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Weekly News Brief

Friday, February 7, 2003

ISM’s weekly newsletter is distributed to ISM parents each Friday and serves as our primary communication source for “what’s happening at school”. For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, the weekly news briefs (and any referenced forms, surveys, and material) will be available electronically.  Please take the time each week to mark on your home calendars those activities, deadlines, and events important to your family!

1. REMINDER: Flyer Distribution Process: Parent flyers, notices, etc. are distributed through the students’ folders on Mondays and Fridays ONLY.  Teachers and parents are asked to submit material for distribution by 12 Noon of the previous day, e.g., Friday @ Noon for Monday afternoon distribution and Thursday @ Noon for end of week distribution. Exception: As is currently done, information pertaining to health notices or emergencies will be distributed immediately, regardless of the day! 


2. Welcome to ISM / Welcome to Us!: Over the past few weeks, we have been fortunate to have five new students enroll in ISM, despite the lateness of the school year.  As you may recall, the Brennan, O’Gorman, and Jones families departed Monterey in late December / early January leaving us with five vacancies to fill.  Utilizing our waiting list and interest in ISM by the local community, we successfully recruited the following new students:  Kindergartner Laura Paredes, 1st grader Reece Gagnon, 2nd grader Robert Rodrigues, 3rd grader Cobi Allen (a returning student), and 4th grader Giovanny Fletes.  Welcome to all of you!  In addition, 4th grader Ian Ortega and 5th grader Jordan Stopsen have recently transferred to other schools and we wish them the best of luck!  

3. Saturday Work Day: Grow A Garden:  We invite you to join us tomorrow, February 8th from 9:30 a.m. to 12 Noon for ISM’s monthly Saturday Work Day – a great chance to bond with fellow school community members.  Gardeners extraordinaire, Stacey Murphy and Mary Welsh, will be leading the day’s activities to create a school garden on the Seeno Street side of our building.  Tasks on the agenda for tomorrow include: digging post holes (for fence posts), removing unwanted bushes from the garden bed area, and preparing the soil for planting.  So, grab your child(ren) and garden tools (rakes, shovels, post hole diggers, small garden tools, wheelbarrow, etc.) and get a jump start on Spring gardening.  We look forward to seeing both familiar and new faces tomorrow!

4. Class Structure for 2003-04:  The class structure for the 2003-04 school year will be: K, 1, 1/2, 2, 3, 4, 5/6.  This is in keeping with moderate growth based on expanding the school by at least one grade per year to ensure that this year’s students can continue in our program the following year.

5. ISM Class Meetings: A second round of parent meetings was launched this past Wednesday, February 5th for the parents of Grades 2, 3, and 4/5.  Parent representation was low despite notification in the previous two news briefs and the timeliness of the meeting (end of Quarter 2 and distribution of student progress reports this past week).  The primary goal of these class meetings is to further strengthen the communication process here at ISM by acknowledging successes, identifying challenges and evaluating progress in areas previously discussed.  The next meeting was planned for Grades K, K/1, and 1; however anyone (regardless of grade) is welcome to attend.  It is scheduled for Monday, February 10th at 5:00 p.m. in ISM’s library.  Please plan on attending.

6. WellsFargo.Com Bus:  Wednesday, February 12th will be an exciting day here at ISM as KWAV 97 FM will be broadcasting live from 12 Noon – 2 p.m. to highlight a visit by the WellsFargo.com bus.  This specially equipped bus provides school children access to online financial literacy skills, skills not typically taught by most school curricula.  Our students as well as those from other MPUSD schools will have an opportunity to board the bus, learn about online (Internet) banking, and speak directly to financial literacy volunteers.  Through this program, Wells Fargo hopes to start (young) people on a life-long journey of strong money management.  Stay tuned to KWAV 97 FM for more information. 

7. Speaker: Dr. Leonard Shlain:  This coming Thursday, February 13th from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. we will hosting the internationally-recognized speaker, Dr. Leonard Shlain, author of The Alphabet vs. the Goddess: The Conflict Between Word and Image, at the MIIS Irvine Auditorium.  A modest $20 entrance charge will be collected at the door.  Please refer to the enclosed flyer for more information.


8. Call for Yearbook Pictures: Parents / Teachers / Staff, we are still interested in collecting your fun, interesting, humorous, inspirational, touching, and expressive photographs of ISM students participating in class, special events, or playing with friends on the playground. Efforts to coordinate ISM’s 2002-03 yearbook will begin in earnest within the next several weeks and early submissions are most welcome!

9. ISM Spanish Program: Senor Candia shares: “I have great news!  We have recently introduced the MUZZY Spanish language instruction course (developed by BBC) here at ISM.  This is a multi-year program that offers opportunities for interaction and repetition, keys to successful language acquisition.  MUZZY was a sound choice for our Spanish program as it employs a natural immersion approach, surrounding learners with visual, aural, and contextual language, modeled on the way we all learned our first language.  Throughout the stories and videos presented, the students are exposed to  vocabulary and grammar in new context.  Even though it is early to predict results, statistics show that over one million students in forty countries have experienced success with the MUZZY method of instruction.  Please encourage your children to share stories about his / her favorite character: el rey, la reyna, la princessa Silvia, Corbax, or Juan el jardinero, or O MUZZY.  In this way, you can help them develop a stronger understanding of and a natural approach to Spanish.


10. St. Jude’s Math-A-Thon:  Many thanks to all the students and parents who took the time to participate in the Math-A-Thon benefitting St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.  Over $1000 has been raised on behalf of this incredible institution and we should all take pride in this wonderful success. 

11. ISM Arts’ Initiative:  March is “Arts Appreciation Month” and the teachers are planning more arts activities in the classroom.  The ISM Arts Initiative has already begun sales of art cards ($3.00/each or 6/ $15.00 available for purchase directly from Room 5) featuring the beautiful artwork from the 2nd grade class.  The original pastels are on display in downtown Monterey at Bay Books; congratulations, 2nd graders!  Two important events to put on your calendar for March are:
1. International Women’s Day:  Saturday, March 8th, 4-6 p.m.:  To celebrate the day, we will have a social event for the whole school in multi-purpose room.  There will be a short presentation on the history of International Women’s Day (and particularly notable women in the arts), followed by interactive activities and art projects for parents and children.  Please contact Marie Butcher at 649-1033 if you would like to help with the art projects or bring food (appetizers / snacks / drinks).  Thank you!!!
2. An Evening of Art:  Friday, March 21st: Come enjoy an evening of art with a variety of arts and crafts activities for parents to do with their children.  Different art projects reflecting the diverse artistic talents within our ISM community will be available at booths in the multi-purpose room.  Admission is $10 per family.  All proceeds will go to the ISM Foundation / ISM Arts Initiative.  More details and time TBA.  To assist with this event, contact Lisa Wichel-Loomis at 658-0267.
12. Supplies Wish List:  Parents frequently inquire about supplies that can be purchased on behalf of the school.  We welcome the support and will be displaying an office / classroom supplies “wish list tree” outside the Admin office early next week.  Leaves on the tree will list needed supplies; parents are encouraged to “pick a leaf”, purchase the item indicated, and drop off items at the office.  Examples include: Kleenex, 3/4 inch Scotch tape, 3x5 index cards, Sharpie pens, duct tape, staples, and the like.  As always, we thank you for your continued support!

13. 2003-04 Recruiting Schedule:  Just a reminder that between February 20th and March 2nd, Chrissie will be actively recruiting instructors for the coming school year.  She is scheduled to participate in the Search Associates (Feb. 20-23) and the ISS - International School Services (Feb. 27 – Mar. 2) recruiting fairs during this time. She will also be attending the AAIE - Association for the Advancement of International Education (Feb. 24-27) annual meeting.

14. ISM Foundation Notes: 

A. ISM Recipe Book:  Please keep sending in your favorite family recipes for our “in progress” ISM recipe book.  For more information, contact Carrie Miles at CLMiles33@aol.com.


B. Valentine’s Day Rose Orders:  Orders beautiful roses for your loved ones by Tuesday, February 11th and benefit ISM at the same time.  Through the generosity of DeeDee Meininger roses are available for $12.00 per half dozen roses and $20.00 for a full dozen.  Roses will be delivered to ISM on Valentine’s Day and available for pick-up.  All profits benefit the ISM Foundation!

C. ISM Logo Clothing: Clothing should be available for distribution by Friday, February 14th. 


D. Favaloro Fundraising Dinner:  Our apologies to the Favaloro family for an error in the event flyer distributed in the student folders.  We appreciate their support and generosity on behalf of ISM.  Please refer to the invitation for more details! 


E. Silent Auction Gala:  The next planning meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 12th from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. in the ISM library.  We are looking for more volunteers to get involved in helping to make this event a reality!  For more information, contact Laura Alladeen @ lsalladeen@msn.com.

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR EVENT CALENDAR!
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	ISM EVENT HAPPENINGS
	

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	Saturday Work Day
	2nd Sat. ea. month February 8, 2003
	9:30 am - Noon

	K, K/1, and 1 Class Mtg.

Other Grades Also Welcome!
	Monday, February 10, 2003
	5:00 p.m.

	Valentine’s Day Roses
	Orders Due: Tuesday, February 11th 
	

	WellsFargo.Com Bus Visit
	Wednesday, February 12, ,2003
	12 Noon – 2:00 p.m.

	Dr. Leonard Shlain Event
	Thursday, February 13, 2003

MIIS Irvine Auditorium
	7:00 p.m.

	CA Reads Lunch
	Tuesday, February 18, 2003

Order by: Fri., February 14, 2003
	11:55 am – 12:30 pm

	ISM Foundation Meeting 
	Alternate schedule: February 20, 2003 
	5:30 pm

	ISM Board Meeting 
	Alternate schedule: February 20, 2003 
	7:00 pm

	Recruiting Fair Schedule
	Thurs., Feb. 20 – Sun., Mar. 2, 2003
	Chrissie out of the office

	Favaloro Fundraising Dinner
	Monday, February 24, 2003
	Favaloro’s, Time TBA

	Free Dress Friday
	Last Fri. ea. month, February 28, 2003
	8:00 am – 3:00 pm

	Silent Auction / Dinner
	To Be Announced!
	Time and Venue TBD
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