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Weekly News Brief 
Monday, December 6, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning December 6th, 2004.  Do take the time to read this document regularly to stay abreast of ISM happenings relevant to your family.  Please note that the ISM news brief is now distributed to ISM families primarily via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving time and money.  We appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the information contained in this document.  To request hardcopy notification, please contact editor Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org. 

1.   SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF: To return next week.

2.   MANZANITA MOVE:  For the fourth consecutive Saturday, the Manzanita campus has reverberated with the reassuring sounds of humming power tools, hammering, shouts of excited children, and good-natured banter!  A dedicated team of parents and staff -- many of whom have set aside each Saturday morning and early afternoon since mid November -- have continued the work necessary to enclose the six pod classrooms with framed, insulated, and sheetrocked walls.  Through their dedication, we are now at the tail end of the construction process, with the exception of mounting doors.  The emphasis will now move to the tasks of "mudding" the drywall, priming, and painting the wall panels as well as preparing the general room walls for painting and priming.  

We highly encourage those of you that are in a position to help with the multitude of projects related to our upcoming move: i.e.,packing  individual classrooms here at Larkin plus other use areas, such as the multiuse room and kitchen, staff lounge, kiln room, and storage areas, helping to prepare rooms at Manzanita, and unpacking items at Manzanita, to stay informed of progress / needs by reading this weekly communiqué, visiting the informational board located to the left of the admin office, and coordinating with individual instructors as to pack up dates.  At this writing, Cardinale Movers will -- at the expense of the Monterey Peninsula Unified School District -- begin moving us on Monday, December 20th and it is expected that the "move operation" will require three days of support by Cardinale as well as parents.  Therefore, we would like to solidify volunteer support for those days now prior to breaking for the holiday.

Thank you to the following people for lending a hand on Saturday, December 4th: Coordinator: Steve Moore, Gina Bence, Vladimir Dobrokhodova, Dan Fernandez, Ashok  Gopinath, Philip Johnson, Allison Moran, Jaime Paredes, Doug Rodda, Darin Sorenson, Chris & Steve Pybas, Dan Rogers, Nick Trachsel and staffers Lisa Griffin Burns, Michael Dvorak, Chrissie Jahn, Rene Candia, Anna Moore, Alicia Wharton, and Danae Zytoskee.  On the student front, supporters included Sean Burns, Nicolette and Conor Jahn, Cameron and Kerra Rodda, Lizzie Saunderson, and Sophy Sorenson.  Thanks, all for making these Saturdays fun and productive!

3.  LIBRARY’S PACKING UP TO MOVE!  Thanks to the following wonderful people: Karen Kushel and Cameron Mann, Scott Parrish, Pam Hopkins, Ed Mellinger,  Joe  Callaway, Laurie deVera, Anjana  Gopinath, Clara  Wang, Mary and Anna Welsh, Denise and Lesley Hasegawa, Alison Moran, Caterina Poehner, Venetia Rivera, and, of course, Sam "the Man" Buttrey  for their incredible help this past Saturday packing up all the books in ISM’s Library!?  Library Chairperson described their support and enthusiasm as “almost overwhelming!”  The food was delicious, the company delightful, and before they knew it, all of the shelves were empty!?  Thanks to your help the Library is almost ready to move to Manzanita.  Now, if anyone is up for painting the Manzanita library, let Elinda Hardy know at elindah@yahoo.com.

4.   HOLIDAY SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR:  
A cold wind is blowing through ISM’s halls;
The frost is settling on the Library walls; and it’s almost time for the Snowmen to say: 
“The Winter Holiday Book Fair is on its way!  It will blow in on Thursday, December 9th
Chillin’ and Freezin’ through ISM’s Winter Holiday Program Night.
At this time, we are also looking for a few “elves” to help us staff our Winter Holiday book sale.  Volunteer elves will help us set up, sell, and/or pack up books at the conclusion of the fair.  If you are interested, please sign up on the volunteer sheet posted outside the library door or please contact Janice Barker @ 384-5524 or Yvette Satchell @ 372-7063.

5.  ISM ART SHOW:  For the entire month of December, there will be art work displayed from 29 ISM students, grades 3 – 5, at the Bagel Bakery located on Forest Avenue in Pacific Grove.  The pieces on display were created during art classes and feature pen and pencil drawings of flower bouquets and as well as photographs.  Enjoy the show over a lip-smacking bagel sandwich.  We would like to thank Christine Colon, mother of Kindergartner Camille and 3rd grader Adam Colon, for assisting “Mr. D.” in making this show a reality!  

6.  WINTER CONCERT EXTRAVAGANZA:  Under the energizing direction of Music instructor Michael Dvorak, we will be holding our upcoming Winter Concert Extravaganza entitled “Ocean of Rhythms, Sea of Voices” at the Manzanita site on THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16TH at 6:30 p.m.  The concert should be a show-stopper and one of the more unique holiday special events held to date, so mark your calendars now!  As a staff, we are obviously getting excited about our impending move and the increased programming options available at our new location, to include the multiuse room complete with a stage, wings, and storage space!  Drama teacher Anna Moore, Instrumental Music instructor Bill Gee, and Spanish instructor Rene Candia have collaborated closely with "Mr. D" on this concert and created a wonderful vehicle to showcase our students' talents.  This will be an evening not to miss, as we not only celebrate the diversity of music, but also our move to the beautiful Manzanita site.  We look forward to seeing many of you there!  Please refer to item below for rehearsal time and date.

7.  REHEARSAL SCHEDULED THIS SATURDAY FOR HOLIDAY PROGRAM:  To adequately prepare the final logistics and staging for next Thursday’s Winter Holiday Program, we are asking that as many students as possible participate in this Saturday’s rehearsal scheduled for December 11th at Manzanita from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.  As mentioned above, we will also have a work day underway at that time, so this is a great opportunity for folks as yet unfamiliar with this site to drop off youngsters at the multiuse rooms, pitch in to help in the pod classroom, take a tour of the campus, and / or get some off-campus shopping done while the rehearsal is underway.  We look forward to enthusiastic participation in this rehearsal.  Once again, if you do not plan on being in town or having your child participate in the holiday program, please drop “Mr. D.” a courtesy notification per his email at mdvorak@ismonterey.org.

8.  WINTER HOLIDAY PROGRAM: A POETIC CALL FOR FOOD (SECOND NOTICE):  By parent volunteer, Christine Colon (mother of Kindergartner Camille and 3rd grader Adam Colon)

In true ISM tradition at this time of year, we celebrate with winter yummies and lots of good cheer!
Our theme being “Oceans of Rhythms, Sea of Voices” with delicacies from near and far.
So, dust off Grandma’s recipes and do not bring take-out or something out of a jar.
Just to mention, keep it finger foods please like “Drumbeat Divinity” or “Cha Cha Chocolaties”.
Please check with your child’s teacher for the according dishes.
We wish you and yours peace and plenty of good wishes!

9.  HOLIDAY SLEEPOVER AT ISM:  Holiday greetings, Moms and Dads!  Now is the time that the holidays really start heating up with extra shopping and projects to do, parties to attend, etc.  Do you need a break to enjoy an evening to yourselves, have a real “date night” to go to the movies, wrap presents at home without curious eyes about, or just stay home to enjoy “It’s a Wonderful Life” for the 10th consecutive year?  If so, you’re in luck as ISM is hosting a sleepover Saturday on Saturday, December 11th beginning at 4:00 p.m. Until Sunday morning, December 12th at 9:00 a.m. In our Larkin multiuse room.  Hosts for this sleepover event will be none other than the inimitable Sally Burns and Lisa Wichel-Loomis.  Pajama-clad participants will be treated to dinner, crafts, a movie, entertaining bedtime stories, and the kicker....homemade pancakes for Sunday morning breakfast!  The cost is $25 for the sleepover or $20 for evening activities ony and checks can be made payable to “Sally Burns”.  To register, please complete the flyer forwarded home last week or pick up a fresh one on the credenza across from the copy room.  Contact Mrs. Burns at sburns@ismonterey.org for additional information.

10.  AFTERSCHOOL INTERNATIONAL (ASI) KICKS OFF TEDDY BEAR DRIVE (SECOND NOTICE): Following on the heels of the super-successful school-wide food drive conducted over the past few weeks, the ASI youngsters will be switching their community-mindedness to organizing and promoting a teddy bear drive.  Each holiday season, it is important that we take some time out from the hustle and bustle to consider those less fortunate; this teddy bear drive will continue to allow us to do that.  All unwrapped donated NEW teddy bears can be dropped off at various collection bins about the campus and will forwarded to the Monterey County Sheriff’s Department for distribution to youngsters in crisis over the holidays.  The deadline to contribute is Wednesday, December 15th.  Contact ASI program provider, Lisa Wichael-Loomis, at 647-9111 or lwlooomis@ismonterey.org for more information.
 
11.  JANUARY 2005 KORYO TAEKWONDO PROGRAM AT ISM:  ISM has been fortunate to have an onsite taekwondo program for the past year and a half, originally under the direction of last year’s Grade 4 instructor Mr. Michael Bailey and now under the tutelage of Mr. Daniel Rogers, 4th degree W.T.F. and international referee.  This coming Friday, December 10th, he will be conducting promotional testing for the students who have been active in the program over the last several months.  Following successful testing, there will be room for additional new students in the beginner’s class on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 3:15 to 4:15 p.m.  The 2005 classes will resume at the Manzanita site directly on Tuesday, January 4th.  Mr. Rogers will be limiting the new class size to 20 students, so if interested in registering your child for this beneficial afterschool activity, please contact him at MasterR@mac.com prior to holiday break.  Enrollment will be accepted on a first come, first serve basis.  The benefits of taekwondo are not only exercise related; they also include improve self-esteem, respect, and discipline characteristics among participants.  It’s a real kick!

****************************************************************************************************************************
ISM Foundation News


1. FAMILY FAIR SHARE PROGRAM UPDATE

        TOTAL PLEDGES TO DATE:        in excess of $45,000

        Family Participation:         29% of ISM families



2. MERCHANT REBATE PROGRAMS

SCRIP ADVANTAGE (This is not E-scrip)

The Foundation is participating in an ongoing fundraising program called Scrip Advantage.  Information packets went home last Wednesday.  Extra packets are available on the information table in the hall outside the office.  Using the SCRIP gift cards for the retailers where you normally shop, you will benefit ISM, as a percentage of your purchase amount is collected by the ISM Foundation. It costs you nothing but the school makes money.  We hope that everyone participates.  

The SCRIP gift cards can be used by you every day and they make great gifts for the holidays (they are the same cards many of you buy as gifts in the stores). Place your orders in the Foundation drop box (across the hall from the office) with checks made out to the ISM Foundation by Friday, Dec. 10th. All orders must include payment by check. 

Next Friday, Dec. 17th, will be the final SCRIP delivery before the Christmas break - so turn in your orders by this Friday! 

E-SCRIP AND SCHOOLPOP

You can also register securely with E-Scrip (www.escrip.com) and School Pop (www.schoolpop.com) to make sure all your credit card purchases earn a rebate for ISM.

MAGAZINE DRIVE

We are also kicking off a two-week magazine drive which starts today, Dec. 6th.   Magazine Drive packets are being distributed today through student take-home folders. We will take orders through the 17th.  The school makes 50% on every magazine subscription, so please buy your favorite publications through our magazine drive.  These make great gifts!

WORLD NEIGHBORHOOD GALA, FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 2005.

Call for volunteers in the following areas:

Making follow-up phone calls to businesses that have received a letter requesting a donation

Identifying out-of-town businesses (hotels, spas, restaurants, destinations) to donate to the Gala auction

Contacting wineries to donate to the Gala auction

Sourcing services and materials to put together into a kitchen/bath remodel auction package

Sourcing high dollar value items to be auctioned (for example:  plasma screen TV, jewelry, piano, cruise, vacation package)

***************************************************************************************************************************************
ISM Community Message Board


This is a new offering in the ISM Weekly Newsbrief.  This section is for non-ISM activities and events of interest to our school community.  If you have an activity that you are supporting and wish to share with the ISM Community, please submit details on the news item to Erin by the Thursday prior to the week when you would like to see the item appear.  You can bring your items into the office in hard copy, or you can email them to Erin at emorita@ismonterey.org.

YOUTH MUSIC MONTEREY HOLIDAY GALA

The Youth and Honors Orchestras of Youth Music Monterey will be performing a classical holiday concert for the public on Weds., Dec. 8 at 7PM in Merrill Hall at the Asilomar  Conference Grounds. $5.00, payable at the door, includes general seating at the concert plus a reception.

A special dinner seating at 5:30PM precedes the event.  The cost for dinner, the reception and reserved seating at the concert is $20.00 per adult, $15.00 per child/student.  Dinner reservations are required; please call 831/642-4205.

For more information visit www.youthmusicmonterey.org/holiday or call 831/375-1992.

2004 WARM COAT COLLECTION

The Girl Scouts are collecting gently used coats at Del Monte Center November 27, 2004 – January 8, 2005 every Saturday from 11AM-3PM in front of Macy’s. All coats will be cleaned and repaired by Country Club Cleaners, then given to a local family in need.

2ND SLAM POETRY COMPETITION AT MORGAN’S

Come one, come all to the slam poetry competition at Morgan’s Coffee and Tea (498 Washington St. in downtown Monterey) this Friday at 5 PM. Watch as 5th – 7th graders “lay down” their poems as they compete for a cool cash prize!

BALLET FANTASQUE’S NUTCRACKER

Ballet Fantasque performs with guest stars from Western Ballet in the Nutcracker, a magical holiday event.  Three shows:  Saturday, December 18, 2PM and 7PM; Sunday, December 19, 2PM, at the Performing Arts Center of Santa Catalina School.  To reserve your seats call 372-0388.

AUDITIONS

Seven young actors and actresses, ages 8-15, are needed for a production of “The Velveteen Rabbit,” to be directed by ISM’s very own Alicia Wharton. Auditions will be held at the MPC Theater on December 11-12, 1-4PM.  Rehearsals start February 25, and the show plays at the MPC Theater for three weeks, from Thursday, April 9, through Sunday, April 24.  Students must be in good academic standing, and prepared for the significant time commitment of weekday evening rehearsals.  If your child is qualified and interested in auditioning, please contact Ms. Wharton to obtain pages of the script to study. For further information please contact Ms. Wharton:  AJWharton77@aol.com; phone 883-9253.
	DECEMBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, DEC 6 - 
FRI, DEC 10
	AFTERSCHOOL REMEDIATION PROGRAM CONTINUES
	7:30 – 7:45 AM (K-3)

3:00 – 3:30 PM (4-7)
	

	WED, DEC 8TH 
	DEADLINE TO ORDER PIZZA FUNDRAISER!!!!

afterschool chess program CONTINUES

SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL MEETING

ISM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
	3:45 – 4:45 PM

5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	THURS, DEC 9TH 
	KICKOFF OF SCHOLASTIC BOOKFAIR

GRADE 3 WHALE WATCHING FIELDTRIP
	9:20 AM – 12 NOON

	FRI, DEC 10TH 
	TAEKWONDO TESTING 

2ND SLAM POETRY COMPETITION, MORGANS COFFEEHOUSE
	3:15 – 4:15 PM

5:00 PM



	SAT, DEC 11TH
	rehearsal for winter holiday program at manzanita

DECEMBER saturday site work day AT MANZANITA!
	9:30 AM – 10:30 PM

9:30 AM – 1:00 AM

	WED, DEC 15TH
	DEADLINE TO CONTRIBUTE TO TEDDY BEAR DRIVE
	

	THURS, DEC 16TH
	WINTER HOLIDAY PROGRAM (SCHEDULED FOR MANZANITA MULTIUSE ROOM)
	6:30 PM

	FRI, DEC 17TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY / PIZZA FUNDRAISER
	

	MON, DEC 20TH –
MON, JAN 3RD, 2005
	WINTER HOLIDAY BREAK


	NO SCHOOL!

	JANUARY 2005
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, JAN 3RD, 2005
	HOLIDAY
	NO SCHOOL!

	TUES, JAN 4TH
	SCHOOL RESUMES AT MAnzanita
	REVISED TIME:
8:20 AM – 3:0 PM

	SAT, JAN 8TH
	JANUARY saturday site work day AT MANZANITA

OPEN HOUSE FOR 2005-06 SCHOOL YEAR
	9:30 AM – 1:00 PM

2:00 – 4:30 PM

	WED, JAN 12TH 
	SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL MEETING

ISM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	TUES, JAN 18TH
	DEADLINE TO SUBMIT APPLICATION FOR ENROLLMENT WINDOW #1
	5:00 PM

	FRI, JAN 28TH
	AFTERSCHOOL DRAMA PROGRAM PRESENTATION
	TBD

	MON, JAN 31ST 
	ENROLLMENT WINDOW #1 LOTTERY (FOR APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BETWEEN 11/1/04 – 1/18/05 FOR 2005-06)
	5:00 PM


International School of Monterey   P.O. Box 711, Monterey, CA 93942-0711
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