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Weekly News Brief

Friday, February 21, 2003
 

ISM’s weekly newsletter is distributed to ISM parents each Friday and serves as our primary communication source for “what’s happening at school”. For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, the weekly news briefs (and any referenced forms, surveys, and material) will be available electronically.  Please take the time each week to mark on your home calendars those activities, deadlines, and events important to your family!

1. REMINDER: Flyer Distribution Process:  Parent flyers, notices, etc. are distributed through the students’ folders on Mondays and Fridays ONLY.  Teachers and parents are asked to submit material for distribution by 12 Noon of the previous day, e.g., Friday @ Noon for Monday afternoon distribution and Thursday @ Noon for end of week distribution. Exception: As is currently done, information pertaining to health notices or emergencies will be distributed immediately, regardless of the day! 

2. Welcome to ISM:  Jumping in enthusiastically with both feet this week is 5th grader Francesca Sarubbi, formerly of San Carlos School.  She and her family are thrilled to be here and have transitioned effortlessly to class and volunteer participation, respectively!  “Welcome to ISM, welcome to us!”


3. 2003-04 Recruiting Schedule:  Just a reminder that between February 20th and March 2nd, Chrissie will be actively recruiting instructors for grades K, 4, and 5/6 for the coming school year.  She is scheduled to participate in the Search Associates (Feb. 20-23) and the ISS - International School Services (Feb. 27 – Mar. 2) recruiting fairs during this time. She will also be attending the AAIE - Association for the Advancement of International Education (Feb. 24-27) annual meeting.  Please join us in extending our sincere gratitude to Mr. Tod Spedding, ISM’s talented 2nd grade instructor, for committing countless hours to videotaping, editing, and compiling a wonderful recruitment video highlighting ISM’s unique curriculum and students!  His efforts will be invaluable in assisting Chrissie to recruit top-notch teachers for our growing school.


4. A Celebration of Success:  The ISM theme song, “We Are ISM!”, was formally debuted at Wednesday night’s ISM Board meeting!  Mr. Carber’s 3rd grade class celebrated its success as the creators of the newly-elected school song.  They presented their original work to the ISM school board at the beginning of the meeting.  Accompanied by Mr. Carber on guitar, the 3rd graders performed with energy, school pride, and a sense of community.  Many thanks to the supportive parents who took the time to bring their youngsters to the meeting to help celebrate the 3rd graders efforts and success!  Each month we will be highlighting the achievements of a different class in our on-going “Celebrate A Success” program.  The chosen class will then be invited to kick off the monthly ISM Board meeting with a short presentation.  By so doing, ISM board members are actively exposed to school-wide activities and programs and parent participation in the school board process is strengthened.  [Reminder: Monthly ISM Board meetings are scheduled for the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the library.  Board agendas are posted online and on the school’s community bulletin board 72 hours in advance of each meeting.] 


5. ISM Community Fun Group:  Another community-building effort was launched yesterday (Thursday) as interested parents, board members, and staff met for the first get-together of the Community Fun Group!  The group’s stated goal is to strengthen the “ISM Community” through enjoyable, creative, and perhaps at times, offbeat social opportunities.  Led by Kindergarten instructor Miss Sarah Bunch and parent Esther Hobbs, this first meeting was a success!  Although the group was small, everyone was full of fantastic ideas.  A Saturday morning (coffee-optional) gathering at Via Paraiso park is already planned for March 1st with the fun beginning at 9:30 a.m.  Unique, fun invitations will be sent out school-wide next week; til then mark your calendars now.  We would love to see some new faces there; all are welcome!  Bring your kids and families and let’s get to know each other!  Let’s make ISM a place “where everybody knows your name”.  Contact Miss Bunch for suggestions for a group theme song and / or activity ideas. 

6. Monterey Public Library Program:  On Saturday, February 22nd from 9:30-11:00 a.m. the Monterey Public Library presents its annual community workshop entitled “How to Foster Appropriate Behavior in your Children” with Sylvia Krimsley, M.F.C.C.  The workshop is designed for parents, teachers and other community members who work with children to learn positive ways to train kids to 1) regulate themselves, 2) make appropriate choices, and 3) be responsible before problems arise.  The themes of this workshop go hand-in-hand with the philosophy and ideals of ISM.


7. “Destination Monterey” Highlights Monday Morning Assembly:  The highlight of Monday’s assembly will be a presentation by the 3rd grade class of their original video presentation entitled “Destination Monterey”.  The video is the culminating project for their inquiry into “Why have immigrants come to Monterey, and how have they influenced the area?”  All parents are welcome to attend the assembly to see the video first-hand.  This video project is an excellent example of the use of technology in the classroom.
8. Crazy Hat Day:  Free Dress Day for February is fast approaching and the theme this month is “Crazy Hat Day”!  Students and staff are encouraged to scour their closets and find their wackiest, wildest, and craziest hat to wear on Friday, February 28th!  So, the challenge is issued and we look forward to seeing some madcap “headware” that day!
9. CA Reads Lunches for March:  Not one, but two lunches are planned for March!  On Wednesday, March 5, the perennial favorite, pizza, is being offered and on Wednesday, March 19th, coordinator Sally Burns is working on an internationally-themed lunch for the students.   Please R.S.V.P. for the 3/5/03 pizza lunch by Monday, March 3rd.  Once again, we are unable to process late orders, so please plan accordingly.
10. ISM 3rd Grader in “Medea”:  ISM 3rd grader Kodiak (Kody) Sauer is a star!  He’s acting in the local production of Robinson Jeffers’ “Medea” that opened yesterday at the Golden Bough Playhouse in Carmel.  (See this week’s Coast Weekly for a review of the play.)  The production is scheduled to run until March 9, 2003, so go check it out and support Kodiak’s efforts to juggle school responsibilities with grueling rehearsals.  General tickets are $9-$27 and the play runs at 7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2:00 p.m. on Sundays.  Go Kodiak!


10. ISM Original School Song:  Just in case you missed this information last week, ISM’s new school song is  “We Are ISM!”, an original work – music and lyrics – composed by Mr. Carber’s 3rd grade class!  We’ve reprinted the lyrics below to help students learn the words:
· “We are one, we are many, the doors are open wide, we are who we’re meant to be, respectful yet with pride;

· Chorus: We are ISM, IS Monterey, making learning fun for everyone, a part of everyday!

· Speaking many different languages, we pledge allegiance to the world, to beings great and small, a caring flag unfurled;

· Chorus: We are ISM, IS Monterey, making learning fun for everyone, a part of everyday!

· Inquiring into every question, our work is never done, we’re prompt because this work is fun, participating everyone!

· Chorus: We are ISM, IS Monterey, making learning fun for everyone, a part of everyday!

11. History Day Projects (Grades 4/5):  ISM students and parents are invited to stop by Ms. Valdespino’s 4th/5th grade class next week from Tuesday until Thursday to view the students’ History Day projects that will be on exhibit.  The students have worked extremely hard on their research projects of: the rights of Japanese-American immigrants during World War II; effects of WWII on the local Sicilian-American community; status of women’s rights during the signing of the California Constitution; and unions and their effect on the canneries.  They have done a fantastic job and deserve to be congratulated!  The judging for the district-wide History Day competition will take place next weekend, March 1st and 2nd, at Monterey Peninsula College.  Stop by and support the 4th and 5th graders efforts!

12. Parent Participation Possibilities (PPPs):  Parents frequently inquire as to ways they can contribute to ISM, either in terms of supplies, projects, or both.  This section of the news brief will serve as a handy resource highlighting the ways you can help.  So, visit this section often!   Also, remember to stop by the “wish list giving tree” outside the Admin office for suggestions of needed supplies.  This week, we are once again requesting electric pencil sharpeners for the classrooms, all colors of colored copy paper and construction paper, playground equipment to include balls, hula hoops, jump ropes, etc., overhead projector pens, and all sizes of post-it notes.  Thank you to those families this week who continued to drop off “wish list” purchases; your contributions have certainly made a difference!  Listed below are several Parent Participation Possibilities:
*
NEW!  Spanish Classroom Assistance:  Senor Candia is requesting assistance from several parents who can help to organize student folders and files in his classroom.  This project should take approximately two weeks (for 2 hours per day) to complete.  Please contact him as soon as possible if you can assist him.  Gracias!
*
ISM Garden: donations of soil, bedding plants, and labor to finish creating the garden fence 

*     Class Email Coordinators:  Working together with home room and specialty teachers, volunteers are needed to coordinate weekly (or more) informational emails to parents at each grade level.  Please contact Miss Bunch (Grade K) and / or Elinda Hardy (372-6425) for details on the email system already in place in Kindergarten.
*
Bottled Water “Point Person”:  Lisa Fritz, Lukas Martinez’s mom, has generously offered to provide bottled water for the admin/nurse and multi-purpose rooms.  A volunteer is needed, however, to return empty water containers back to her store in Pacific Grove (nearby Trader Joe’s), pick up full containers, and refill 2-3 water fountains in the building.  Last year, this invaluable service was one of many provided by Richard Herbert, but gainful employment this year is receiving his rightful attention. Help would be greatly appreciated!
*
Library Work Day: See description below.

13. Library Work Day:  Following the success of our Holiday Scholastic Book Fair and a steady stream of library book donations from parents, it is now time to move forward with organizing the library: sorting books, weeding out unwanted titles, establishing a filing / check out system, researching library grants, etc.  Anyone interested in helping to establish the library is invited to come to a “Library Work Day” scheduled for March’s Saturday Work Day, March 8th from 9:30 a.m. to 12 Noon.  We can use all the help we can get.  Committed volunteers who participate in this event may then form the nucleus of the school’s library committee to pursue ongoing library-building activities. Please contact Lisa Burns (647-1010 / lburns@ismonterey.org) or Tina Cordero (751-3864) if interested in joining the Library Committee or helping on this work day.  Thank you! 

14. ISM Arts’ Initiative:  March is “Arts Appreciation Month” and the teachers are planning more arts activities in the classroom.  The ISM Arts Initiative has already begun sales of art cards ($3.00/each or 6/ $15.00 available for purchase directly from Room 5) featuring the beautiful artwork from the 2nd grade class.  The original pastels are on display in downtown Monterey at Bay Books - congratulations, 2nd graders!  Two important events to put on your calendar for March are:
1. International Women’s Day:  Saturday, March 8th, 4-6 p.m.:  To celebrate the day, we will have a social event for the whole school in the multi-purpose room.  There will be a short presentation on the history of International Women’s Day followed by interactive activities and art projects for parents and children.  Please contact Marie Butcher at 649-1033 if you would like to help with the art projects or bring food (appetizers / snacks / drinks).  Between 9:30 a.m. and Noon during the morning “Saturday Work Day”, volunteers will be needed to help decorate and set-up for the event.  Contact Lisa Burns or Marie if interested. Thank you!!!
2. An Evening of Art:  Friday, March 21st, 6-8:30 p.m.. Come enjoy an evening of art with a variety of arts and crafts activities for parents to do with their children.  Different art projects reflecting the diverse artistic talents within our ISM community will be available at booths in the multi-purpose room.  Admission is $10 per family.  All proceeds will go to the ISM Foundation / ISM Arts Initiative.  More details TBA.  To assist with this event, contact Lisa Wichael-Loomis at 658-0267.

15. ISM Foundation Notes: 

A. ISM Logo Clothing: Pre-orders clothing will be available this coming Monday, February 24th in the afternoon.  Stop by the office to pick-up your merchandise from Carrie Miles.  


B. ISM Recipe Book:  Please keep sending in your favorite family recipes for our “in progress” ISM recipe book.  If other ISM community members have sampled and enjoyed your recipes, please note that on your submission form.  This anecdotal information may then be included in the book to personalize it for ISM.  For more information, contact Carrie Miles at CLMiles33@aol.com.


C. Favaloro’s Fabulous Fundraiser!: Hosted by the Favaloro family, Nino and Marie Favaloro, at their Pacific Grove restaurant location, 542 Lighthouse Avenue, this coming Monday, February 24th.  Menu choices for adults ($20 per person) include: Chicken Cordon Bleu with Marsala and Mushrooms, Baked Stuffed Salmon with Couscous, or Fettuccini Primavera or Ravioli Marinara.  Children may choose from: Chicken Tenders or Ravioli for $8 per child.  Seating is limited, so please R.S.V.P. to Carrie Miles (484-2981 or clmiles33@aol.com) in advance for one of four seatings (4:30, 5:30, 6:30 or 7:30 p.m.).  Please note that those families who pre-registered received their “first choice” seating time.  However, drop-in “diners” on Monday will still be accepted.
16.

	
	ISM EVENT HAPPENINGS
	

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	Recruiting Fair Schedule
	Thurs., Feb. 20 – Sun., Mar. 2, 2003
	Chrissie out recruiting

	ISM Logo Clothing Orders
	Pick-up: Monday, February 24, 2003
	2:30 –3:15 pm

	Favaloro’s Fabulous Fundraiser Dinner
	Monday, February 24, 2003

4:30, 5:30, 6:30 & 7:30 p.m. seatings
	Favaloro’s Restaurant

542 Lighthouse Ave., P.G.

	Free Dress Friday

Crazy Hat Day!
	Last Fri. ea. month, February 28, 2003

Crazy Hat Day!
	8:00 am – 3:00 pm

Crazy Hat Day!

	CA Reads Lunch
	Wednesday, March 5, 2003

Order by: Mon., March 3, 2003
	11:55 am – 12:30 pm

	Saturday / Library Work Day
	Saturday, March 8, 2003
	9:30 – 12 Noon

	International Women’s Day
	Saturday, March 8, 2003
	4:00 – 6:00 pm

	CA Reads Lunch
	Wednesday, March 19, 2003

Order by: Mon., March 17, 2003
	11:55 am – 12:30 pm

	An Evening of Art
	Friday, March 21
	Time: 6:00 – 8:30 pm

	End of 3rd Quarter
	Friday, April 4, 2003
	

	Spring Break
	Monday, April 7 – Friday, April 11, 2003
	No School!


International School of Monterey   P.O. Box 711, Monterey, CA 93942-0711
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