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Weekly News Brief

Monday, April 5, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning April 5, 2004!  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!  Thank you!

1. EARLY WISHES FOR AN ENJOYABLE HOLIDAY:  Happily, Spring Break is coming up next week, April 12th – 16th!  In advance of the holiday, the ISM staff and faculty send our wishes for a wonderful and restful break to all of our students and families.  Whether you are traveling the globe or exploring Monterey County, stay safe and we will see you back at school on Monday, April 19th! 


2. STUDENT / PARENT / TEACHER CONFERENCES:  Throughout this week, classroom instructors will be scheduling student/parent/teacher conferences to give parents the opportunity to discuss their children’s academic progress to date.  Please refer to conference schedules posted outside each teacher’s classroom to sign up for a session day and time.  If interested in also meeting with one or more of our specialist Art, Drama, Music, Instructional Music, or P.E. instructors during this week, please contact them directly via their ISM email; each address is composed of a first initial and last name followed by @ismonterey.org.  As these instructors are not on campus daily, please also forward a copy of the email to Lisa Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org.  


3. ISM CLASS MEETINGS:  Back by popular demand, we will hold parent meetings by class primarily to evaluate our progress and further strengthen the communication process here at ISM.  We will hold three meetings, Wednesday, April 28th (for Grades 2 & 3), Thursday, April 29th (for Grades K & 1), and Wednesday, May 5th (for grades 4 – 6) all at 5:30 p.m.  Please plan on attending!

4. INTERESTED IN HELPING DIRECT TRAFFIC?  Volunteers are needed to help implement the afternoon pick-up process between 3:00 – 3:15 p.m.  The new process was originally conceived and pitched by concerned parents in order to improve traffic flow and safety in the Monroe Street parking lot.  We are now hoping to organize parent support for the procedure in order to free up administrative staff currently “manning the gate” each afternoon.  Contact either Ellen Gaucher at elgaucher@sbcglobal.net or Lisa Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org to indicate your availability.  Thanks so much!

5. LET’S GO TO THE LIBRARY!  Apparently many ISM students have said those words since March 15th when the ISM Library / Media Center officially opened.  In just two weeks time, our students have checked out nearly 600 books, to include 377 fiction, 104 science, 43 geography/history/biography, 27 each of folk tales and sport/dance, 4 each in philosophy/psychology and poetry, 6 religion, and 1 reference title.  On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays when Library Chairperson Elinda Hardy is on campus for the full day, it is not uncommon for students to enthusiastically head off to the Library on their own during morning or lunch recess to seek quiet refuge in the library’s over 2400 titles.  Thank you to parent volunteers Bonnie Barcinas, Laurie deVera, Pam Hopkins, John Nahas, and Stuart Satchell who have supported the library by being trained on the Follett circulation software and/or who assist with reshelving books.  More help is always needed, so if interested, please contact Elinda at elindah@yahoo.com.  A Spring Scholastic Book Fair to benefit the Library is currently being planned for late May; stay tuned for more information.


6. MATH*ABILITY OFFERED AT ISM:  This program has been offered here for children of the Monterey community, with a specific time set up just for ISM students (9:00 – 9:30 a.m. every Saturday) in our multi-use room.  This math program emphasizes mastering basic arithmetic skills through self-paced, individualized math sheets.  It is designed as a supplemental math program.  A special group rate for our students has been negotiated which covers program participation through September 2004.  If interested in registering your child(ren) for this program, or you would like more information, please call Michael Greene of MATH*Ability at 484 9148.

7. ISM CHORUS PERFORMS AT M.I.I.S. INTERNATIONAL BAZAAR:  Congratulations again to 6th grader Nathan Elsensohn for creating the winning “chicken and globe” design chosen for the 2004 M.I.I.S. International Bazaar t-shirt.  He was honored at this weekend’s event with a plaque and t-shirts for all his family members.  Immediately following Nathan’s award presentation, 15 members of the much-celebrated “ISM Traveling Chorus” performed “International State of Mind” to an assembled crowd of several hundred.  Staff overheard M.I.I.S. students at the event as saying that our delightful and talented students may well be “the highlight of the day”; we certainly thought so!  Thank you again to the participating students and their families for supporting their involvement and helping to further strengthen ISM bonds with MIIS and the community at large.

8. BOWLING TRIP FOR GRADES 3 – 6:  Reminder: ISM’s P.E. instructor Beth West has organized an afternoon of bowling for students in Grades 3 – 6 for Tuesday, April 6th from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the Monterey Lanes, 2161 Fremont Avenue.  Those youngsters who submitted signed permission slips and $8.25 prior to Friday will have the opportunity to practice the skills learned in P.E. in an actual bowling alley environment!  Those not participating will remain at ISM and will participate in regular activities.

9. SPRING BREAK CLASSES – APRIL 12 - 16:  
· Lyceum Classes:  The Lyceum of Monterey County is pleased to offer the following half-day classes for 2nd – 5th graders: (1) Down on the Farm at the Serendipity Farm’s Love Apple Ranch, an organic ranch in Carmel Valley, from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.  The class fee is $90; (2) Kinetic Sculpture offered by Michael Duffy at the Monterey Museum of Art from 1-4 p.m. for a cost of $80.  Registrations accepted at the Lyceum on a first-come, first serve basis.  Contact them at 372-6098 for more info.
· Yday Camp: For Kindergarten – 5th graders: Offered daily from 7:30 a.m. – 6 p.m. at the YMCA’s Lake El Estero location, this day camp will be a fun-filled environment with a variety of arts and crafts, group games, and field trips.  The cost is $135 per week for YMCA Members and $175 per week for non-members.  Register in advance at the YMCA office (600 Camino El Estero, 373-4167).  Spaces are limited.


10. UPCOMING SPRING AND SUMMER FUN CLUB ACTIVITIES:  After a winter hiatus, the Fun Club is re-emerging with a line-up of spring and summer activities.  Despite her insistence that she is not the Fun Club organizer, Esther Hobbs has strapped on her coordinator boots to offer the following:

· Spring Party:  Join other Fun Group members for a Spring Party on Friday, April 9th at 3:15 p.m. at Larkin Park adjacent to ISM.  Creativeness will abound as adults and children alike will dye eggs to celebrate the season.  Please bring your own eggs , dye, and accessories.  Snacks will be provided.

· Fun Club Book Club: Not a moment too soon…..we have scheduled our next Book Club meeting to discuss Like Water for Chocolate for Sunday, April 18th at 1:00 p.m. at the home of Esther & Taylor Hobbs and Daniel Weinstein, 1065 West Franklin Street in Monterey.  Bring your comments, opinions, and ideas for our next book selection, and refreshments to share.  If you have not yet started the book, or finished it, now is your chance to read, read, read your upcoming Spring Break away!  Contact Esther at esther_m_hobbs@hotmail.com for more information.
· ISM Community Camping Trips:  Trip coordinator Joan Parrish has been busy organizing a full schedule of weekend camping trips this summer and fall.  Here’s the list for fun-filled opportunities: Friday, June 11th – Sunday, June 13th:  Plaskett Creek Campground; Friday, July 23rd – Sunday July 25th: Santa Lucia Campground in Big Sur; Friday, August 6th – Sunday, August 8th:  Fort Hunter Liggett Hacienda; Friday, September 24th – Sunday, September 26th: return to Santa Lucia Campground in Big Sur; and still be finalized, a visit to the Pigeon Point Lighthouse Hostel in October.  More information on these camping trips will be included in upcoming news briefs.  Direct inquiries to Joan Parrish at sparrish@miis.edu or 649-5644.
11. AFTERSCHOOL CHESS PROGRAM – SESSION #4:  The final 6-week session of after school chess for the 2003-04 school year will begin Wednesday, April 21 – Wednesday, May 26.  Each class runs for one hour, 3:45 – 4:45 p.m., the cost is $60, and ISM receives a 15 percent donation.  Please make checks payable to ISM and forward to Lisa Burns in the admin office.

12. BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION:  The final Box Tops for Education classroom competition will begin after the break on Tuesday, April 20th – Friday, May 14th.  The winning class that collects the most box tops will be rewarded with an ice cream party on the last Friday in May!  So, save up and submit tops to individual classroom receptacles during this period.  Our new Box Tops coordinator is Lisa Seva’aetasi and she is available at 899-6918 for more information or to help.

13. INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL PREPARATIONS: With only eight weeks until the ISM Foundation-sponsored International Festival, an exciting one-day celebration of ISM’s creativity and diversity, event planning is moving into high gear!  Ellen Gaucher (elgaucher@sbcglobal.net, 394-1395) and Sam Alladeen (lsalladeen@sbcglobal.net, 392-1211) are serving as overall Event Coordinators.  They would like to thank Cynthia Duvall, 1st grader Chloe Estes’ mom for heading the Country Booth committee and to John Nahas, 2nd grader Anthony Nahas’ father, for chairing the entertainment committee.  Cynthia is still recruiting interested parents to host a country booth for the event, in particular Japan, and to help with existing booths. To date, we already have booths representing Brazil, the British Isles, China, India, Lebanon, and Mexico on the line-up. Please also refer any exciting internationally related entertainment ideas to John Nahas for possible inclusion in the event.  As mentioned last week, committee heads for the International Market Place and Event Volunteers are still needed, so please express your interest in helping to either Ellen or Sam.  Last year’s event was organized in less than six weeks and with phenomenal support from the ISM community and DLI volunteers, it raised over $9000 for our school.  Attendees praised the event for offering a fun, carnival-like environment as well as learning opportunities as they took a mini around-the-world tour at our nine country booths.

14. SUMMER PROGRAM AT MONTEREY’S COOPER-MOLERA ADOBE:  The program is entitled "Los Ninos de Monterey Viejo", a living history experience for children entering 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th grades in which the  Cooper-Molera Adobe is transformed into the first half of the nineteenth century.   The Children's program, for children entering 3rd and 4th grades, will be offered Session #1: July 5-9, 2004 and Session #2: July 12-16, 2004 from 8:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.   The Juniors' Program for entering 5th and 6th graders will be offered Session #1: June 21st - 25th and Session #2: June 28th - July 2nd.  The cost per session is $125 per student, which includes a materials fee, snacks, and a membership in the Old Monterey Preservation Society.  For more information, please call Registrar Fran Tarr at 372-4819.

15. JUAN SANCHEZ ENSEMBLE:  For those of you who may have missed Juan Sanchez’s concert last week at CSUMB, he is graciously making available copies of his latest CD entitled “Hijos del la Tierra” (Children of the Earth) dedicated “to all of the world’s farmworkers”.  Recorded entirely at CSUMB’s Music and Performing Arts Institute, the CD can be purchased from the office for $17 -- $5 of which Juan will donate to ISM.  Juan is described as a bilingual singer, songwriter, educator, and recording artist and we are happy to have him as a long-time supporter of ISM!  We encourage you to visit www.juanlsanchez.com to hear song samples or for more information about the Juan Sanchez Ensemble and their other CDs.

FOR POSTING AT HOME

	APRIL 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, APR 5TH – 
FRI, APR 9TH 
	STUDENT / PARENT / TEACHER CONFERENCES
	PER SCHEDULE

	TUES, APR 6TH 
	bowling trip for grades 3-6
	12:30 – 2:30 PM

	FRI, APR 9TH 
	fun club spring party, larkin park
	3:15 PM

	MON, APR 12TH - 
FRI, APR 16TH 
	SPRING BREAK

· YDAY CAMP @ the Ymca

· Lyceum classes: down on the farm

· Lyceum classes: KINETIC SCULPTURE
	7:30 AM – 6 PM

10 AM – NOON

1 – 4 PM

	SUN, APR 18TH 
	Book club meeting at hobbs residence
	1:00 PM

	MON, APR 19TH - 
FRI, APR 23RD
	ISM CELEBRATES EARTH WEEK
	

	TUES, APR 20TH  - 
FRI, MAY 14TH 
	BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION CLASSROOM CONTEST
	

	WED, APR 21 – MAY 26
	SESSION #4 AFTERSCHOOL CHESS
	3:45 – 4:45 PM

	THURS, APR 22ND  
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MONTHLY MEETING


ISM SCHOOL BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	SUN, APR 25TH 
	SCHOOLS 5K / CARMEL CROSSROADS
	7:50 AM SHARP

	WED, APR 28TH 
	Grades 2 & 3 class meeting
	5:30 PM

	THURS, APRI 29TH
	KINDERGARTEN & GRADE 1 class meeting
	5:30 PM

	FRI, APR 30TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY

APRIL HOT LUNCH: NACHOS 
	

	MAY 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, MAY 3RD  - 
FRI, MAY 7TH 
	STAR TESTING FOR 2ND – 6TH GRADES
	PER SCHEDULE

	WED, MAY 5TH 
	Grades 4, 5 & 6 class meeting
	5:30 PM

	FRI, MAY 7TH
	INTERNATIONAL café BENEFITTING HEIFER 
PROJECT, SPONSORED BY GRADE 1
	LUNCH TIME

	WED, MAY 12TH – 
FRI, MAY 14TH 
	1ST GRADERS ATTEND WEB OF LIFE SCIENCE CAMP
	

	THURS, MAY 13TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MONTHLY MEETING


ISM SCHOOL BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	THURS, MAY 27TH 
	SPRING ARTS PROGRAM
	6:30 PM

	JUNE 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	SAT, JUN 5TH 
	international festival
	11 AM – 3 PM
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