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Weekly News Brief

Friday, January 17, 2003

ISM’s weekly newsletter is distributed to ISM parents each Friday and serves as our primary communication source for “what’s happening at school”. For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, the weekly news briefs (and any referenced forms, surveys, and material) will be available electronically.

1. REMINDER: Flyer Distribution Process: Parent flyers, notices, etc. are distributed through the students’ folders on Mondays and Fridays ONLY.  Teachers and parents are asked to submit material for distribution by 12 Noon of the previous day, e.g., Friday @ Noon for Monday afternoon distribution and Thursday @ Noon for end of week distribution. Exception: As is currently done, information pertaining to health notices or emergencies will be distributed immediately, regardless of the day! 


2. Open House / Enrollment Window Deadline for 2003-04 School Year:  This past Sunday, January 12th, we held our first Open House for the 2003-04 school year here at our new Larkin Center site.  The afternoon began with a low-key dedication service celebrating our new location as well as the placement of the beautiful school sign, created by the talented Maher Essi (father of Suraya Essi, Gr. 1) at the Seeno Street entrance to the facility.  Local neighborhood association representatives, Mary Ann Finocchi and Colleen Sullivan, displayed their support for ISM by assisting Chrissie with the ribbon-cutting ceremony. The Open House was extremely successful, drawing more than 70 attendees from the Peninsula, Salinas, as well as Santa Cruz!  The interest in our innovative international curriculum was great and folks were eagerly submitting applications for the coming school year.  Reminder:  Monday, January 20, 2003 is our 2003-04 enrollment window deadline, so if interested in submitting “sibling applications”, please do so by that time.   Additionally,  please take a moment to complete the accompanying survey regarding your intentions to re-enroll your child for the 2003-04 school year.  All existing students are automatically insured a space for next year.

3. Math-A-Thon:  We kicked off the Math-A-Thon benefiting St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital this week. Designed to strengthen basic math skills as well as provide an opportunity to build character and self-esteem, the Math-A-Thon is an extremely worthwhile activity for ISM students.  Response to the Math-A-Thon has been minimal, so we are hopeful that you discuss this program with your child(ren) and encourage their participation! Participants receive a grade-appropriate Math Funbook with approx. 200-250 math problems and will seek pledges for completed math problems. Over a two-week time period, students will complete their problems, collect pledges, and return them to school. Participation is completely voluntary, but highly encouraged!

4. Math*Ability: As many of you know, we have been offering a program to interested students in grades 1-5  to improve basic math skills. Monday - Thursday students are given 90 problems on a worksheet and are timed (no longer than 5 minutes). Fridays they are given a 2 minute and 50 second test, also 90 problems, and the results on this test determine the level of worksheets the following week. i.e., once 90 problems are accurately answered in 2:50, the difficulty increases. It is expected that students remain at one level 3-4 weeks before progressing to the next. For additional questions or information, please feel free to contact Chrissie.  
5. Lyceum After-school Programming:  Please refer to the accompanying flyer regarding the Super Shapes (Grades K-2) and the Art From Around the World (Grades 3-5) classes offered by the Lyceum at our site later this month.  Registration forms are attached and should be returned directly to the Lyceum.  They will be processed on a “first come-first served” basis, so register promptly. 


6. Hot Lunches Benefit CA Reads:  Reminder: We are offering a second hot lunch fundraiser, a spaghetti meal, on Wednesday, January 29th to benefit the CA Reads program.  The cost is $3.50 per student and again, advance orders are required by Tuesday, January 28th.  If you have not submitted payment by Tuesday, please plan on providing a lunch for you child for Wednesday.  Late orders will not be accepted.  Please join us in thanking John Nahas for graciously donating the ingredients and supplies for this student luncheon.  I would like to acknowledge the following dedicated parent volunteers who cheerfully assist Mrs. B. in providing these lunches: Toni Deoudes, Carrie Miles, John Nahas, and Mary Welsh!  You all are wonderful!

7. Keynote Speaker: Dr. Leonard Shlain:  ISM will be hosting speaker, Dr. Leonard Shlain, noteworthy author of Art & Physics: Parallel Visions in Space, Time, and Light and The Alphabet Versus The Goddess: The Conflict Between Word and Image on Thursday, February 13th. Dr. Shlain lectures widely both here and in Europe.  He has been a keynote speaker for such diverse groups as the Smithsonian, Harvard University, Salk Institute, Phillips collection, Los Alamos National Laboratory, NASA, and the European Council of International Schools.  Stay tuned for more info.
8. 2003-04 Recruiting Schedule:  Between February 20th and March 2nd, Chrissie will be actively recruiting instructors for the coming school year.  She is scheduled to participate in the Search Associates (Feb. 20-23) and the ISS - International School Services (Feb. 27 – Mar. 2) recruiting fairs during this time. She will also be attending the AAIE - Association for the Advancement of International Education (Feb. 24-27) annual meeting.

9. Kudos to Halloween and Holiday Program Volunteers:  Belated yet enthusiastic thanks go out to the wonderfully supportive parents who joined forces to provide ghoulish fun at ISM’s Halloween event.  Our students certainly appreciated their clever and imaginative ideas.  Additionally, our Holiday program in December exceeded our expectations due to the generous spirit of numerous volunteers who contributed time, money, and supplies toward making the event a joyous and merry experience. 

10. Grade 2 News:  Mr. Spedding and the 2nd grade are pleased to announce the GRAND OPENING of the ISM School Store next week.  The store will offer two food items each costing 50 cents:  fat-free fruit snack bars and Dole FruiTango 100% juice.  The store will be open during morning and afternoon recess breaks.  Please see Mr. Spedding if you have any questions.

Mr. Spedding thanks the families who attended Thursday night's ISM Arts' Initiative meeting.  Minutes of the meeting will be emailed to all who attended, and posted on the “What's Up” bulletin board.  For further information on ways to become involved, please direct email to tspedding@ismonterey.org. 
11. ISM Foundation Notes: “Resolve to Make A Difference” is the motivating phrase from Box Tops for Education.  We do have a collection canister for “box tops” in the office, so stop by and drop them in.  We are expecting our first check from Box Tops any time now!  Check out their website, boxtop4education.com, for more information regarding Box Tops products. Additionally, the Foundation is recruiting volunteers to help with (1) a Silent Auction Fundraising Committee as well as (2) organizing and marketing ISM apparel sales.  If interested, please contact Carrie Miles at CLMiles33@aol.com.

12.

	
	ISM EVENT HAPPENINGS
	

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	Enrollment Deadline for 

2003-04 school year
	Monday, January 20, 2003
	5:00 pm

	M. L. King, Jr. Holiday
	Monday, January 20, 2003
	No School!

	CA Reads Spaghetti Lunch
	Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Order by: Tues, January 28, 2003
	11:55 am – 12:30 pm

	Ms. Dawson’s Last Day
	Thursday, January 30, 2003
	Good Luck!

	Free Dress Friday
	Last Fri. ea. month, January 31, 2003
	8:00 am – 3:00 pm

	End 2nd Quarter
	Friday, January 31, 2003
	

	Speaker: Dr. L. Shlain
	Wednesday, February 13, 2003
	7:00 pm

	Saturday Work Day
	2nd Sat. ea. month February 16, 2003
	9:30 am - Noon

	ISM Foundation Meeting 
	Alternate schedule: February 20, 2003 
	5:30 pm

	Recruiting Fair Schedule
	Thurs., Feb. 20 – Sun., Mar. 2, 2003
	Chrissie out of the office

	Silent Auction / Dinner
	Saturday, April 26, 2003
	Time and Venue TBD
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