 26TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY / MARCH HOT LUNCH DAY
	

	MON, MAR 29TH 

MON, MAR 29TH – 
THURS, APR 1ST  
	ISM STUDENTS AT CCSA CONFERENCE OPENING

EXEC. DIR. @ CA CHARTER SCHOOLS ASSn. (ccsa) 11th ANNUAL CONFERENCE (SACRaMENTO)
	TIME TBA


	TUES, MAR 30TH 
	JUAN SANCHEZ ENSEMBLE CONCERT @ CSUMB
	7:30 PM


International School of Monterey   P.O. Box 711, Monterey, CA 93942-0711

Tel:  (831) 647-1010     Fax: (831) 649-5471

