WEEKLY NEWS BRIEF FOR MONDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2004

 
Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning December 13th, 2004.  Please note that the ISM news brief is now distributed to ISM families primarily via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving time and money.  We appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the information contained in this document.  To request hardcopy notification, please contact editor Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org. 

1.   SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF: To return next year.
 
2.   SHARING MANZANITA
It was so energizing to see the Manzanita site buzzing with our ISM community this past Saturday.  Seeing all the students and family members there gave us a good preview of what campus life will be like beginning on Tuesday, January 4th!  Remember folks, there is no school on Monday, January 3rd!  (See Item #9 below).  There have been numerous questions regarding the existing programs with whom we will be sharing the site, so what follows is a summary. There are four kindergarten and two and a 1/2 first grade classes that comprise the “Upper King” campus at Manzanita. They “belong” to the King K-8 school located next door, they too wear uniforms (white shirts, black pants), and have a school day that begins at 8:00 a.m. and ends at 2:35 p.m. They occupy the Kindergarten pod and the upper pod (North of our pod).  There is a special day class housed in Portable #1 which is offered from 8:30 a.m. to 2:35 pm daily.  Head Start provides a program from 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. in another portable situated next to the Kindergarten pod.    Last, but certainly not least, the Community Partnership for Youth (CPY), for whom our very own Miss T and Mr. D have worked in the past, operates an after-school program in the multiuse room daily from 2:35 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  [Note: ISM’s Afterschool International (ASI) program will operate from the library following our transfer to Manzanita.]  MPUSD students return to school on Wednesday, January 5th, so we will have one transitional day to explore the campus, including routes to the playgrounds, bathrooms, etc. before these other groups/programs return from their holiday break.  There will undoubtedly be some “tweaking” of schedules and routines once everyone is on campus, and as long as we all continue to emphasize the flow of effective and compassionate communication, everything else will flow along well too.

3.   SATURDAY “DOINGS” AT MANZANITA
Manzanita was literally alive with movement and positive energy on Saturday, December 11th, as every quadrant of the campus was either being utilized or revitalized.  We were pleased with the turn-out of students who came to the 9:30 a.m. rehearsal for the Winter concert, much to Mr. D’s delight.  The choreography for this special event is fast-moving, detailed, and requires that the students be familiar with their responsibilities, so we thank all those who took time out from their Saturday morning to participate.  Members of the ISM community who had not previously visited the Manzanita campus and/or who may still have had reservations as to its location, safety, functionality, etc. seemed pleasantly surprised and excited by what they experienced first-hand on Saturday.  The campus is in a beautiful, sunny, hilltop location in upper Seaside surrounded by sizeable green playing fields and we will have access to a larger admin office building complete with a larger library, a variety of small meeting rooms (throughout the campus), a music/science lab (with several sinks and gas access), the six classroom pod building — housing classrooms for Grades Kindergarten - 4, and five portable classrooms for Grades 5 – 7 and Spanish.  The campus will, ultimately, allow for future growth up to two classrooms per grade, Grades K – 8.

We thank the dozens of parents and students who literally threw themselves into remodeling and clean-up work on Saturday, especially those who were so committed to their efforts that they continued toiling in the pod structure until late afternoon.  A wide scope of work was accomplished on Saturday, to include priming and painting newly-built walls in the pod, framing and hanging doors, prepping other walls for painting, removing an unimaginably large collection of butcher paper and staples from every wall surface in the pod, library, and admin office areas, helping to sort furniture stored in the portable classrooms, removing a built-in cabinet in the front admin office in preparation for building Mrs. Jahn’s office, and decorating for Thursday’s holiday program.  As a staff person, I was extremely gratified to see the incredible level of parental involvement and support in preparation for our imminent move to Manzanita.  Because of your involvement, we are able to greatly improve the learning environment potential of the Manzanita site and tailor it to our unique curricular and community needs.

We still have much that needs to be achieved in the coming weeks — this week and the first week of the holiday break.  Anyone who has time Wednesday late afternoon / evening to assist with on-going improvement in the pod classrooms, specifically painting walls, and prepping the campus buildings for MPUSD-hired carpet and window cleaners the following day are asked to contact either Steve Moore at steve_moore@csumb.edu or Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org to register your availability.  We will be conducting another full-scale Saturday work day on Saturday, December 18th, again from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm or later.  Stay tuned to emails from Steve Moore or drop us a line at the above emails to see how you can help.  As mentioned last week, Cardinale Movers will -- at  the expense of the Monterey Peninsula Unified School District -- begin moving us on Monday, December 20th.  It is expected that the "move operation" will require three days of support from Cardinale as well as parents.  The more hands we have to help us with this process, the speedier it will go and ensure that we meet our goal of having everything moved to Manzanita by Wednesday late afternoon and placed in the appropriate classroom, office, or closet.  Janice Barker, inventory specialist extraordinaire in conjunction with Ellen Gaucher and a skilled set of parent volunteers, has developed an inventory documentation and labeling system designed to make the move very efficient and eliminate the time-wasting question of  “Where does this go?”  If you can help us one, two, or all three of these days, please let either a classroom instructor, myself (Lisa Griffin Burns), or volunteer coordinator Ellen Gaucher know in advance — or just show up to lend whatever level of support you can.  Food is always welcome on what are sure to be LOOOOOOOOONG days, so if not available to commit more time, consider that tasty alternative contribution to the cause.  Above all else, stay positive and together, we will get it all done....or a reasonable amount of it done.  There will be, for sure, a plethora of monthly work days to accomplish follow-up tasks like classroom painting, garden building and growing, shelf and cabinetry construction, etc.


4.   HOLIDAY "OCEAN OF RHYTHMS, SEA OF VOICES" CONCERT / HOLIDAY SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR
On Thursday, December 16th, the ISM community will officially inaugurate the new Manzanita campus as we host the "Ocean of Rhythms, Sea of Voices" holiday concert at 6:30 p.m. In the multi-use room.  This event has been enthusiastically designed and choreographed by music instructor Mr. D and will feature:  an original video produced by Mr. Tod Spedding, a musical greeting by the ISM Orchestra under the direction of Mr. William Gee, ISM's Instrumental Music instructor, a duo of "comedic hosts" coached by drama instructor Annalisa Moore, and a variety of English and Spanish songs by students of all grades.  Students participating in this evening performance should plan on wearing their uniform clothing and not "free dress" party outfits — for ease and safety of movement and for performance aesthetics. (See item # 6 below)  Audience members will quickly recognize that this is a unique holiday concert meant to showcase rhythm, non-traditional songs and instruments, and the varied talent of our student body.  We certainly hope that all of you will plan on coming to this concert as a wonderful kick-off to the holiday season and adoption of our new campus location.

For the evening of the 16th, the Scholastic Book Fair will travel from the Larkin library to set up shop in the Manzanita library, thereby allowing parents to visit the Fair before and after the Holiday performance.  Shopping hours will be 6:00 - 6:30 pm and following the concert at approximately 8:00 p.m.  Sales to date have been encouraging and we expect that coordinating shopping access for the evening of the 16th will result in increased sales figures, benefiting the still-developing ISM library.  We thank coordinators Janice Barker and Yvette Satchell for organizing multiple aspects of the fair, to include its extraordinary last day move.  Library Chairperson Elinda Hardy has also been so instrumental in coordinating the packing of ISM's library, in preparation for the arrival of the Book Fair and for moving to Manzanita.  We thank her and her crew of helpers who also showed up on Saturday to ready the Manzanita library for our arrival.

5.  WINTER HOLIDAY PROGRAM:  REMINDER
We are looking forward to ISM community members providing a tantalizing selection of finger food appetizers for Thursday evening.  Parent volunteer, Christine Colon, mother of Kindergartner Camille and 3rd grader Adam Colon), has graciously offered to coordinate holiday program treats.  She can be contacted at 236-5426 or w.colon@earthlink.net for ideas as to what to bring or check with your child’s teacher for the grade-specific suggestions.

6.  FORMAL "FREE DRESS" FRIDAY / PIZZA FUNDRAISER FRIDAY
The last school day of the 2004 calendar year is Formal “Free Dress” Friday.  Students who really wanted to wear their holiday party finery to the Winter Concert — rather than a uniform -- are welcome to do so on Friday!  A ball gown, tuxedo, shirt and tie, sport coat...they are all “dress up” possibilities for this festive Friday.  For our female students, please use good judgment in wearing shorter length dresses; they should be no shorter than 2 inches above the knee, per our uniform policy.

REMINDER:  Hot lunch on the 17th is Pizza; however, orders for that lunch were due last Wednesday, so if you did not pre-order a pizza meal for you child in advance, please plan on providing a lunch for them.

7.  ISM ART SHOW
For the entire month of December, there will be art work displayed from 29 ISM students, grades 3 – 5, at the Bagel Bakery located on Forest Avenue in Pacific Grove.  The pieces on display were created during art classes and feature pen and pencil drawings of flower bouquets and as well as photographs.  Enjoy the show over a lip-smacking bagel sandwich.  We would like to thank Christine Colon, mother of Kindergartner Camille and 3rd grader Adam Colon, for assisting Mr. D. in making this show a reality!  
 
8.  LAST WEEK FOR TEDDY BEAR DRIVE
Please continue to bring in those cute and cuddly teddy bears for the Teddy Bear drive coordinated by the youngsters from ISM’s Afterschool International program.  Both new and gently used teddy bears are welcome.  All donated new bears will be forwarded to the Monterey County Sheriff’s Department for distribution to youngsters in crisis over the holidays.  They will provide an element of comfort and companionship to a child who perhaps finds him/herself separated from a parent or caregiver or generally in distress during this time of year. The bears that have already experienced “gentle loving” will be redistributed to needy children in Baja California courtesy of Mr. D’s brother who will be traveling there over the winter holiday break.  Similar to the canned food drive, there will be a classroom competition for the students per classroom that contribute the most bears and all bears (new and used) will be eligible for the contest.  However, there will be also be a second competition, for the new bears only, in which consideration will be given to bears in the following categories:  Largest Bear, Smallest Bear, Softest Bear, Best Representation of a “Winter Wonderland Bear”, etc.  For your donated bear to be considered for this last competition, please make sure to mark it with your (the donor’s) name on the bear’s label.  The added benefit of doing so is that the child who is ultimately given this bear will also read who was kind and thoughtful enough to donate the bear.  The deadline to contribute is Wednesday, December 15th and the Teddy Bear contest will take place on Thursday.  Contact ASI program provider, Lisa Wichael-Loomis, at 647-9111 or lwlooomis@ismonterey.org for more information on this program.

9.  FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL / REVISION TO  HOT MEAL PROGRAM FOR JANUARY
In all the excitement of the upcoming move, Miss Lisa planned a fun, back-to-school soft taco meal for the 3rd of January.  Unfortunately, our first day of school at the new campus is one day later — on Tuesday, January 4th, 2005 beginning at the new time of 8:20 a.m.  [We will still continue to offer early drop-off service at 7:35 a.m. (please no earlier) at the new location.]  So, this means that if you intend on ordering lunch for the entire month of January, please “delete” this meal from the monthly total of $62.00 (which includes the pizza lunch) and plan on paying only $59.00 payable to “ISM”.  We thank you for your understanding.

**************************************************************************************************************************************************************************
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ISM FOUNDATION NEWS

MAGAZINE DRIVE
We are in the second week of our magazine drive, which concludes this Friday, Dec. 17th.   Magazine Drive packets are available on the information desk outside the office.  We will take orders through the 17th.  The school makes 50% on every magazine subscription, so please buy your favorite publications through our magazine drive.  These make great gifts!


WORLD NEIGHBORHOOD GALA, FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 2005
Yes, that great annual event is just around the corner!  It takes an army of volunteers working hard, but anyone from last year’s army can tell you it was satisfying to be a part of such a coordinated and successful effort, and also it was a blast!  Call for volunteers in the following areas:

*  Making follow-up phone calls to businesses that have received a letter requesting a donation

*  Identifying out-of-town businesses (hotels, spas, restaurants, destinations) to donate to the Gala auction

*  Contacting wineries to donate to the Gala auction

*  Sourcing services and materials to put together into a kitchen/bath remodel auction package

*  Sourcing high dollar value items to be auctioned (for example:  plasma screen TV, jewelry, piano, cruise, vacation package)

If you are available to help with these assignments, please contact  Laura Alladeen via email at lsalladeen@sbcglobal.net or call 392-1211.


ISM COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD
This section is for non-ISM activities and events of interest to our school community.  If you have an activity that you are supporting and wish to share with the ISM Community, please submit details on the news item to Erin by the Thursday prior to the week when you would like to see the item appear.  You can bring your items into the office in hard copy, or you can email them to Erin at emorita@ismonterey.org.


2004 WARM COAT COLLECTION
The Girl Scouts are collecting gently used coats at Del Monte Center November 27, 2004 – January 8, 2005 every Saturday from 11AM-3PM in front of Macy’s. All coats will be cleaned and repaired by Country Club Cleaners, then given to a local family in need.



BALLET FANTASQUE’S NUTCRACKER
Ballet Fantasque performs with guest stars from Western Ballet in the Nutcracker, a magical holiday event.  Three shows:  Saturday, December 18, 2PM and 7PM; Sunday, December 19, 2PM, at the Performing Arts Center of Santa Catalina School.  To reserve your seats call 372-0388.

	DECEMBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	WED, DEC 15TH
	DEADLINE TO CONTRIBUTE TO TEDDY BEAR DRIVE
	

	THURS, DEC 16TH
	WINTER HOLIDAY concert (
MANZANITA MULTIUSE ROOM)

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR (MANZANITA LIBRARY)
	6:30 – 8:00 PM

6:00 – 6:30 PM

Following Concert

	FRI, DEC 17TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY: FORMAL DRESS

 PIZZA FUNDRAISER
	

	SAT, DEC 18TH
	SATURDAY WORK DAY AT MANZANITA
	9:30 AM – 1:00 PM

	MON, DEC 20TH – 
WED, DEC.22ND  
	MOVING DAY: PACKING AT LARKIN CAMPUS

UNPACKING AT MANZANITA CAMPUS
	9:30 AM – ??

	MON, DEC 20TH –
MON, JAN 3RD, 2005
	WINTER HOLIDAY BREAK


	NO SCHOOL!

	JANUARY 2005
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, JAN 3RD, 2005
	HOLIDAY
	NO SCHOOL!

	TUES, JAN 4TH
	SCHOOL RESUMES AT MAnzanita
	REVISED TIME:
8:20 AM – 3:0 PM

	SAT, JAN 8TH
	JANUARY saturday site work day AT MANZANITA

OPEN HOUSE FOR 2005-06 SCHOOL YEAR
	9:30 AM – 1:00 PM

2:00 – 4:30 PM

	WED, JAN 12TH 
	SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL MEETING

ISM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	TUES, JAN 18TH
	DEADLINE TO SUBMIT APPLICATION FOR ENROLLMENT WINDOW #1
	5:00 PM

	FRI, JAN 28TH
	AFTERSCHOOL DRAMA PROGRAM PRESENTATION
	TBD

	MON, JAN 31ST 
	ENROLLMENT WINDOW #1 LOTTERY (FOR APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BETWEEN 11/1/04 – 1/18/05 FOR 2005-06)
	5:00 PM


International School of Monterey   P.O. Box 711, Monterey, CA 93942-0711
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