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Weekly News Brief

Monday, April 19, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning April 19, 2004!  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!  Thank you!

1. Classroom Teacher Assignments for 2004-05 School Year: At the Thursday, March 11th Board meeting, the ISM Board approved the following teacher assignments for the coming school year.  After having signed contracts, we are very excited about the addition of the highly qualified new personnel as well as the return of most of our current competent ISM teaching stars.  Next year’s line-up includes: 

· Kindergarten - Ms. Kim Reimer; 

· 1st Grade – Ms. Chantel Touryan; 

· 2nd Grade – Ms. Sandrine Diamond; 

· 2nd/3rd Grade multi-age class – Mr. Tod Spedding;

· 3rd Grade – The team of Dr. Steve Carber (60%) & returning after a year absence in Mexico, 
Mr. Michael Dvorak (40%);

· 4th Grade – Mrs. Beth West, our energetic PE substitute this year;

· 5th Grade – Ms. Sally Burns;

· 6th Grade – Mr. Marc Landrum, coming to us from Xiamen International School, P.R. China;

· 7th Grade – Mrs. Sandy Shephard, our creative Art teacher this year.
2. ISM WELCOMES NEW THIRD GRADER:  Despite the lateness of the year, Harrison Tregenza, a longtime member of ISM’s waiting list, was eager to respond to the “come join our school” call placed prior to our break and will be joining his new third grade classmates today.  He comes to us from Foothill Elementary and already knows several students in his new class.  We also welcome his mother, Helaine Tregenza, his father, Patrick Tregenza, and step-mother, Diane Gsell, to our ISM community.  We applaud their already enthusiastic support of ISM and invite all of you to help make their transition a smooth one. Harrison’s addition to Dr. Carber’s class comes just two weeks prior to the departure of fellow classmate Martin Lewerk whose family, including 2nd grader Moira Lewerk, will be relocating to Connecticut.  Their last day will be Friday, April 30th.


3. TENTATIVE 2004-05 CALENDAR:  We have included with this news brief the tentative 2004-05 school calendar which is pending approval at this Thursday, April 22nd ISM Board meeting.  Important changes to note related to this schedule are as follows: the first day of school is slated for Wednesday, August 25th, not after Labor Day as has been the case previously, the Fall Break has been extended to one full week October 11 – 15th, Winter Break increased by one day to include Monday, January 3rd, 2005, and Spring Break will offer a needed respite one week earlier than this year’s calendar.


4. BIG SUR SCHOOLS 5K THIS WEEKEND:  Envision the moment – 104 members of the ISM community having successfully overcome an early 7:50 a.m. Sunday morning arrival time, strode with confidence in the Big Sur 5K and crossed the finish line with smiles on their faces then cheer in unison when ISM’s name is called as a winning participating school.  It’s more than feasible, as we have done so for the prior two years in a row!  This Friday, April 23rd, all registered participants will receive a goodie bag provided by the Big Sur Marathon organization as well as an “I am proud to be a 5K participant” event button created by Janice Barker.  Plan on arriving at the Carmel Crossroads by 7:30 a.m. to allow enough time to park and assemble at the race starting line by 7:50 a.m.  Reminder:  this is primarily a walking event; so feel confident in yours and your child’s ability to complete the event.  Yu Chuen, father of 1st grader Charlotte, will be tackling the full marathon, so we are looking forward to supporting his efforts as well this Sunday.  Contact Lisa Burns at 647-1010 or lburns@ismonterey with additional questions.

5. EARTH DAY CELEBRATIONS ALL WEEK:  To honor the importance and relevance of Earth Day, Instructional Aide Danae LaBrie and P.E. instructor Beth West have teamed up to design earth-relevant projects throughout this week.  All ISM students will be participating in and benefiting from the activities, such as making a Small Planet Pledge, talking about waste, recycling, and composting during lunch, viewing and discussing The Lorax, decorating recycle bins and enjoying a culminating assembly Friday afternoon.  Earth-friendly options abound and we hope to make our students aware of their personal responsibility daily to act in responsible ways that benefit their local community and planet.

6. ISM CLASS MEETINGS:  Reminder:  Back by popular demand, we will be holding parent meetings by class primarily to evaluate our progress and to further strengthen the communication process ongoing here at ISM.  The schedule for these meetings is as follows: Wednesday, April 28th (for Grades 2 & 3), Thursday, April 29th (for Grades K & 1), and Wednesday, May 5th (for Grades 4, 5 & 6).  All meetings will commence at 5:30 p.m.  Please plan on attending!

7. YEARBOOK PICTURES FOR “NEW” STUDENTS:  Preparations for this year’s yearbook are well underway!  Yearbook volunteer Leora Sanchez will be taking individual yearbook photos on Tuesday, April 20th at 8:30 a.m. of all students who joined ISM after last fall’s official photo session by Rich Ehrlich Photography.  Smiling for the cameras on Tuesday will be: Kindergartner Hyesun Jun, 1st Graders Robin Myers and Amaranta Perez, 2nd graders Adam Colon, Maya Mueller, Young Eun Shim, newcomer Harrison Tregenza, and 4th graders Iljin and Sohee Cho, Victoria Hutchins, Hyemin Jun, and 
Da Eun Shim.  We encourage students to look their best for these photos.
6. 4th SESSION OF CHESS KICKS OFF THIS WEEK:  The final 6-week session of after school chess for the 2003-04 school year will begin this Wednesday, April 21st and continue through Wednesday, May 26th.  The program is offered for one hour from 3:45 – 4:45 p.m.  The cost is $60, and for each registration, ISM receives a 15 percent donation.  Please make checks payable to “ISM” and forward registration form and payment to Lisa Burns in the admin office.
7. OUTSIDE SUPPORT SERVICES:  For parents interested in exploring the various learning support options available locally, we are providing the following information:

· AlphaAbacus Learning Center by Rachel Phillips, MA:  Rachel currently provides onsite assistance at $35/hour for students needing additional reading, comprehension, writing, and math support.  She also operates out of her Carmel office.  She can be reached at 625-6053. 
· LindaMood-Bell Learning Processes:  You are invited to join them for a special Open House this coming Wednesday, April 21st at 7:00 p.m. at the Lindamood-Bell Learning Center at 262 El Dorado St., Suite 200.  Presenters will discuss the causes and solutions for learning problems, including the symptoms of dyslexia, autism, and attention deficit disorder.  RSVP to 372-5753.
· Math*Ability Program Saturdays at ISM: Refer to Item #6 in the April 5th news brief.
· Sylvan Learning Center:  This organization providing complete skills assessment as well as supplemental learning instruction is currently offering a Confident Youth Scholarship at its Pacific Grove location only for families who might otherwise not be able to afford its services.  Scholarship packets will be available in the ISM admin office or call 373-4696 for more information.
· Beth West:  Also available to provide math assistance is ISM’s own P.E. instructor.  Contact her directly at 647-1010 (M, T, Th, & F) or via travlnteach_99@hotmail.com.
8. ISM FUN CLUB ACTIVITIES:  For clarification, all people who are affiliated with ISM are considered Fun Club members.  Our fun-filled activities are open to everyone and participation encourages and promotes a greater sense of community within ISM. 
· ISM Book Club:  ISM Literary Lovers and a few others met this past Sunday at the home of Esther Hobbs for a discussion of Like Water For Chocolate; a great dialogue of love, chocolate, and magical realism ensued.  Special thanks to Sally Stock for providing the group with great napkins.  Our next book will be Fear and Trembling by Amelie Nothomb.  This selection is described by O, The Oprah Magazine as “ingenious….with great delicacy, Nothomb updates the age-old divide between East and West in this delectable little book.”  Meeting date yet to be determined.
· ISM Movie Fun Nights:  We will soon be starting Friday Night Family Movie Nights. Watch for details as they are planned.  Anyone interested in helping to organize these or other Fun Club events, please contact Esther Hobbs at: esther_m_hobbs@hotmail.com
9. ISM SUMMER AND FALL CAMPING TRIPS:  Trip coordinators Tim Jensen and Joan Parrish have already been busy organizing a full schedule of weekend camping trips taking place this summer and fall.  If camping is on your wish list of activities, take advantage of these fun-filled opportunities: 
· Friday, June 11th – Sunday, June 13th:  Plaskett Creek Campground – camping is limited to the first ten families at a cost of $13/family for the two nights.  If there are fewer families participating, the cost will increase nominally.  Payment deadline is Tuesday, June 1st to Tim Jensen.
· Friday, July 23rd – Sunday July 25th: Santa Lucia Campground in Big Sur; 
· Friday, August 6th – Sunday, August 8th:  Fort Hunter Liggett Hacienda – camping is also limited to the first six families at a cost of $48.33/night.  Accommodations include six beds, plenty of rooms for sleeping bags, full kitchen and living room, large pool.  Activities may include a visit to the San Antonio  Mission and a special trip to the Salinian Painted Cave.  Payment deadline is Tuesday, June 15th.
· Friday, September 24th – Sunday, September 26th: return to Santa Lucia Campground in Big Sur; 
· Still be finalized, a visit to the Pigeon Point Lighthouse Hostel in October.  Space again is limited to 6-10 families.  More information on all these camping trips will be included in upcoming news briefs.  Direct inquiries to Joan Parrish at 649-5644 or Tim Jensen at tjensen@mprpd.org. 

8. SECOND ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL: With only seven weeks until the International Festival, an exciting one-day celebration of ISM’s creativity and diversity, event organizers Ellen Gaucher (elgaucher@sbcglobal.net, 394-1395) and Sam Alladeen (lsalladeen@sbcglobal.net, 392-1211) are continuing their logistically-challenging planning.  Assisting them in their efforts are Cynthia Duvall as Country Booth chair, John Nahas as Entertainment chair, Leora Sanchez as Event Volunteers chair, and Monique Sanchez & Ash Vasanji returning as International Market Place co-chairs.  Thank you all for your willingness to help!  On to business: Cynthia requests that any parents interested in organizing a country booth for the Festival submit a booth plan no later than Friday, April 30th; forward ideas directly to Cynthia at Cynthiaduvall01@aol.com. Already on the “itinerary” are Brazil, the British Isles, China, India, Lebanon, and Mexico.  Also planned for the event is an International Coffee House for which organizers are requesting donations of small tables, chairs, and umbrellas to complete the desired sidewalk café atmosphere.  Two additional volunteers savvy in Polaroid or digital picture taking are needed to take “passport” photos of youth participants.  If available to help in either of these areas, please contact Cynthia, Ellen, or Sam.  Last year’s First Annual International Festival netted over $9000 for ISM and exemplified how a dedicated group of parents and community volunteers can pull together in record time to create a well-organized and enjoyable event that truly reflected ISM, its curriculum, students, staff, and parents.  Do your part to once again make this an event to remember!  To unwind after the day’s activities, Stuart & Yvette Satchell are planning on having a celebration shin-ding for all event volunteers at their home in Pebble Beach following the Festival!  More details to follow.

9. EXPERIENCE HANDS-ON TECHNOLOGY FUN THIS SUMMER:  Week-long, day and overnight, technology camps for beginning to advanced level participants ages 7 – 17 will be offered this summer at UC Santa Cruz, Santa Clara University, and Stanford University.  Students will produce digital movies, create video games, design websites, learn programming and robotics, and much more.  Class sizes are small with an average of six students per instructor and one computer per student.  Visit www.internalDrive.com or call 1-888-709-TECH for further details.


10. JUAN SANCHEZ ENSEMBLE:  Performer Juan Sanchez has graciously decided to make available to ISM copies of his latest CD entitled “Hijos del la Tierra” (Children of the Earth).  The CD can be purchased from the office for $17 -- $5 of which Juan will donate to ISM.  Check out the beautiful display case designed by Lisa Kline featuring Juan’s CD’s.  We encourage you to visit www.juanlsanchez.com to hear song samples or for more information about the Juan Sanchez Ensemble and their other CDs.

11. FOR POSTING AT HOME

	APRIL 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, APR 19TH - 
FRI, APR 23RD
	ISM CELEBRATES EARTH WEEK
	

	TUES, APR 20th 
	MAKE-UP YEARBOOK PHOTOS FOR NEW STUDENTS
	8:30 AM (Multiuse Room)

	TUES, APR 20TH  - 
FRI, MAY 14TH 
	BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION CLASSROOM CONTEST
	

	WED, APR 21 – MAY 26
	SESSION #4 AFTERSCHOOL CHESS
	3:45 – 4:45 PM

	THURS, APR 22ND  
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MONTHLY MEETING


ISM SCHOOL BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	FRI, APR 23RD 

SUN, APR 25TH 
	5K GOODIE BAGS DISTRIBUTED

SCHOOLS 5K / CARMEL CROSSROADS
	7:50 AM SHARP

	WED, APR 28TH 
	Grades 2 & 3 class meeting
	5:30 PM

	THURS, APRI 29TH
	KINDERGARTEN & GRADE 1 class meeting
	5:30 PM

	FRI, APR 30TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY / APRIL HOT LUNCH: NACHOS 

deadline to submit country booth plans
	

	MAY 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, MAY 3RD  - 
FRI, MAY 7TH 
	STAR TESTING FOR 2ND – 6TH GRADES
	PER SCHEDULE

	WED, MAY 5TH 
	Grades 4, 5 & 6 class meeting
	5:30 PM

	FRI, MAY 7TH
	INTERNATIONAL café BENEFITTING HEIFER 
PROJECT, SPONSORED BY GRADE 1
	LUNCH TIME

	WED, MAY 12TH – 
FRI, MAY 14TH 
	1ST GRADERS ATTEND WEB OF LIFE SCIENCE CAMP
	

	THURS, MAY 13TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MONTHLY MEETING


ISM SCHOOL BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	THURS, MAY 27TH 

THURS, MAY 27TH – 
SAT, JUN 5TH
	SPRING concert

SPRING SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR
	6:30 PM



	JUNE 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	SAT, JUN 5TH 
	international festival
	11 AM – 3 PM

	FRI, JUN 11TH 
	FIELD DAY / LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
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