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Weekly News Brief

Monday, October 20, 2003
 
Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning October 20th.  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!  Thank you!

1. HATS OFF TO OUTGOING ISM BOARD CHAIR PAUL GAUCHER:  After three years of incredible service at the helm of the ISM Board, Paul Gaucher will be stepping down as Board Chair effective XXX.  During his tenure, ISM has been transformed from a vision of what can be possible in public education to a reality. He jumped in with both feet as Chair in August 2001 after having organized an army of volunteers to assist with clean-up efforts at our David Avenue location. He promoted acceptance of ISM’s charter by MPUSD, proudly participated in the Grand Opening of ISM in the Fall of 2001 and spearheaded numerous other ventures on the road to ISM’s admirable development and current educational status in the community.  We gratefully thank him for his amazing contribution and for navigating us through challenging waters with humor, insight, caring, and intelligence.  He will undoubtedly bring these same characteristics to his role as Development Committee Chair, a position formerly held by Prashant Gupta, who will be succeeding Paul as Board Chairperson.  We wish both men good luck in their new roles and thank them for their service in support of ISM!

2. SCHOOL SITE COMMITTEE (SSC) TO BE FORMED:  Reminder: Mrs. Jahn will be hosting an informational meeting this afternoon Monday, October 20th, at 4:15 p.m. in the Library to discuss the formation of a School Site Committee for ISM.  Comprised of representatives from the school community, a SSC is a decision-making body whose goal is to chart the school’s path to improvement.  Behind the creation of the School Site Council is the belief that those involved with schools and students on a day-to-day basis – that is the teachers, parents, and other school employees – can make some of the best decisions.  Generally, the SSC is an elected group of teachers, parents, classified employees, and students (at the high school level) who work with the Director to develop, review, evaluate, and allocate funds for school improvement programs.  If you are interested in becoming involved, please attend this informational meeting.  If you are unable to attend, but interested in participating, contact Mrs. Jahn directly at cjahn@ismonterey.org.


3. BON VOYAGE TO MOUNT HERMON SCIENCE CAMP:  As many of you already know, our 4th and 5th/6th graders ARE on their way to Mount Hermon Science Camp for the entire week!  That wonderful status was in question last week at this time, but due to the incredible generosity, commitment, and support of some of our ISM community members – who shall be named below – the trip is a “Go”!  .  Following a flurry of outreach last Monday (thank goodness for cell phones!), we had all the necessary chaperones and drivers arranged by Tuesday morning.  Thank you to all of you who volunteered your help after reading last week’s news brief; it made the task that much easier. We would like to take a moment to thank all the caring chaperones who took time out from work to make this opportunity possible for our students: Patrizia DiLucchio, Melanie Allen, Tricia Cwikla, Mary Welsh, Robert Elsensohn (full week commitment), Roland Sanchez, Mark Stelzried, Doug Rodda, and Michael Sharp.  A “beyond the call of duty award” goes to Stuart Satchell, father of Kindergartner Emma Satchell, who also committed to chaperoning for the full week despite the fact that his daughter is not even in the 4th or 5th/6th grade classes!  Drivers Alicia Wolfe, Deborah Shifflett, Vivian Sarubbi, Jeffrey Lock, Dave Shifflett, and substitutes Terry Duffy and Ahmed Nafei are also due a great big “thank you” for ensuring that our youngsters can get “to and fro”.  We look forward to hearing about the campers fun-filled learning experiences and their safe return to school on Friday afternoon, October 24th.


4. HALLOWEEN PLANNING MEETING:  Feeling creepily creative?  Join fellow party planners at a Halloween Festival planning meeting tomorrow afternoon, Tuesday, October 21st, to finalize plans for ISM’s Halloween Festival on Friday, October 31st.  Festivities kick off at 1:00 p.m. with a costume parade, holiday-appropriate activities, and treats.  Volunteers are needed for all aspects of the day’s events, especially individuals who are interested in designing and manning a ghoulishly fun activity table.  Join Festival coordinator Janice Barker at tomorrow’s meeting to give suggested ideas, sign up to help, or contribute needed supplies for the activities and games.  If interested in participating but unable to make tomorrow’s meeting, email Janice at barkerjf1@sbcglobal.net.


5. VETERAN’S DAY HOLIDAY:  Second Notice: We have a schedule dilemma!  The ISM 2003-04 calendar lists the Veteran’s Day holiday for Monday, November 10th, allowing for an always-welcome 3-day weekend, however, the federal holiday is scheduled for Tuesday, November 11th.  So we are looking for feedback on which day best suits the ISM community.  Email your recommendation by (revised date) Friday, October 24th to info@ismonterey.org or call the office and leave a message at 647-1010.


6. ANNUAL ISM PARENT SURVEY:  Get your pens ready!  In our continuing effort to solicit feedback from our community members, we will be distributing the Annual Parent Survey this week.  Once you receive it, please take a moment to complete it in a timely fashion and return it to the admin office by Friday, October 31st. These collective responses are invaluable in identifying those areas needing improvement as well as areas in which we excel.  One of the cornerstones of ISM’s educational philosophy is the power of collaboration.  This survey is an excellent collaborative tool that allows us to continually improve the quality of service and education that we provide to ISM students and families. 


7. MATERNITY LEAVE FOR MRS. PEGHER:  Friday, October 31st, will mark Mrs. Pegher’s last day of instruction before leaving on maternity leave.  She and her husband, Doug, are preparing to welcome their first child due in mid-to-late November.  But only “Baby Pegher” knows for sure whether Halloween or Thanksgiving will be his/her favorite holiday!  Please join us in congratulating the Peghers on their impending arrival and wishes for a smooth couple of weeks prior to her departure.  Mrs. Pegher is planning on returning to ISM following several months of maternity leave.  She and Mrs. Jahn have interviewed several qualified and certified Physical Education teachers to provide PE instruction in her absence.  Once a decision is made, we will announce it in this news brief.
8. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:

A. FAVALOROS FABULOUS FUNDRAISING DINNER:  Nino and Marie Favaloro, owners of two Pacific Grove eateries, Arianna’s Café and Favaloro’s Restaurant, will be hosting the November fundraising dinner at Favaloro’s Restaurant at 542 Lighthouse Avenue.  Featuring delectable Italian cuisine, this fundraiser will be held on Monday, November 10th from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Like Peter Mungridis of Epsilon Restaurant, the Favaloros will be generously donating one hundred percent of the profit generated by this dinner to the ISM Foundation!  Stay tuned for more menu details and a reservation response form coming shortly.  In the meantime, mark your calendars for this tasty way to support ISM! 


B. BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION:  We have collected over 550 box tops so far.  That is fabulous!  Let's keep them coming in.  We are going to have our first contest to see which classroom can send in the most box tops. The class that has the highest number of box top contributions will win a special treat.  Send in all of your box tops by Monday, October 27th.  The winning class will be awarded their treat shortly thereafter.  Keep collecting!  Remember, each box top is worth 10 cents for our school.  Let's work toward our goal of $1400 this school year!  Recruit family members to collect on your behalf as well.  A volunteer is still needed to help with the cutting and bundling of the box tops to get them ready to submit.  Anyone willing?  Please contact Paige Stanley at 644-0170 or stanleyfamily5@sbcglobal.net if you are interested or if you have any questions about the program.

C. LOGO CLOTHING SALES:  For those of you who missed the “Back to School” order, we are planning another order for ISM logo clothing.  Order forms are available outside the admin office and will be due Friday, October 24th.   Forward your order to Carrie Miles, or email her at CLMiles33@aol.com.

FOR POSTING AT HOME

	OCTOBER 2003
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, OCT 20TH
	SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL information

MEETING, ISM Library
	4:15 PM

	TUES, OCT 21ST 
	HALLOWEEN PLANNING MEETING
	3:00 PM

	MON, OCT 20 – FRI, OCT 24
	4TH, 5TH, & 6TH GRADERS ATTEND MOUNT HERMON SCIENCE CAMP

DR. CARBER AT OVERSEAS CONFERENCE
	8:00 AM – 3:00 PM

	FRI, OCT 24TH 
	deadliine for ism logo clothing orders!  
	

	MON, OCT 27TH 
	BOX TOPS COLLECTION CONTEST DEADLINE
	

	FRI, OCT 31ST 
	OCTOBER FREE DRESS DAY /
HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL

MRS. PEGHER’S LAST DAY OF INSTRUCTION
	1:00 – 3:00 PM 

	NOVEMBER 2003
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	FRI, NOV 7TH
	END OF 1ST QUARTER
	8:00  – 3:00 PM

	MON, NOV 10TH
MON, NOV 10TH 
	VETERANS DAY HOLIDAY  
FABULOUS FAVALORO FUNDRAISING DINNER
	HOLIDAY

5 – 8 PM

	TUES, NOV 11TH – 
FRI, NOV 21ST
	STUDENT/PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
	By Schedule

	THURS, NOV 13
	SPECIAL ASSEMBLY: SKAMPA STRING QUARTET FROM THE CZECH REPUBLIC
	1:00 PM

	SAT, NOV 15TH 
	SATURDAY WORK DAY FOR NOV
	9:30 – 1:00 PM

	MON, NOV 17 – FRI, NOV 21
	SALLY BURNS (GRADE 5/6) ATTENDING ECIS CONFERENCE, HAMBURG, GERMANY
	

	TUES, NOV 18 – 
WED, NOV 26
	CHRISSIE JAHN ATTENDING ECIS CONFERENCE
	

	THURS, NOV 27TH & 

FRI, NOV 28TH 
	THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
	HOLIDAY
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