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Weekly News Brief

Monday, March 22, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning March 22, 2004!  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!  Thank you!

1. ISM STUDENT CHORUS WOWS GALA ATTENDEES:  A surprise element of Friday night’s successful Gala was the exciting appearance by thirteen members of the “ISM Traveling Chorus”!  After an introduction by Dan Green, KSBW Channel 6 news anchor, Alex Burnett, Shannon Cry, Suraya Essi, Conor and Nicolette Jahn, Hyemin Jun, Elana Kline, Maile Murphy, Roland Sanchez, Kodiak Sauer, Sophy Sorenson, Sanka Troia, and Alia Vasanji strode confidently onto the dance floor of the Pebble Beach Beach and Tennis Club Ballroom.  With great energy, enthusiasm, and mile-wide smiles, these students performed Ms. Diamond’s original composition, “International State of Mind” for the nearly 200 Gala attendees who responded with rousing applause and a standing ovation.  We were extremely proud of all of these students and we especially thank their parents for supporting their participation in this well-received fundraiser (see ISM Foundation Item 10A below.)

2. REMINDER: REVISED PICK-UP PROCEDURE FOR ISM PARKING LOT:  In an effort to improve the safety and flow of traffic through the back parking lot at the end of Monroe Street, beginning Wednesday, March 24th, you will notice cones indicating “No Parking” areas as well as stop lines at both Gate 1, next to lower playground and Gate 2, outside the 5th/6th grade class room.  Kindergarten - 2nd graders can be dropped off and picked up at Gate 1, while 3rd – 6th graders will pass through Gate 2.  For families with both older and younger children, please note that older siblings will report to the younger sibling’s gate.  For further clarity, we have enclosed a map describing the new process with this news brief.  As a reminder, drop-off times are 7:35 – 7:59 a.m. and pick-up times are 3:01 – 3:15 p.m.  An additional important change related to this revised procedure includes the closure of the lower playground area until after 3:15 p.m.  Parents and students are invited to use the upper playground until this time.

3. HOT DIGGITY DOG!  IT’S HOT LUNCH TIME:  This coming Friday, March 26th is the last Friday of the month – which means “Free Dress Day” and “Hot Lunch Day”!  This Friday’s lunch menu features beef and vegetarian hot dogs, fruit salad, chips, and milk for $5.00.  Lunch orders are still being taken until Wednesday, March 24th for parents still interested in ordering.  Please note that orders received after Wednesday will not be accepted, as supplies are purchased based on Wednesday’s head count.  Order envelopes are available on the information credenza across from the copy room.

4. 6th grader competes in monterey County Spelling Bee:  Having emerged victorious in previous rounds conducted last month, 6th grader Kirsten Casado represented ISM at yesterday’s 9th annual Monterey County Spelling Bee held at Hartnell College’s Western Stage Theater.  Sponsored by the Monterey County Office of Education, the event attracts more than 50 middle school students who compete for the opportunity to represent the county at the Scripps Howard National Spelling Bee.  Kirsten is to be congratulated for accurately spelling her way to the fourth round, before being eliminated.  By round nine, only two spellers remained; they then proceeded to battle for 20 more rounds, mastering such words as isophylly, rayonnanet, quodlibet, epexegesis, and gallimaufry.  Christoph Riddle from York School correctly spelled cachexia and patache to win the overall event and became eligible to participate in the National Bee in Washington, D.C. in early June.  Overall, it was very exciting to see Kirsten compete in this event – a first for an ISM 6th grader!  Congratulations to her, her family, and instructor Sally Burns from all of us at ISM!

5. YEARBOOK MEETING TODAY:  Join yearbook coordinators Kym Shenton and Pam Hopkins today at 3:15 p.m. in the ISM Library for a yearbook meeting.  All interested parties are invited to join this meeting, including older students who have desktop publishing or digital photo experience, or simply an enthusiasm to produce a memorable book.  Contact Kym Shenton at kshenton@gwdi.com or Pam Hopkins at hopa_mom@yahoo.com for more information.


6. SCHOOLS 5K RUN & FUNDRAISER:  Wednesday, March 24th is the deadline to collect 5K registration forms for the “Schools 5K Fundraiser” on Sunday, April 25th at the Carmel Crossroads beginning at 7:30 a.m. sharp.  Response to our call for participation has been moderate; however, now that the Gala is over, we are hoping for a more enthusiastic commitment.  We do have a school participation goal of winning $1000 in prize money from the Big Sur organization, so plan to participate!  Our efforts to collect registration forms will move into high gear this week, so be prepared, especially if approached by Lisa Burns, Catherine Hambley, or Mary Welsh.  Look for Mary’s 5K table on the playground, ask your child’s teacher for a form, stop by the office, or email us at lburns@ismonterey.org to request a form (one per individual please).  The registration fee is $25/adult and $15/student payable to the “BSIM”.

7. M.I.I.S. INTERNATIONAL BAZAAR T-SHIRT CONTEST WINNERS ANNOUNCED:  The 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners of the International Bazaar t-shirt contest will be announced at tomorrow’s school-wide assembly.  The 2nd and 3rd place students will be applauded by their schoolmates, while the 1st place winner (and family) will be invited to the April 3rd M.I.I.S. International Bazaar to receive the event t-shirt featuring his/her unique and winning design.  In addition, the bazaar organizers are hoping that the “ISM Traveling Chorus” will be on hand to sing “International State of Mind” for all of the internationally-minded visitors


8. REFLECTIONS ON OUR SPECIAL ISM COMMUNITY: BY INSTRUCTOR SALLY BURNS:  As a teacher, I have recently experienced several examples of what makes ISM great, specifically relating to the hard work of parent volunteers. 

· Many parents work countless hours behind the scenes helping to making ISM what it is.  I cannot let another day go by without expressing my enormous gratitude to those parents.  The first experience was on March 15th when my students and I visited the newly opened ISM Media Center and Library.  It looked great and many of my students were able to check out books.  The hard work of Tina Cordero and Janice Barker, just to name two, was evident.  But the day and kudos belonged to Elinda Hardy who has worked daily for close to three months cataloging and shelving the books.  She also had time to make the library look terrific.  I know she had help from others, but it was her dedication that got the library open.  Always looking for a teaching moment, after visiting the library, my class discussed the enormous time commitment Elinda had made.  We then computed that she had worked close to 620 hours and calculated the value of that time based on California's minimum wage of $6.75 per hour.  Needless to say, it is a substantional contribution!  What a wonderful job and what a wonderful way to help the school.
· The next experience was watching the hard work in support of the International Gala.  I was in a unique observation position since all the silent and live auction goodies were stored next door to my classroom.  I watched as people moved in and out of there for weeks, packaging and cataloging the goodies that members of the ISM community had donated.  All reports indicate that the Gala was a success.  I am not surprised.  Without parents like Sam and Laura Alladeen, Janice Barker, Cynthia Duvall, Dee Dee Meininger, Mary Welsh, Ellen Gaucher, Erin Morita, Carrie Miles, Melinda Leahy, John Nahas, and numerous others, ISM would not be the community that it is.  There are lots of ways to help the school; it does not have to be big and splashy.  Everything counts and everything is appreciated.  Where would I be without Dave Shifflett, working on my computer (almost daily sometimes) to get it up and running.  As a teacher here at ISM I am very thankful to have all these wonderful parents working hard to improve the school that I love not just as a teacher, but as a parent also.  Let me publicly say thank you to all the parents who volunteer, especially the ones I don't know about.  Now let's all work together to make the International Fair and Marketplace as much fun as last year and even more successful.  THANK YOU ALL!

9. ISM STUDENTS TO PERFORM “INTERNATIONAL STATE OF MIND” AT CA CHARTER SCHOOLS CONFERENCE IN SACRAMENTO:  Thank you to the fifteen parent volunteers who have stepped forward to help chaperone our first cross-state trip to Sacramento Sunday, March 28th – Monday, March 29th.  Room assignments have now been made.  We will be forwarding a “Chaperone Performance Standard” form and room assignments to all chaperones by tomorrow.  Transportation for this trip will be by school bus; however, for those chaperones planning on driving personal vehicles to Sacramento, please inform us by Thursday, March 25th so that we can accurately develop a list of bus riders.  If the students’ performance at the Gala is any indication of their reception at the CA Charter Schools conference, they are sure to be a hit with their presentation of "International State of Mind" on Monday, March 29th.  Reminder: The “ISM Traveling Chorus” and support team will depart Monterey by bus on Sunday, March 28th promptly at 1:00 p.m. to Sacramento and return late afternoon Monday, March 29th.  Reservations have been made at the LaQuinta hotel located at 200 Jibboom Street, Sacramento, CA 95814, Tel: (916) 448-8100) for Sunday night.  Please note that participants will be performing in uniform clothing (pants or skirts).  All singers will be receiving a specially designed t-shirt on Monday morning to wear for this noteworthy performance.  Contact us at 647-1010 or lburns@ismonterey.org for more information.


10. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES: 
A. 1st annual world NEIGHBORHOOD gala – a huge success!  ISM’s first annual World Neighborhood Gala, held last Friday night at the Beach & Tennis Club in Pebble Beach, was remarkably successful – raising over $50,000 (the desired goal for the event), as well as awareness for ISM’s vision and academic performance among community supporters!  The evening honored Mr. Larry Horan with the first annual Global Citizen Award for his lifelong career of building positive relationships with our world neighbors and was attended by Congressman Sam Farr, Assemblyman John Laird, representatives from MPUSD, MIIS, CSUMB, CHOMP, Household Credit Services, area realtors, and enthusiastic supporters of Peninsula non-profit organizations.  Everyone who attended the fundraiser was very impressed, commenting that it was an enjoyable and professional event – one that hardly reflected our newcomer status!  We owe a huge THANK YOU to the amazing volunteers who worked so smoothly together to make this labor-intensive event happen, especially Gala coordinator, Carrie Miles, Silent/Live Auction coordinator, Laura Alladeen, and protocol liaison, Erin Morita, who together devoted hundreds of hours to ensuring the professionalism of the event.  Further thanks go to Sam Alladeen, Lisa Burns, Marie Butcher, Susie Corbett, Toni Deoudes, Cynthia Duvall, Christopher Forczyk, Paul and Ellen Gaucher, Valori George, Christy Gordis, Richard Herbert, John Ivey, Melinda Leahy, DeeDee Meininger, Sean Madden, Grant Miles, John Nahas, David and Deborah Shifflett, Mary Welsh, Lisa Wichael-Loomis, Bobby and Jennifer Wrighton, and Ash and Monique Vasanji for carrying out their cashiering, computing, emceeing, greeting, monitoring, photographing, running, and spotting roles with graciousness, friendly support, and a genuine passion for ISM!  Together we really did make a difference and we thank you!

B. 50/50 DRAWING WINNER:  We are ecstatic to announce that parent Patricia Rodrigues, mother of 3rd grader Robert Rodrigues, was the lucky winner of the 50/50 drawing held at the Gala.  As the winner, Patricia receives $3000, as does ISM.  Thank you to all community members who supported the drawing by purchasing the $50 tickets.
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	MARCH 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	TUES, MAR 23RD 
	INTL. BAZAAR CONTEST WINNER ANNOUNCED
	8:45 AM 

	WED, MAR 24th
	NEW PARKING LOT PROCEDURE STARTS

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT HOT LUNCH ORDER

deadline to submit 5K fundraiser
	Drop-off & Pick-up Times

3:00 PM

	FRI, MAR 26TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY

MARCH HOT LUNCH: HOT DOGS
	

	SUN, MAR 28TH /

MON, MAR 29TH 
	ISM STUDENTS AT CA CHARTER SCHOOLS ASSn CONFERENCE OPENING
	DEPARTING @ 1 PM SUNDAY

	TUES, MAR 30TH 
	JUAN SANCHEZ ENSEMBLE CONCERT @ CSUMB
	7:30 PM

	APRIL 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	FRI, APR 2ND 
	END OF QUARTER 3
	

	SAT, APR 3RD
	SATURDAY WORK DAY FOR APRIL

M.I.I.S. International bazaar / chorus perf.
	9:30 AM – 1 PM

1:30 PM

	MON, APR 5TH – 
FRI, APR 9TH 
	STUDENT / PARENT / TEACHER CONFERENCES
	PER SCHEDULE

	THURS, APR 8TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MONTHLY MEETING

ISM SCHOOL BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:30 PM

	MON, APR 12TH - 
FRI, APR 16TH 
	SPRING BREAK
	

	FRI, APR 30TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY

APRIL HOT LUNCH: NACHOS 
	

	MAY 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, MAY 3RD  - 
FRI, MAY 7TH 
	STAR TESTING FOR 2ND – 6TH GRADES
	PER SCHEDULE
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