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Weekly News Brief

Tuesday, March 15, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning March 15, 2004!  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!  Thank you!

1. REVISED DROP-OFF / PICK-UP PROCEDURE FOR ISM PARKING LOT: DROP-OFF/PICK-UP IMPROVEMENTS:  In an effort to improve the safety and flow of traffic through the back parking lot at the end of Monroe Street, beginning next Wednesday, March 24th, you will notice cones indicating “No Parking” areas as well as stop lines at both Gate 1, next to lower playground and Gate 2, outside the 5th/6th grade class room.  Kindergarten - 2nd graders can be dropped off and picked up at Gate 1, while 3rd – 6th graders will pass through Gate 2.  If there are older siblings that cross these age groupings, the older sibling will report to the younger sibling’s gate.  A map describing the new process will be distributed next Monday.  As a reminder, drop-off times are 7:35 – 7:59 a.m. and pick-up times are 3:01 – 3:15 p.m.

2. ISM LIBRARY / MEDIA CENTER GRAND OPENING:  On this the “Ides of March”, a real sense of excitement and anticipation can be felt as we celebrate the official opening of the ISM Library / Media Center!  Many hours of preparation proceed today’s “unveiling”, but we especially want to highlight the incredible efforts of Elinda Hardy, our Library Chairperson.  Without her clear vision and dedication, we would not be celebrating this milestone so soon!  Greeted by balloons, all of our students (except for Grade 2) will tour the library today to become familiar with library use guidelines, learn how to search for a book, practice check-in/check-out procedures, and, simply revel in the library’s opening!  [Note: Grade 2 will be oriented on Wednesday.]  We welcome parents stopping by as well and, as always, if you are interested in helping staff the library during the week, please contact Elinda at elindah@yahoo.com.
3. MRS. PEGHER TO RETURN TO ISM:  Another cause for celebration today is the return of Mrs. Pegher to ISM’s P.E. program!  Absent from weekly instruction since November 2003 when she left for maternity leave, Mrs. Pegher has decided to return full-time for the next two weeks.  Thereafter she will team-teach – in a volunteer capacity -- with P.E. instructor, Mrs. Beth West; this arrangement allows her the flexibility to continue teaching at ISM while caring for her son, Stephen.  We are thrilled to have her back on campus!
4. 6th GRADER WINS TOP HONORS AT SCIENCE FAIR:  In a continuing trend in which ISM students participate in area competitions and emerge victorious, 6th grader Mariah Heller was awarded First Place in the Junior (Grades 6-8) division at this weekend’s Monterey County Science Fair held at CSUMB!  Sponsored by the Monterey County Office of Education, the Naval Postgraduate School, the Lyceum of Monterey, and California State University of Monterey Bay (CSUMB), the Science Fair encourages youth to “pursue in-depth study of natural phenomena through scientific research and acknowledges [their] positive accomplishments”.  Mariah’s winning project, a replication of an Iraqi battery first built 2000 years ago, was presented -- via a display board, a written journal, as well as an oral presentation -- to a team of scientists serving as volunteer judges.  She is now eligible to compete in the California State Science Fair, the final science fair of the academic year, which will be held May 24-25, 2004 at the California Science Center (formerly the California Museum of Science and Industry) in Exposition Park near downtown Los Angeles.  More than 900 participants from 350 schools throughout the State are expected to compete for financial awards totaling more than $50,000.  Congratulations, Mariah! We would also like to extend congratulations to all of the other ISM students who participated this weekend: Sara Karaki, Roland Sanchez, Jake Stanley and Cameron Rodda, and Vaughn Moonan and Calvin Young!

5. STUDENT WINNERS IN CA COASTAL COMMISSION ART & POETRY CONTEST:  Winners in the 2004 Coastal Art and Poetry Contest for Kindergarten – 12th grade students have been selected.  With over 1726 wonderful entries received throughout California, two ISM students garnered Honorable Mention in the Art category!  2nd graders Peter Mellinger and Zoe Deoudes were chosen for their contributions, Sandpiper, and Otter in the Water, respectively.  View their beautiful work, as well as all of the other winning contributions http://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/poster/mm4/poster-winners-mm4.html.  Congratulations Peter and Zoe!

6. UPCOMING SPECIAL SCHOOL-WIDE ASSEMBLIES:  Our students and interested parents and community members will be treated to two special assemblies this week!  Tomorrow, at our regularly scheduled school assembly, Dr. Carber’s 3rd graders will engage their schoolmates with a Native American Play and Dance Extravaganza.  Their current IPC unit is focusing on Native Americans and they are getting a chance to explore the music and dance elements of our own indigenous culture.  It should be a real treat.  On Wednesday, March 17th, “rocket science” will be the focus of a special assembly with Captain Daniel Bursch, an astronaut in-residence at the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS).  Captain Bursch and fellow astronaut Carl Walz currently hold the U.S. space flight endurance record of 196 days in space.  He has also logged more than 2900 hours of flight in over 35 different aircraft.  Thanks to Carmi and Doug Pegher for arranging this assembly; it’s sure to be a hit with all of us!

7. SHOWING OF GRADE 1/2 CIRCUS VIDEO:  Students from Miss Diamond’s Grade 1/2 class jumped, spun, cart wheeled, juggled, hula hooped, and marvelously entertained students and staff during their circus presentation two weeks ago.  For anyone who missed this fun-filled morning (or who simply wants to see it again), Miss Diamond will be showing a video of the circus tomorrow at 2:20 p.m. in the Grade 1/2 classroom, Room #2.  Come on by and watch the “shenanigans”!

8. “KEEPING OUR CHILDREN SAFE” WORKSHOP: On Saturday, March 20th, Tina Williams, Founder and Regional Director of Child Abuse and Abduction Resistance Education Services, will lead a workshop, "Keeping Our Children Safe."  The event will take place at CSUMB, Campus Center, Bldg. #29 on 6th Avenue from 9 -11 a.m.  Workshops will be conducted in English and Spanish.  Some childcare will be available.  For information or to register, please call 899-1615.
9. ISM STUDENTS TO PERFORM “INTERNATIONAL STATE OF MIND” AT CA CHARTER SCHOOLS CONFERENCE IN SACRAMENTO:  Permission slips for this “overnight field trip” were forwarded last week and were due last Friday.  At this writing, we still have ten students for whom we have not yet received permission slips.  Please forward forms to the office ASAP or if you do not plan on having your child participate, let us know that information as well.  Approximately, 14 chaperones have indicated their interest in accompanying the students to Sacramento, and we now need to make room and chaperone assignments for all who are going.  Additional female chaperones are still needed.  We are excited about the opportunity to have our students kick-off the CA Charter Schools conference with a rousing performance of "International State of Mind" on Monday, March 29th.  The International Primary Curriculum (IPC) will pay all travel and lodging expenses, while meals will be the responsibility of ISM families.  The “ISM Traveling Chorus” and support team will depart Monterey by bus on Sunday, March 28th promptly at 1:00 p.m. to Sacramento and return late afternoon Monday, March 29th.  A block of 20 rooms has been reserved at a LaQuinta hotel located nearby the conference center (at 200 Jibboom Street, Sacramento, CA 95814, Tel: (916) 448-8100) for Sunday night.  Please note that participants will be performing in uniform clothing (pants or skirts)and they will be receiving a specially designed t-shirt on Monday morning to wear for this special performance.  Contact us at 647-1010 or lburns@ismonterey.org for more information.


10. BIG SUR MARATHON / SCHOOLS 5K RUN & FUNDRAISER:  A collection of running shoes is accumulating in the hallway and, unlike a similar collection at our front doors at home, we are happy about this one.  Each paper shoe represents a student or family member who has registered for the Schools 5K fundraiser on Sunday, April 25th at the Carmel Crossroads beginning at 7:30 a.m. sharp.  This year we have a school participation goal of winning $1000 in prize money from the Big Sur organization, so coordinators Mary Welsh, Lisa Burns, and Catherine Hambley are “wanting your participation”!  Last week, Mary Welsh hosted a registration table on the playground at pick-up time to enlist more walkers.  Look for her table over the next week, stop by the office, or email us at lburns@ismonterey.org to request a form (one per individual please).  The registration fee is $25/adult and $15/student payable to the “BSIM”.  This year 1st grader Charlotte Chuen’s father Yu will be running the full Big Sur Marathon and those of us still there will be able to cheer him across the finish line!


12. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES: 
A. 1st annual world NEIGHBORHOOD gala:  ISM’s  first annual World Neighborhood Gala is coming up Friday, March 19th at 6:00 p.m. with a reception and silent auction.  The event honors Mr. Larry Horan with a Global Citizen Award for his career of building positive relationships with our world neighbors.  He is currently a Board of Trustees member for the Monterey Institute of International Studies, and a former Director of the Peace Corps, and former Chairman of the Board of Special Olympics of Northern California.  50/50 drawing tickets will be sold up until the evening drawing, so if interested in purchasing one, you still have time.  If all 250 tickets are sold, the winner and ISM would each receive $6250.  The drawing winner need not be present at the Gala to win.  Based on the $75,000+ in donated auction items and gala tickets sold to date, this premier fundraising event is expected to raise more than $50,000 for ISM.  Kudos to all who have worked so hard to make this event successful, especially Auction Coordinator Laura Alladeen and Gala Coordinator Carrie Miles.  They both have worked tirelessly over the past several weeks to ensure this first-ever Gala is a professionally and financially rewarding affair.

FOR POSTING AT HOME

	MARCH 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, MAR 15TH 
	ISM Library officially opens
	

	TUES, MAR 16TH 
	3rd graders perform native american play / dance extravaganza at assembly


4TH GRADE S.T.A.R. WRITING TEST (3 HOURS)

showing of grade 1/2 circus video
	8:45 AM

10:30 AM

2:20 PM

	WED, MAR 17TH 
	SPECIAL ASSEMBLY: ASTRONAUT CAPT. BURSCH
	8:15 – 9:30 AM

	FRI, MAR 19TH 
	SPRING GALA FUNDRAISER AT 
PEBBLE BEACH beach CLUB
	6:30 – 11:30 PM

	SAT, MAR 20th 
	“keeping our children safe” workshop
	9-11 AM

	SUN, MAR 21ST
	MONTEREY COUNTY OFFICE OF ED. (MCOE) SPELLING BEE
	1:30 PM

	TUES, MAR 23RD 
	INTL. BAZAAR CONTEST WINNER ANNOUNCED
	8:45 AM 

	WED, MAR 24th
	NEW PARKING LOT PROCEDURE STARTS
	Drop-off & Pick-up Times

	FRI, MAR 26TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY

MARCH HOT LUNCH: HOT DOGS
	

	SUN, MAR 28TH /

MON, MAR 29TH 
	ISM STUDENTS AT CA CHARTER SCHOOLS ASSn CONFERENCE OPENING
	DEPARTING @ 1 PM SUNDAY

	TUES, MAR 30TH 
	JUAN SANCHEZ ENSEMBLE CONCERT @ CSUMB
	7:30 PM

	APRIL 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	FRI, APR 2ND 
	END OF QUARTER 3
	

	SAT, APR 3RD
	SATURDAY WORK DAY FOR APRIL

M.I.I.S. International bazaar / chorus perf.
	9:30 AM – 1 PM

1:30 PM

	MON, APR 5TH – 
FRI, APR 9TH 
	STUDENT / PARENT / TEACHER CONFERENCES
	PER SCHEDULE

	THURS, APR 8TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MONTHLY MEETING

ISM SCHOOL BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:30 PM

	MON, APR 12TH - 
FRI, APR 16TH 
	SPRING BREAK
	

	FRI, APR 30TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY

APRIL HOT LUNCH: NACHOS 
	

	MAY 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, MAY 3RD  - 
FRI, MAY 7TH 
	STAR TESTING FOR 2ND – 6TH GRADES
	PER SCHEDULE


International School of Monterey   P.O. Box 711, Monterey, CA 93942-0711

Tel:  (831) 647-1010     Fax: (831) 649-5471

