[image: image1.wmf]
Weekly News Brief

Monday, April 26, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning April 26, 2004!  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!  Thank you!

1. FROM ISM SCHOOL BOARD – UPDATE ON STATE OF THE SCHOOL: The gala has come and gone, the foundation has finished the accounting, and presented the school board with a check for $50,000.  What a successful event!  Pledges from board members and parents have also been steadily coming in.  Every bit helps, so we gratefully thank you!  How has this impacted our financial situation?  In our last week's board meeting, our financial statements showed that we had our first positive quarter!  For this entire year, with no additional income, we project an operating deficit of $98,000. The Foundation still has a few events scheduled, such as the International Festival on June 5th (see Item #11 below) and there are grant applications pending and new ones being written.  Monies from these revenue streams and our intent to breakeven for the coming quarter will help to further reduce this operating deficit.
Plan to attend at least one of the parent meetings this week and next (see Item #3 below) where Chrissie will share the ISM Board’s Development Committee funding and spending models as well as how all of the pieces of the fundraising puzzle fit together.


2. SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF: Since its inception, ISM has been incredibly fortunate to have highly qualified instructors providing part-time instruction in the areas of Art, Drama, Music, and P.E. This year’s line-up has certainly been stellar, not only in their respective classroom instruction, but also in their valuable feedback and committed approach to ISM overall.  This week we would like to highlight our up-and-coming 7th grade instructor for 2004-05, Ms. Sandy Shephard, who has exposed our students to an integrated, creative, and exciting arts program this year. Sandy came to us most recently from the GATE (Gifted and Talented) program at MPUSD, during which time she worked on (and has now completed) her Masters in Education.  She has been teaching with an emphasis on gifted education since 1981 all over the U.S. (Ohio, Idaho, New Jersey) and was a Fulbright Scholar to Japan in 1998 (Tokyo, Kyoto, and Osaka).  We are very excited and feel fortunate to have access to Sandy’s experience, energy, and creativity full-time next year

3. ISM CLASS MEETINGS BEGIN THIS WEEK:  Parent meetings designed to further enhance the communication process ongoing at ISM and to evaluate our collective progress will begin this week with the meeting slated for this Wednesday, April 28th for Grades 2 and 3, and this Thursday, April 29th for Grades K and 1.  The final meeting for Grades 4, 5, and 6 will take place on Wednesday, May 5th.  All meetings will begin promptly at 5:30 p.m.  Please plan on attending and contributing your useful feedback.

4. ISM WINNER AT 5K FUNDRAISER:  For the third consecutive year, ISM emerged victorious in its participation in the Big Sur Schools 5K event held yesterday!  The day donned bright, beautiful, warm and just perfect to take part in an early morning 5K walk/race.  When ISM’s name was announced as second place winner in the “Highest number of Participants in Schools with 249 or less” category, our youngsters eagerly stepped up to the stage to accept and pose with the $750 oversize check.  The actual check is forwarded to us in the coming weeks.  We were only 3 participants shy of the 1st place winning school, so it is a realistic goal once again for next year.  Thank you to all of you who contributed to this winning outcome; we hope you enjoyed your participation yesterday and look forward to being a part of the team in 2005!

5. STAR TEST SCHEDULE FOR MAY 3RD – 7TH:  ISM’S STAR (Standardized Testing and Reporting) window is slated for next week with 2nd through 6th graders participating in daily morning testing.  To help your child(ren) be fully prepared, we are including the test schedule so that you can better answer their questions and allay concerns.  As indicated on the schedule, the CST (CA Standardized Tests) in Language Arts and Mathematics are not timed, while the CAT/6 in Reading and Language Arts, Spelling, and Mathematics are timed tests.  [To differentiate the CAT/6 from the CST,  the former is designed to allow for comparison of California students to those across the nation.]  A required break for all students is built into the daily schedule.  We are asking that parents from each grade coordinate to provide healthy refreshments, e.g., fruits, veggies, muffins, water, and juices, for each day of the testing according to the following schedule: Grade 2 on Monday (5/3), Grade 3 on Tuesday (5/4), Grade 4 on Wednesday (5/5), Grade 5 on Thursday (5/6), and Grade 6 on Friday (5/7).  The break time varies according to the day, so we suggest having food donations at ISM by 8:30 a.m. each morning.  Throughout next week, Spanish 3 for Grades 4-6 will not be taking place.  Resource classes will also be affected.  Contact us at 647-1010 for further questions.

6. ISM BOARD APPROVES CALENDAR: the ISM Board officially approved the 2004-05 school calendar --representing 180 instructional days -- last Thursday at their monthly meeting.  Please take this calendar into consideration when planning your family vacations for next school year, keeping in mind that student absences / vacations directly affect our state funding at $30/student/day.

7. CORRECTION TO LAST WEEK’S NEWS BRIEF:  The Lewerk family, including 3rd grader Martin Lewerk and 2nd grader Moira Lewerk, will be at ISM through Friday, May 7th, not Friday, April 30th as mentioned last week.  They will then be relocating to Connecticut.

8. YEARBOOK ORDERS SOLICITED:   The editors of ISM’s yearbook are an organized crew and are already soliciting orders for the 2003-04 yearbook, which will be due by Monday, May 3rd!  Designed to be a 40-page, all color memory book of this academic year, the yearbook will be offered for sale at $20 per book and advanced orders are required.  As no extra yearbooks will be ordered, this will be your only chance to reserve copies.  Yearbook staff is planning on distributing the yearbook during the last week of school.  Look for order forms and response envelopes in your child’s folder today.  Please return them promptly to your child’s teacher.  Contact Janice Barker (384-5524) or Kym Shenton (649-8224 or kshenton@gwdi.com) with any questions. 


9. PHYSICAL FITNESS TESTING:  Last week in P.E., under the leadership of P.E. instructor Beth West and volunteer instructor Carmi Pegher, we began our required fitness testing of all students at ISM.   Our primary testing objective will be to provide the student, teachers, and parents with personal information regarding each student’s current level of fitness.  Aerobic capacity, body composition, and muscular strength, endurance, and flexibility will be assessed via individual tests including the PACER run, Skinfold measurements, Curl –ups, Trunk Lift, Push-ups, and Shoulder Stretch.  The major emphasis when testing our K-3 students is on enjoyment and proper technique, rather than on performance level.  Grade 4-6 students have certain criteria that they are encouraged to achieve in order to fall within the Healthy Fitness Zone standards.  Physical fitness tests in the past have emphasized the attainment of high levels of performance on components of fitness.  Although achieving these levels of performance is admirable, they are not necessary to accomplish the objectives associated with good health and improved function.  We suggest, therefore, that it is important for children to have adequate levels of activity and fitness on a daily basis.  In the future, students will choose areas of interest that they want to emphasize and where they want to strive for excellence.  Some students decide to make such an effort in Art, Music or Drama; others, for example, athletes, will give high priority to physical activity and fitness.  Recognizing this, we want to encourage all youngsters to choose a level of activity and fitness associated with excellent health, growth and function that they can pursue for the rest of their lives.
10. ISM SUMMER AND FALL CAMPING TRIPS:  Trip coordinators Tim Jensen and Joan Parrish have already been busy organizing a full schedule of weekend camping trips taking place this summer and fall.  If camping is on your wish list of activities, take advantage of these fun-filled opportunities: 
· Friday, June 11th – Sunday, June 13th:  Plaskett Creek Campground – camping is limited to the first ten families at a cost of $13/family for the two nights.  If there are fewer families participating, the cost will increase nominally.  Payment deadline is Tuesday, June 1st to Tim Jensen.
· Friday, July 23rd – Sunday July 25th: Santa Lucia Campground in Big Sur; 
· Friday, August 6th – Sunday, August 8th:  Fort Hunter Liggett Hacienda – camping is also limited to the first six families at a cost of $48.33/night.  Accommodations include six beds, plenty of rooms for sleeping bags, full kitchen and living room, large pool.  Activities may include a visit to the San Antonio  Mission and a special trip to the Salinian Painted Cave.  Payment deadline is Tuesday, June 15th.
· Friday, September 24th – Sunday, September 26th: return to Santa Lucia Campground in Big Sur; 
· Still be finalized, a visit to the Pigeon Point Lighthouse Hostel in October.  Space again is limited to 6-10 families.  More information on all these camping trips will be included in upcoming news briefs.  Direct inquiries to Joan Parrish at 649-5644 or Tim Jensen at tjensen@mprpd.org. 

11. SECOND ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL: With only six weeks until the International Festival, excitement is rising as event organizers Ellen Gaucher (elgaucher@sbcglobal.net, 394-1395) and Sam Alladeen (lsalladeen@sbcglobal.net, 392-1211) begin to finalize plans for this fun-filled day.  Assisting them in their efforts are Cynthia Duvall as Country Booth chair, John Nahas as Entertainment chair, Leora Sanchez as Event Volunteers chair, and Monique Sanchez & Ash Vasanji returning as International Market Place co-chairs.  Last year’s First Annual International Festival netted over $9000 for ISM and exemplified how a dedicated group of parents and community volunteers can pull together in record time to create a well-organized and enjoyable event that truly reflected ISM, its curriculum, students, staff, and parents.  Cynthia Duvall wanted to mention that we now have a Japan booth slated for the event and volunteers with experience or backgrounds related to Japan are encouraged to help with this booth.  Do your part once again to make this an event to remember!  To unwind after the day’s activities, Stuart & Yvette Satchell are planning on having a celebration shin-ding for all event volunteers at their home in Monterey (not Pebble Beach as printed last week) following the Festival!  More details to follow.

12. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:
A. WORLD NEIGHBORHOOD GALA:  A final accounting of the proceeds from the March benefit has netted a notable $52,000 -- $50,000 of which was presented to the ISM Board for school financing while $2000 was retained for upcoming special event funding!  That is an incredible figure for ISM’s inaugural effort at Gala fundraising and one that we can all take responsibility for helping to achieve.  Noteworthy thanks again go to event organizers Laura Alladeen and Carrie Miles as well as the amazing volunteers whose coordinated efforts contributed to this successful outcome!


B. FIRST EVER “LADIES ONLY” SUNDAY BRUNCH & FASHION SHOW:  Ladies, mark your calendars for Sunday, May 2nd from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00  p.m.  for a special brunch and fashion show event taking place in ISM’s multi-use room, complete with door prizes!  Participants will be treated to a fashion show featuring the Weekenders clothing line, Cookie Lee jewelry, Mary Kay Cosmetics, and Tastefully S*I*M*P*L*E food treats.  Contributing vendors will donate 20-25 percent of all sales to ISM.  Please RSVP directly to Laura Alladeen at 392-1211 or lsalladeen@sbcglobal.net no later than Thursday, April 29th.  So, ladies, step away from your daily home and work responsibilities and take a few hours to indulge yourself in a few hours of informal fun!  Refer to event flyer distributed today for more information. 


C. REVISED FOUNDATION BOARD MEETING DATE:  Please note that the Foundation Board members will meet on Tuesday, May 11th at 6:00 p.m. for their May meeting.  

FOR POSTING AT HOME

	APRIL 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, APR 26TH
	YOGA PROGRAM CANCELLED 
	3:30 – 4:15 PM

	MON, APR 26TH  - 
FRI, MAY 14TH 
	BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION CLASSROOM CONTEST
	

	WED, APR 28TH 
	Grades 2 & 3 class meeting
	5:30 PM

	WED, APR 28TH  - 
THURS, APRI 29TH
	Grade 5/6 fieldtrip to lawrence livermore lab / oakland, ca
	DEP 6:30 AM ON 4/28; RET 5-6 PM ON 4/29

	THURS, APRI 29TH
	KINDERGARTEN & GRADE 1 class meeting
	5:30 PM

	FRI, APR 30TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY / APRIL HOT LUNCH: NACHOS 

deadline to submit country booth plans
	

	MAY 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	SUN, MAY 2nd 
	“ladies only” sunday brunch & fashion show
(ISM Multi-use room)
	11 AM – 1 PM

	MON, MAY 3RD  - 
FRI, MAY 7TH 
	STAR TESTING FOR 2ND – 6TH GRADES
	PER SCHEDULE

	MON, MAY 3RD 
	yearbook orders due
	

	WED, MAY 5TH 
	Grades 4, 5 & 6 class meeting
	5:30 PM

	FRI, MAY 7TH
	INTERNATIONAL café BENEFITTING HEIFER 
PROJECT, SPONSORED BY GRADE 1
	LUNCH TIME

	TUES, MAY 11TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
	6:00 PM

	WED, MAY 12TH – 
FRI, MAY 14TH 
	1ST GRADERS ATTEND WEB OF LIFE SCIENCE CAMP
	

	THURS, MAY 13TH 
	ISM SCHOOL BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
	7:00 PM

	WED, MAY 26
	LAST DAY OF AFTERSCHOOL CHESS PROGRAM
	3:45 – 4:45 PM

	THURS, MAY 27TH 

THURS, MAY 27TH – 
SAT, JUN 5TH
	SPRING concert

SPRING SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR
	6:30 PM



	JUNE 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	SAT, JUN 5TH 
	international festival
	11 AM – 3 PM

	FRI, JUN 11TH 
	FIELD DAY / LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
	


International School of Monterey   P.O. Box 711, Monterey, CA 93942-0711

Tel:  (831) 647-1010     Fax: (831) 649-5471

