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Weekly News Brief

Monday, May 3, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning May 3, 2004!  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!  Thank you!

1. STAR TESTING THIS WEEK:  Just a reminder that Grades 2 – 6 will be taking part in mandatory STAR (Standardized Testing and Reporting) exams this week as per the timetable distributed last week.  We would ask that parents of Kindergartners and 1st graders discuss this with their children and encourage them to be respectful as they move about the campus, especially during the morning testing period.  Parents of 2nd – 6th graders should keep in mind schedules that will allow youngsters to get much-needed sleep and healthy nutrition throughout the week.  Once again, we have scheduled a morning break each day for students to catch their breath, stretch, and refresh with nourishing snacks.  We are asking that parents from each grade coordinate to provide healthy refreshments, e.g., fruits, veggies, muffins, water, and juices, for approximately 88 students for each test day according to the following schedule:  Grade 3 on Tuesday (5/4), Grade 4 on Wednesday (5/5), Grade 5 on Thursday (5/6), and Grade 6 on Friday (5/7).  The break time varies according to the day, so we suggest having food donations at ISM by 8:30 a.m. each morning.  Make-up testing for students who were not at school this week will be conducted next week. 

2. CELEBRATING STUDENT SUCCESS:  
· Representing ISM and Monterey County at this weekend’s 2004 History Day in California State Finals in Sacramento was the fifth grade team of Lily Burns, Garrett Cry, Erik Ruediger, and Joseph Russo!  Their project entitled “Exploring the Monterey Bay Canyon” took 2nd place in competition at MPC in March, which then qualified them for this State competition for 4th – 12th graders.  They worked fervently over the weeks further strengthening their project.  Their diligence was rewarded as Team Burns / Cry / Ruediger / Russo joined six other teams – out of 25 total -- that made it to the finals in the Poster Division (4th – 5th grade).  Three other competing teams took home the finalist medals, however we are extremely proud of Lily’s, Garrett’s, Erik’s, and Joe’s efforts!  It has been a remarkable journey and hopefully other ISM students are fired up to participate next year!

· We overlooked announcing that 6th grader Cameron Rodda successfully competed last weekend in the Timed 5K event of the Big Sur International Marathon.  His winning time of 22 minutes, 44 seconds earned him a 2nd place standing among his peers in the Male 9-11 year old category.  Cameron also competed in this same event last year and place 5th overall.  Congratulations Cameron on your running accomplishments!

3. SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF:  This week we would like to highlight our new 6th grade instructor for 2004-05, Mr. Marc Landrum.  He will be coming to Monterey from the Xiamen International School in Xiamen, People’s Republic of China where he has served as a Grade 5 and Grades 5-6 elementary teacher since August 2000 gaining valuable experience teaching an IB (International Baccalaureate) - PYP (Primary Years Program)) curriculum.   Having been educated in San Francisco and employed in various California school districts previous to Xiamen, Mr. Landrum is excited to join ISM to further strengthen our academically challenging program.  His education includes a B.A. in History from the San Francisco State University and a Multiple Subject Credential with a specialization in Cross Cultural Language Acquisition and Development from the New College of California.  He, along with his wife Amphone, also has experience implementing an afterschool program, which could be instrumental in ISM developing its own culturally-rich and academically-appropriate program.  Marc and Amphone are returning to the U.S. with their infant daughter, Alexis, and will be arriving in Monterey around August 1st.  Please keep them in mind if you know of anyone who is selling furniture, a used car, or moving out of a two bedroom place in the $1100 - $1200 price range. 

4. FINAL ISM CLASS MEETING:  The last parent meeting designed to further enhance the communication process here at ISM will be held this week on Wednesday, May 5th in the ISM Library.  Two meetings for Grades 2 & 3 and Grades Kindergarten & 1 took place last week, which yielded great discussions and information exchange.  Wednesday’s meeting for Grades 4, 5 & 6 will begin promptly at 5:30 p.m.  Plan to attend to learn more about the ISM Board’s Development Committee funding and spending models as well as how all of the pieces of the fundraising puzzle fit together.

5. INTERNATIONAL CAFÉ CANCELLED:  With all the other Special Events on the May line-up (See Calendar below), the International Café has been CANCELLED for Friday, May 7th. As this is a worthy fundraising event for Heifer International, a non-profit which helps to break the cycle of poverty among families in the Third World by offering sustainability through gifts of live stock, the International Café will most definitely be on the docket for next academic year.

6. SPECIAL GUEST AUTHOR, ARTIST & PUBLISHER: We are fortunate to have Elizabeth Murray, a local author, artist, and publisher, visiting our school next week to share her most recently published book entitled Nantu and Auju: How the Moon and the Potoo Bird Came to Be.  Written in Achuar, Spanish, and English, this tri-lingual book introduces its readers to the never-before-written myth of the Achuar Indian people native to Ecuador.  It features beautiful illustrations created by the children from a village in the Ecuadorian rain forest.  Ms. Murray will visit ISM’s Library on Monday, May 10th between 9:00 -10:45 a.m. and per the schedule below, ISM students from all classes will have the opportunity to hear her read her story and talk about the origins of the book.  The May 10th visit schedule incorporates weekly class library times as well as Spanish: Grades 4, and 5/6:  9 - 9:30 a.m.; Grades 1 and 3: 9:45 -10:15 a.m.; Grades K, 1/2 & 2: 10:15 -10:45 a.m.  Nantu and Auju: How the Moon and the Potoo Bird Came to Be will be available for sale on this day as well as by special order.  Contact Marie Butcher at 649-1033 to order your copy! 

7. DANCING THRU THE DECADES / FAMILY DANCE PARTY:  Get out your dancing shoes!  Remember the Hustle?  How about the Cabbage Patch or Electric Slide?  Well, now is your time to relive those crazy dances from our youth.  P.E. teachers, Mrs. Pegher and Mrs. West, will be leading a "Dancing Through the Decades" Family Dance night on Friday evening, May 21st from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.  Please bring the entire family and join us for a fabulous free night of fun!

8. REVISED ISM SCHOOL BOARD MEETING DATE:  Please note that the ISM Board will meet on Wednesday, May 26th at 7:00 p.m. for their May meeting.  Parents are welcome to join them!

9. FUTURE OF MARTIAL ARTS AT ISM:  Mr. Michael Bailey, provider of Bailey Martial Arts, distributed an interest survey last week to both current and prospective participants of his program.  As he and his family are moving back to Iowa this summer, he is hoping to continue offering this valuable afterschool offering on our campus.  He has invited a colleague, Master Dan Rogers, to come to Monterey next school year to take over the martial arts classes.  Master Rogers is a fourth degree black belt from Iowa State University and has practiced martial arts with Mr. Bailey for ten years.  In order to accurately evaluate community interest in continuing Tae-Kwon-do at ISM, Mr. Bailey is requesting that all students who will be seven or older in the fall, complete an interest survey and return it directly to his classroom.  Only if enough community members register their interest will this continue to be an ongoing program under the new leadership of Mr. Rogers.  So, stop by and fill out a survey!  Contact mbailey@ismonterey.org for more information.


10. SPRING CONCERT:  ISM’s band and orchestra students under the direction of Mr. Bill Gee, ISM’s Instrumental Music instructor, will be shining in the spotlight on Thursday, May 27th during our Spring Concert event.  Also featured will be Kindergarten – 6th graders performing choral selections arranged by Music teacher Lucik Aprahamian.  This once-a-year recital affords students the opportunity to perform in public – for family, friends, and relatives – what they have been practicing over the course of the year.  We are looking forward to a musically-rich evening of entertainment filled with many photos ops.
11. SPRING SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR:  Kicking off the same night will be our annual Spring Scholastic Book Fair featuring a “Treasure Hunt” theme.  Be on the look-out, matey, for an event flyer with all the “rich” details in the days to come.  Don’t miss out…..it could be costly! 
12. ISM SUMMER AND FALL CAMPING TRIPS:  Trip coordinators Tim Jensen and Joan Parrish have already been busy organizing a full schedule of weekend camping trips taking place this summer and fall.  If camping is on your wish list of activities, take advantage of these fun-filled opportunities: 
· Friday, June 11th – Sunday, June 13th:  Plaskett Creek Campground – camping is limited to the first ten families at a cost of $13/family for the two nights.  If there are fewer families participating, the cost will increase nominally.  Payment deadline is Tuesday, June 1st to Tim Jensen.
· Friday, July 23rd – Sunday July 25th: Santa Lucia Campground in Big Sur; 
· Friday, August 6th – Sunday, August 8th:  Fort Hunter Liggett Hacienda – camping is also limited to the first six families at a cost of $48.33/night.  Accommodations include six beds, plenty of rooms for sleeping bags, full kitchen and living room, large pool.  Activities may include a visit to the San Antonio  Mission and a special trip to the Salinian Painted Cave.  Payment deadline is Tuesday, June 15th.
· Friday, September 24th – Sunday, September 26th: return to Santa Lucia Campground in Big Sur; 
· Still be finalized, a visit to the Pigeon Point Lighthouse Hostel in October.  Space again is limited to 6-10 families.  More information on all these camping trips will be included in upcoming news briefs.  Direct inquiries to Joan Parrish at 649-5644 or Tim Jensen at tjensen@mprpd.org. 


13. SECOND ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL:  Five weeks and counting!  It’s very exciting as this is an amazingly fun event featuring game booths, country booths, a myriad of tantalizing food booths, an expanded entertainment line-up from last year, possibly including the Cachagua Playboys, and an opportunity once again to dunk your favorite – or not so favorite – staff or board member in the wet and wild dunk tank!  Newly added this year is the International Café hosted by parent Joan Ivey and her nephew Kyle, and parent Galia Baron where visitors may experience coffees and newspapers from around the world.  If interested in contributing to the café, still needed are café tables and chairs, coffee cups, napkins, and other coffee-related supplies.  For complete event information, contact Ellen Gaucher at elgaucher@sbcglobal.net or Sam Alladeen at lsalladeen@sbcglobal.net.

14. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:


A. REVISED FOUNDATION BOARD MEETING DATE:  Please note that the Foundation Board members will meet on Tuesday, May 11th at 6:00 p.m. for their May meeting. 


B.  ISM LOGO CLOTHING:  We still have some ISM children’s logo clothing on hand, specifically polo shirts, sweatshirts, fleece jackets and vests.  Order forms are available on the front information table across from the copy room.

FOR POSTING AT HOME

	MAY 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, MAY 3RD  - 
FRI, MAY 7TH 
	STAR TESTING FOR 2ND – 6TH GRADES
	PER SCHEDULE

	MON, MAY 3RD 
	yearbook orders due
	

	WED, MAY 5TH 
	Grades 4, 5 & 6 class meeting
	5:30 PM

	FRI, MAY 7TH
	INTERNATIONAL café – CANCELLED!
	

	MON, MAY 10TH
	VISIT BY AUTHOR ELIZABETH MURRAY 
	PER SCHEDULE

	TUES, MAY 11TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
	6:00 PM

	WED, MAY 12TH – 
FRI, MAY 14TH 
	1ST GRADERS ATTEND WEB OF LIFE SCIENCE CAMP
	

	SAT, MAY 15TH 
	may site work day – final one of the year!
	9:30 AM – 1 PM

	FRI, MAY 21ST 
	“DANCIN’ THRU THE DECADES” FAMILY DANCE PARTY
	6 – 7:30 PM

	WED, MAY 26
	LAST DAY OF AFTERSCHOOL CHESS PROGRAM

ISM SCHOOL BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
	3:45 – 4:45 PM

7:00 PM

	THURS, MAY 27TH 

THURS, MAY 27TH – 
SAT, JUN 5TH
	SPRING SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

SPRING MUSIC concert
	SEE FLYER

6:30 PM

	MON, MAY 31ST 
	MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY
	NO SCHOOL!

	JUNE 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	SAT, JUN 5TH 
	international festival
	11 AM – 3 PM

	FRI, JUN 11TH 
	FIELD DAY / LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

END OF 4TH QUARTER
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