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Weekly News Brief

Friday, January 31, 2003

ISM’s weekly newsletter is distributed to ISM parents each Friday and serves as our primary communication source for “what’s happening at school”. For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, the weekly news briefs (and any referenced forms, surveys, and material) will be available electronically.

1. REMINDER: Flyer Distribution Process: Parent flyers, notices, etc. are distributed through the students’ folders on Mondays and Fridays ONLY.  Teachers and parents are asked to submit material for distribution by 12 Noon of the previous day, e.g., Friday @ Noon for Monday afternoon distribution and Thursday @ Noon for end of week distribution. Exception: As is currently done, information pertaining to health notices or emergencies will be distributed immediately, regardless of the day! 


2. Keep Safety in Mind:  During pick-up and drop-off times, please proceed safely when approaching ISM, especially when coming into our back parking lot.  Just a reminder that the speed limit on Monroe Street is only 25 m.p.h. and unfortunately, we do routinely field complaints from neighborhood residents and fellow parents that ISM community members are speeding unsafely on neighborhood streets such as Monroe and Seeno Streets.  Your attentiveness will help ensure the wellbeing of our precious students, siblings, parents, and neighbors!  Additional reminder:  the first two diagonal parking spaces (nearest building) are RESERVED for ISM Admin (Chrissie Jahn and Lisa Burns).  Your cooperation is appreciated as our schedules often require us to “come and go” during the school day.  Thank you!

3. Class Structure for 2003-04:  The primary purpose of the special ISM Board meeting conducted on Thursday, January 30th, was to determine the class assignments for the coming 2003-04 school year.  Based on financial implications, site availability, and applications received to date, the Board has decided the following class structure for next year: K, 1, 1/2, 2, 3, 4, 5/6.  

4. Lottery for 2003-04 School Year:  Based on the applications received prior to the January 20th enrollment window deadline, a lottery will be held for all grades on Friday, January 31st at 5:00 p.m. in the library.  Students are placed based on their preference, until applications for a specific preference outnumber available spaces.  The lottery process is then held to determine placement per grade as well as numbered waiting list positions per grade.

5. Celebrate A Success: Mrs. Sally Burns’ 1st grade class celebrated Rosa Parks’ Birthday early at a special ISM Board meeting on Thursday, January 30th at 7:00 p.m!  Many thanks to all the students and parents who participated; it was wonderful!  Their presentation was part of a “hands-on” effort to more closely connect the school Board to the reason we are all here – the students’ learning.  Mrs. B’s “Bees” have been preparing a school-wide presentation for an assembly on Monday, February 3rd to recognize Rosa Parks’ 90th birthday and her contributions to desegregation.  As part of our “Celebration of Success”, ISM students may be asked to attend a monthly Board meeting (2nd Thursday of every month at 7 p.m.) to present a success, either alone or as part of a group. We encourage you to support this effort, and stay for the meeting as well!

6. ISM Drama Program:  The time is already here for Ms. Dawson to begin her extended maternity leave!  Her last day was Thursday, January 30th.  She thanks all of you for your good wishes and sweet baby gifts!  We certainly wish her well as she and her family prepare to welcome the newest addition to the Dawson family.  Maria intends to return to ISM this Fall to provide her unique approach to Drama!  Please note that any parents who would like an assessment of their child’s progress in Drama for this quarter may email Maria directly at maria_eric@msn.com.   In her absence, we are pleased to announce that Mrs. Alicia Wharton (B.A., Dramatic Art) has been hired to provide Drama instruction until June.  Mrs. Wharton is active in local theater at Monterey Peninsula College and is a credentialed substitute teacher with M.P.U.S.D.  She is extremely excited to join our staff and looks forward to contributing to ISM!

7. Instrumental Music Program:  Instructor Bill Gee says: “The year is off to a good start with 18 students participating in instrumental music. I would like to take this opportunity to remind parents that success is best achieved through a regular program of home practice. I expect students to practice at least five days a week for 10-15 minutes per day.”


8. St. Jude’s Math-A-Thon:  Many thanks to all our caring and considerate students who chose to participate in the Math-A-Thon to benefit St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.  Please finalize your Math books this weekend and turn in your pledges by Tuesday, February 4th. 

9. ISM Class Meetings: The next round of parent meetings are listed below, so please mark your calendars now so that you are available to participate and further strengthen the communication process here at ISM.  We will hold two meetings, Wednesday, February 5th (for Grades 2, 3, and 4/5) and Monday, February 10th (for Grades K, K/1, and 1), both at 5:00 p.m.  The primary goal will be to evaluate our progress in areas identified at previous meetings as needing improvement.

10. Monthly Faculty Appreciation Luncheon: The ever-grateful ISM staff heartily thanks the parents of Miss Bunch’s Kindergarten class for providing a fantastic array of Mexican Fiesta cuisine this past Tuesday, January 28th for our monthly Faculty Appreciation Luncheon.  The food was extremely tasty and much appreciated.  We would also like to extend our thanks to Betty Moonan for facilitating the two previous faculty meals.  Next month’s luncheon (theme and date to be determined) will be hosted by Ms. Valdespino’s 4/5 class.


11. CA Reads Luncheons:  Mark your calendars for February’s two CA Reads hot lunches: Tuesday, February 4th is the “Pizza Award Party” to reward those students who have reached Station # 5 (Yahoo!) and Tuesday, February 18th is a creative “Make-Your-Own Burritos” meal.  The cost for the burrito lunch is $3.50 per student and advance orders are required by Monday, February 17th.  Late orders will not be accepted.  A hearty thank you is extended to John and Lourdes Nahas who not only donated 100% of the supplies for the spaghetti luncheon, but outdid themselves by providing a particularly tasty meal for the students AND designing an additional elegant cannelloni menu for the staff.  It was quite a treat!

12. ISM Arts’ Initiative: The ISM Arts' Initiative held a second meeting on Tuesday, January 28th.  Minutes of this meeting will be posted on the What's Up bulletin board, and outside Room 5.  Contact Tod Spedding at tspedding@ismonterey.org for further details.  The 2nd grade, in conjunction with the ISM Arts' Initiative, will begin selling note cards featuring original student art next week!  The cards are $3.00/ea, or 6 for $15.00.  Order forms and a catalog of sample images are available outside Room 5.  We can even include your corporate logo!  All proceeds go to supporting the ISM Arts' Initiative.  See Aaron Shaffer, Sophie Sorenson, or Tanya Kocek for further information.

13. ISM School Store:  The 2nd grade mini-market continues enjoying brisk sales.  New items will gradually be test-marketed with fresh fruit -- apples and bananas --coming next week!

14. 2003-04 Recruiting Schedule:  Just a reminder that between February 20th and March 2nd, Chrissie will be actively recruiting instructors for the coming school year.  She is scheduled to participate in the Search Associates (Feb. 20-23) and the ISS - International School Services (Feb. 27 – Mar. 2) recruiting fairs during this time. She will also be attending the AAIE - Association for the Advancement of International Education (Feb. 24-27) annual meeting.

15. ISM Foundation Notes: 

A. ISM Recipe Book:  Please keep sending in your favorite family recipes for our “in progress” ISM recipe book.  For more information, contact Carrie Miles at CLMiles33@aol.com.


B. ISM Logo Clothing:  This is the last week to place your orders.  Friday, February 7th is the deadline.  Please note that extra merchandise is not being ordered.  Additional forms are available in the Admin office.  Clothing should be available for distribution by Friday, February 14th.  Please make checks payable to the “ISM Foundation”.


C. Favaloro Fundraising Dinner:  Mark your calendars for Monday, February 24th for an ISM fundraising dinner generously hosted by the Favaloro’s (Marie and Nino) at their Pacific Grove restaurant.  More details regarding dinner cost and time to follow.


D. Silent Auction Gala:  The next planning meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 12th from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. in the ISM library.  We are looking for a “few good volunteers” to get involved in helping to make this event a reality!  For more information, contact Laura Alladeen @ lsalladeen@msn.com. 

16.

	
	ISM EVENT HAPPENINGS
	

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	End 2nd Quarter
	Friday, January 31, 2003
	

	CA Reads Pizza Party
	Tuesday, February 4, 2003
	11:55 am – 12:30 pm

	Saturday Work Day
	2nd Sat. ea. month February 8, 2003
	9:30 am - Noon

	Speaker: Dr. L. Shlain
	Thursday, February 13, 2003

MIIS Irvine Auditorium
	7:00 pm

	CA Reads Burrito Lunch
	Tuesday, February 18, 2003

Order by: Mon., February 17, 2003
	11:55 am – 12:30 pm

	ISM Foundation Meeting 
	Alternate schedule: February 20, 2003 
	5:30 pm

	ISM Board Meeting 
	Alternate schedule: February 20, 2003 
	7:00 pm

	Recruiting Fair Schedule
	Thurs., Feb. 20 – Sun., Mar. 2, 2003
	Chrissie out of the office

	ISM Fundraising Dinner
	Monday, February 24, 2003
	Favaloro’s, Time TBA

	Free Dress Friday
	Last Fri. ea. month, February 28, 2003
	8:00 am – 3:00 pm

	Silent Auction / Dinner
	To Be Announced!
	Time and Venue TBD
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