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Weekly News Brief

Monday, March 29, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning March 29, 2004!  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!  Thank you!

1. ISM STUDENTS PERFORM AT CA CHARTERS SCHOOL CONFERENCE:  31 students accompanied by 15 chaperones departed ISM yesterday afternoon destined for our state capital and a first—of-its-kind performance at the 11th annual California Charter Schools Conference.  After four hours on the school bus, the group arrived at the hotel with one destination in mind: the cool waters of the hotel pool – which achieved not only the goal of cooling down overheated youngsters, but tiring them out for an early bedtime.  Sporting specially designed t-shirts, created just for today’s performance, and uniform pants or skirts, members of the “ISM Traveling Chorus” performed at 9:00 a.m. this morning before hundreds of attendees at the conference honoring “Achieving Greatness”.  The conference line-up of speakers and activities was designed to be inspirational – to keep the passion and “fire” behind the charter school movement “lit”.  Our youngsters’ presentation of “International State of Mind”, an original composition by Grade 1/2 instructor, Sandrine Diamond, certainly was exciting and inspirational.  The response from the 1400 attendees was wonderful as the students received enthusiastic applause and really jump-started the conference day!  Following the performance, the students further served as “ISM Ambassadors” at an ISM exhibit booth displaying a variety of framed artwork and information about our unique charter school – only one of two schools in North America utilizing the International Primary Curriculum (IPC).  The IPC organization is one of the Gold Member sponsors at the Sacramento conference and generously invited and funded our students’ participation. We applaud the following members of the “ISM Traveling Chorus” and their chaperones: Chaperone John Burnett, 3rd grader Alex Burnett, 6th grader Roland Sanchez, 5th grader Joe Russo, Chaperone Darrin Sorenson, 3rd grader Sophy Sorenson, Chaperone Torsten Jahn, 4th grader Conor Jahn, and 2nd grader Nicolette Jahn, Chaperone Patrizia DiLucchio, 4th graders Robin Trumble, Nicholas Evans, and Kodiak Sauer, Chaperone Andy Troia, 3rd graders Sanka Troia, and Tanya Kocek, Chaperone Michael Heller and 6th grader Mariah Heller, Chaperones Paul Bence and Gina Thoeni, and Kindergartners Benjamin and Georgia Bence, Chaperone Frank Sarubbi, and 6th graders Francesca Sarubbi and Kirsten Casado, Chaperone Lisa Wichael-Loomis and 3rd grader Raven Compagno, Chaperone Marie Butcher and 2nd grader Suraya Essi, Chaperone Elinda Hardy and 1st graders John Buttrey, Cameron Mann, and Nicky Isaac, Staffer Lisa Kline and 4th graders Elana Kline and Hyemin Jun, Chaperone Elena Dobrokhodova and 5th graders Anna Dobrokhodova, Ellie Beckett, and Lily Burns, Chaperone Michelle Cry, 2nd grader Shannon Cry and Kindergartner Camilla Diamond, and Chaperone Monique Sanchez with 1st grader Alia Vasanji, and 4th grader Maile Murphy.  Thank you to all of you for your contributions to the success of today’s performance!

2. SCHOOLS 5K RUN & FUNDRAISER:  104 amazing ISM’ers registered for the “Schools 5K Fundraiser” on Sunday, April 25th at the Carmel Crossroads.  Willing to brave the early hour (as the event begins promptly at 7:50 a.m. sharp), these folks responded to the call to actively participate in an inspiring event and to help the ISM team compete for $1000 in prize money– representing a first place win for our participation as a percentage of our enrollment.  If you missed the deadline to participate, you can still help by collecting pledge money on behalf of a 5K registrant.  Contact Lisa Burns for more information.  Thank you to all of you who signed up; we guarantee a fun-filled experience!

3. ASSIGNED STAFF PARKING / REVISED PICK-UP PROCEDURE FOR ISM PARKING LOT:  Per parent request to improve safety and traffic flow, the afternoon pick-up procedure was revised and implemented last Wednesday.  So far the feedback has been positive, especially for parents needing to make a quick and efficient stop at school to pick up their children.  The closure of the lower playground until after 3:15 p.m. has generated less support; however, this decision was again made to ensure the effectiveness of the pick-up time period.  The upper Larkin Park playground is open during this time; and after 3:15 p.m., the lower play area will then be accessible again.  If you decide to park your car on Monroe or Seeno / Watson Streets and collect your child(ren) “per foot”, please make contact with your child’s teacher before departing.  It is a hectic time and we, as a staff, want to ensure the safety of all of our students.  As a reminder, pick-up times are between 3:01 – 3:15 p.m.  Please also note that staff has reserved (and assigned) parking spaces in the Monroe Street parking lot from the link fence to the trashcans.  Please respect these spaces accordingly, especially in the morning.  If spaces are available at day’s end, feel free to park in them.  In addition, our revised afternoon pick-up procedure requires the full attention of classroom teachers, so please make arrangements to discuss school-related topics after all children have been collected.  Thanks so much!

4. MPC SPONSORS PLANETARY AND LUNAR VIEWING:  As published this weekend in The Monterey County Herald, we are fortunate to have a unique alignment currently of the planets Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn which will make them more easily visible in the night sky over the next several months.  To give you an informed jump start to your planetary viewing, join folks from the Monterey Peninsula College Astronomy Department who will be hosting an informed viewing tonight and tomorrow night from 7:00 – 10:00 p.m. at the new Library Plaza.  The event is weather dependent.  Call 646-4295 to confirm event will be offered.

5. CULMINATING EVENT TO GRADE 2’S “LONG AGO AND FAR AWAY UNIT”:  On Wednesday, March 31st, Mr. Spedding’s 2nd graders will host a Roundtable discussion for former Larkin Elementary School students and staff in Room 5 at 10:00 a.m.  Guests will include Old Town Neighborhood Association representatives (and supporters of ISM) Colleen Sullivan and MaryAnn Finocchi, former student, Frank Mercurio, and Pansy Belleci  and Mary Ann Kane who are sure to have wonderful memories of Larkin.  We invite any and all interested ISM community members to join us for this trip down memory lane.  Please feel free to bring other family members who may have their own memories to share of this campus, long a fixture here on “Spaghetti Hill”.  Contact Tod Spedding at tspedding@ismonterey.org for more details.

6. M.I.I.S. INTERNATIONAL BAZAAR:  6th grader Nathan Elsensohn’s “chicken and globe” design was selected as the winning design for the t-shirt contest for the upcoming International Bazaar being held this coming Saturday, April 3rd.  Second and third place winners were Kindergartner Dominique Seva’aetasi and 1st grader Marcello Miccoli.  All three students were honored at last Tuesday’s assembly and won “goodie bags” from M.I.I.S.  Nathan, his brother Eric, and their parents Elizabeth and Robert will be presented with event t-shirts at the bazaar at 1:30 p.m. and the “ISM Traveling Chorus” has also been invited to perform.  All ISM community members are encouraged to stop by this entertaining event highlighting M.I.I.S’s cultural richness; both the t-shirt contest and the International Bazaar are sponsored by the M.I.I.S. Student Council.  Thanks to councilperson Joel Baca for his efforts in organizing the contest and sharing it with our students.

7. BOWLING TRIP FOR GRADES 3 – 6:  ISM’s P.E. instructor Beth West has organized an afternoon of bowling for students in Grades 3 – 6 for Tuesday, April 6th from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the Monterey Lanes, 2161 Fremont Avenue.  The youngsters will have an opportunity to practice the skills learned in P.E. in an actual bowling alley environment!  Mrs. West is forwarding home a permission slip and flyer 

today with fieldtrip details.  The cost will be $8.25 per student that includes two games plus shoe rentals.  

Parents are needed to chaperone as well as to provide transportation.  To register your child, please complete and return the permission slip by Friday, April 2nd via your child’s folder.  Mrs. West can be contacted at 647-1010 (excluding Wednesdays) or by emailing her at travlnteach_99@hotmail.com.  Thank you!

8. LYCEUM SPRING BREAK CLASSES:  ISM’s Spring Break is scheduled for Monday, April 12th – Friday, April 16th.  The Lyceum of Monterey County is pleased to offer the following half-day classes for 2nd – 5th graders: (1) Down on the Farm at the Serendipity Farm’s Love Apple Ranch, an organic ranch in Carmel Valley, from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.  The class fee is $90; (2) Kinetic Sculpture offered by Michael Duffy at the Monterey Museum of Art from 1-4 p.m. for a cost of $80.  Registrations accepted at the Lyceum on a first-come, first serve basis.  Contact them at 372-6098 for more info.

9. INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL PREPARATIONS:  The 2nd annual ISM International Festival is scheduled for Saturday, June 5th from 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Sponsored by the ISM Foundation, it promises to be another exciting one-day celebration of ISM’s creativity and diversity.  This wonderful event is held for ISM families, friends of ISM, as well as the greater Monterey Peninsula community.  The goal for the festival is to raise funds to support the operation of the school and to foster stronger community relationships.  To make this special event successful, we are seeking participation from the ISM community and community-at-large for the following roles: (1) International Market Place Coordinator who will help design the vision for the Market Place, communicate and coordinate needed items, recruit and oversee a sales team, and manage items for sale; (2) Event Volunteer Coordinator who will help determine the number of event volunteers, help to secure the necessary volunteers from ISM as well as other non-profit agencies, MIIS, and the DLI, and coordinate the day’s job assignments; (3) Country Booth Hosts who are needed to host additional country booths for the event.  To date, we already have booths representing Brazil, the British Isles, China, India, Japan, Lebanon, and Mexico on the docket and are looking for several more.  If interested, please contact Cynthia Duvall,  Country Booth Coordinator, at cynthiaduvallo1@aol.com or 384-6122.  Please refer other inquiries regarding this event to either Ellen Gaucher at elgaucher@sbcglobal.net / 394-1395 or Sam Alladeen at lsalladeen@sbcglobal.net / 392-1211.  We are looking forward to your support!

10. UPCOMING SPRING AND SUMMER FUN CLUB ACTIVITIES:  After a winter hiatus, the Fun Club is re-emerging with a line-up of spring and summer activities.  Despite her insistence that she is not the Fun Club organizer, Esther Hobbs has strapped on her coordinator boots to offer the following:

· Spring Party:  Join other Fun Group members for a Spring Party on Friday, April 9th at 3:15 p.m. at Larkin Park adjacent to ISM.  Creativeness will abound as adults and children alike will dye eggs to celebrate the season.  Please bring your own eggs , dye, and accessories.  Snacks will be provided.

· Fun Club Book Club: Not a moment too soon…..we have scheduled our next Book Club meeting to discuss Like Water for Chocolate for Sunday, April 18th at 1:00 p.m. at the home of Esther & Taylor Hobbs and Daniel Weinstein, 1065 West Franklin Street in Monterey.  Bring your comments, opinions, and ideas for our next book selection, and refreshments to share.  If you have not yet started the book, or finished it, now is your chance to read, read, read your upcoming Spring Break away!  Contact Esther at esther_m_hobbs@hotmail.com for more information.

· ISM Community Camping Trips:  Trip coordinator Joan Parrish has been busy organizing a full schedule of weekend camping trips this summer and fall.  Here’s the list for fun-filled opportunities: Friday, June 11th – Sunday, June 13th:  Plaskett Creek Campground; Friday, July 23rd – Sunday July 25th: Santa Lucia Campground in Big Sur; Friday, August 6th – Sunday, August 8th:  Fort Hunter Liggett Hacienda; Friday, September 24th – Sunday, September 26th: return to Santa Lucia Campground in Big Sur; and still be finalized, a visit to the Pigeon Point Lighthouse Hostel in October.  More information on these camping trips will be included in upcoming news briefs.  Direct inquiries to Joan Parrish at sparrish@miis.edu or 649-5644.


FOR POSTING AT HOME

	MARCH 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, MAR 29TH 
	ISM STUDENTS perform AT CA CHARTER SCHOOLS ASSn CONFERENCE 
	9 AM Performance

7 PM Return

	MON, MAR 29TH AND TUES, MAR 30TH 
	MPC ASTRONOMY DEPT. HOSTS PLANETARY & LUNAR VIEWING, NEW LIBRARY PLAZAQ 
	7-10 PM

	TUES, MAR 30TH 
	JUAN SANCHEZ ENSEMBLE CONCERT @ CSUMB
	7:30 PM

	WED, MAR 31ST 
	FORMER LARKIN SCHOOL STUDENT/STAFF ROUNDTABLE
	10:00 AM

	APRIL 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	FRI, APR 2ND 
	END OF QUARTER 3
	

	SAT, APR 3RD
	SATURDAY WORK DAY FOR APRIL

M.I.I.S. International bazaar / chorus perf.
	9:30 AM – 1 PM

1:30 PM

	MON, APR 5TH – 
FRI, APR 9TH 
	STUDENT / PARENT / TEACHER CONFERENCES
	PER SCHEDULE

	TUES, APR 6TH 
	bowling trip for grades 3-6
	12:30 – 2:30 PM

	THURS, APR 8TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MONTHLY MEETING

ISM SCHOOL BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:30 PM

	FRI, APR 9TH 
	fun club spring party, larkin park
	3:15 PM

	MON, APR 12TH - 
FRI, APR 16TH 
	SPRING BREAK
	

	SUN, APR 18TH 
	Book club meeting at hobbs residence
	1:00 PM

	MON, APR 19TH - 
FRI, APR 23RD
	ISM CELEBRATES EARTH WEEK
	

	SUN, APR 25TH 
	SCHOOLS 5K / CARMEL CROSSROADS
	7:50 AM SHARP

	FRI, APR 30TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY

APRIL HOT LUNCH: NACHOS 
	

	MAY 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, MAY 3RD  - 
FRI, MAY 7TH 
	STAR TESTING FOR 2ND – 6TH GRADES
	PER SCHEDULE

	FRI, MAY 7TH
	INTERNATIONAL café BENEFITTING HEIFER 
PROJECT, SPONSORED BY GRADE 1
	LUNCH TIME

	WED, MAY 12TH – 
FRI, MAY 14TH 
	1ST GRADERS ATTEND WEB OF LIFE SCIENCE CAMP
	

	THURS, MAY 27TH 
	SPRING ARTS PROGRAM
	6:30 PM

	JUNE 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	SAT, JUN 5TH 
	international festival
	11 AM – 3 PM
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