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Weekly News Brief

Friday, June 6, 2003
 
Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week ending June 6th.  This news brief is distributed to the ISM community each Friday and serves as our primary communication tool.  For those who prefer accessing the ISM website for school-related information, this document (and any referenced material) will be available online.  Just click on the “News” tab and scroll down to the desired News Brief date.  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!

1. LBAD: LISA BURNS APPRECIATION DAY:  Monday, June 2nd was officially deemed "Lisa Burns Appreciation Day" which was a delightful surprise for this news brief editor!  After walking into the Monday morning assembly, I was greeted with an energetic chant of "Happy Mrs. Burns Day!”  Gifts then poured forth: a royal crown (to be worn all day long), a large laminated frog (for lunch with our principal), cards, relaxation items, and most decadent of all, a gift certificate for a wonderful spa packet (to be enjoyed during the ISM workday)!  Many warm thanks to my colleagues and those parents who spoiled me tremendously this week.  It was great fun!  A special word of thanks to Ms. Diamond's K/1 class for their original book created in my honor!  Each page features words of appreciation and delightful drawings of a “bedecked and bejeweled” Mrs. Burns.  Thanks so much!


2. INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL FERVOR:  International Festival fervor has hit the ISM campus as preparations are being finalized for tomorrow’s fundraiser.  Event organizers have assembled a remarkable array of silent auction items valued at over $13,000, as well as donations from parents and community members to outfit the 9 country booths, 5 carnival booths, 2 bounce houses, the International Marketplace, and the variety of food booths!  Our first-annual International Festival is prominently advertised in both the Coast Weekly and The Herald “Go” section, rather an amazing media feat for our first fundraising foray.  This may be partly explainable by the scheduled visit of Congressman Sam Farr between 1:00 and 2:00 p.m.  Additionally, this event is being promoted via a banner over Alvarado Street.  Crowds in excess of 300 – 500 people are expected to visit our campus and “travel the world” without even leaving Monterey!  This is a wonderful opportunity for us to showcase our unique public charter school and the International Primary curriculum to potential parents, financial contributors, and the wider Monterey Peninsula community!  Many thanks to the army of volunteers who have devoted countless hours to this project and without whom this event would not be possible.  So, pack your bag for fun and plan on stopping by tomorrow to enjoy the festivities and support this very worthwhile event!  Reminder:  Parking will be limited; please park considerately on adjoining neighborhood streets!

3. Class Placement 2003-04:  Class lists for the 2003-04 school year will be posted on the Community Information bulletin board (next to the Spanish Room - Room 4) after 12 Noon on Tuesday, June 10th.  We publish these lists early in order to facilitate communication between students, teachers, and parents prior to the new school year, i.e. over the summer break.  The student placements will be set for the start of the school year, with the first 6 weeks used for further assessment of best possible placement (as we all know much can happen in the development of a child in three months).  Placement of the 1st and 2nd graders, in the 1st, 1/2, and 2nd grade classes specifically, is based on numerous factors.  First and foremost, we consider what is best for each individual student's learning.  Other factors include teacher recommendation, gender balance, and personality mix in the classroom (students as well as teachers). Academically, 1st or 2nd grade at ISM is comparable, regardless of the class placement.  Thank you in advance for enthusiastically supporting your child’s new teacher.

4. 2002-03 ISM YEARBOOK DISTRIBUTION: Yearbooks will be distributed to students early next week in their classrooms to allow plenty of time to laugh, cry, reminisce, and sign autographs.  Please take a moment the next time you see these individuals on campus or about town to thank them for their efforts in coordinating the yearbook: Marie Butcher, Laura Dippold, Terry Duffy, Elinda Hardy, Richard Herbert, Pam Mellinger, Carrie Miles, and Kym Shenton.  We certainly appreciate of their efforts!


5. DRAMA PRESENTATION: HOW TO EAT LIKE A CHILD:  Parents are invited to join us at the Monday morning assembly on June 9th at 8:10 a.m. for a presentation led by ISM’s Drama instructor, Mrs. Wharton.  The 3rd, 4th & 5th graders will present excerpts from How to Eat Like a Child and Other Lessons on Being Grownup based on the book by Delphia Ephron, John Forster, and Judith Kuhan. All parents are welcome to attend!


6. CELEBRATE SUCCESS: PREMIER PERFORMANCE OF ISM STRING ORCHESTRA:  In our on-going effort to celebrate student successes here at ISM and to encourage greater attendance at ISM Board meetings, parents and supporters are invited to join Instrumental Music instructor, Mr. Bill Gee, for the premier performance of the ISM String Orchestra on Thursday, June 12th at 4:00 p.m.  In addition to showcasing the efforts of our students, this performance will also kick off the revised meeting time for the ISM school board.  So, come on by!


7. KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION: The Kindergarten programs led by Miss Sarah Bunch and Miss Sandrine Diamond will be offering Kindergarten Graduation programs for their respective classes – K/1 on Thursday, June 12th at 8:30 a.m. followed by a potluck luncheon on Friday, June 13th also at 8:30 a.m.   Parents are invited to watch the festivities armed with cameras and tissue boxes while the graduates sing songs (in English and Spanish) and receive their diplomas.  This is an event sure to tug at all of our heartstrings and not to be missed!


8. JUNE 13TH FIELD DAY UPDATE:  The last day of school is fast approaching and the kids are looking forward to field day with great anticipation!  For many of them, this will be their first “field day” experience and we are certain that it is going to be a positive memory to cap off their school year at ISM.  

· WATER GAMES:  We have 35 different activities for the children to participate in.  Six of those activities will be water games.  Children are encouraged to wear their bathing suits with shorts and T-shirts overtop, as well as socks and sneakers.  During the water activities, only girls with one-piece bathing suits will be permitted to take off their t-shirts, but shorts and shoes must remain on the entire time.  Boys are permitted to wear their bathing suit bottoms; however, they must keep their t-shirts and shoes on the entire time as well.  If your child does not have a bathing suit, shorts and a t-shirt are just fine.

· EXTRA CHANGE OF CLOTHES / SHOES:  Please send your child to school with an extra change of dry clothes and a bag for their wet clothes.  Please also plan on packing a towel, dry undergarments, and dry shoes.  The youngsters will be changing out of their wet clothes at the conclusion of field day at approximately 2:30 p.m.

· EARLY PICK-UP:  For those parents planning on picking up their child(ren) early on the last day of school following the field day activities, please sign out directly with the respective classroom teacher(s). Each teacher will have a sign-out sheet requiring parent / guardian initials in order to release a child.  This procedure will be in place to ensure a high level of safety and accountability as well as guarantee that teachers get to say “Adios and Happy Summer” to their students.  Thank you for your cooperation!

· THANK YOU:  Thank you very much to all of the parents who have contributed items so generously for field day.  We have everything that we need and it certainly will be put to good use.  P.E. instructor, Mrs. Pegher, would also like to thank all of the parents who have volunteered to run an event or to assist with set up and clean up.  We simply could not do an event of this scale without your help.  If you would still like to volunteer, please contact Mrs. Pegher at cpegher@ismonterey.org or by calling 647-1010 as soon as possible.  


9. YMCA END-OF-SUMMER CAMP INTEREST?:  Reminder: the YMCA has expressed a willingness to hold summer camp sessions during the last two weeks of August, August 18 – 22 and 25 – 29, solely for ISM families – here at ISM.  To gauge interest in this opportunity, we will be maintaining an “Interest List” in the office (as well as several other bulletin board locations around the school) to collect names of potential registrants.  Those interested may also contact the YMCA directly and voice your interest to Kelly Kaake, YMCA Childcare Director, at 373-4167.


10. first annual uniform recycle:  Wondering what to do about all those old uniforms? If you have any uniform items that your child has outgrown or simply tired of, plan on participating in the First Annual ISM Uniform Recycle. We will be collecting uniforms that have been washed and bagged during the last week of school between Monday, June 9th and Friday, June 13th.  Another option is to bring your usable uniform items to the July 4th festivities at ISM (see item below).  If you would like to drop clothing off at another time, contact Esther Hobbs @ 373-2312 or email her at esther_m_hobbs@hotmail.com.


11. fourth of july fireworks festivities at ism:  Wrap up your Independence Day celebration at ISM this Fourth of July with the Community Fun Group.  Families are invited to stop by at 7:00 p.m. for food, children’s activities, and a prime viewing spot on the Seeno Street lawn.  This is an outstanding location from which to view the fireworks while cuddling with loved ones and friends.  Stay tuned to next week’s news brief and email messages this summer for more information.

12. community fun Group book group:  The second meeting of the Book Group was highly successful with most of the attendees commenting the following day on the depth and liveliness of the previous evening’s discussion concerning Nick Hornby’s novel, How To Be Good.  If you’ve missed the prior meetings and summer reading is a priority for your vacation time, pick up Yann Martel’s Life of Pi at your local library or bookstore and start reading!  It has been reviewed as a “magical reading experience, an endless blue expanse of storytelling about adventure, survival, and ultimately, faith.”  If this sounds enticing, read on!  The next meeting of the Book Group is tentatively planned for Friday, July 11th at 5:00 p.m. at the home of Lisa Burns, 1495 Military Avenue in Seaside.  The hostess not only plans on reading the book, but also preparing an array of tasty appetizers.  Contributions are also welcome.  See you there!

13. COMMUNITY FUN GROUP / SUMMER ACTIVITIES:  Summer is just around the corner, and the ISM Fun Group would like to remind you to keep some time open this summer for Fun Group activities. We are planning a 4th of July party (see item #10 above), Family Camping Trip to Big Sur, Bonfante Gardens Day, Gizditch Ranch Berry Picking & Picnic Adventure, Potluck Picnic Dinners and more. We will be planning and hosting an ice-cream social before school starts to get to know new parents and some from this season that you may not have had the chance yet to meet. So put on your fun outfit and get involved. Watch for email updates to keep you informed about summer activities. The ISM Fun Group is an organization dedicated to providing a good time for all involved in the ISM Community and a forum for parents and families to get to know each other. EVERYONE is welcome to attend and participate!

FOR POSTING AT HOME

14.

	EVENT
	DESCRIPTION / DAY
	TIME

	International Festival and Carnival
	Saturday, June 7, 2003
	11 am – 3 pm

	Drama Presentation by Grades 3 and 4/5
	Monday morning assembly: 
Monday, June 9, 2003
	8:10 am

	ISM Board Meeting
	Thursday, June 12, 2003
	New Time: 4 pm

	Celebrating Success: Premier Performance of ISM String Orchestra
	Thursday, June 12, 2003
	New Time: 4 pm

	ISM Foundation Board Meeting
	Thursday, June 12, 2003
	5:30 pm

	K / 1 Kindergarten Graduation and Potluck
	Thursday, June 12, 2003
	8:30 am

	Kindergarten Graduation 
	Friday, June 13, 2003
	8:30 am

	Field Day Celebration // 
Last Day of School 
	Friday, June 13, 2003
	9:30 am – 2 pm

	Going Away Party for Miss Bunch at Via Paraiso Park 
	Sunday, June 15, 2003
	11 am

	Watch the Fourth of July Fireworks at ISM
	Friday, July 4, 2003
	Time TBA

	Community Fun Group Book Club
	Friday, July 11, 2003
	5:00 p.m.

	First Day of 2003-04 School Year
	Tuesday, September 2, 2003
	8:00 am
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