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Weekly News Brief

Friday, February 14, 2003
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!

ISM’s weekly newsletter is distributed to ISM parents each Friday and serves as our primary communication source for “what’s happening at school”. For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, the weekly news briefs (and any referenced forms, surveys, and material) will be available electronically.  Please take the time each week to mark on your home calendars those activities, deadlines, and events important to your family!

1. REMINDER: Flyer Distribution Process: Parent flyers, notices, etc. are distributed through the students’ folders on Mondays and Fridays ONLY.  Teachers and parents are asked to submit material for distribution by 12 Noon of the previous day, e.g., Friday @ Noon for Monday afternoon distribution and Thursday @ Noon for end of week distribution. Exception: As is currently done, information pertaining to health notices or emergencies will be distributed immediately, regardless of the day! 

2. ISM Board Meeting / Amended Date: The February ISM Board meeting is officially scheduled for Wednesday, February 19th at 7:00 p.m.  This is updated information from previous news briefs, so please make the necessary correction on your home and personal calendars and plan on attending.  ISM board members certainly encourage parents to regularly attend and actively participate in board meetings.  Monthly board agendas are posted (online and on the school’s community bulletin board) 72 hours in advance of each meeting.  Mr. Carber’s 3rd grade class will be on-hand to introduce ISM’s new school song, “We are ISM”, at the beginning of the board meeting as part of our ongoing “Celebrate a Success” program.  


3. ISM Community Fun Group:  Next Thursday, February 20th will be the first Community Fun Group meeting!  ISM community members (parents, families, and staff) interested in forming an organization that will focus on building a true “ISM Community” are invited to join us at 4:00 p.m. in Miss Bunch’s room, Room 1.  The Community Fun Group will serve as a complementary organization to the ISM Foundation, the ISM Board, and the ISM faculty and administration.  All are welcome!  Please come and share your ideas!


4. ISM Members in Local Theater: Support local theater and ISM by seeing Robinson Jeffers’ “Medea” at the Golden Bough Playhouse in Carmel February 20 – March 9, 2003.  Stretching his acting talents is ISM 3rd grader Kodiak Sauer who joins his mother, Jaqui, in the lead role of this play.  General tickets are $9-27 and the play runs at 7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2:00 p.m. on Sundays.  Go Kodiak!

5. Maintaining a Healthy School Community:  Another wave of colds and flu have recently “hit” ISM affecting both teachers and students.  It’s timely, therefore, to remind parents to please keep your children home if they are unwell. Many infectious diseases begin with symptoms such as runny eyes and nose, earache, and fever.  It is at these early stages that these diseases are most contagious.  Please refer to pages 18 - 19 of the Student Handbook for guidelines for keeping your child home.


6. ISM Original School Song:  ISM’s school mascot is the dolphin and now we also have an original school song!  ISM students voted this past Monday for “We Are ISM!”, an original work – music and lyrics – composed by Mr. Carber’s 3rd grade class!  Congratulations to the third graders for their creativity and originality!  The lyrics are as follows:
· “We are one, we are many, the doors are open wide, we are who we’re meant to be, respectful yet with pride;

· Chorus: We are ISM, IS Monterey, making learning fun for everyone, a part of everyday!

· Speaking many different languages, we pledge allegiance to the world, to beings great and small, a caring flag unfurled;

· Chorus: We are ISM, IS Monterey, making learning fun for everyone, a part of everyday!

· Inquiring into every question, our work is never done, we’re prompt because this work is fun, participating everyone!

· Chorus: We are ISM, IS Monterey, making learning fun for everyone, a part of everyday!


7. A Garden Grows:  Through the wonderful contributions of approximately 15 families at last Saturday’s work day, ISM’s garden is underway with fence posts!  Committed gardeners and environmentalists, Stacey Murphy and Mary Welsh, are leading the effort to establish a school garden to supplement the IPC curriculum.  Advantages of an onsite garden include growing our own food and highlighting healthy nutrition, increasing environmental awareness, establishing habitats for garden-friendly creatures (butterflies, birds, worms), and simply the joy of playing in the dirt and creating something beautiful.  Stay tuned for future developments in the garden and ways of contributing.  Also refer to the newly-established “Parent Participation Possibilities” section of the news brief for ways of contributing to the garden, specifically, and ISM, generally.

8. 2003-04 Recruiting Schedule:  Just a reminder that between February 20th and March 2nd, Chrissie will be actively recruiting instructors for the coming school year.  She is scheduled to participate in the Search Associates (Feb. 20-23) and the ISS - International School Services (Feb. 27 – Mar. 2) recruiting fairs during this time. She will also be attending the AAIE - Association for the Advancement of International Education (Feb. 24-27) annual meeting.

9. K, K/1 & 1 Class Meeting: We want to thank those parents who participated in the multi-class K, K/1, and 1 meeting held this past Monday for their helpful input and suggestions!  The community-minded supportive approach of the meeting was greatly appreciated! Discussion was lively and centered on areas of improvement still needed at ISM, primarily in the areas of communication / information flow and fundraising.  A variety of suggestions were well-received by the group at large and will be implemented – with parent support.  These include (weekly) class-specific emails that highlight “home room” and specialty class information, an updated (dry erase) school calendar of activities centrally located for quick reference, the establishment of a parent / teacher community organization (see # 3) and a “Parent Participation Possibilities” list of  school-wide volunteer options for parents (also see below). 

6. WellsFargo.com Bus:  The sleek red and black WellsFargo.com bus rolled into ISM’s playground this past Wednesday – to the delight of all who saw “her”!  Between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., all students and staff had an opportunity to board this one-of-a-kind hi-tech bus!  Equipped with 15 internet-capable computers and helpful tutors, the bus has already traveled to 26 states on its mission to introduce school-age youngsters to financial literacy and on-line banking. To add to the day’s excitement, air personalities Jack and Shelly of KWAV 97 FM broadcast live between Noon – 2 p.m. from their booth adjacent to the bus.  ISM students stopped by for mini-interviews and to receive some Wells Fargo and KWAV merchandise.  

7. Speaker: Dr. Leonard Shlain:  ISM hosted the internationally-recognized speaker, Dr. Leonard Shlain, yesterday at the Monterey Institute’s Irvine Auditorium from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.  Dr. Shlain discussed his book The Alphabet vs. the Goddess: The Conflict Between Word and Image before a riveted audience.  In addition to highlighting Dr. Shlain’s theories, this event served as a modest fundraiser for ISM and further increased public awareness of our school’s existence and mission.

8. Qigong Class / ISM Fundraiser: A class offering Medical Qigong, Tibetan Buddhist Shamata (abiding in peace) meditation, and Contemplative Christian prayer will be taught by Eric Shaffer and Deneen Seril.  Days and Time:  Mondays, March 3,10,17 and April 7,14 & 21 from 7-9 p.m.  The cost is $100 per person.  The class will be offered at 1015 Cass Street, #12, in Monterey.  Please call Eric at 277-6575, or Deneen at 601-0652 with any questions or to preregister as a larger class will necessitate a larger space.  25% of fees from ISM parents will be donated to ISM.  Teachers and staff may attend for $75.
 
9. History Day Projects (Grades 4/5):  Ms. Valdespino’s 4th and 5th graders are currently completing exciting “National History Day” research projects and plan on competing in a district competition sponsored by the Lyceum of Monterey County.  The theme of the project is  “Rights and Responsibilities” as it pertains to one aspect of California history.  The students are working in teams and have selected the following research topics: (1) the rights of Japanese-American immigrants during World War II; (2) Effects of WWII on the local Sicilian-American community; (3) Status of women’s rights during the signing of the California Constitution; and (4) Unions and their effect on the canneries.  Each research team will produce a process paper, thesis and representational exhibit that cites primary resources (including books, magazines, personal interviews, field trips, photos, videos, websites, etc) as part of their research. To meet the personal interview requirements of the project, students invited several enlightening guest speakers to class this week.  On Tuesday, February 11th, Mr. Frank Tanaka and Mr. Gordon Miyamoto, both of whom are depicted in the book The Japanese of the Monterey Peninsula, visited ISM to discuss their WWII experiences as teenagers in a Japanese internment camp.  The following day, two members of the local Sicilian-American community, Mr. Pete Cutino, author of Monterey, A View from Garlic Hill, and Mr. Sal Cardinalli shared war-time memories of their childhoods in Monterey as children of hard-working fishermen.  Through this research project the students have acquired first-hand knowledge and information, stories, and photos that will surely last a lifetime.

10. St. Jude Math-A-Thon:  The final tally is in and participants in the Math-A-Thon have raised over $1300 on behalf of St. Jude Children’s Hospital.  Join me in congratulating two members of Ms. Diamond’s Kindergarten / 1st grade class for raising over $125 each: Omar Alladeen ($236.50) and Alia Vasanji ($251.20).  As the student submitting the highest dollar amount of pledges, Alia qualifies for a free boom box stereo from St. Jude!  All participants in the program are winners for contributing to such a wonderful institution and earning a Math-A-Thon participation t-shirt!

11. Parent Participation Possibilities (PPPs):  Parents frequently inquire as to ways they can contribute to ISM, either in terms of supplies, projects, or both.  This section of the news brief will serve as a handy resource highlighting the ways you can help.  So, “visit” this section often!   Also, remember to stop by the “wish list giving tree” outside the Admin office for suggestions of needed supplies.  This week, we are requesting rubber gloves for the nurse’s area, electric pencil sharpeners for the classrooms, all colors of colored copy paper / constuction paper, and playground balls.  Thank you to all who have already dropped off “wish list” purchases - it feels like Christmas time in the office!  Listed below are several Parent Participation Possibilities:
*
ISM Garden: donations of soil, bedding plants, and labor to finish creating the garden fence.
*
Class Email Coordinators:  Working together with home room and specialty teachers, volunteers are needed to coordinate weekly (or more) informational emails to parents at each grade level.  Please contact Miss Bunch (Grade K) and / or Elinda Hardy,for details on the email system already in place in Kindergarten.
*
Bottled Water “Point Person”:  Lisa Fritz, Lukas Martinez’s mom, has generously offered to provide bottled water for the admin/nurse and multi-purpose rooms.  A volunteer is needed, however, to return empty water containers back to her store in Pacific Grove (nearby Trader Joe’s), pick up full containers, and refill 2-3 water fountains in the building.  Last year, this invaluable service was one of many provided by Richard Herbert, but “gainful employment” this year is receiving his rightful attention. Help would be greatly appreciated!
*
Library Work Day: See description below.

12. Library Work Day:  Following the success of our Holiday Scholastic Book Fair and a steady stream of library book donations from parents, it is now time to move forward with organizing the library: sorting books, weeding out unwanted titles, establishing a filing / check out system, researching library grants, etc.  Anyone interested in helping to establish the library is invited to come to a “Library Work Day” scheduled for March’s Saturday Work Day, March 8th from 9:30 a.m. to 12 Noon.  We can use all the help we can get.  Committed volunteers who participate in this event may then form the nucleus of the school’s library committee to pursue ongoing library-building activities. 
13. ISM Arts’ Initiative:  March is “Arts Appreciation Month” and the teachers are planning more arts activities in the classroom.  The ISM Arts Initiative has already begun sales of art cards ($3.00/each or 6/ $15.00 available for purchase directly from Room 5) featuring the beautiful artwork from the 2nd grade class.  The original pastels are on display in downtown Monterey at Bay Books - congratulations, 2nd graders!  Two important events to put on your calendar for March are:
1. International Women’s Day:  Saturday, March 8th, 4-6 p.m.:  To celebrate the day, we will have a social event for the whole school in the multi-purpose room.  There will be a short presentation on the history of International Women’s Day (and particularly notable women in the arts), followed by interactive activities and art projects for parents and children.  Please contact Marie Butcher at 649-1033 if you would like to help with the art projects or bring food (appetizers / snacks / drinks).  Thank you!!!
2. An Evening of Art:  Friday, March 21st: Come enjoy an evening of art with a variety of arts and crafts activities for parents to do with their children.  Different art projects reflecting the diverse artistic talents within our ISM community will be available at booths in the multi-purpose room.  Admission is $10 per family.  All proceeds will go to the ISM Foundation / ISM Arts Initiative.  More details and time TBA.  To assist with this event, contact Lisa Wichael-Loomis at 658-0267.

14. ISM Foundation Notes: 

A. Valentine’s Day Roses: For those community members who have ordered Valentine’s Day flowers, please do not forget to pick them up today between 2:30 and 3:30 p.m.  Alll proceeds benefit ISM as parent and florist DeeDee Meininger has generously provided the roses at no cost!


B. ISM Logo Clothing: The delivery date for ordered clothing is now pending.  Please stay tuned to this “news brief station” for more information.


C. ISM Recipe Book:  Please keep sending in your favorite family recipes for our “in progress” ISM recipe book.  If other ISM community members have sampled and enjoyed your recipes, please note that on your submission form.  This anecdotal information may then be included in the book to personalize it for ISM.  For more information, contact Carrie Miles at CLMiles33@aol.com.


D. Favaloro’s Fabulous Fundraiser!: Hosted by the Favaloro family (Nino and Marie Favaloro) at their Pacific Grove restaurant location, 542 Lighthouse Avenue, on Monday, February 24th.  Menu choices for adults ($20 per person) include: Chicken Cordon Bleu with Marsala and Mushrooms, Baked Stuffed Salmon with Couscous, or Fettuccini Primavera or Ravioli Marinara.  Children may choose from: Chicken Tenders or Ravioli for $8 per child.  Seating is limited, so please R.S.V.P. to Carrie Miles (484-2981 or clmiles33@aol.com) by Thursday, February 20th for one of four seatings (4:30, 5:30, 6:30 or 7:30 p.m.).  

16.

	
	ISM EVENT HAPPENINGS
	

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	Valentine’s Day Roses
	Friday, February 14, 2003
	Pick-up: 2:30– 3:30 p.m.

	President’s Day Holiday
	Monday, February 17, 2003
	No School!

	CA Reads Lunch
	Tuesday, February 18, 2003

Order by: Fri., February 14, 2003
	11:55 am – 12:30 pm

	ISM Board Meeting
	Wednesday, February 19, 2003
(Change from last week’s news brief)
	7:00 pm

	Favaloro Fundraiser

R.S.V.P. Date
	Thursday, February 20, 2003
	Call 484-2981 or email: clmiles33@aol.com

	ISM Foundation Meeting 
	Alternate schedule: February 20, 2003 
	5:30 pm

	Recruiting Fair Schedule
	Thurs., Feb. 20 – Sun., Mar. 2, 2003
	Chrissie out recruiting

	Favaloro’s Fabulous Fundraiser Dinner
	Monday, February 24, 2003

4:30, 5:30, 6:30 & 7:30 p.m. seatings
	Favaloro’s Restaurant

542 Lighthouse Ave., P.G.

	Free Dress Friday

Crazy Hat Day!
	Last Fri. ea. month, February 28, 2003

Crazy Hat Day!
	8:00 am – 3:00 pm

Crazy Hat Day!

	Saturday / Library Work Day
	Saturday, March 8, 2003
	9:30 – 12 Noon

	International Women’s Day
	Saturday, March 8, 2003
	4:00 – 6:00 pm

	An Evening of Art
	Friday, March 21
	Time: TBA

	End of 3rd Quarter
	Friday, April 4, 2003
	

	Spring Break
	Monday, April 7 – Friday, April 11, 2003
	No School!
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