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Weekly News Brief 

Monday, June 7, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s final weekly newsletter for the 2003-04 school year!  It has been a remarkable year, full of exciting academic opportunities explored, goals met and exceeded, mistakes endured and lessons learned, an amazing ISM community expanded and further strengthened, and wonderful memories made!  Thank you to all of you who joined us for the journey this year!  Have a wonderful summer, stay safe, and we will see you next school year! 

1. SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF:  The focus of our last spotlight of this academic year is on the two teachers who will be nurturing our youngest students: Ms. Chantel Touryan (1st grade) and Ms. Kim Reimer (Kindergarten). Miss “T” will be back next year for her second year as a 1st grade teacher and third year as an employee of ISM. She came to us as an Instructional Aide in 2002 fresh from her studies at CSUMB, with a Bachelors degree in Liberal Studies and four years of experience as a camp counselor and Community Partnership for Youth supervisor. This life-long learner has been studiously working to finish her credential program and will be spending the summer in an intensive language program in Armenia (yes, learning Armenian).  Miss Kim is returning for her second year as our Kindergarten teacher.  Prior to coming to the Monterey Peninsula and taking our Kindergarteners to Letterland, she was a teacher at International Schools in Bali and Columbia, and held various teaching positions in California. She has a Bachelors degree in Liberal Studies, a Crosscultural, Language and Academic Development (CLAD) certificate, as well as a Learning Handicapped Credential (in addition to her multiple subject credential).  We welcome both of these gifted teachers back in August!

2. ENROLLMENT WINDOW DEADLINE:  Tomorrow is the final enrollment window deadline for next academic year.  We do still have space available in Grade 7.  Any interested parents must submit an application for all grades prior to Tuesday’s 5:00 p.m. deadline to participate in the lottery on Friday, June 18th at 5:00 p.m.  We will not be conducting any further enrollment windows for the 2004-05 academic year.  

3. INFORMATIONAL MEETING FOR RISING 6TH AND 7TH GRADERS:  Reminder: ISM staff, including Executive Director Chrissie Jahn, Curriculum Coordinator and Grade 3 instructor Dr. Steve Carber, Grade 7 instructor Sandy Shephard, and Grade 5 instructor Sally Burns, will be hosting an informational meeting on Tuesday, June 8th at 6:30 p.m. in the ISM library for all rising 6th and 7th grade students and their parents. They will be providing a detailed overview of ISM’s curriculum plans for the middle school years.  This will be a great opportunity to become familiar with our unique curriculum as well as to ask additional questions.  It is anticipated that the meeting will last no longer than an hour.  We are hopeful that all 6th and 7th grade families will take time to attend this meeting. [Please note that Grade 6 instructor Marc Landrum will not be in attendance at this meeting as he is still in China.]

4. TRIAL WEEK FOR DAILY HOT LUNCH PROGRAM:  Reminder: We will be offering a daily hot lunch program this week at an estimated cost of $2.50 per meal as a trial-run for the program next year.  To participate, orders were due by last Friday; however, last minute orders were accepted at 8:00 a.m. this morning.  No additional orders will now be taken as food and supplies based on these orders will be purchased for the week.  Here’s the menu line-up: Monday, June 7th: Chicken or bean tostada bowl; Tuesday, June 8th: Ham and cheese melt (vegetarian option available); Wednesday, June 9th: Chili and corn bread; Thursday, June 10th: Baked potato bar with sour cream, chives, cheese, salsa, and butter.  On Friday, June 11th a free hot dog barbecue will be offered to the entire school!  Each daily meal will include a fresh fruit / vegetable, a yogurt, and a drink.  Volunteer help with any of these lunches is always welcome.  Contact Lisa Wichael-Loomis at ravnmerc@93940@aol.com to help or stop by the lunchroom kitchen to “pitch in”. 

5. SPRING SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR:  Wow!  Here’s the wrap-up for the Scholastic Book Fair:  $7.60 in cash and 13 books donated by parents to the library, $125 (equaling 21 books) earned from Scholastic simply for hosting the Fair, 28 total books donated by parents to classroom teachers, and……drum roll, please, $3490.67 in sales!  ISM’s library and classrooms will realize 60% ($2094.40) of that dollar amount and staff is already planning a shopping outing to the Scholastic warehouse in Union City for August.  The book selection at the warehouse is greater than that offered in the catalog, so we can continue to purchase books covering needed topics of interest or subject matter.  A huge thank you to Fair coordinators Janice Barker, Yvette Satchell, John Nahas and Library Chairperson Elinda Hardy for their enthusiastic efforts on behalf of the Fair!  Additional thanks to the volunteers who manned / womanned the Fair throughout its seven day stint and to parents, students, friends, and family members who faithfully shopped at the Fair…….we could not have achieved such success without your support!

6. ISM YEARBOOKS / LITERARY MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTED TOMORROW:  Yea!  The Yearbook and ISM’s first-ever literary magazine will be distributed tomorrow!  Those students who pre-ordered a yearbook will get one via their classrooms and each ISM family will receive a literary magazine.  We thank the diligent yearbook editorial team of Janice Barker, Pam Hopkins, Leora Sanchez, Kym Shenton for their hundreds of collective hours of contribution on the yearbook, Richard Herbert for overseeing yearbook production, and Art instructor Sandy Shephard for her efforts on behalf of the literary magazine…not to mention our wonderful students who are portrayed in the yearbook and contributed to the literary magazine.  
7. SAVE MONEY AND TIME ON BACK-TO-SCHOOL SUPPLIES PROGRAM:  We are offering ISM community members a deal to save money and time, relieve frustration, ensure shopping success, and generate funds for ISM!  What is this deal, you ask?  Parent volunteers Kim Allen, Esther Hobbs, and Joan Parrish will be coordinating a program of ordering school supply kits based on pre-orders received and have the kits available for pick-up at the Back-to-School Parent Orientation on Monday, August 23rd.  The kits will include all the grade-specific supplies requested by each teacher (to include Spanish).  Because we will be ordering “in bulk” from vendors such as Office Depot, prices per kit will be competitive (i.e., cheaper than each of us purchasing individually), and ISM will directly benefit from the Office Depot rebate program.  The price of each kit will cover the cost of supplies plus an additional $5.00 for needed office and classroom supplies throughout the year!  The cost of each grade’s kit may vary depending on the supplies needed.  Please take a moment to read the forthcoming flyer carefully and consider taking advantage of this program.  The anticipated deadline to order will be Saturday, July 10th; orders can be mailed to: ISM Back-to-School Supplies Program, Attn: Joan Parrish / Esther Hobbs, P.O. Box 711, Monterey, CA 93942-0711.  Direct inquiries to Lisa Burns, lburns@ismonterey.org, or Esther Hobbs at esther_m_hobbs@hotmail.com.  
8. REPORT CARDS ISSUED FRIDAY:  Quarter 4 grades will be issued Friday rather than being mailed.  Please be sure to take a look at your child’s report card in a timely fashion following the end of school. 
9. Field Day is Coming Soon:  ISM’s 2nd Annual Field Day is only four days away and the students are getting quite excited!  We are sure that it will be a fun-filled day, complete with many wonderful memories, and wonderful way to conclude the school year.
· WATER GAMES:  We will have a total of 35 different activities in which the children may participate.  Six of those activities will be water games.  Children are encouraged to wear their bathing suits with shorts and t-shirts overtop, as well as socks and sneakers.  During the water activities, only girls with one-piece bathing suits will be permitted to take off their t-shirts; shorts and shoes must remain on the entire time.  Boys are permitted to wear their bathing trunks, however, they too must keep on their t-shirts, socks, and shoes the entire time as well.  If your child does not have a bathing suit, s/he can simply wear shorts and a t-shirts for the day’s activities
· EXTRA CHANGE OF CLOTHING / SHOES:  Please send your child to school with an extra change of dry clothes and a bag in which to put their wet clothes at the conclusion of the events.  Please also pack a towel, dry undergarments, and dry shoes to change into.  As we had many clothes left behind after last year’s Field Day, please mark your child’s clothing with his/her name so we can contact you before unclaimed items are forwarded to Goodwill.
· THANK YOU:  Thank you very much to all of the parents who have contributed items for Field Day.  We have everything we needed and it will certainly be put to good use!  Mrs. Pegher and Ms. West would also like to thank all of the parents who signed up to run an event or volunteered to help with set up and clean up.  We are still in desperate need of volunteers for Field Day.  At this writing, we do not have enough helpers to man the 35 different activity areas from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  If you are able to help, please contact Ms. West / Mrs. Pegher at cpegher@ismonterey.org or by calling 647-1010 ASAP.  We could not provide this amazing year-end funfest without your help!
10. DEADLINE EXTENDED FOR ISM SUMMER CAMP:  Please note that the deadline to register for the ISM summer camps has been extended to this Friday, June 11th by 11:00 a.m.  Parent coordinator Lisa Wichael-Loomis will then assess enrollment per session to determine if they meet minimum enrollment.  The cost for camp is $110 per student per which, which includes all activities, snacks, and a weekly Friday barbeque.  As all camps require a minimum of 15 to “go”, be sure to register by the revised deadline for one of the following: June 14th – 18th Movie Week in which participants will learn what is involved in making their own movie plus a trip to see Disney’s Around the World in 80 Days; June 21st – 25th Art Smart Week; August 2nd – 6th Kidlympics Week; August 9th – 13th Circus Week; and August 16th – 20th Grossology Week.  Program hours are Monday to Friday from 8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.  Return completed registrations in your child’s folder along with payment to Lisa Wichael-Loomis by Friday, June 4th.  Please note that refunds will be issued for any sessions with insufficient enrollment.  Contact Lisa at 658-0267 for further information.

11. SUMMER INTERNATIONAL / LANGUAGE CAMPS:
· Senor Candia Summer Spanish:  Our very own Senor Candia offers Spanish instruction for Grades 2 – 5 through the Lyceum.  Entitled Que Pasa / Summer Spanish, the class will be held Monday – Friday, June 21st – July 9th (no class July 5th) from 12:45 – 2:45 p.m. at Forest Grove Elementary school (1065 Congress Avenue) in Pacific Grove.  The cost for this three-week class is $95 per student.  To register, call the Lyceum office at 372- 6098 or log on to their website at lyceum@mbay.net. 
· Lyceum Summer Triad:  Open to grades 2 – 6, this exciting summer program called “Passport to Greece: From Athens to Zeus” will be also be held at Forest Grove Elementary from June 21st through July 9th (no class July 5th) from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Participants will embark on a fascinating journey back in time to ancient Greece and Greek culture, exploring cartography, astronomy, geography, mythology, literature, and theater.  This program is extremely relevant, as the Summer Olympics will be taking place this summer in Greece.  Register for this program via the contact info listed above.
· Italian / French Language Immersion Lessons for Children:  Julia Saput, an instructor at the Defense Language Institute and the Pacific Grove Adult School, is offering Italian and French lessons via small group instruction at her Pacific Grove home beginning this summer.  Children will be grouped from ages four and up to learn through conversation, books, games, and songs.  Classes will be offered on Saturday mornings or afternoons at a cost of $15 / hour and $20 / 1.5 hours; classes to be arranged.  For further information, please contact Julia at 373-1468 or email her at julija54@yahoo.com.
· Monterey School of Language and Culture French Language Lessons;  The Monterey School of Language and Culture (MSLC) is sponsoring classes by Sonia Perchaud for adults and children this summer.  Sonia apparently has a large following of French students on the Peninsula who enthusiatically embrace her teaching style.  For more information, contact nstaceybrown@aol.com of MSLC.
12. ISM BOOK CLUB:  The next meeting of the ISM Book Club will be next Tuesday, June 15th at 5:30 p.m. at the home of Karen Kushel and Steven Mann, 1136 Rousch Avenue in Seaside.  Come join fellow members of the ISM Fun community for a discussion about our most recent read, Fear and Trembling.  Haven’t read it yet?  There is still time; it’s a quick and recommendable read.  Plan on bringing a potluck contribution to the dinner.  Last summer’s book “discussion” was lively, so don’t miss out!  Hope to see you there!

13. ISM FUN CLUB SUMMER THEATER EVENTS:
· FILMS IN THE FOREST:  Carmel Outdoor Theater, individual tickets are $5, children under 5 free.  Shows start at 8:00 p.m. or dusk.  Bring dinner and blankets.  Friday, July 9th:  Grease; Tuesday, July 13th: An American in Paris; Wednesday, July 14th: Bedknobs and Broomsticks; Wednesday, July 21st: National Velvet; Tuesday, July 27th: Gigi; Thursday, July 29th: Arsenic and Old Lace.
· FINDING NEMO ON CARMEL BEACH:  Join us for a free showing of this favorite movie on Carmel Beach, Saturday, June 19th at dusk.  Bring a picnic, blankets, and come find other ISM families for fun and sand!
· YOU’RE A GOOD MAN, CHARLIE BROWN AT MPC:  Our own Drama instructor, Alicia Wharton, stars in this family play.  We are planning an ISM night for Thursday, June 24th at 7:00 p.m.  Order tickets in advance (to avoid disappointment) at www.ticketguys.com.
· LIVE THEATER AT THE OUTDOOR FOREST THEATER:  Saturday, July 24th at 8:00 p.m. for The Sound of Music and Sunday, August 29th at 2:00 p.m. for Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.  Order advance tickets at www.ticketguys.com.
· Contact Esther Hobbs at esther_m_hobbs@hotmail.com for more information on any of these events. 
 
14. SUMMER AND FALL CAMPING TRIPS / UPDATE:  Trip coordinators Tim Jensen and Joan Parrish prepared a reservation form for summer camping trips which was distributed last week.  If interested in any summer trips, please submit payment to Tim Jensen.  Here’s just a quick overview, once again: 
· Friday, June 11th – Sunday, June 13th:  Plaskett Creek Campground: $13 per family for two nights prepaid by Tuesday, June 1st.
· Friday, July 23rd – Sunday July 25th: Santa Lucia Campground in Big Sur; 
· Friday, August 6th – Sunday, August 8th:  Fort Hunter Liggett Hacienda: $48.33 per family per night.  Payment deadline is Tuesday, June 15th.
· Friday, September 24th – Sunday, September 26th: return to Santa Lucia Campground in Big Sur; 
· Pigeon Point Lighthouse Hostel:  Cancelled
· Direct camping trip questions to Joan Parrish at 649-5644 or Tim Jensen at tjensen@mprpd.org.

15. BACK TO SCHOOL PICNIC:  Mark your calendars for an “end-of-summer / back-to-school / get-to-know-each-other” picnic at Carmel River State Beach on Saturday, August 21st at 11:00 a.m.  until we exhaust ourselves!  Bring a potluck dish to share, your own utensils, plates, napkins, and drinks and naturally all the fun stuff for the beach.  Anyone interested in bringing a portable gas or hibachi grill is definitely encourage to do so, so we can roast hot dogs and marshmallows!  RSVP to Cynthia Duvall at cynthiaduvall01@aol.com.  We will be sending out a reminder email as time gets closer, but plan on reserving the day now!
16. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:
· 2nd ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL –
· EVENT DETAILS:  Our ISM community pulled together for a second consecutive year to offer a wonderfully entertaining and profitable International Festival!  The event raised approximately $7000 in net profit after expenses.  The goal of Foundation board members was $5000, so we met and exceeded the desired financial goal as well as further strengthening visibility and awareness of ISM in the greater Peninsula community.  For photos and more details, stay tuned to our website at www.ismonterey.org/ism_foundation.html.  The success of this event relies on an army of volunteers who enthusiastically and cooperatively band together to carry out all the small, medium, and large details that are required to put on an event of this size.  We thank all of you for your amazing contributions and especially Ellen Gaucher and Sam Alladeen for their finely-tuned coordination of this event!  

· 50/50 DRAWING:  Winner: Lisa Wichael-Loomis with a pot of $1942.50!  Congratulations and spend it well!

FOR POSTING AT HOME

	JUNE 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, JUN 7TH –

THURS, JUN 10TH 
	TRIAL DAILY HOT LUNCH PROGRAM
	ALL WEEK

BBQ ON FRIDAY

	TUES, JUN 8TH 
	INFORMATIONAL MEETING FOR rising 6TH & 7TH GRADE students and parents
	6:30 PM, 
ISM LIBRARY

	WED, JUN 9TH 
	SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL MEETING
	5:30 PM

	THURS, JUN 10TH
	ISM SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
	7:00 PM

	FRI, JUN 11TH 
	revised deadline to register for summer camp

FIELD DAY / LUNCH BBQ / LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

END OF 4TH QUARTER – report cards distributed
	11:00 AM

11:30 – 2:30

	MON, JUN 14TH -
TUES, JUN 22ND 

WED, JUN 23RD – AUG 6TH
	Admin office open

Admin office CLOSED
	9 AM – 3 PM

----------------------

	AUGUST 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, AUG 2ND 

MON, AUG 16TH
	ADMIN STAFF RETURNS

TEACHERS RETURN / ORIENTATION & TRAINING
	

	SAT, AUG 21ST 
	BACK TO SCHOOL GET TOGETHER PICNIC AT
CARMEL RIVER STATE BEACH
	11 AM - ?

	MON, AUG 23RD
	PARENT ORIENTATION & OPEN HOUSE
	6:30 PM

	WED, AUG 25TH 
	FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
	8 AM – 3 PM
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