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Weekly News Brief

Monday, February 2, 2004


Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning February 2, 2004!  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!  Thank you!

1. ISM SCHOOL BOARD VOTES ON  2004-05 CLASS ALIGNMENT:  The school board voted yesterday on the Planning Committee’s recommendation to offer self-contained 6th and 7th grade classes next school year. The resolution passed, making the nine-class alignment as follows: K, 1, 2, 2/3, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and a projected student body of 196. Teacher assignments will be secured in the March/April timeframe.

2. ISM WELCOMES NEW 2ND GRADER:  Miss Diamond’s first and second graders will be joined today by Adam Colon, a second grader who has transferred from Monterey Bay Charter School in Pacific Grove.  Adam has already spent two full observation days at ISM over the past several weeks, so his permanent transition to ISM is expected to be very smooth.  His parents, William and Christine, are enthusiastic supporters of ISM and are looking forward to joining our unique community.  In what is becoming a regular component of Tuesday’s school-wide assembly, Adam too will be treated to the “ISM Welcome Song” sung in rousing fashion by all of our students and staff!  Welcome, Adam, William and Christine Colon.

3. PARKING LOT COURTESY:  It is time once again to remind our ISM community members to be courteous and considerate when accessing ISM’s back parking lot.  As many of us realize, this parking lot was designed for bus transport of students, rather than parent drivers and as such, it is ill equipped to manage the daily number of vehicles present each morning and afternoon.  Therefore, please be courteous when dropping off / picking up your children by parking only in designated areas, pulling completely forward in the turn lanes to quickly drop off children, and consciously keeping the flow of traffic moving.  If you anticipate a longer stay at ISM, consider parking on Monroe Street or in the front of the building on Seeno or Watson Streets.  To address our parking shortfall, we have initiated dialog with the City of Monterey parking division to remove the “red zone” strip in front of the building.  Approval of this request, however, may take months as it involves garnering support from immediate neighbors, the neighborhood association, and City of Monterey parking review committees. 
4. HAND SANITIZING UNITS INSTALLED IN ALL CLASSROOMS:  In our continuing effort to promote a healthy school environment, hand-sanitizing units were installed just inside the doorway of each classroom.  Kirk Worley, father of 1st grader Kirk Matthew Worley who works for American Supply Company, graciously donated his time last week to install each unit.  We will be encouraging all of our students to regularly use the units as they enter their classrooms throughout the school day. By so doing, fewer germs are spread student-to-student, our youngsters stay healthier, they miss fewer days of school and classroom instruction, learning increases, and our “average daily attendance” figure remains high.
5. SPELLING BEE WINNERS:  We have some winning spellers in our midst!  Last Wednesday, January 28th, Executive Director Chrissie Jahn administered the final round of the Lyceum-sponsored  spelling bee for the 4th and 5th graders as well as the Monterey County Office of Education (MCOE)- sponsored bee for the 6th graders in our multi-use room.  Two previous rounds of competition had been conducted earlier in January, which narrowed the field of contenders to eight 4th and 5th graders and four 6th graders.  We would like to congratulate winning 5th grade students Lily Burns and Joseph Russo who will represent the International School of Monterey at the countywide Lyceum Spelling Bee competition on Saturday, February 7th at San Benancio Middle School.  In the event that one or both of these students is unable to compete, 4th grader Willi Nafei and 5th grader Erik Ruediger will step forward as alternates.  Additionally, Kirsten Casado emerged victorious in the MCOE-administered spelling bee for the 6th graders as she correctly spelled “seicento”.  Runner-up Jake Stanley will also represent ISM as an alternate competitor.  They will both participate in the Scripps-Howard National Spelling Bee competition on Sunday, March 21st at Hartnell College in Salinas.  The winner of that event then proceeds onward to statewide competition.  Join us in congratulating these winners as well as all the students who participated in the previous spelling bee rounds.  Mark your calendars for the two upcoming events and let’s cheer on our worthy spellers to further success!

6. MRS. DAWSON RETURNS TO ISM DRAMA PROGRAM:  Reminder: Beginning tomorrow Tuesday, February 3rd, Mrs. Maria Dawson will be returning to ISM as the Drama instructor for Grades 1, 3, and 5/6!  In a job-sharing arrangement, our current instructor, Mrs. Alicia Wharton will continue to provide drama instruction for the remaining Kindergarten, 1st/2nd, 2nd, and 4th grade classes.  We are thrilled to have Mrs. Dawson return following an extended maternity leave and to retain Mrs. Wharton as well.  Look for both of these talented teachers on Tuesdays in our multiuse room.
7. FREE DRESS CONTEST:  Our first “Dress Up Like Your Favorite Movie Character” contest was held last Friday on Free Dress Day.  Although most students simply took a break from wearing ISM uniform clothing to wear their favorite jeans and t-shirts, a select few went “all out” and donned outfits characteristic of their favorite PG-13 movie characters.  Students from all grades participated in the contest and we would like to thank them for heeding our request to “dress appropriately”.   Characters ranging from “Little Bo Peep” and “Pippi Long Stockings” to “Spiderman”, “Men in Black”, and “Captain Jack Sprat” from Pirates of the Caribbean were found walking the halls and participating in class on Friday.  5th / 6th grade instructor Sally Burns will announce the four students (two winners from each grade category: Kindergarten to Grade 2 and Grades 3-6) who most closely resembled their favorite characters at tomorrow’s assembly.  The creative winners will be treated to free movie tickets at a local movie theater! 

8. ROBERT LANDAU TO VISIT ISM:  Second Notice:  Many of you may remember Robert Landau, currently the Director of the International School of Prague, from our initial building year (1998-1999), his subsequent visits prior to our opening in 2001, again in the Spring of 2002, and, of course, his Santa-clad holiday greetings at our 2003 Winter program.  Through a grant from the Office of Overseas Schools, we have forged a school-to-school partnership with Robert’s school, the International School of Prague, and he will be visiting ISM from Thursday, February 12th – Saturday, February 14th.  His brief stay is packed with trainings with teachers and a board workshop, and he would like to be available to parents as well.  As we have a scheduling conflict on Friday evening due to the Seaside / Sand City chamber event (see #12 below), we have created a “lunch with Robert” venue on Friday, February 13th for any parents interested in chatting about anything “International school-ish.”  Robert will be in the ISM Library from approximately 1:00 – 2:00 p.m.  So, pack a lunch and come on by. 

9. Taekwondo Kick Fest and Potluck:  On Friday, February 6th, Bailey Martial Arts will be holding a special workout opportunity for members of the after-school martial arts program as well as for students who are interested in learning more about the program.  Friday’s workout will include falling, self-defense, sparring, stretching, foot and hand techniques, forms, videos, and a potluck.  Participation is free for current members and $25 for perspective members.  Activities will kick-off at 3:30 p.m. and finish at 8:00 p.m.  A potluck will be offered at 6:30 p.m. for those attending this special event.  Participants must be at least 7 years old.  Contact Mr. Michael Bailey at mbailey@ismonterey.org or give him a call at 647-1010 for further information.
10. PARENT VOLUNTEERS REQUESTED FOR SPANISH AND ART PROGRAMS:  SECOND NOTICE:  We would like to invite parents who have an interest in supporting our Spanish and Art programs led by Senor and Senorita Candia and Mrs. Sandra Shephard, respectively to donate their time with various classroom projects.  Help is always welcome, yet often overlooked.  Please contact either ISM Volunteer Coordinators Ellen Gaucher or Vivian Sarubbi, Lisa Burns in the office, or the instructors themselves.

11. ST. JUDE CHILDREN’S RESEARCH HOSPITAL MATH-A-THON:  Until Friday, February 6th, students are encouraged to continue to submit Math-A-Thon fun books and pledge envelopes to their teachers or into the office in support of the Math-A-Thon benefiting St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.  We will be finalizing the tally of pledge contributions early next week for submission to St. Jude.  At an assembly later in the year, each Math-A-Thon participant will receive a certificate of participation.  Gifts including an event t-shirt, sports bag, and one boom box will also be distributed to students with higher contribution levels.  We thank all those students who have already completed their booklets and submitted their donations.  Your efforts are valuable and contribute directly to the well being of a child around the globe.  Stay tuned for the final tally of dollars raised!
12. SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE TO ORGANIZE MONTHLY FUNDRAISING LUNCHES:  Parent organizer extraordinaire, Janice Barker, has spear-headed a Special Events Committee to assist ISM staff with special events, such as the Halloween Celebration and the Holiday program, as well as other school functions.  This committee would play a critical role in designing, planning, coordinating, and implementing these labor-intensive special events.   To help offset seasonal special event expenses, a fee-based hot lunch will be offered once a month for the next five months.  A tentative menu is currently being designed with an expected cost of $5.00 per lunch.  Committee members are encouraging parents to pay in advance for all five meals at a total cost of $25.  Profits from these lunches will be used to cover lunch expenses (food, paper products, kitchen wares) in addition to providing special event funding.  Look for a flyer detailing the upcoming lunch dates and menu items in your child’s folder next Monday.  Any parents who are interested in being a part of this committee or helping with serving or shopping for the monthly lunches should contact committee chair Janice Barker at barkerjf1@sbcglobal.net or call her at 384-5524 or 915-9354.  We look forward to an enthusiastic response to this call for volunteer help!


13. IT’S YEARBOOK TIME:  SECOND NOTICE:  For those of you who have taken wonderful candid photos at ISM, on fieldtrips, or on play dates, we are interested in your photos for our yearbook.  With the advent of digital photography, we would welcome submittals of CDs with digital photos, as well as “old-fashioned” pictures that we could scan or use in their original format.  Please turn in any photographs to the ISM office, clearly marked as “ISM Yearbook Photos”.  Please note that photographs may not be returned to you, so plan accordingly.  Interested members of the ISM community who have a yearning to help create the 2003-04 yearbook are also encouraged to contact Yearbook Coordinator Kim Shenton at kshenton@gwdi.com or call her at 649-8224.


14. ISM COMMUNITY FUN GROUP BOOK CLUB MEETING:  Reminder: The next book club selection is Like Water for Chocolate.  Just in time for Valentine’s Day, this book explores the tangible connection between the passion and emotion we put into cooking, especially for the ones we love, and the flavorful outcome of those culinary endeavors.  Many of us have seen the book brought beautifully to life in the movie of the same name, and we now have the perfect opportunity to read the book for ourselves.  At this writing, a time and location for the next meeting has not yet been established.  Look for more information in an upcoming news brief.

15. SEASIDE / SAND CITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MIXER: SEASIDE / SAND CITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MIXER:  Reminder: ISM faculty, staff, and parents are invited to attend our upcoming Seaside / Sand City Chamber of Commerce mixer on Friday, February 13th at 5:30 p.m.  Artwork by our very talented ISM students will be displayed in Sand City City Hall for the entire month of February and the mixer will (re)introduce our school to the communities of Sand City, Seaside, as well as Monterey, PG, & Carmel. Traditionally representatives of notable Sand City companies such as Costco, Orchard Supply Hardware (OSH), and Target attend, providing ISM with an excellent opportunity for us to showcase our program to possible grant funding resources as well as to celebrate student art successes.  Contact Executive Director Chrissie Jahn for more details.
16. ARTS NIGHT:  Mark your calendars for the second annual Spring Arts Night planned for Friday, March 5th from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m. in the ISM multi-use room.  Coordinated again this year by the creative Lisa Wichael-Loomis, mother of 3rd grader Raven Compagno, this year’s event will be a family-oriented event highlighting a variety of family-friendly art projects.  There will also be a pizza dinner for those interested.  Cost for the event is $15 per family (donation), $5 per person for the pizza dinner from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m., and raffle tickets for $1 each or 6 for $5.  It will be a fun evening, full of family and community bonding.  Mark it on your calendars and we will see you there!

17. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:
A. PARENT PARTICIPATION:  When we speak of parent participation, we refer to a number of methods: volunteering in classrooms, helping with special events, chaperoning field trips, and Saturday work days, just to name a few.  To date we have 84% participation through volunteer hours, which is presentable and not our end goal of 100%.  It has been made clear that these hours help reduce our costs and more importantly, model for our children the importance we place on education.  This participation is factored into our budget and does not reduce the $1800 deficit per student. The timing of our annual gift-giving campaign was dismal as evidenced by the poor participation; to date only 25% of our families have contributed financially to ISM.  This figure is looked at critically by outside granting agencies and it is difficult to go to our Board, much less the larger Monterey community, and ask for financial support when the direct beneficiaries of our programs are not giving what they can give.  By pledging $200 per month for the rest of the school year, over half the deficit of a student will be covered.  If you can only contribute $20 per month, paper expense is covered for a month and we increase that participation percentage as well as our chances of outside grants/donations.  Please look again at your personal budgets and weigh the value of that extra dinner out against the foundational education your child is receiving.
B. Auction deadline extended:  As a community, we have been extremely successful in soliciting gala auction items, now valued at over $50,000.  Clearly, we have exceeded the original goal of collecting $40-45,000 in auction contributions.  A huge THANK YOU is due to all who have made this possible!  Please note that the deadline to submit auction items has now been extended to Friday, February 6th.  We are requesting that all donated items and gift certificates together with the completed Auction Item Notification Forms be turned in ASAP by this date.  This deadline is necessary in order to move forward with cataloging all of the items and inputting the data into the auction tracker software program.  At this writing, many promised items have not yet been received, thereby making this process difficult as well as the process of “packaging” items and determining whether they are best marketed as a silent or live auction item.  Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.  Again, if circumstances make it difficult to turn in the item by this deadline, at least complete an Item Notification form and submit that by Friday either to the ISM office or fax it to Laura Alladeen at 899-2190.  Once again, I thank all of you who have generously donated your time and efforts to make our First Annual World Neighborhood Gala a success!  If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions, please call Laura Alladeen at 392-1211 or email her at lsalladeen@sbcglobal.net.

C. THEMED BASKETS FOR SILENT AUCTION:  SECOND NOTICE:  Once again, each class is being asked to provide two themed baskets, one representing “something fun” and the other representing a country or region, as a class “gift” for the World Gala auction.  The room parents for each class will be coordinating the creation of these exciting baskets and they are a great resource for this project.  It is always an option to donate funds -- approximately $10.00 per basket – to the respective room parents for them to purchase basket items on your behalf.  We are not asking for solicited items for these baskets, unless of course you want to.  That would be perfectly okay too.  If you have any questions, please call Laura Alladeen at 392-1211.  Thank you for your cooperation and support
D. WINE COLLECTION FOR WORLD GALA AUCTION:  It’s fast approaching….the wine bottle drop-off date is Friday, February 13th before and after school.  Each ISM family is asked to contribute at least one medium-priced bottle of wine for an exciting “wine cellar” auction item for the spring fundraising Gala.  This item alone is expected to garner a minimum bid of $1000 and it is an easy way for each of us to support the auction.  On the 13th, parent volunteers will be on-hand in the parking lot before and after school to collect any and all wine donations.  Earlier contributions may be turned into the office, however, please do not send youngsters on campus with wine bottles.  We look forward to a great response to this project.  Contact Lisa Wichael-Loomis at ravnmerc93940@aol.com for more information.


E. INVITATIONS TO THE WORLD Neighborhood Gala: You’ve read the appellations for auction items since November and seen the date on the school calendar since December.  Next week, invitations will be going out to our parent community (through the students’ folders), as well as to Monterey community members outside the school.  This gala is not only our formal debut in the community, but also shall become our annual signature event.  It is our goal to raise $50,000 at this one event, primarily from those attending outside our parent base, so as to illicit financial support beyond our own small community.

F. ISM LOGO CLOTHING:  FYI: We do still have children's fleece vests and jackets, sweatshirts, and polo shirts available for sale.  Order forms are available on the credenza table at the front hall entrance.

G. ISM FONDATION CONTACT INFO:  Please contact ISM Foundation Secretary Carrie Miles at clmiles33@aol.com or call her at 484-2981 to discuss of the above items in more detail or to make other suggestions.  Thank you!
FOR POSTING AT HOME

	FEBRUARY 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	FEB 3RD 
	mrs. dawson returns AS DRAMA instructor for grades 1, 3, and 5/6
	8:00 – 11:10 AM

	FRI, FEB 6TH 
	deadline to submit gala auction items

taekwondo kickfest and potluck
	3:30 – 8:00 PM

	FRI, FEB 6TH, 13TH, 
20TH & 27TH 
	STUDENT COUNCIL MEETINGS
	12:20 PM

	SAT, FEB 7TH  
	SATURDAY WORK DAY FOR FEBRUARY Coordinated by LISA BURNS

LYCEUM SPELLING BEE, 
San benancio middle school
	9:30 AM – 1:00 PM

Registration at 9:30 AM / Bee begins at 10:00 AM

	THURS, FEB 12TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MONTHLY MEETING


ISM SCHOOL BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	THURS, FEB 12TH – SAT, FEB 14TH 

FRI, FEB 13TH 
	ROBERT LANDAU, DIRECTOR OF PRAGUE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, VISITS ISM

LUNCH WITH ROBERT
	1:00 – 2:00 PM, ISM Library

	FRI, FEB 13TH 
	wine collection day for gala auction
	Before & After School

	MON, FEB 16TH 
	PRESIDENTS’ DAY HOLIDAY 
	NO SCHOOL

	THURS, FEB 19TH 
	2ND ENROLLMENT WINDOW DEADLINE
	5:00 PM

	TUES, FEB 20TH – FRI, FEB 27TH 
	EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHRISSIE JAHN ATTENDING RECRUITING FAIRS (MONTEREY, SAN FRANCISCO)
	

	MARCH 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	THURS, MAR 1ST
	2ND ENROLLMENT WINDOW LOTTERY
	5:00 PM

	FRI, MAR 5TH 
	SPRING ARTS NIGHT AT ISM
	5:00 – 7:30 PM

	THURS, MAR 11TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MONTHLY MEETING


ISM SCHOOL BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	FRI, MAR 19TH 
	SPRING GALA FUNDRAISER AT PEBBLE BEACH beach CLUB
	6:30 – 11:30 PM

	SUN, MAR 21ST
	MONTEREY COUNTY OFFICE OF ED. (MCOE) SPELLING BEE
	TIME TBA

	MON, MAR 29TH – 
THURS, APR 1ST  
	EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHRISSIE JAHN ATTENDING CA CHARTER SCHOOLS ASSOC. ANNUAL CONFERENCE (SACREMENTO)
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