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Weekly News Brief

Monday, November 3, 2003
 
Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning November 3rd.  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!  Thank you!

1. THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES / HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL:  Friday’s Halloween Festival was a rousing success in great part to the wonderful efforts of our team of festival volunteers led by coordinator Janice Barker!  More than 25 parent volunteers pooled their efforts – over the past month and on Friday -- in support of this event!  A special thanks is due to Toni Deoudes, Cynthia Duvall, Pam Hopkins, and Mary Welsh for their enthusiastic support of this event and for coordinating the carnival prizes, crafts table, cakewalk, and caramel apple booth, not to mention hauling hay bales from Carmel Valley.  Thank you, ladies.  Also providing wonderful assistance was Kim Allen, Bonnie Barcinas, Yarrow Beydoun, Michelle Cry, Laurie deVera, Elizabeth Elsensohn, Cassady Evers, Lisa Fritz, Ellen Gaucher, Angie Lock, Linda Olmo, Venetia Rivera, Fran Russo, Leora Sanchez, Shefali Sanghavi, Sally Stock, Nick Trachsel, Clara Wang, Beth West, and Tina Worley.  If anyone has been left out, please let me know; we will make it up to you!  Students of note include our Costume Contest winners for approaching the holiday in silly, spooky, and creative ways.  In the K-2 category, 2nd grader Rowan Herbert won Silliest costume for his home-created dragon outfit, 2nd grader Corinne Grossman won Scariest costume for her creepy mask, and 2nd grader James Welsh won Most Creative costume for his authentic cowboy costume and swagger.  For the 3-6 graders, 4th grader Lukas Martinez created quite a chuckle in his “Most Silly” football player costume, 6th grader Roland Sanchez was truly gruesome as a “Most Scary” ghoul, and 3rd grader Audrey Cordero won “Most Creative” for her inspired gypsy attire.  It was great to see so many students put time and effort into their costumes and truly get into the wacky fun of the day!

2. ISM FUNDING INITIATIVES:
A. CHAPMAN FOUNDATION GRANT:  We are pleased to announce that we received a $15,000 matching grant in October from the William McCaskey Chapman and Adaline Dinsmore Chapman Foundation!  This is a Carmel-based charity that makes educational grants available to organizations providing K-12 education in the coastal areas of Monterey County.  During this academic year, ISM’s Art and Spanish programs will be the direct beneficiaries of this grant.


B. FEDERAL SURVEY FORMS / FEDERAL IMPACT AID:  An impressive 92 percent of the distributed Federal Survey forms were completed and returned last week.  Congratulations on a job well done!  Using the results of this survey, the admin team will identify those families who are “federally connected” in order for ISM to qualify for Federal Impact Aid.  A minimum of 3 percent of our community must be “federally connected” and we anticipate that figure to be at least 30 percent of our parent-base.  Although the timeline to apply for and receive this funding is lengthy, it is well worth the effort!  Thank you again for your effective participation!

3. ANNUAL ISM PARENT SURVEY:  Nearly 20 percent of ISM families have already forwarded their responses to ISM’s Annual Parent Survey to the office.  If you are part of the remaining 80 percent who have not yet submitted your feedback, we are interested in hearing from you.  We do value your opinion, so make it a priority to complete the Annual Parent Survey and return it to the admin office by Friday, November 7th.  One of the cornerstones of ISM’s educational philosophy is the power of collaboration.  This survey is an excellent collaborative tool that allows us to continually improve the quality of service and education that we provide to ISM students and their families.

4. VETERAN’S DAY HOLIDAY:  REMINDER:  ISM will be observing the Veteran’s Day holiday on Monday, November 10th, based on community feedback, rather than on Tuesday, November 11th.  The lure of a three-day weekend was hard to ignore!  Again, the Favaloro Fundraising Dinner is also scheduled for this day which may indeed be a very pleasant way to celebrate this holiday Monday. 

5. ISM’s P.E. SUBSTITUTE: MRS. BETH WEST:  Beginning this week, Mrs. Beth West will be confidently stepping into the talented shoes of Mrs. Pegher who began her three month maternity leave following Friday’s Halloween Festival.  As Halloween is Mrs. Pegher’s favorite holiday, it was a fitting send-off for her!  Mrs. West was able to “shadow” Mrs. Pegher last Thursday and Friday, thereby getting a chance to meet all the students, and become familiar with ISM’s PE program in advance of this week.  Please join us in welcoming her warmly to our school!  We feel fortunate to have her with us as a long-term PE substitute instructor until early February 2004 when Mrs. Pegher is expected to return.


6. RETURN OF MATHABILITY PROGRAM TO ISM:  Just organized: Beginning this Saturday, November 8th, the MATH*Ability program will be offered here at ISM from 9:00 – 9:30 a.m. every weekend.  This math program emphasizes mastering basic arithmetic skills through self-paced, individualized math sheets. It is designed as a supplemental math program.  Each day, your child completes a worksheet that focuses on a specific arithmetic skill. When the sheet is completed, your child checks his/her work using a provided answer key and then corrects any errors. On Saturday mornings, they will be tested to determine if they have mastered the skill they have been working on the prior week. If they pass the test, they move on to the next lesson; otherwise, they repeat the current lesson for another week. The benefits of the program include mastering basic arithmetic, overcoming test anxiety, learning basic study skills, and improving confidence. A group rate of $55 per child has been negotiated which covers program participation from November 2003 to September 2004.  This fee represents a substantial discount from the $55 per month fee per student MATH*Ability routinely charges.  If interested in registering your child(ren) for this program, or you would like more information, please call MATH*Ability at 484 9148.

7. STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEFINITIONS OF TRUANCY / EXCUSED ABSENCES:  Following up on a workshop that ISM’s Office Administrator, Lisa Burns, attended last week, we thought it might be helpful to publish the criteria used by the State of California to define truancy as well as excused absences.  ISM uses these criteria, especially with regard to truancy, as a guideline for its own school attendance policies.  For purposes of the State of California and the Monterey County District Attorney’s truancy mediation and intervention team, a student can be declared “truant” following three unexcused absences of thirty minutes or longer.  If determined to be truant, there are legal consequences for both parents and students, ranging from parenting classes to fines to requiring mandatory school attendance.  The thrust of the County’s Truancy Abatement program underscores the importance of youngsters being in school daily and on time.  Excused absences are one of the seven listed here: 1) student illness, 2) Medical or Dental appointment, 3) Funerals of immediate family members, 4) Religious observations, 5) Medical Quarantines, 6) Court-issued Subpoena for student, and 7) Personal reason, if pre-approved by school in advance.  Of note:  There is a 10 percent daily absentee rate among the 70,000 students in Monterey County which represents $39,280,000 in lost funding for county schools.  It pays – on so many levels – to have your child IN SCHOOL!


8. ISM ROCK CLIMBING CLUB:  Strap on your gear for some rock-climbing fun!  The ISM Rock Climbing Club has its first adventure today Monday, November 3rd beginning at 6:00 p.m. at Sand City’s Sanctuary Rock Gym.  Everyone is invited; kids, adults, siblings, and anyone interested in tacking the challenge of “the climb”.  Please refer any questions to Miss Chantel Touryan, ISM’s own daring 1st Grade instructor, in person or by email, ctouryan@ismonterey.org or chantel_adele@yahooo.com.  

9. ASSOCIATION FILM FESTIVAL (UNAFF):  Reminder: The Monterey Bay Chapter of the United Nations Association in cooperation with the Monterey Institute of International Studies (MIIS) is sponsoring an International Film Festival on Friday, November 7th and Saturday, November 8th at the MIIS Irvine Auditorium.  Admission is free, although contributions are welcome.  The featured films are award-winning documentaries from around the world highlighting topics of human rights, world cultures, war and peace, and environmental concerns.  Several of the listed documentaries include Hidden Wars of Desert Storm, Coming to Say Goodbye: Stories of AIDS in Africa, Empty Oceans, Empty Nests, and Plan Columbia”.  For further program details, consult the United Nations Association website at www.unamontereybay.org, call 625-9414, or view the poster on the ISM community bulletin (by Room 4).

10. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:

A. FAVALOROS FABULOUS FUNDRAISING DINNER:  Nino and Marie Favaloro, owners of two Pacific Grove eateries, Arianna’s Café and Favaloro’s Restaurant, will be hosting the November fundraising dinner at Favaloro’s Restaurant at 542 Lighthouse Avenue.  Featuring a delectable Italian cuisine of Ravioli or Spaghetti with Meatballs, salad and garlic bread, and a non-alcoholic drink, this fundraiser will be held on Monday, November 10th from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.  The Favaloros will be generously donating 100 percent of the profit generated by this dinner to the ISM Foundation!  The dinner cost is $15 for adults and $10 for children; payment in cash or checks only.  Please RSVP by Thursday, November 6th to Chris Forczyk and Marianne Ide at ChrisandMarianne2003@yahoo.com.  As mentioned above, ISM will be observing the Veteran’s Day holiday on Monday, November 10th, so plan on ending your relaxing day at Favaloro’s Restaurant and support ISM in the tastiest of fashions! 

FOR POSTING AT HOME

	NOVEMBER 2003
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, NOV 3RD 
	START OF ISM ROCK CLIMBING CLUB
	6:00 PM

	FRI, NOV 7TH 
	END OF 1ST QUARTER

deadline to return annual parent survey
	8:00  – 3:00 PM

	SAT, NOV 8TH
	START OF MATH*ABILITY PROGRAM
	9:00 – 9:30 AM

	FRI, NOV 7TH AND 

SAT, NOV 8TH 
	UNITED NATIONS ASSOC. FILM FESTIVAL AT THE MIIS IRVINE AUDITORIUM
	VARIOUS

	MON, NOV 10TH
	VETERANS DAY HOLIDAY  
FABULOUS FAVALORO FUNDRAISING DINNER
	HOLIDAY

5 – 8 PM

	TUES, NOV 11TH – 
FRI, NOV 21ST
	STUDENT / PARENT / TEACHER CONFERENCES
	By Schedule

	SAT, NOV 15TH 
	SATURDAY WORK DAY FOR NOV
	9:30 – 1:00 PM

	MON, NOV 17 – FRI, NOV 21
	SALLY BURNS (GRADE 5/6) ATTENDING ECIS CONFERENCE, HAMBURG, GERMANY
	

	TUES, NOV 18 – 
WED, NOV 26
	CHRISSIE JAHN ATTENDING ECIS CONFERENCE
	

	THURS, NOV 27TH & 

FRI, NOV 28TH 
	THANKSGIVING Break 
	HOLIDAY
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