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Weekly News Brief

Tuesday, March 9, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning March 9, 2004!  Please take the time to read this document each week and mark down those activities and deadlines important to your family!  Thank you!

1. FROM ISM SCHOOL BOARD - CLARIFICATION:  Last week’s News Brief gave a simple accounting of our revenue streams for the current academic year.  The stated $140,000 in received or pledged funds includes Board contributions, Foundation fundraising events, including the projected income from the ISM World Neighborhood Gala, and parent donations (received and pledged).  To cover the $100,000 projected deficit, grant applications in excess of $350,000 have been submitted and more are in progress. Competition for these funds is stiff, especially here on the Peninsula, and it is for this reason that we want to clearly communicate to our parent community ISM’s fundraising status.
2. WELCOME TO NEW STUDENT:  With much excitement, we welcome new 4th grader, Victoria Hutchins, who transferred from Foothill Elementary School beginning today.  Our 4th grade class is now full with an enrollment of 24!  Victoria’s parents, Harold Hutchins and Elizabeth Jablonska, are excited to join our community as well.  They both have particularly strong science backgrounds and they are looking forward as volunteers to implementing science-related activities in the classroom.  Victoria, like recent newcomers Adam Colon and Robin Myers, was formally welcomed to ISM at today’s assembly with the “ISM Welcome Song”.  We hope her transition here will be smooth, yet exciting and full of new learning experiences.
3. MRS. PEGHER TO RETURN TO ISM:  Mrs. Carmi Pegher, ISM’s P.E. teacher at the onset of the 2003-04 school year, has been happily enjoying maternity leave since November caring for her son, Stephen.  Beginning next week, she will be returning to ISM to team-teach with current P.E. instructor, Mrs. Beth West.  After an initial two week time period during which she will be solely providing physical education instruction, she will assist Mrs. West in a volunteer capacity.  This arrangement allows her to continue to be an active contributor to programming at ISM, while allowing her the flexibility to care for her infant son.  We are thrilled to have her back on campus!  Planning for the end-of-year Field Day event (scheduled for the last day of school on Friday, June 11th) will also be kicking into gear now that Mrs. Pegher is back, so stay tuned for those details.
4. ISM STUDENTS TO PERFORM “INTERNATIONAL STATE OF MIND” AT CHARTER SCHOOLS CONFERENCE IN SACRAMENTO:  As we have mentioned for several weeks now in our weekly news brief and to our students at weekly assemblies, approximately 35 ISM students have been invited to sing "International State of Mind" at the opening of the CA Charter Schools conference in Sacramento on Monday, March 29th. The list of students who expressed an interest in participating, "auditioned" with our music instructor Miss Lucy, and were selected as follows: Grade K: Benjamin Bence, Georgia Bence, Camilla Diamond, Dominique Seva'aetasi; Grade 1: Cameron Mann and Natalia Poehner; Grade 1/2: John Buttrey, Shannon Cry, Suraya Essi, Nicky Isaac, Nicolette Jahn, and Alia Vasanji; Grade 3: Alex Burnett, Raven Compagno, Tanya Kocek, Sophia Sorenson, and Sanka Troia; Grade 4: Nicholas Evans, Conor Jahn, Hyemin Jun, Elana Kline, Maile Murphy, Kodiak Sauer, Emily Shifflett, and Robin Trumble; and Grade 5 / 6: Ellie Beckett, Lily Burns, Kirsten Casado, Anna Dobrokhodova, Mariah Heller, Joe Russo, Roland Sanchez, and Francesca Sarubbi.  We are looking forward to all of these students joining us in Sacramento with travel and lodging expenses being paid by the International Primary
Curriculum (IPC), a Gold-level sponsor of the conference.  Participants will be responsible for their own meal costs.  The itinerary is to leave Monterey from ISM on Sunday, March 28th and travel by bus to Sacramento and return by bus late afternoon Monday, March 29th.  We have booked a block of 20 rooms at a LaQuinta hotel located nearby the conference center (at 200 Jibboom Street, Sacramento, CA 95814, Tel: (916) 448-8100) for Sunday night.  Please note that participants will be performing in uniform clothing (pants or skirts); they will be receiving a specially designed t-shirt on Monday morning to wear for this special performance and to commemorate their experience.  We have had a nice response to date from parents interested in chaperoning.  We welcome further help, especially from female chaperones; if interested in helping, please email Lisa Burns at lburns@ismonterey or call us at 647-1010 to indicate your availability. We are forwarding home permission slips for participation in this trip today.  If you do not want your child to participate, we would appreciate hearing from you as soon as possible.  In addition to the Sacramento trip, the "ISM Traveling Chorus" has also been invited to perform at the upcoming World Neighborhood Gala on Friday, March 19th as well as the Monterey Institute of International Studies (MIIS) International Bazaar on Saturday, April 3rd.
5. ISM LIBRARY OFFICIALLY OPENING ITS DOORS:  This coming Monday, March 15th will mark the official opening of the ISM Library / Media Center.  Details regarding library cards, hours of availability, permission slips, orientation classes, etc., are being finalized this week.  Mark your calendars and plan on stopping by to celebrate yet another milestone in ISM’s development!
6. M.I.I.S. INTERNATIONAL BAZAAR T-SHIRT CONTEST:  A bevy of creative and eye-catching designs were submitted last Monday for consideration in the M.I.I.S. International Bazaar t-shirt contest!  We applaud all of our students who took the time to consider “What Does the World mean to Me” and put their ideas in graphic form.  The members of the M.I.I.S student council loved the collection and they had the tough job of choosing the top ten designs to forward onto the administration for final selection.  A winning graphic has now been chosen and the final logo design has already been forwarded to the printer to produce on the event t-shirt!  On Tuesday, March 23rd, M.I.I.S. councilmember, Joel Baca, will return to ISM to announce the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place contest winners.  Each student will receive a prize for participating; however, the winning student will be invited to the International Bazaar and presented t-shirts for his/her entire family.  In addition, the “ISM Traveling Chorus”, fresh from their prior weekend singing experience in Sacramento, has also been invited to perform at the Bazaar at 1:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 3rd.  More details to follow. 

9. ARTS NIGHT:  The multi-purpose room was practically humming last Friday as the creative energy and excitement of Arts Night took hold!  Thanks to all who so enthusiastically supported this event, over $1000 was raised to benefit ISM’s art program -- from supplies for Ms. Shephard’s art classes to funding for future arts-related events.  Pizza dinner, the raffle, and Christy Gordis’ silk scarf tie-dying activity were the hits of the evening.  Crafts including face painting, Chinese calligraphy, origami, clay play, watercolor, collage, friendship bracelets, and vegetable painting all provided participants wonderful outlets to express themselves artistically.  We thank all the volunteer art vendors, and especially Lisa Wichael-Loomis for designing and coordinating this enjoyable event.  We also wanted to mention that 3rd grader Sanka Troia, won a unique raffle prize of “shadowing” Mrs. Jahn for a day to experience first-hand what it is like to be a school principal.  


10. BIG SUR MARATHON / SCHOOLS 5K RUN & FUNDRAISER:  Co-coordinators Mary Welsh, Lisa Burns, and Catherine Hambley are generating school-wide enthusiasm to participate in the Schools 5K fundraiser.  The event will be held on Sunday, April 25th at the Carmel Crossroads beginning at 7:30 a.m. sharp.  This year we have a school participation goal of winning $1000 in prize money from the Big Sur organization, so plan on participating.  Registration forms are available in the office or email us at lburns@ismonterey.org or Catherine@hambley.com to request that some be forwarded to you.  Please note that one registration form is required for each family member.  The fee to participate is $25 per adult and $15 per student payable to the “BSIM”, Big Sur International Marathon.  We are excited to announce that the first two paid registration forms received to date are from students who will be chaperoned by other ISM community members.  Kudos to 4th grader Maile Murphy and 1st grader Charlotte Chuen for their eager participation!  This event is designed to be family friendly and the majority of the participants walk the 5K route, as opposed to running it.  Contact us at the emails above for more information.


11. DESCRIBING MONTEREY – BY RENE CANDIA:  The first time I came to Monterey in 1966 I felt this place was a present from above.  Later, I tried to describe to my relatives in my native Bolivia how Monterey looked.  The truth is that I never truly reflected how Monterey is in reality. Some time ago, while talking with my old friend, Lucrecia Cambas, who recently published her second book of poems, we read one about Monterey.  Even though it is difficult to “translate” the incomparable beauty of the poem’s words, I think this poem reflects well the words I wish I could have found 37 years ago.  Let me share this poem with you: 
Monterey, California




Monterey, California

Por la magia del camino he venido


By the roads I’ve come

Hasta ti Monterey




To you Monterey

Baja ciudad de adobes centenaries


Low city of century old adobes

Las curvas de la olas y las arenas


The curves of your waves and sands

Los bordes de los valles y los montes


The borders of your valleys and hills   

Confunden en ti al besarse sus esencia


Fuse when their essences kiss

La venida del sol y la luna



The rising of the sun and moon

Trae oro y plata





Brings gold and silver

A las infinitas galaxias de tus agues                

To the infinite galaxies of your waters

Monterey





Monterey

Tibio refugio





Warm refuge

De enagenados mundos ciudadanos


Of alien world citizens

Joya encontrada en el final arena


Jewel found in the last arena

Pequeno Puerto del ser resucitado


Small harbor for a resuscitated life

12. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES: 
A. FABULOUS FAVALORO FUNDRAISING DINNER:  Thank you to the amazing team of Marie and Nino Favaloro -- and their gracious staff -- who generously hosted last Monday’s fundraising dinner and contributed 100 percent of the dinner’s proceeds to ISM.  With their wonderful support as well as all those who attended, ISM’s coffers are $1850 fuller – which equates to the shortfall for one more student being funded!  The second hardest working team of the evening was Sam Alladeen and Chris Forczyk who accommodated our varied customer needs with humor, efficiency, and friendliness.  We thank them, too, for their important contributions to the evening’s outcome.

B. 1st annual world NEIGHBORHOOD gala:  Excitement is building as our first annual World Neighborhood Gala approaches on Friday, March 19th starting at 6:00 p.m. with a reception and silent auction.  Larry Horan, currently a Board of Trustees member for the Monterey Institute of International Studies, and a former Director of the Peace Corps, and former Chairman of the Board of Special Olympics of Northern California, will be honored with a Global Citizen Award for his career of building positive relationships with our world neighbors.  50/50 tickets are still being accepted for sale; if all 250 are sold, the winner and ISM would each receive $6250.  The drawing winner does not need to be present at the Gala to win.  Based on the $75,000+ in donated auction items and gala tickets sold to date, this premier fundraising event is expected to raise more than $50,000 for ISM – infusing much needed revenue into the ISM coffers.  Contact Laura Alladeen at lsalladeen@sbcglobal.net or Carrie Miles at clmiles33@aol.com for more information on the live and silent auction items and Gala, respectively.

C. BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION:  Thanks, once again, to Paige Stanley for coordinating the Box Tops program to date this school year and generating not only excitement in participating, but real dollars for our school.  Lisa Seva’aetasi, mother of Kindergartner Dominique Seva’aetasi, has volunteered to take over Mrs. Stanley’s coordination role.  As she is a new mother to her fourth daughter, Isabel, she can comfortably manage this program from the comfort of her home.  Thank you, Lisa!


FOR POSTING AT HOME

	MARCH 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	THURS, MAR 11TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MONTHLY MEETING

ISM SCHOOL BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:30 PM

	SAT, MAR 13TH
	SATURDAY WORK DAY FOR MARCH

(COORDINATED BY MARY WELSH)
	9:30 AM – 1 PM



	MON, MAR 15TH 
	ISM Library officially opens
	

	TUES, MAR 16TH 
	4TH GRADE S.T.A.R. WRITING TEST (3 HOURS)
	8:15 AM

	FRI, MAR 19TH 
	SPRING GALA FUNDRAISER AT 
PEBBLE BEACH beach CLUB
	6:30 – 11:30 PM

	SUN, MAR 21ST
	MONTEREY COUNTY OFFICE OF ED. (MCOE) SPELLING BEE
	1:30 PM

	TUES, MAR 23RD 
	INTL. BAZAAR CONTEST WINNER ANNOUNCED
	8:45 AM 

	FRI, MAR 26TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY

MARCH HOT LUNCH: HOT DOGS
	

	SUN, MAR 28TH /

MON, MAR 29TH 
	ISM STUDENTS AT CA CHARTER SCHOOLS ASSn CONFERENCE OPENING
	DEPARTING @ 1 PM SUNDAY

	TUES, MAR 30TH 
	JUAN SANCHEZ ENSEMBLE CONCERT @ CSUMB
	7:30 PM

	APRIL 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	FRI, APR 2ND 
	END OF QUARTER 3
	

	SAT, APR 3RD
	SATURDAY WORK DAY FOR APRIL

M.I.I.S. International bazaar / chorus perf.
	9:30 AM – 1 PM

1:30 PM

	MON, APR 5TH – 
FRI, APR 9TH 
	STUDENT / PARENT / TEACHER CONFERENCES
	PER SCHEDULE

	THURS, APR 8TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MONTHLY MEETING

ISM SCHOOL BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:30 PM

	MON, APR 12TH - 
FRI, APR 16TH 
	SPRING BREAK
	

	FRI, APR 30TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY

APRIL HOT LUNCH: NACHOS 
	

	MAY 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, MAY 3RD  - 
FRI, MAY 7TH 
	STAR TESTING FOR 2ND – 6TH GRADES
	PER SCHEDULE


International School of Monterey   P.O. Box 711, Monterey, CA 93942-0711

Tel:  (831) 647-1010     Fax: (831) 649-5471

