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Weekly News Brief

Monday, September 29, 2003
 
Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning September 29th.  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!  Thank you!

1. HEARTFELT WISHES FOR A SPEEDY RECOVERY:  Sadly, several members of our ISM community have been injured recently and are in need of our support and wishes for good health.  Students John Buttrey (Grade 1) has a broken arm and is in a cast, Tessa Shifflett (Grade 2) has an injured wrist, Eliya Baron-Lopez (Grade 2) has two spiral fractures and is in a wheelchair (hopefully crutches soon), and Mr. Adam Rodgers, instructor of ISM’s Karate program, sustained serious injuries in a motorcycle accident early last week.  He is currently in a coma in the ICU, intensive care unit, at Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula (CHOMP).  

· Students are asked to be particularly understanding and considerate of John, Tessa, and Eliya as they recover and offers of help are especially welcome.  Let’s play cautiously around these students to minimize the chances of any further injury.  

· Although ISM qualifies as an ADA, Americans with Disabilities Act, school site, a ramp was needed for Eliya to access the Seeno Street entrance to the building.  Mark Stelzried, contractor and parent of Aidan, Grade 4, has generously agreed to construct this wheelchair ramp for Eliya and any future students or visitors who may need it.  Thank you, Mark! 

· Additionally, we extend our wishes and prayers to Mr. Rodgers and his family (wife, Kristin, and children, Aden and Orian) that his condition is upgraded soon and that he will be on the road to a full recovery SOON.  As an expression of our support and caring, we have sent a floral bouquet from the ISM community to his Body Worx studio in Seaside.  At this time, Mr. Rodgers cannot have visitors or flowers in the ICU, but we look forward to when he is able to receive visitors.


2. CHRISSIE IS OUT OF THE BUILDING:  Chrissie Jahn, ISM’s Executive Director, has “left the building” for several days this week.  For the first time in several years, she is enjoying some much-deserved vacation time on Monday and Tuesday, September 29th and 30th.  Despite the availability of numerous high-tech forms of communication, we have vowed to let her enjoy, undisturbed, her respite from managing ISM.  So, stay calm out there!  She will attend a Principal’s Training session in Salinas on Wednesday, October 1st, and be back at the helm on Thursday, the 2nd.


3. BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT:  Now that we have entered our fourth week of school, it’s time to host our Back to School night this coming Thursday, October 2nd.  Originally, we were going to begin the evening’s events with the Body Worx demonstration team at 6:30 p.m.  However, due to Mr. Rodger’s recent accident, this is unconfirmed at this time.  Parents, students, and other interested family members are encouraged to join us this evening for a welcome presentation and refreshments in the multi-purpose room followed by break-out meetings in the respective classrooms with individual teachers.  Parents will have an opportunity to learn more about the curricular direction of each teacher and ask related questions, sign up for classroom and school-wide volunteer assignments, and meet other parents.  Please plan on attending!  Thank You!


4. FREE DRESS SCHEDULE / HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL:  Effective Friday, October 31st (Halloween), ISM will begin the Free Dress Schedule for this school year.  On the last Friday of each month, ISM students are invited to leave their school uniforms at home and come to school dressed to reflect their personally unique styles, appropriate for the demands of their school day.  The exception being the dyeing of hair, except for a theme-based Friday, such as “Crazy Hair Day” which we will have on occasion during the year.  Common sense dressing is advised.  Students are reminded not to wear cropped shirts (exposing the navel), inappropriately short shorts, t-shirts with offensive themes, and the like.  With that said, we look forward to seeing our student body in all their glorious color.  Beginning at 1:00 p.m. on that Friday (10/31), we will be offering a school-wide Halloween Festival for our students, featuring a costume parade and ghoulishly-appropriate activities.  Students will truly get “into the spirit” of the day when they don their incredible costumes after lunch and enjoy the festivities. 


5. PLEASE UPDATE INFO / STUDENT DIRECTORY:  Admin staff is preparing to finalize the 2003-04 Student Directory with an anticipated completion by next week.  Please take a moment to forward updated address, telephone, or email information to the office, especially for changes that have occurred since last spring.  The Directory is only as useful as the information it contains which we would like to be 100% accurate.  If you do not wish to have your particular data included in this publication, please advise Lisa Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org or give a call to 647-1010.  Many thanks!


6. RETAKE DAY FOR PICTURES;  Please note that we have scheduled picture Retake Day for Wednesday, November 12th at 8:45 a.m.  This timetable takes into account the studio time required for processing and developing our school pictures.  Parents will already have received their child(ren)’s photos by this point and determined whether a retake is needed.  More details to follow. 


7. LIBRARY SHIPMENT OF 820+ VOLUMES ARRIVE:  They’re here!  Our first shipment of shelf-ready library books, 20 cartons in total, arrived from Follett last Thursday!  Our goal of an operational library is in sight!  Help, however, is needed to check in the books and begin to arrange their placement on the shelves.  Library volunteers are requested to assist in this process.  Those parents who have indicated an interest in volunteering in the library are encouraged to contact Lisa Burns directly at 647-1010 or lburns@ismonterey.org to discuss personal availability.  In addition, acting Library Chairperson, Tina Cordero, who has so greatly assisted in the library’s formation will be relocating out of state in late November. (  Anyone interested in serving in this capacity that has library or bookstore experience, please step up and make yourself known.  Following Tina’s departure, we will greatly need your services!

8. BULLYING:  ISM advocates tolerance, acceptance, and identification with others, be it in our very own classrooms and play areas or across national borders.  Unfortunately, both students and staff have witnessed several cases of name-calling and taunting over the past several weeks.  These forms of harassment constitute bullying and are unacceptable on the ISM campus.  The individuals involved have been counseled and we anticipate more thoughtful behavior in the future.  Please take a moment to discuss bullying, what it is, why it’s hurtful and disrespectful, and what are better behavior choices.   Bully can be physical – one or more students hurting another, but more often bullying is verbal and includes persistent threatening, teasing, ridicule or talking about another person.  Encourage your child(ren) to seek an adult on campus, staff or volunteer, for help in dealing with any bullying issues.

9. COMMUNITY INTEREST EVENT: A MUSICAL BLUES JOURNEY:  As Monterey is home to the world-renowned Monterey Blues Festival, we thought it appropriate to highlight the weeklong Blues documentary entitled “Martin Scorsese Presents the Blues: A Musical Journey” airing on PBS this week.  Viewers will take a musical odyssey with seven different film directors, including Martin Scorsese, Mike Figgis, Wim Wenders, and Clint Eastwood, as they celebrate their love of this unique American art form.  The films showcase the roots of today’s popular music through the musicianship of living blues artists, such as Taj Mahal and Keb Mo as well as incredible archival footage of living legends John Lee Hooker, Muddy Waters, and Leadbelly.  As a blues aficionado and supporter of public television, I (Lisa Burns) was glued to the screen last night and plan on doing the same the remainder of the series!


10. COMMUNITY FUN GROUP:    

· BOOK CLUB:  Last Friday’s Book Club meeting at the home of Christy, Josh, Hannah, and Joseph Gordis was a fun-filled evening, for both parents and youngsters alike!  Thank you to the Gordis’ for opening their home to us for a relaxing evening of camaraderie, laughter, and debate.  Amid the conviviality of these gatherings, the lively conversation often wanders from the book under discussion, specifically Dan Brown’s thriller, The da Vinci Code.  But attendees who ranged from those who had devoured this month’s book group selection with zest to those who had thought about starting it (and everything in between) enjoyed the opportunity to share their love for reading and adult companionship upstairs while the youngsters frolicked in the outfitted playroom downstairs.  The next Club selection, chosen for its book group theme from an international perspective, is Azar Nafisi’s Reading in Tehran: A Memoir in Books.  Elinda Hardy, our unofficial discussion leader, will be hosting this month’s gathering; time and date to be determined. So, put aside your cares for an hour or so, and curl up with this latest book club selection. 

· CAMPING TRIP:  Several adventurous ISM families had a great time at the beautiful Plaskett Creek campground this past weekend.  The beach was wonderful, the food was scrumptious, and the company was amazing!  For those of you who thought we were "roughing" it, ask around about the bulletproof wine goblets and the gourmet foods that were consumed.  Thanks to Tim Jensen and Joan Parrish for their help in organizing this weekend!  Plan on joining the next Fun Group Camping Trip; you'll be glad that you did!

· UPCOMING EVENTS:  The Fun Club met recently to plan upcoming fun events and ideas are still being taken. Submit your ideas in writing, by phone, by email, or just call down the hall to Esther Hobbs, 373-2312 or esther_m_hobbs@hotmail.com.  Back by very popular demand is coffee and park socials!  Plan on joining us at Oak-Newton Park this Saturday, October 4th anytime from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.  and bring a breakfast treat to share; coffee and drinks will be provided. In an on-going effort to foster equal opportunity fun, the kids are welcome to enjoy the park equipment while the parents are invited to sit (or stand) and chat and all can have a good time!

· GIRL SCOUT TROOPS:  Calling all parents of girls... Are you interested in forming an ISM Girl Scout Troop?  Girl Scouting is a great opportunity for girls to get together to learn about their world and form life-long friendships.  Ages range from Kindergarten (Daisy) on up.  Please contact Esther Hobbs to be placed on the list.  Refer to contact information above.
 

11. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:

A. FIRST ISM FAMILY FUNDRAISING DINNER:  Reminder: Tonight is the night for our first fundraising dinner at Epsilon Restaurant hosted by parent and restaurateur, Peter Mungridis, from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.   Come and enjoy a delicious buffet of Greek specialties.  The cost is $17.50 for adults and $7.50 per child; seating times are available at half-hour intervals beginning at 5:00 p.m.   Seating is limited, so please be flexible once you arrive at the restaurant!

B. FREE Family Pizza Nights!  Please join the ISM Foundation in the multi-purpose room for casual evenings dedicated to building new friendships and strengthening old ones. There will be pizza, drinks, desserts, AND babysitting!  IMPORTANT...so that enough pizza is ordered, please RSVP to Deborah Shifflett at foundation@ismonterey.org or at 373-1040.  The meeting line-up is as follows:

* Grades K, 5, and 6 on Tuesday, October 7th from 5:30-7:00 p.m.;

* Grades 1, 1/2, and 2 on Friday, October 10th from 5:30 - 7:00: and 

* Grades 3 and 4 on Monday, October 13th from 5:30 - 7:00.  See you there!

C. BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION:  Coordinator Paige Stanley reports that she has already received 237 box tops as of last Monday (9/22) which is great!  Keep it going!  Our school-wide program goal is to earn $1400 utilizing a formula based on number of households multiplied by $10.   All families are encouraged to participate, even if they do not anticipate reaching this average.  Each classroom now has a collection container for ease of contributing. Additionally, nifty at-home collection envelopes will be available shortly to conveniently save box tops at home.  If anyone is interested in assisting Paige cut and bundle the box tops after collection, please contact her at stanleyfamily5@sbcglobal.net.

D. LOGO CLOTHING SALES:  For those of you who missed the “Back to School” order, we are planning another order for ISM logo clothing.  Order forms are available outside the admin office and will be due Friday, October 24th.   Forward your order to Carrie Miles, or email her at CLMiles33@aol.com.

FOR POSTING AT HOME

	SEPTEMBER 2003
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, SEPT 29TH
	1ST ISM Family Fundraising Dinner 
at Epsilon Restaurant, 422 Tyler St., Monterey hosted by owner / parent Peter Mungridis


	5:00 – 8:00 PM

	MON, SEPT 29TH & 30TH 
	CHRISSIE OUT OF THE OFFICE
	8:00 AM – 3:00 PM

	OCTOBER 2003
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	THURS, OCT 2ND
	BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT at ISM 

ISM Multi-use room / classrooms


	6:30 PM

	SAT, OCT 4TH
	ISM FUN GROUP: PARK SOCIAL AT MONTEREY’S OAK NEWTON PARK

	9:00 – 11:00 AM

	TUES, OCT 7TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION FREE PIZZA NIGHT
Grades K, 5, and 6


	5:30 – 7:00 PM

	FRI, OCT 10TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION FREE PIZZA NIGHT 

Grades 1, 1/2, and 2


	5:30 – 7:00 PM

	SAT, OCT 11TH 
	SATURDAY WORK DAY FOR oct

Parent volunteers needed for variety of site projects


	9:30 – 1:00 PM

	MON, OCT 13TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION FREE PIZZA NIGHT

Grades 3 and 4


	5:30 – 7:00 PM

	WED, OCT 15 – 17 
	FALL BREAK 

Have fun!


	6:30 PM

	MON, OCT 20 – FRI, OCT 24
	4TH, 5TH, & 6TH GRADERS ATTEND MOUNT HERMON SCIENCE CAMP

DR. CARBER AT OVERSEAS CONFERENCE
	8:00 AM – 3:00 PM

	FRI, OCT 24th
	deadliine for ism logo clothing orders!  
Make checks payable to “ISM Foundation”


	

	FRI, OCT 31st 
	OCTOBER FREE DRESS DAY /
HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL
Halloween costume parade and activities celebrating the Fall season


	1:00 – 3:00 PM 
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