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Weekly News Brief

Friday, June 13, 2003
 
Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week ending June 13th.  This news brief is distributed to the ISM community each Friday and serves as our primary communication tool.  For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, this document (and any referenced material) will be available online.  Just click on the “News” tab and scroll down to the desired News Brief date.  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!

1. SCHOOL’S OUT FOR THE SUMMER:  It’s a wrap for the 2003-04 school year!  180 instructional days have drawn to a successful close and we are all ready to take on the heady days of summer!  We, the faculty and staff of ISM, wish all of our wonderful students and their families a fun-filled and safe summer, yet one complete with new learning experiences!  We look forward to seeing you again, refreshed, re-invigorated, and inquisitive, in the late Summer for our “Back to School” orientation or on the first day of school, Tuesday, September 2nd, 2003!  Please note that the ISM admin office will be open until late June (approximately Friday, June 27th) and will then be closed for the month of July.  Our talented and dedicated Executive Director, Chrissie Jahn, will back in the office Monday, August 4th, Lisa Burns, Office Administrator, on Monday, August 11th, and the remainder of the staff will begin orientation Monday, August 18th.  We will continue to be in email contact during these times, with the exception of July.  Enjoy your summer break!

2. REPORT CARDS:  Final Report cards are being mailed home together with student ID cards.  Families should be receiving this mailing no later than early next week.  Please contact the admin office if you do not receive it in a timely fashion.  The ID cards are being returned to each student (who received one at the beginning of the year) for his/her own use.  We will not be re-using these cards next school year.  We do want to reinforce that these cards contain not only the student’s picture, but also personal details such as grade and date of birth. We encourage families to properly safeguard their use.

3. REQUEST FOR INFO UPDATES / MAILING WEEK OF JUNE 23:  For those of you planning summertime moves, please remember to update the ISM office with any new contact information.  We welcome updated email, address, and telephone information to keep our database current and to ensure information reaches our community members in an accurate and timely fashion.  We thank you for your cooperation.

To that end, we will also forwarding home another mailing beginning the week of Monday, June 23rd which will include a recommended Summer Reading List, a Parent Contract for the 2003-04 school year, and a Parent Orientation schedule.  Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any questions regarding this information.

4. FIELD DAY FUN:  Due to the incredible pre-planning and organization of ISM’s talented P.E. instructor, Mrs. Carmi Pegher, our students maximized their fun on the last day of school!  Together with our dedicated and supportive parent volunteers who manned the more than 40 activities, the youngsters transitioned effortlessly through the field day areas, including the green, blue, yellow, red, purple, and orange areas.  Highlights of the day included the “Balloon Sit and Pop Relay”, the “Pizza Dribble Relay”, and the Two-Headed Monster.  Naturally, wet and wacky water fun was the business of the day with our adventurous students particularly enjoying the “Musical Water Buckets”, “Jug Head” and “Sponge and Bucket Relay” events.  Cooperative play, team-building, and sportsmanlike conduct were highly encouraged for this special day and ISM students managed to support these goals extremely well showing great love and enthusiasm for one another!  Thanks to all who made this day so successful, especially Mrs. Pegher and her spouse, Mr. Doug Pegher!

5. GRATITUDE TO OUR INCREDIBLE DLI VOLUNTEERS:  We have been incredibly fortunate this year to have had phenomenal volunteer support from the Defense Language Institute (D.L.I.), in particular the Air Force’s 311th Training squadron under the leadership of Lt. Colonel Stuart P. Lay.  We would like to take this opportunity, once again, to thank the men and women of this squadron for their dedication to and support of ISM’s programming.  Not only did we have Air Force personnel assisting in our classrooms earlier this year, but have consistently had a group of talented artists and painters who have dedicated hundreds of hours creating mini-murals in the library as well as the highly-detailed “United We Stand” mural outside the multi-purpose.  It is highly unlikely that these school-beautification projects would have been completed without the involvement of these outstanding individuals.  We encourage you to show your support by taking a moment to thank one of our volunteers personally (they will still be working on campus next week) or to stop and appreciate their artistic endeavors.  In addition, we greatly depended on the continued support of DLI volunteers for our two recent special events, the ISM International Festival and the Field Day, who assisted us in providing two well-organized, smooth-flowing, and well-staffed events.  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 

6. LOST AND FOUND ITEMS:  We have a considerable amount of “Lost and Found” items, including clothing and lunch boxes.  Please plan on stopping by the office during the next two weeks, until Friday, June 27th, to claim miscellaneous lost items.  Thereafter,  we will be donating unclaimed belongings to the Salvation Army or the Goodwill. 

7. LIBRARY UPDATE:  The library is finally coming together!  It will take plenty of hard work over the summer to make it a reality for the students in September.  The bookshelves, computers, and the software system have arrived, books are being ordered, and soon we will be putting it all together.  We will need volunteers to make it a reality during the summer, and to staff the library when school begins (no experience needed!!!!!)  We have a list of previous volunteers, but if you would like to help, please email Tina Cordero at cordero@redshiftcom.  Training of library staff will begin in August, please be one of these much-needed volunteers!  If you have a favorite book you would like to see in the ISM library, please forward your recommendation to the email address above!  

8. YMCA END-OF-SUMMER CAMP INTEREST?:  Reminder: the YMCA has expressed a willingness to hold summer camp sessions during the last two weeks of August, August 18 – 22 and 25 – 29, solely for ISM families – here at ISM.  To gauge interest in this opportunity, we will be maintaining an “Interest List” in the office (as well as several other bulletin board locations around the school) to collect names of potential registrants.  Those interested may also contact the YMCA directly and voice your interest to Kelly Kaake, YMCA Childcare Director, at 373-4167.


9. first annual uniform recycle:  Wondering what to do about all those old uniforms? If you have any uniform items that your child has outgrown or simply tired of, plan on participating in the First Annual ISM Uniform Recycle. We will be collecting uniforms that have been washed and bagged during the last week of school between Monday, June 9th and Friday, June 13th.  Another option is to bring your usable uniform items to the July 4th festivities at ISM (see item below).  If you would like to drop clothing off at another time, contact Esther Hobbs @ 373-2312 or email her at esther_m_hobbs@hotmail.com.

10. COMMUNITY FUN GROUP / SUMMER ACTIVITIES:  Summer is just around the corner, and the ISM Fun Group would like to remind you to keep some time open this summer for Fun Group activities. We are planning a 4th of July party (see below), Family Camping Trip to Big Sur, Bonfante Gardens Day, Gizditch Ranch Berry Picking & Picnic Adventure, Potluck Picnic Dinners and more. We will be planning and hosting an ice-cream social before school starts to get to know new parents and some from this season that you may not have had the chance yet to meet. So put on your fun outfit and get involved. Watch for email updates to keep you informed about summer activities. The ISM Fun Group is an organization dedicated to providing a good time for all involved in the ISM Community and a forum for parents and families to get to know each other. EVERYONE is welcome to attend and participate!

· MOVIE NIGHT AT THE BEACH:  Tomorrow, Saturday, June 14th, families are invited to join fellow ISM Fun group members for Monsters Inc. at Ocean Avenue Beach in Carmel.  We will meet on the beach at 6:30 p.m. -- Look for the green and blue balloons!  Bundle up, bring blankets and cocoa, and get ready to have a good time!


· fourth of july fireworks festivities at ism:  Wrap up your Independence Day celebration at ISM this Fourth of July with the Community Fun Group.  Families are invited to stop by at 7:00 p.m. for food, children’s activities, and a prime viewing spot on the Seeno Street lawn.  This is an outstanding location from which to view the fireworks while cuddling with loved ones and friends.  Stay tuned to next week’s news brief and email messages this summer for more information.

· community fun Group book group:  The second meeting of the Book Group was highly successful with most of the attendees commenting the following day on the depth and liveliness of the previous evening’s discussion concerning Nick Hornby’s novel, How To Be Good.  If you’ve missed the prior meetings and summer reading is a priority for your vacation time, pick up Yann Martel’s Life of Pi at your local library or bookstore and start reading!  It has been reviewed as a “magical reading experience, an endless blue expanse of storytelling about adventure, survival, and ultimately, faith.”  If this sounds enticing, read on!  The next meeting of the Book Group is tentatively planned for Friday, July 11th at 5:00 p.m. at the home of Lisa Burns, 1495 Military Avenue in Seaside.  The hostess not only plans on reading the book, but also preparing an array of tasty appetizers.  Contributions are also welcome.  See you there!


· ISM CAMPING TRIPS AT PLASKETT CREEK CAMPGROUND:  Two camping trips have been planned for the Plaskett Creek camp grounds, a highly recommended spot for its lovely grassy sites, beautiful summer weather, hiking trails, and a location mere steps from a beautiful stretch of beach.  Park ranger Tim Jensen (father of 1st grader Skye-Marie Jensen) has offered to lead willing ISM campers on these two trips to Plaskett Creek, which ranks as one of his favorite camping destinations.

A. Summer Camping Trip:  Friday, July 18 – Sunday, July 20, 2003.  Interested participants are encouraged to join in the fun beginning at the Baker’s Square located at the Carmel Crossroads by 3:00 p.m. on Friday, July 18th.  Carpool or just meet us there!  Please RSVP by Thursday, July 10th to ensure that enough spaces are reserved.  Hope to see you there!

B. Back to School Camping Trip:  Friday, September 26 – Sunday, September 28, 2003.  

C. More Information:  Contact Chantel Touryan at 373-0550 or ctouryan@ismonterey.org or Joan and Scott Parrish at 649-5644 for more information.


11. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:

A. INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL WRAP-UP:  What a great event!  Many visitors to our first annual International Festival commented that it ranked as one of the “best school carnivals” they had experienced.  It was a well-organized and highly professional event, despite the short planning time!  Event organizers have estimated nearly 500 visitors to our campus this past Saturday, which gave us all a wonderful opportunity to showcase ISM!  We exceeded our fundraising goal with event proceeds topping $12,000!  Many thanks to the multi-talented event organizers and the nearly 50 event volunteers who were so instrumental in the ultimate success of this fundraiser.  A post-event evaluation meeting was conducted Thursday evening, June 12th and many great suggestions were made to further improve the efficiency and enjoyment for our second annual International Festival that is already planned for Saturday, June 5, 2004.  So, mark your calendars and plan on getting involved early next year!

B. 50 / 50 DRAWING:  Congratulations to Marie Troia, grandmother of 2nd grader Sanka Troia, who was the winner of the 50 / 50 drawing.  Congressman Sam Farr drew the winning number at Saturday’s International Festival and announced that Marie would be taking home $2870, fifty percent of the sales from the 50 / 50 ticket sales.  Congratulations, Marie!  Many thanks to all of you who purchased and / or sold 50 / 50 tickets.

C. LOGO CLOTHING SALES:  For those of you interested in ISM logo clothing, we will be sending out an order form with next week’s mailing.  We plan on collecting orders over the summer and submitting a sizable order prior to the start of school on Tuesday, September 2nd.  Forward your order per mail to Carrie Miles (to address listed in directory) or email your order to CLMiles33@aol.com
FOR POSTING AT HOME

11.

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	Monsters Inc. Movie Night at Carmel Beach 
	Saturday, June 14, 2003
	Meet at Ocean Avenue Beach at 6:30 p.m.

	Going Away Party for Miss Bunch at Via Paraiso Park 
	Sunday, June 15, 2003
	11:00 a.m.

	Watch the Fourth of July Fireworks at ISM
	Friday, July 4, 2003
	7:00 p.m.

	RSVP for Summer Camping Trip to Plaskett Creek
	Thursday, July 10, 2003
	

	Community Fun Group Book Club
	Friday, July 11, 2003
	5:00 p.m.

	Summer Camping Trip to Plaskett Creek
	Friday, July 18 – Sunday, July 20, 2003
	Meet at Carmel Crossroads, 

3:00 p.m.

	ISM Admin Office 

Re-opens
	Monday, August 4, 2003
	

	First Day of 2003-04 School Year
	Tuesday, September 2, 2003
	8:00 a.m.

	Back-to-School Camping Trip to Plaskett Creek
	Friday, September 26 – Sunday, September 28, 2003
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