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Weekly News Brief

Monday, September 22, 2003
 
Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning September 22nd.  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!  Thank you!

1. A BIG VOLUNTEER THANK YOU:  Boldly signing up where other parents hesitate to venture are Room Parents Janice Barker & Laurie deVera (Kindergarten), Laura Alladeen, Eunji Lee, & Tracy Matthews (Grade 1), Elinda Hardy & Tina Worley (Grade 1/2), Toni Deoudes, Pam Mellinger, & Mary Welsh (Grade 2), Melinda Leahy & Lisa Wichel-Loomis (Grade 3), Jacqui Hope & Angela Lock (Grade 4) and Terry Duffy, Betty Moonan, and Sally Stock (Grade 5/6).  Thank you so much for serving in this role and helping with information flow to the respective classrooms as well as assisting in coordinating classroom special events.  In addition, ISM’s Volunteer Coordinators, Ellen Gaucher and Vivian Sarubbi, would like to thank the numerous other parents who have signed up to help with site work days, office admin tasks, technology, and fundraising.  They are still eagerly waiting to hear from those parents who have not yet turned in their volunteer forms, indicating their interest area to meet the minimum volunteer requirement of three hours per month.  Our dedicated Volunteer Coordinators can help match your interest to a needed task at ISM.  Please refer questions directly to Ellen at elgaucher@sbcglobal.net or Vivian at franknvivian@aol.com.


2. PE FOR PARENTS NIGHT:  Physical education was the theme of the evening last Wednesday and Thursday while our energetic PE instructor, Mrs. Pegher, led approximately 70 participants from 3rd–6th grade families and 100 participants from K-2nd grade families through a number of PE activities based on the latest brain research on how best to learn.  From the chicken dance walk-around to the rubber chicken / frog / pig throw, smiles / giggles abounded.  Families have been asking when the next evenings are to be scheduled!  Heartfelt thanks go out to Mr. Pegher for his assistance both evenings and a super special THANK YOU to Mrs. Pegher for organizing these great events – you are awesome!

3. WIZARD OF OZ: This past Friday evening a group of approximately 30 ISMers of varying ages gathered at Carmel’s Outdoor Forest Theatre for picnic dinners and a charming rendition of the Wizard of Oz in which our very own 6th grader, Mariah Heller, played a remarkably credible Ozian beautician. Thanks go to our peppy Mrs. B., 5th/6th grade teacher, for organizing such a fun Friday evening outing.  Stay tuned for information on an ISM excursion to see “The Nutcracker” at the San Francisco Ballet in December.


4. PICTURE DAY AT ISM;  Rich Ehrlich Photography was on campus Thursday, September 18th for Back-to-School photos, capturing the incredible presence and spirit of our student-body and faculty on film.  Pictures were taken of every student regardless of whether a “Portrait Order Form” was submitted to ISM.  In addition to student portraits, these photos will be used for yearbook pictures, and student / library ID cards.  For those families that do still want to order a picture package, there is still time!   We will be continuing to collect order envelopes until Wednesday, September 24th in the ISM office.  This is helpful for those families who overlooked last week’s deadline or for students who were absent last Thursday.  The date for re-take photos will be determined once the packages have been distributed to ISM families and the number of individual re-takes assessed.  Note:  Anyone interested in a copy of last year’s school-wide photo, we still have several copies available for purchase in the office.  The cost is $11.00.

5. HOMEWORK PALS PROGRAM / YMCA AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM:  The Monterey Public Library operates its Homework Pals program onsite at the YMCA Afterschool Program on Wednesdays with volunteer tutor, Nathan Vosters.  This is a wonderful program that has been successfully implemented at area afterschool programs and community centers for five+ years.  Volunteers are recruited, trained by Dina Stansbury, the Monterey Public Library Homework Pals Coordinator, fingerprinted and TB tested, previous to being placed in an afterschool setting.  Nathan is available to help students with a variety of homework needs, which is especially helpful for working families to ease the pressure on tight evening schedules.  Homework tutors placed at ISM will be familiarized with our unique International Primary Curriculum, Everyday Math, and First Steps language arts programs.  If interested in availing yourself of this service, students must first be registered with the YMCA program as it is the “host” organization and assumes liability responsibility for its participants.  For more information, call Dina directly at 646-5604.


6. ISM “UPWARDLY MOBILE” ROCK CLIMBING TEAM:  Joining ISM’s high-flying and successful volleyball team is the “Upwardly Mobile” Rock Climbing Team – now looking for new members; all ability levels are welcome.  Families are encouraged to join as the school team will be composed of both adults and children who are interested in climbing one to two times per week at Sand City’s Sanctuary Rock Gym.   Full access team memberships (especially for teams of eleven members or more) do not have restrictions on climbing days or times and include half-price rental gear rates!   Please inform Ms. Touryan of your interest via email (ctouryan@ismonterey.org) or in person by Wednesday, September 24th.  Look for more information and a meeting date and time (to be announced).


7. COMMUNITY INTEREST: 2003 MONTEREY WORLD MUSIC FESTIVAL:  Sponsored by the Cultural Council for Monterey County, this local World Music Festival will be bringing musicians from around the world to the Monterey Peninsula this coming Thursday, September 25th – Sunday, September 28th.  This four-day special event will feature a variety of innovative world music groups in venues such as the MIIS Irvine Auditorium, Carmel’s Sunset Theater, and the Monterey Conference Center’s Sierra Ballroom.  A free multi-cultural parade entitled “United Colors of Monterey Bay” will take place in downtown Monterey on Saturday morning, September 27th at 11:00 a.m., with a finale performance at Colton Hall Lawn.  For 

more event details, times, and cost, consult www.montereyworldmusic.org or call 1-866-566-8742.  Let’s rejoice in our differences and celebrate our commonalities! 


8. COMMUNITY FUN GROUP:  


· BOOK CLUB:  Following in the tradition of Oprah Winfrey’s newly-revived book club, the ISM Fun Group Book Club will be meeting Friday, September 26th at 5:30 p.m. at the home of Christy Gordis (mother of Joseph, Grade 1, and Hannah, Grade 3) for a spirited discussion of Dan Brown’s thriller The da Vinci Code.  So, put aside your cares for an hour or so, and curl up with this latest book club selection.  Participants in the discussion meeting are encouraged to bring potluck items to share with their literary friends.


· CAMPING TRIP:  Start locating those needed camping trip items -- sleeping bags, tent, air mattress, cook pots – because this weekend is the Community Fun Group Plaskett Creek camping trip!  Plan on coming and enjoying the warm September weather at the beautiful Plaskett Creek campground, located on HWY 1, 60 miles south of Carmel Valley, getting to know other ISM families!  The dates are Friday, September 26th – Sunday, September 28th.  Come camping Friday night only, Saturday night only, Friday and Saturday nights, or stop by and visit “the gang” on Saturday at our group site (#3, closest to the ocean).  Refer to last week’s trip flyer for more trip details.  Space is limited, so sign up now!   Contact Joan or Scott Parrish at 649-5644 for more information.


9. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:

A. FIRST ISM FAMILY FUNDRAISING DINNER:  You are invited to join us at Epsilon Restaurant for the first ISM family dinner to kick-off the 2003-04 fundraising calendar!  ISM Parent / owner, Peter Mungridis, will graciously open his doors at 422 Tyler Street from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. this coming Monday, September 29th to host the ISM community for a delicious buffet of Greek specialties.  The cost is $17.50 for adults and $7.50 per child.  Seating times are available at half-hour intervals beginning at 5:00 p.m.  Please RSVP to Carrie Miles by Wednesday, September 24th at CLMiles33@aol.com.  Seating is limited, so please be flexible once you arrive at the restaurant!

B. BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION: FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITY:  Earn cash for ISM by collecting General Mills Box Top coupons.  It is as simple as cutting them out and sending them to school with your child.  We are currently in need of small shoe boxes (i.e. child size) to place in each classroom as collection points.  If you have already begun collecting these box tops, you can now turn them into school.  The website www.boxtops4education.com can provide you information about the program.  If you have any further questions, please contact Paige Stanley at stanleyfamily5@sbcglobal.net.

C. LOGO CLOTHING SALES:  For those of you who missed the “Back to School” order, we are planning another order for ISM logo clothing.  Order forms are available outside the admin office and will be due Friday, October 24th.   Forward your order to Carrie Miles, or email her at CLMiles33@aol.com.


	SEPTEMBER 2003
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	WED, SEPT 24th
	1. FINAL DEADLINE FOR ORDERING PHOTOS

2. PLEASE RSVP FOR FUNDRAISING DINNER

3. CONTACT MS. TOURYAN RE: CLIMBING CLUB
	VARIOUS

	THURS, SEPT 25 – 

SUN, SEPT 28
	2003 WORLD MUSIC FESTIVAL

Downtown Monterey & Carmel
	VARIOUS

	FRI, SEPT 26TH 
	ISM FUN GROUP BOOK CLUB MEETING

Home of Christy Gordis, 936 Wainwright St., Monterey
	5:30 PM

	FRI, SEPT 26 – 

SUN, SEPT 28
	ISM FUN GROUP: PLASKETT CREEK CAMPING TRIp, Plaskett Creek Campground
	HEAD DOWN AFTER 3:00 PM FRIDAY

	MON, SEPT 29TH
	1ST ISM Family Fundraising Dinner 
at Epsilon Restaurant, 422 Tyler St., Monterey hosted by owner / parent Peter Mungridis
	5:00 – 8:00 PM

	OCTOBER 2003
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	THURS, OCT 2ND
	BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT at ISM 

karate demonstration / body worx

ISM Multi-use room / classrooms
	6:30 PM

	SAT, OCT 11TH 
	SATURDAY WORK DAY FOR oct

Parent volunteers needed for variety of site projects
	9:30 – 1:00 PM

	WED, OCT 15 – 17  
	FALL BREAK 

Have fun!
	6:30 PM

	MON, OCT 20 – FRI, OCT 24
	4TH, 5TH, & 6TH GRADERS ATTEND MOUNT HERMON SCIENCE CAMP
	8:00 AM – 3:00 PM

	FRI, OCT 24th
	deadliine for ism logo clothing orders!  Make checks payable to “ISM Foundation”
	

	FRI, OCT 31st 
	HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL
Halloween costume parade and activities celebrating the Fall season
	1:00 – 3:00 PM 
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