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Weekly News Brief

Tuesday, November 11, 2003
 

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning November 11th.  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!  Thank you!

1. STUDENT / PARENT / TEACHER CONFERENCES:  Friday, November 7th marked the end of the first quarter for the 2003-04 school year and Student / Parent / Teacher conferences are scheduled for the coming two weeks, Tuesday, November 11th – Friday, November 21st.  Conference sign-up lists are posted outside each homeroom teacher’s classroom; each teacher’s schedule is unique, however, all conferences are scheduled on a first-come, first-served basis.  So, if you have not yet done so, take a moment to schedule an appointment with your child(ren)’s teacher.  Those parents who are not regularly on campus may contact teachers per phone at 647-1010 or by email;  addresses are made up of the first initial and last name of each staff member followed by @ismonterey.org.  ISM’s Art, Drama, Music, P.E., and Spanish resource instructors are also available to attend student conferences by request.  Consistent parental support and involvement are critical to student achievement and fundamental to ISM’s overall success, so we look forward to seeing many of you over the next two weeks.

2. ENROLLMENT WINDOW #1 FOR 2004-05 SCHOOL YEAR:  As of Monday, November 3rd, we began accepting applications for the coming 2004-05 school year and will continue to do so until mid-January 2004.  Many of you have inquired into this process, especially with regard to sibling applications.  As we do not process applications on a first-come, first-served basis, but rather by a lottery held in late January, all applicants (including ISM families) have until mid-January to submit their paperwork.  Once received, all applications are prioritized according to their preference pool.  As described in our Parent / Student Handbook, “The third preference for enrollment is those students of Monterey County whose siblings are currently enrolled is ISM and those on the waiting list.”  Applications within each preference pool are processed randomly in the lottery for class placement or on the waiting list.  ISM families as well as interested incoming parents are invited to visit the Admissions section of the ISM website, www.ismonterey.org, to print out an application to complete at home or stop by the Admin office to pick one up.  Please contact Lisa Burns, Office Administrator, for further registration-related inquiries. 

3. PICTURE RE-TAKE DAY:  We hope that most of you are pleased with the quality of your school portraits provided by Rich Ehrlich Photography.  Picture packets were distributed last week and to Rich’s credit, most of our students’ photos looked amazing!  If, however, you are dissatisfied with your child’s photograph, you do have recourse.  We will be offering a “Picture Re-take Day” tomorrow, Wednesday, November 12th, promptly at 8:45 a.m.  There is no extra charge for retakes due to photographer oversight, such as blinking eyes.  If, however, you are unhappy with portraits because of hairstyle or clothing issues, the photographer will be happy to offer a new package at half price -- simply return the original package on retake day.  The studio is planning to have the revised packets ready prior to the December break.

4. NATIONAL YOUNG READERS DAY:  ISM will be joining elementary schools across the nation in celebrating National Young Readers Day, a day created in 1989 with the Library of Congress’ Center for the Book, to emphasize the importance of reading for students’ futures.  As recommended by the program organizers, we have invited area “celebrities” to read one of their favorite children’s books to our students in every classroom and highlight the joy and importance of reading in their everyday lives.  Event coordinators Kim Allen (mother of Katie, Grade 1/2) and Lisa Burns have organized an eclectic line-up of guests, to include Mary Adams, Director of the United Way, parent Dale Allen, Sand City Police Officer, Susan Goldbeck, Pacific Grove Councilperson, parents Galia Baron, Elinda Hardy, Chrissie Jahn, and Tim Jensen, Chief Klein, Sand City Police Chief, J.T. Holmstrom, talented West Coast actor who recently performed the role of the Cowardly Lion in the Outdoor Forest Theater’s The Wizard of Oz, Kathy Pape, KSBW weekend news anchor, Dr. Anne Marangoni, local podiatrist, Colleen Sullivan, local neighborhood association member, and John Tilley of First National Bank.  All of these individuals have graciously and excitedly agreed to support this program by visiting our school and sharing the power of reading.  Each classroom will host two volunteer readers for an hour: 8:30 – 9:25 a.m. for Grades K-2 and 10:55 – 11:55 a.m. for Grades 3 – 6.  Potentially, a film crew from KSBW Channel 6 will be on-hand to film elements of tomorrow’s program, in particular Kathy Pape’s contribution.  Continue the celebration of reading at home and talk to your child(ren) about those special books that made a personal impact to you and why.  ISM’s registered participation in the National Young Readers Day program will hopefully be a fun, learning experience as well as an opportunity to earn $6600 for our school library!  The $6600 prize represents a $1 donation from every Pizza Hut in the country to help build the winning school’s library.

5. ISM BOOK CLUB:  The ISM Community Fun Group Book Club  will meet Tuesday, November 18th at 6:00 p.m. at the Hardy-Buttrey home, 1143 Presidio Blvd. in Pacific Grove. The most recent selection, Reading Lolita in Tehran, has received mixed reviews from readers.  Please come whether you have read the book or not.  Our talented book group leader and hostess has planned a stimulating discussion of what makes a book good or interesting for you!  It will be a delightful evening of good food and thought-provoking conversation.  As the house is currently under construction, please make childcare arrangements for the evening. For more information, please call Elinda at 372-6425.

6. SCHOLASTIC HOLIDAY BOOK FAIR:  The countdown to the holidays is on!  Jumpstart your holiday shopping while benefiting ISM by stopping by the Holiday Scholastic Book Fair.  ISM’s library will be stuffed to the hilt with exciting gift-giving options beginning Monday, December 1st – 8th.  Fiction and non-fiction children’s titles, one-of-a-kind games and activities, key chains, pens, as well as student-created artwork will be available for purchase.  Stay tuned for shopping hours.  If you are interested in volunteering for the Book Fair, please contact either Library Chairperson Elinda Hardy at elindah@yahoo.com or Fair organizer Sally Burns at sburns@ismonterey.org.

7. HEALTH NOTICE: IMPETIGO:  Please note that one of our students was diagnosed yesterday with Impetigo, a skin infection that is generally caused by one of two bacteria: Group A streptococcus or Staphylococcus aureus.  Impetigo usually affects preschool- and school-age children, especially if the skin has already been irritated by other skin problems, such as eczema, poison ivy, or allergies.  This skin infection may affect skin anywhere on the body but commonly occurs in the area around the nose and mouth.  It is characterized by blisters that may burst, ooze fluid, and develop a honey-colored crust.  Impetigo may itch, it can be spread by scratching, and it is contagious.  Children can spread impetigo from one area of the body to another when they touch themselves with fingers that have been in contact with scratched, infected skin.  The infection can spread to other individuals, including household members, classmates, and playmates, on clothing, towels, and bed linens that have come in contact with the person’s infected skin.

8. UNICEF HALLOWEEN COLLECTIONS:  Whew!  In addition to having fun and collecting treats on Halloween, ISM students believed in the message of UNICEF and collected $475 on behalf of  the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund!  That is quite impressive.  These proceeds are now on their way to UNICEF to help improve the health, education, and protection of less-advantaged youngsters worldwide.  Our students may directly impact two important programs with this contribution: girls’ education and children’s immunization programs.  Thank you to all of the students who participated in this fundraising program; your efforts are very worthwhile and you will be congratulated with a personalized certificate designed and printed by parent James Stanley, father of Kyle (Grade 2) and Jake (Grade 6).


9. RETURN OF MATHABILITY PROGRAM TO ISM:  Reminder: The MATH*Ability program is once again available to ISM students each Saturday morning from 9:00 – 11:30 a.m.  This math program emphasizes mastering basic arithmetic skills through self-paced, individualized math sheets. It is designed as a supplemental math program.  Each day, your child completes a worksheet that focuses on a specific arithmetic skill. When the sheet is completed, your child checks his/her work using a provided answer key and then corrects any errors. On Saturday mornings, they will be tested to determine if they have mastered the skill they have been working on the prior week. If they pass the test, they move on to the next lesson; otherwise, they repeat the current lesson for another week. The benefits of the program include mastering basic arithmetic, overcoming test anxiety, learning basic study skills, and improving confidence. A group rate of $55 per child has been negotiated which covers program participation from November 2003 to September 2004.  This fee represents a substantial discount from the $55 per month fee per student MATH*Ability routinely charges.  If interested in registering your child(ren) for this program, or you would like more information, please call MATH*Ability at 484-9148.

10. NEW CHILDREN’S GARDEN GROUP:  The Monterey Regional Waste Management District has started a new Children’s Garden Group geared to the garden enthusiast in all of us -- parents, teachers, students, Master Gardeners, and novices.  The group will meet regularly to “promote and nurture gardens in the community”, such as the ISM Children’s Garden.  Attendees will discuss garden design and maintenance, composting, curriculum-related activities, available grants, as well as related topics.  We would certainly like to encourage ISM community members to become involved in this new gardening group as a means of supporting ISM’s ongoing gardening efforts, especially those of parents Mary Welsh (mother of James, Grade 2 and Anna, Grade 4) and Stacey Murphy (mother of Maile, Grade 4) who have been invaluable in developing ISM’s garden.  For more information, contact Heidi Feldman, Public Education Coordinator for the Monterey Regional Waste Management District.

11. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:

A. FAVALOROS FABULOUS FUNDRAISING DINNER:  The spirit of camaraderie was in full swing at last night’s Fabulous Fundraising dinner hosted by Nino and Marie Favaloro, who worked tirelessly throughout the evening preparing a wonderful meal!   With holiday lights twinkling on the trees outside their beautiful Pacific Grove restaurant, diners enjoyed traditional Italian cuisine of mixed greens with balsamic vinaigrette, garlic bread, cheese raviolis or spaghetti with meatballs, and drinks.  Families representing more than one-third of ISM’s student-base participated in this fundraiser raising $2160 for the evening.  To make this fundraiser truly successful, the Favaloros generously donated all materials, labor, and profit generated by this dinner to the ISM Foundation!  Hearty thanks also go out to Chris Forczyk and Marianne Ide for coordinating the dinner arrangements, fliers, and reservations AND to Sam Alladeen and Chris Forczyk for their effective maitre d’ efforts of last night.  Attendees were warmly greeted, checked in, and seated in a smooth fashion.  Plans are already underway for at least five more fundraising meals, including a benefit breakfast held in conjunction with an upcoming Saturday Work Day, so those of you who were unable to make yesterday’s event will have more opportunities to participate during the school year.


FOR POSTING AT HOME

	NOVEMBER 2003
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	TUES, NOV 11TH  – 
FRI, NOV 21ST 
	STUDENT / PARENT / TEACHER CONFERENCES
	By Schedule

	WED, NOV 12TH 
	PICTURE RE-TAKE DAY


NATIONAL YOUNG READERS DAY PROGRAM
	8:45 AM

8:30 – 9:25 AM & 

10:55 – 11:55 AM

	THURS., NOV 13TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MEETING

ISM SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	SAT, NOV 15TH  
	SATURDAY WORK DAY FOR NOVEMBER

Coordinated by MARY WELSH

MATH*Ability Program
	9:30 – 1:00 PM

9:00 – 11:30 AM

	MON, NOV 17TH  – 
FRI, NOV 21ST 
	SALLY BURNS (GRADE 5/6) ATTENDING ECIS CONFERENCE, HAMBURG, GERMANY
	

	TUES, NOV 18TH 
	BOOK CLUB MEETING AT HARDY / BUTTREY HOME
	6:00 PM

	TUES, NOV 18TH  – 
WED, NOV 26TH 
	CHRISSIE JAHN ATTENDING ECIS CONFERENCE
	

	WED, NOV 26TH 
	DELIVERY OF THANKSGIVING FLOWER ORDERS BY OBIES FLORAL
	PICK UP BEGINS AT 2:30 PM

	THURS, NOV 27TH & 28TH 
	THANKSGIVING BREAK
	NO SCHOOL

	DECEMBER 2003
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, DEC 1ST  - 

MON, DEC 8TH 
	SCHOLASTIC HOLIDAY BOOK FAIR
	8:00 – 3:00 PM

	FRI, DEC 5TH 
	
	4:00 PM                   

	SAT, DEC 13TH  
	SATURDAY WORK DAY FOR DECEMBER

Coordinated by LISA BURNS
	9:30 – 1:00 PM

	THURS, DEC 18TH 
	WINTER HOLIDAY PROGRAM
	6:30 PM

	FRI, DEC 19TH 
	DELIVERY OF HOLIDAY FLOWER ORDERS BY OBIES FLORAL
	PICK UP BEGINS AT 2:30 PM

	MON, DEC 22ND - 
FRI, JAN 2ND, 2004
	WINTER BREAK
	NO SCHOOL
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