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Weekly News Brief

Friday, January 24, 2003

ISM’s weekly newsletter is distributed to ISM parents each Friday and serves as our primary communication source for “what’s happening at school”. For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, the weekly news briefs (and any referenced forms, surveys, and material) will be available electronically.

1. REMINDER: Flyer Distribution Process: Parent flyers, notices, etc. are distributed through the students’ folders on Mondays and Fridays ONLY.  Teachers and parents are asked to submit material for distribution by 12 Noon of the previous day, e.g., Friday @ Noon for Monday afternoon distribution and Thursday @ Noon for end of week distribution. Exception: As is currently done, information pertaining to health notices or emergencies will be distributed immediately, regardless of the day! 


2. ISM Parent Survey Feedback: Thank you to all those who took the time to fill out the ISM Parent Survey distributed prior to the winter break.  62 surveys were returned from a total of 93 families at the school (110 students) – a 67% rate of return.  Attached you will find the results of the first two questions with the remaining results to be shared at the next round of parent meetings. We will hold two meetings, Wednesday, February 5th (2nd, 3rd, 4th/5th) and Monday, February 10th (K, K/1st, 1st), primarily to evaluate our progress in areas identified as needing improvement at the previous meetings. This is a great opportunity to get involved!

3. Celebrate a Success: In an effort to more intimately connect the ISM School Board to the reason we are all here – the students’ learning - we are initiating a “Celebration of Success” at the monthly Board meetings.  Your child may be asked to attend a Board meeting (2nd Thursday of every month at 7 p.m.) to present a success, either alone or as part of a group. Mrs. Sally Burns’ 1st grade will begin at next week’s special Board meeting on Thursday, January 30th at 7:00 p.m.  We hope you will support this effort, and stay for the meeting as well.

4. Student Return Surveys:  Just a reminder that this past Monday, January 20, 2003 was the 2003-04 enrollment window deadline.  All existing student are automatically insured a space for next year. So, if you have not yet completed the survey regarding your intentions to re-enroll your child for the 2003-04 school year, please do so by Tuesday, January 28, 2003.  We will be holding a lottery for next school year on Friday, January 31st at 5:00 p.m. and this information is critical to the process. 

5. Lyceum After-school Programming:  FYI:  The Super Shapes (Grades K-2) class is now full and the Art From Around the World (Grades 3-5) class which starts Monday, January 27th at 3:15-5:15 p.m. IS “a go” with 5 registered students.  Space is still available.  Register directly with the Lyceum by Monday morning if interested in this multi-cultural art program.  Both classes are being offered in ISM’s Teacher’s Lounge.


6. Monthly Faculty Appreciation Luncheon: This month, Miss Bunches’ Kindergarten class is hosting the monthly Faculty Appreciation Luncheon on Tuesday, January 28th.  The theme will be a Mexican Fiesta with South-of-the-Border taste-treats provided by the Kindergarten parents.  Each month a different classroom will sponsor the faculty luncheon.  The staff greatly appreciates the appreciation, so “Thanks!”

7. Hot Lunch To Benefit CA Reads:  Reminder: We are offering a second hot lunch fundraiser, a spaghetti meal, this month on Wednesday, January 29th to benefit the CA Reads program.  The cost is $3.50 per student and again, advance orders are required by Tuesday, January 28th.  If you have not submitted payment by Tuesday, please plan on providing a lunch for you child for Wednesday.  Late orders will not be accepted. 

8. ISM Arts’ Initiative:  All families are encouraged to attend a second ISM Arts’ Initiative organizational meeting on Wednesday, January 29th, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 5.  The aim of this meeting is to continue a dialogue with respect to interests, directions, and resources.  If you are interested in supporting the arts at ISM, please plan on attending.

9. ISM School Store:  The ISM School store continues into its second week with brisk sales!  Staff reports that the second grade has grossed over $80 in the past three days (which places them at minus $212 after expenses).  Sellers and buyers are both enjoying the presence of the school store!

10. 2003-04 Recruiting Schedule:  Just a reminder that between February 20th and March 2nd, Chrissie will be actively recruiting instructors for the coming school year.  She is scheduled to participate in the Search Associates (Feb. 20-23) and the ISS - International School Services (Feb. 27 – Mar. 2) recruiting fairs during this time. She will also be attending the AAIE - Association for the Advancement of International Education (Feb. 24-27) annual meeting.

11. ISM Foundation Notes: 

A. ISM Recipe Book:  Please keep sending in your favorite family recipes for our “in progress” ISM recipe book.  For more information, contact Carrie Miles at CLMiles332aol.com.


B. ISM Logo Clothing:  The order form for ISM logo clothing will be sent home in the folders on Monday, January 27th.  (Additional forms will also be available in the Admin office.)  Orders will be placed on Friday, February 7th and ordered merchandise should be available for distribution by the following Friday, February 14th.


C. Favaloro Fundraising Dinner:  Mark your calendars for Monday, February 24, 2003 for an ISM fundraising dinner generously hosted by the Favaloro’s (Marie and Nino) at their Pacific Grove restaurant.  More details regarding dinner cost and time to follow.


D. Silent Auction Gala:  Organization for the Saturday, April 26, 2003 Silent Auction gala is now underway!  Anyone with services or products to donate OR who has contacts with restaurants in the local area plus other relevant information / skills is highly encouraged to contact Laura Alladeen @ lsalladeen@msn.com.  More help is definitely needed.  We are putting together a list of items we need for the auction.  Parents will be contacted to help source specific items.  Please plan on coming to the Silent Auction Committee meeting scheduled for Wednesday, January 29, 2003 at 5:30 p.m. in the ISM library.  The success of this event will require the committed effort of a team of talented parents, so step forward and participate!

12.

	
	ISM EVENT HAPPENINGS
	

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	CA Reads Spaghetti Lunch
	Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Order by: Tues, January 28, 2003
	11:55 am – 12:30 pm

	Ms. Dawson’s Last Day
	Thursday, January 30, 2003
	Good Luck!

	ISM Board Meeting
	Alt. Date: Thursday, January 30, 2003
	7:00 pm

	Free Dress Friday
	Last Fri. ea. month, January 31, 2003
	8:00 am – 3:00 pm

	End 2nd Quarter
	Friday, January 31, 2003
	

	Saturday Work Day
	2nd Sat. ea. month February 8, 2003
	9:30 am - Noon

	Speaker: Dr. L. Shlain
	Thursday, February 13, 2003
	7:00 pm

	ISM Foundation Meeting 
	Alternate schedule: February 20, 2003 
	5:30 pm

	Recruiting Fair Schedule
	Thurs., Feb. 20 – Sun., Mar. 2, 2003
	Chrissie out of the office

	ISM Fundraising Dinner
	Monday, February 24, 2003
	Favaloro’s, Time TBA

	Silent Auction / Dinner
	Saturday, April 26, 2003
	Time and Venue TBD


PLEASE SEE REVERSE FOR THE RESULTS OF THE 2002-03 ANNUAL ISM PARENT SURVEY!
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