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Weekly News Brief

Monday, June 1, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning June 1, 2004!  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!  Thank you!

1. SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF:  In our second to last “spotlight” this academic year, we are focusing on staffers Mr. Tod Spedding (2nd/3rd grade multi-age) and Ms. Sandrine Diamond (2nd grade).  As our 2nd grade instructor over the past two years, Mr. Spedding’s displays in the hallway are renown.  Prior to firing up the kiln and star-gazing with ISM’ers, Mr. Spedding taught in Greenfield Elementary, a 2nd – 6th grade school.  He was able to collect his international experience through teaching positions at the International School of Amsterdam and the American International School of Israel.  He possesses degrees in School Counseling and Psychology and has been very impassioned by Project Zero, a research group established at the Harvard School of Education, which he became exposed to while at the International School of Amsterdam.  Ms. Diamond herself is a graduate of international schools, having attended the Intercommunity School in Zurich, the European School and the International School in Brussels, and having graduated from the American International School of Zurich (prior to Dr. Carber’s teaching stint there).  Known for her well-established class management skills over the past two years, her hula-hoop skills were also on display when the Dynamite Diamonds performed their circus acts for the school assembly.  She has degrees in General Education and Psychology, speaks French and German fluently, in addition to some Spanish and Italian.  Parents, please note that class assignments for Grades 2, 2/3, and 3 for next academic year will be posted on the information bulletin board outside Room 4 effective today. 

2. CELEBRATING STUDENT SUCCESS:  Representing the first ISM student to attend the California State Science Fair, 6th grader Mariah Heller traveled last week (May 24 – 25) to Los Angeles and the California Science Center.  Her first place success at the junior division (Grades 6-8) of the Monterey County Science Fair held in March qualified her for attendance at the state competition.  Mariah’s winning project was a replication of an Iraqi battery first built over 2000 years ago.  For her efforts, she received a certificate of achievement last week for presenting in the electricity and electronics category, which is noteworthy as there were over 950 participants from throughout the state in attendance.  Her father, Michael Heller, commented that it was simply “awesome to see all the incredible projects” on display.  We are extremely proud of Mariah’s accomplishments and encourage all of you to take a moment to congratulate her personally!

3. COMINGS AND GOINGS:  As is typical for any international school, our student population is always going to be “in flux” as students relocate domestically or internationally.  We wanted to take a moment to say “Adios” to departing students 2nd grader Maya Mueller whose family is moving to Washington, D.C. and 4th grader J.B. and his brother, 6th grader Jeffrey Lock who are packing their bags for southern California.  Their last day will be this Friday, June 4th so be sure to wish them well!  Fellow 4th grader Kodiak Sauer will be completing this academic year, but will be “hanging ten” in Hawaii next school year.  We thank each of these students for contributing to ISM during your years here; we wish you the very best as you transition to your new schools!  In addition, several students started their summer vacations early (unfortunately ISM loses $30 per day in lost daily attendance funding) --1st grader Robin Myers jetted off to Denmark on Saturday to spend a month with her relatives while 2nd grader Young Eun Shim departed last week with her mother for Korea.  Both students will be returning with gusto next year!
4. SPRING SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR:  Since opening on Thursday evening, sales at the Scholastic Book Fair have already exceeded $2000!  That is amazing considering it will continue to be open throughout this week and during Saturday’s International Festival.  This may be our biggest moneymaker for the library yet.  A trio of coordinators, including Janice Barker, John Nahas, and Yvette Satchell, are due tremendous thanks for organizing and hosting this well-received Fair.  During the school day, hours of operation will be from 7:30 – 8:15 a.m., 11:45 – 1:15 p.m., and 2:15 – 3:45 p.m. and volunteers will be on hand to assist with purchases. Reminder:  Students, please, turn in your library books in the collection box in the office.  All books are due prior to the last day of school.
5. SPRING MUSIC CONCERT:  Congratulations to all ISM students who performed so enthusiastically at last Tuesday’s Music Concert and to Mr. Bill Gee and Ms. Lucik Aprahamian for their leadership on behalf of ISM’s Band, Orchestra Ensemble, and music instruction.  Many attendees commented that the performance was particularly heartfelt given the climate at so many public schools, which have eliminated music instruction as a non-essential budget expenditure.  We are proud to offer music – together with art, drama, and P.E. – as elements of our core curriculum at ISM and will continue to ensure adequate funding of these critical subject areas!  Thank you to all who attended the concert and together showed support of music at ISM.  A special thank you to Erik Fritz for serving as our audio / visual support for the evening installing a color camera and microphones prior to the concert.  John and Lourdes Nahas also coordinated refreshments for the evening and deserve thanks!
6. hot lunch program:  
· The “Last Friday of the Month” meal program, sponsored by the Special Event committee and offered by parents Janice Barker and John Nahas, will conclude with this Friday’s (June 4th) Pizza lunch for $5.00.  If you have not yet ordered your child’s lunch, complete an order envelope, which are still available on the info credenza outside the office and return in your child’s folder by tomorrow Wednesday, June 2nd.  Thanks to Janice and John for taking the initiative with this program and making it a reality this year!  Discussions are underway to continue the program next year with the last Friday lunch cost remaining at $5.00 for fundraising purposes.

· TRIAL WEEK FOR DAILY HOT LUNCH PROGRAM:  Speaking of initiative, parent Lisa Wichael-Loomis has coordinated a daily hot lunch program for next year at an estimated cost of $2.50 per meal.   As a trial for the full hot lunch program, we will be serving lunch everyday during the last week of school.  The menu line-up is: Monday, June 7th: Chicken or bean tostada bowl; Tuesday, June 8th: Ham and cheese melt (vegetarian option available); Wednesday, June 9th: Chili and corn bread; Thursday, June 10th: Baked potato bar with sour cream, chives, cheese, salsa, and butter.  On Friday, June 11th a free hot dog barbecue will be offered to the entire school!  Each daily meal will include a fresh fruit / vegetable, a yogurt, and a drink.  Please sign up using forms distributed last week and return in your child’s folder by Friday, June 4th.  Adequate support of the daily hot lunch program is needed to ensure that it is fiscally viable to offer, so if interested in this lunch option for next year, indicate your interest by completing and returning a registration form along with payment to ISM by Friday’s deadline.  Direct inquiries to the office or Lisa Wichael-Loomis at ravnmerc@93940@aol.com.

7. INFORMATIONAL MEETING FOR RISING 6TH AND 7TH GRADERS:  ISM staff, including Executive Director Chrissie Jahn, Curriculum Coordinator and Grade 3 instructor Dr. Steve Carber, Grade 7 instructor Sandy Shephard, and Grade 4 instructor Sally Burns, will be hosting an informational meeting on Tuesday, June 8th at 6:30 p.m. in the ISM library for all rising 6th and 7th grade students and their parents. They will be providing an overview of ISM’s curriculum plans for the middle school years in order to achieve success encompassing both International Primary curriculum learning targets as well as California state standards.  This will be a great opportunity to become familiar with our unique curriculum as well as to ask additional questions.  It is anticipated that the meeting will last no longer than an hour.  We are hopeful that all 6th and 7th grade families will take time to be attend this meeting. [Please note that Grade 6 instructor Marc Landrum will not be in attendance at this meeting as he is still in China.]
8. Field Day is Coming Soon:  ISM is hosting its second annual Field Day on Friday, June 11th from 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. as a last hoorah for a great school year.  This year’s event will once again take place on the fields and blacktops that surround ISM.  For this fun-filled day, we have planned over 35 different activities in which the children can participate.  Some of our activities include “The Gold Rush”, “The Magic Wall”, “Paper Run”, and the ever-popular “Musical Water Buckets”!  We do still need help and lots of it!  If you can help with this memorable send-off event, please complete and return the form from Mrs. Pegher / Mrs. West by Wednesday, June 2nd.  We really appreciate your help in making this a fun day that our students at ISM will never forget!  Yours in fun and fitness for kids, Mrs. Pegher and Mrs. West, ISM’s Physical Education Teachers.
9. ISM SUMMER CAMP:  ISM will be hosting a theme-based summer camp for five weeks this coming summer coordinated by parent Lisa Wichael-Loomis.  Lisa is a licensed day-care provider and has been operating a home-based business for the past four years.  She also worked for several years as a child-care attendant in a local facility providing care to children aged one month to four year olds.  She has earned Early Childhood Education units as well as an A.A. degree in medical coding.  The cost per week of camp is $110 per student, which includes all activities, snacks, and a weekly Friday barbeque.  To date, response from the ISM community has been light.  As all camps require a minimum of 15 to “go”, be sure to register now for one of the following: June 14th – 18th Movie Week in which participants will learn what is involved in making their own movie plus a trip to see Disney’s Around the World in 80 Days; June 21st – 25th Art Smart Week; August 2nd – 6th Kidlympics Week; August 9th – 13th Circus Week; and August 16th – 20th Grossology Week.  Program hours are Monday to Friday from 8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.  Return completed registrations in your child’s folder along with payment to Lisa Wichael-Loomis by Friday, June 4th.  Please note that refunds will be issued for any sessions with insufficient enrollment.  Contact Lisa at 658-0267 for further information.

10. ISM SUMMER AND FALL CAMPING TRIPS / UPDATE:  Trip coordinators Tim Jensen and Joan Parrish prepared a reservation form for summer camping trips which was distributed last week.  If interested in any summer trips, please submit payment to Tim Jensen.  Here’s just a quick overview, once again: 
· Friday, June 11th – Sunday, June 13th:  Plaskett Creek Campground: $13 per family for two nights prepaid by Tuesday, June 1st.
· Friday, July 23rd – Sunday July 25th: Santa Lucia Campground in Big Sur; 
· Friday, August 6th – Sunday, August 8th:  Fort Hunter Liggett Hacienda: $48.33 per family per night.  Payment deadline is Tuesday, June 15th.
· Friday, September 24th – Sunday, September 26th: return to Santa Lucia Campground in Big Sur; 
· Pigeon Point Lighthouse Hostel:  Cancelled
· Direct camping trip questions to Joan Parrish at 649-5644 or Tim Jensen at tjensen@mprpd.org.

11. BACK TO SCHOOL PICNIC:  Mark your calendars for an “end-of-summer / back-to-school / get-to-know-each-other” picnic at Carmel River State Beach on Saturday, August 21st at 11:00 a.m.  until we exhaust ourselves!  Bring a potluck dish to share, your own utensils, plates, napkins, and drinks and naturally all the fun stuff for the beach.  Anyone interested in bringing a portable gas or hibachi grill is definitely encourage to do so, so we can roast hot dogs and marshmallows!  RSVP to Cynthia Duvall at cynthiaduvall01@aol.com.  We will be sending out a reminder email as time gets closer, but plan on reserving the day now!
12. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:

· BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION:  Thank you to all who contributed Box Top labels in the recent classroom competition that ended last Friday.  At this morning’s assembly, Coordinator Lisa Seva’aetasi announced the winning class – for their efforts, Ms. Diamond’s Grade 1/2 class with 235 will be enjoying a refreshing ice cream party in the next week.  Ms. Touryan’s 1st graders were close on their heels with 215 contributions.  Keep it up and continue to collect tops over the summer as the next submission date is in October and we will be holding another classroom competition prior to that.  The program does generate earnings as we just received a check in the amount of $166.07 reflecting Box Tops submitted prior to March 31st.  The next check will be issued in mid-December following the October deadline.

· 2nd ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL – 
· EVENT DETAILS:  Incredibly, the Second Annual International Festival is this coming Saturday, June 5th from 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.!  Hundreds of visitors are expected to stop by and enjoy this admission free event – complete with informative and clever country booths, a culturally rich entertainment line-up including the Cachagua Playboys, fun-filled game booths, and, of course, food!  Newly added this year will be the Passport to Adventure Passports, in addition to a limited supply of Passport to the World Masks, both available for purchase at the ticket booth for $3.00 each!  Purchasers can then get their “passport picture” taken and travel to each country booth to get their passport stamped with exotic country stamps and stickers.  Pass the word along to your family, friends, neighbors, and colleagues to attend this unique school carnival.  We hope to generate close to $10,000 from this special fundraising event!
· VOLUNTEER SUPPORT: Excitement is high as this event represents a fantastic end-of-year celebration and showcase for ISM, its students, and curriculum.  The success of the festival, however, is dependent on a high degree of volunteerism and at this writing, ISM community members have shown “wonderful support”, comments Volunteer Coordinator Leora Sanchez.  Room parents have been diligently calling and signing up parents for the over 100 volunteer positions needed for the day.  More help is still needed, so please sign up at the table located outside the office, or contact Leora Sanchez directly at 444-8979.  For those who have already signed up, we would also ask that you also confirm your volunteer assignment with Leora by Thursday so that an accurate accounting of volunteers can be determined. Room Parents are also asked to submit their individual sign-up logs to her for the same purpose.  As a courtesy and to answer any last minute questions, Leora will be conducting reminder calls late Friday afternoon and evening to all volunteers registered to help.  For Saturday morning, please plan on finding street parking around the campus – the limited parking restriction for the day will be lifted – and register your arrival with either Event co-coordinators Ellen Gaucher and Sam Alladeen or with Volunteer Coordinator Leora Sanchez.  If possible, plan on wearing an ethnic costume or outfit to the event.  Thanks for your help and have a great time! 

· EVENT COORDINATORS:  In addition to the coordinators listed above, the folks listed below have contributed countless hours in support of the International Festival.  We thank them greatly! They are: Country Booths coordinator: Cynthia Duvall; Entertainment coordinator: John Nahas; Food coordinator: Christopher Forczyk; Games coordinator: Lisa Wichael-Loomis; International Café co-coordinators: Galia Baron and Joan Ivey; International Market co-coordinators Monique Sanchez and Ash Vasanji; Marketing coordinator: Cassady and Scott Evers; Signage / Décor coordinator: Wendy Bluhm; and Site coordinator: John Ivey.  

· 50/50 DRAWING:  At minimum, $2,500 is up for grabs at the International Festival, however there is no limit to the number of tickets that can be sold!  The 50/50 tickets are available for $5.00 each and have been distributed to each ISM family.  At this writing, approximately half of the tickets have been sold, so we are well on our way!  Tickets will also be available for sale during the Festival, so we are hopeful that we will not only reach the $2500 mark, but also exceed it as optimistic last-minute purchasers push the pot upward!  The winning recipient will split the proceeds with ISM and previous winners have garnered between $2780 - $3000.  Please plan on returning both sold (with cash or checks made payable to “ISM Foundation”) and unsold ticket stubs by Thursday, June 3rd.  Contact Treasurer Carrie Miles at clmiles33@aol.com for more information or to request additional tickets.

FOR POSTING AT HOME

	JUNE 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	TUES, JUN 1ST – 
SAT, JUN 5TH
	SPRING SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR

OPEN DAILY FROM 7:30 – 8:15 AM, 11:45 AM – 1:15 PM 
& 2:15 – 3:45 PM
	SEE AT LEFT

	THURS, JUN 3RD 

FRI, JUN 4TH
	deadline to return 50/50 tickets


DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR ISM SUMMER CAMPS
	

	FRI, JUN 4TH 
	LAST “FRIDAY OF THE MONTH” HOT LUNCH

deadline to sign up for trial hot lunch program
	

	SAT, JUN 5TH 
	international festival
	11 AM – 3 PM

	MON, JUN 7TH –

THURS, JUN 10TH 
	TRIAL DAILY HOT LUNCH PROGRAM
	

	TUES, JUN 8TH 
	INFORMATIONAL MEETING FOR rising 6TH & 7TH GRADE students and parents
	6:30 PM, 
ISM LIBRARY

	FRI, JUN 11TH 
	FIELD DAY / LUNCH BBQ / LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

END OF 4TH QUARTER
	11:30 – 2:30

	MON, JUN 14TH -
TUES, JUN 22ND 

WED, JUN 23RD – AUG 6TH
	Admin office open

Admin office CLOSED
	9 AM – 3 PM

----------------------

	AUGUST 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, AUG 2ND 

MON, AUG 16TH
	ADMIN STAFF RETURNS

TEACHERS RETURN / ORIENTATION & TRAINING
	

	MON, AUG 23RD
	PARENT ORIENTATION & OPEN HOUSE
	6:30 PM

	SAT, AUG 21ST 
	BACK TO SCHOOL GET TOGETHER PICNIC AT
CARMEL RIVER STATE BEACH
	11 AM - ?

	WED, AUG 25TH 
	FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
	8 AM – 3 PM
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