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Weekly News Brief 

Monday, November 29th, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning November 29th, 2004.  Do take the time to read this document regularly to stay abreast of ISM happenings relevant to your family.  Please note that the ISM news brief will now be distributed to ISM families primarily via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving time and money.  We appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the information contained in this document.  To request hardcopy notification, please contact editor Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org. 


1. WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME TO ISM!  These are the opening lines of our original composition performed at Tuesday assemblies to welcome all of our new students.  This week, ISM students and staff will be joining together with gusto to welcome 5 (yes, five!) students who have transferred to ISM: Sabrina Barrymore (Miss Diamond’s Grade 2), Blyth Barrymore and Samantha dela Victoria (Grade 5), and Cherish dela Victoria (Grade 7) all began today (11/29/04) and Vincent Macshate (Dr. Carber’s Grade 3) who tomorrow will join his older sister, Ayana (already enrolled in Grade 7) as a student at ISM.  We invite all of you to assist in making these students and their families: Rebecca and John Barrymore, Cherry and Efren dela Victoria, and Yashau and Vincent Macshate feel fully welcomed into our school community.  We now only have 3 spots available in our program -- one in Grade 2 and two in Grade 6 – until we reach full enrollment.  As we have throughout this school year, we will continue to work with waiting list families to fill these vacancies and ideally complete this process prior to the upcoming move to Manzanita (see Item #3 below).


2. DEPARTING STUDENTS:  Sadly, we bid adieu and good luck to two departing students last week that will be transitioning to home schooling under the tutelage of their mother/teacher, Michelle Cry.  Siblings Shannon Cry (Grade 3) and her brother Garrett Cry (Grade 6) completed a chapter of their education last Friday after spending 2 1/2 and 2 years here, respectively and said goodbye to their friends and instructors before beginning their Thanksgiving break.  We wish them much luck in the future and that they benefit greatly from their new learning environment.  Thanks for the memories!


3. MANZANITA MOVE:  For the third consecutive Saturday, a hearty band of 18 ISM parents, staff, plus students, including Raven and Mercury Compagno, Leslie Hasegawa, Elana Kline, and Kyle Worcester-Moore gathered at Manzanita Elementary to continue construction-related work at our soon-to-be new campus.  Lending their talents under Mrs. Jahn’s leadership were: Rene Candia, Peter John Curatolo, Vladimir Dobrokhodova, Paul Gaucher, Chris Hasegawa and his son Matthew, Phil Johnson, Lisa Kline, Nik Meyers, Steve Moore and Suzie Worcester, Carmi and Doug Pegher, Doug Rodda, Richard Wagner, and Lisa Wichael-Loomis and friend Paul.  Due to their efforts, much progress was made on framing, placing and attaching the remaining walls.  In order to finish sound-proofing, paneling, and sheetrocking the new-added walls, not to mention painting these and other walls, cleaning and organizing, and moving supplies to the site, we will continue to hold work days each Saturday throughout the month of December.  Ask anyone who took time out of their Thanksgiving weekend (as well as the previous two Saturdays) to pitch in on Saturday morning, the camaraderie and positive feeling generated by these work days is invigorating, so we invite others to join us at Manzanita from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. over the coming weeks.  Experience the “sensation” first-hand and catch the growing enthusiasm about our move to Manzanita.  To clarify, we are fully preparing for a move early in the December break and to open our doors at 8:20 a.m. on Tuesday, January 4th at our newly adopted Manzanita campus!  To help, please contact Site co-coordinator Steve Moore at steve_moore@csumb.edu to register your interest, find out details about on-going projects, what tools are needed, etc.  We will continue to keep you abreast of developments in the coming weeks via the news brief as well as emails directly from Steve to the ISM community.  We look forward to seeing you there….and as always, youngsters are most welcome to help!

4. SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF:  Señorita Candia, our beaming Spanish 1C, 2A, 3A instructor, and Instructional Aide to Dr. C/Mr. D and Ms. West, is the recipient of this week’s spotlight on staff.  She began at the International School in September 2003, with a can-do attitude and always a smile.  We are learning more about her love of technology through the many new web-based activities she has created for our Spanish students and some of us are beginning to get a feel for her artistic touch through the Spanish Dance SEM she is currently leading.  What many may not know, however, is that she graduated from our local Pacific Grove High School before returning to her native Bolivia for University, where she received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics.  She has taught English as a Second Language in Bolivia and was a home school Spanish instructor here locally before coming to the International School.  She is currently working on finishing her multiple-subject credential through Chapman University and we are delighted to have such a sunny personality on our staff.

5. MORE SPANISH WEBSITES!:  Check out the latest website at http://www.quia.com/pages/espa67.html created by the talented, hard-working Spanish Department designed specifically for ISM’s 6th and 7th grade students.  Senior Candia strongly recommends that they take time at home to explore the Spanish games and fun available when they visit this website.  So, log on and have test your Spanish skills.

6. SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL (SSC) ELECTION RESULTS:  The results are in and the newly parent-elected SSC member is Kim Campbell, mother of 4th grader Conor Campbell, who will be joining new staff members Beth West, Grade 4 instructor, and Alicia Wharton, Instructional Aide on the council.  Their terms of service officially begin with the Wednesday, January 12th meeting.  Congratulations to Kim, thank you also to Glen Gabel for stepping up to run, thank you to Beth and Alicia for their additional commitment, and thank you to those of you who took the time to fill out a ballot and return it to the office by Friday, November 19th (before the Thanksgiving break).

6. AFTERSCHOOL TUTORING PROGRAM:  We are pleased to announce that ISM's new after school remediation services began last week.  Some students have registered to attend the K-3 sessions from 7:20 -7:50 a.m., while a group of older students are attending immediately after school from 3:15 - 3:35 p.m.  Two ISM teachers, Ms. Reimer and Ms. Touryan, have been hired to lead the sessions. The tutoring is free, thanks to state funding.  This will not change, but it is important that attendance be regular since the level of funding is based on average daily attendance in this remediation program.  We are adding Accelerated Reader to our School wide set of resources; this will be one of the tools used to help those students attending remediation for reading-related reasons.  To enroll your child, please pick up one of the green sheets available on the credenza near the office.  Contact Curriculum Coordinator Steve Carber at scarber@ismonterey.org for more information.

7. UNIFORM POLICY;  As we launch into our fourth month of school, we wanted to kindly ask students and parents to keep in mind that we do have a strict dress code policy here at ISM which we expect that students will follow daily, except for Free Dress Fridays.  This includes khaki and navy colored, non-logo items of an appropriate size and length.  Shoes, too, must be solid brown, black, navy, or white – and LOGO FREE.  Chances are if you have to question whether an item is “uniform-appropriate”, it is not….or contact staff in the office to verify.  A common uniform violation involves shorts or pants with cargo pockets, eye-catching jewelry or headwear, and logo-ed shoes.  We do take pride in emphasizing ISM’s unique and rigorous curriculum and that students are encouraged to express their creativity and individual talents through their on-going and active academic participation versus their clothing style.  Please note that staff will be issuing uniform violation notices for students found to be out of compliance and possibly removing those students to the admin office to request parental support or to be re-dressed based on additional clean uniform items maintained on site for just these circumstances.

8. “THE HEART OF AFRICA” AFRICAN SOIREE:  ISM parent and Foundation Board member, Marie Butcher (mother of 3rd grader Suraya Essi), traveled to Africa this past summer and would like to share her experiences and passions for photography and art via a unique special event on Friday, December 3rd, beginning at 6:00 p.m. in the multiuse room.  She will open the evening with a slide show presentation featuring photos from an East African safari and visits by Marie to schools in Kenya and Tanzania…and yes, there will be pictures of giraffes, lions, and zebras.  Participants will be introduced to “The Africa Project” representing correspondence with students from Kenya and Tanzania as well as view first-hand amazing art work created by African and ISM students in conjunction with this project.  If inspired by the artwork on display, attendees can jump in and help create an African-style “Tree of Peace”, a 3-D art installation made out of paper mache.  When completed, it will be installed at the Monterey Conference Center for First Night (December 31st) visitors to view.  Come be part of this community art project, add your own artistic touch while unwinding to the invigorating beats of African music and communing with fellow ISMers!


9. HOLIDAY SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR:  

A cold wind is blowing through ISM’s halls;
The frost is settling on the Library walls; and it’s almost time for the Snowmen to say: 
“The Winter Holiday Book Fair is on its way!  It will blow in on Thursday, December 9th
Chillin’ and Freezin’ through ISM’s Winter Holiday Program Night.”


At this time, we are also looking for a few “elves” to help us staff our Winter Holiday book sale.  Volunteer elves will help us set up, sell, and/or pack up books at the conclusion of the fair.  If you are interested, please sign up on the volunteer sheet posted outside the library door or please contact Janice Barker @ 384-5524 or Yvette Satchell @ 372-7063.


10. DRAMA DEPT NEEDS CARPENTERS / MATERIAL (SECOND NOTICE):  Miss Anna, ISM’s Drama instructor has ideas, ideas, ideas for her program and needs volunteer help to turn them into a reality.  A carpenter (or someone with similar skills) is needed to help build a shadow puppet stage.  Miss Anna would also like to request donations of black fabric material for making capes.  A huge thank you goes to all the families who responded to her previous calls for costumes and props.  Response was immediate and a nice variety of items were collected.  Miss Anna can be reached as amoore@ismonterey.org should you be able to help with either requests listed above.


11. WINTER BREAK SURVEY (THIRD NOTICE):  Miss Lisa Wichael-Loomis who provides the hot lunch program, After School International, as well as holiday break camps is considering running a winter holiday camp December 20th – 23rd with a possible Tribal Arts theme (mud painting, aboriginal art, native American dream catchers).  She is asking that parents who may have a need for daily childcare during this time to please indicate your interest and time preference (8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. or 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.) for the camp to her directly.  A minimum of 10 youngsters is needed for the program to be financially viable as well as more interesting for participants attending.  Contact her in the coming days at lwloomis@ismonterey.org to register your interest.  If there is a lack of need, obviously, the program will not be offered.  


12. CALL FOR ORNAMENTS FOR ISM’S HOLIDAY TREE (SECOND NOTICE):  In an effort to get ornaments for ISM's holiday tree, we are requesting that each ISM student donate one ornament / decoration that reflects how s/he celebrates the holiday season (i.e., Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Chinese New Year, etc.).  When donating, please consider something appropriately sized so that it is not too large to hang on a typical tree limb.  We would certainly like to encourage youngsters to hand make their decorations and sign their names to their creations before submitting them.  Each classroom will be outfitted with a collection container for the donated items.  We are looking to create a wonderfully unique collection of holiday decorations that will well reflect the diversity in our community.  For further information, contact organizer Janice Barker at barkerjf1@sbcglobal.net.

13. WINTER HOLIDAY PROGRAM: A POETIC CALL FOR FOOD: By parent volunteer Christine Colon
In true ISM tradition at this time of year, we celebrate with winter yummies and lots of good cheer!  
Our theme being “Diversity in Music” with delicacies from near and far.
So, dust off Grandma’s recipes and don’t bring take-out or something out of a jar.
Just to mention, keep it finger food please like “Drumbeat Divinity” or “Cha, Cha Chocolaties”
Please check with your child’s teacher for the according dishes.
We wish you and yours peace and plenty of good wishes!

Note: The Winter Holiday program will be held on Thursday, December 16th at 6:30 p.m. and staff is tentatively planning on offering this culminating holiday at the Manzanita campus.  For those families who will not be attending the winter concert, Music instructor Mr. “D” kindly requests that you forward that information to him at mdvorak@ismonterey.org or sign up on the form located just inside the admin office.  This feedback is beneficial to him as he plans the details of student performances for that evening. 

14. AFTERSCHOOL INTERNATIONAL (ASI) KICKS OFF TEDDY BEAR DRIVE:  Following on the heels of the super-successful school-wide food drive conducted over the past few weeks, the ASI youngsters will be switching their community-mindedness to organizing and promoting a teddy bear drive.  Each holiday season, it is important that we take some time out from the hustle and bustle to consider those less fortunate; this teddy bear drive will continue to allow us to do that.  All unwrapped donated NEW teddy bears can be dropped off at various collection bins about the campus and will forwarded to the Monterey County Sheriff’s Department for distribution to youngsters in crisis over the holidays.  The deadline to contribute is Wednesday, December 15th.  Contact ASI program provider, Lisa Wichael-Loomis, at 647-9111 or lwlooomis@ismonterey.org for more information.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


ISM Foundation News

Two new fundraisers from The ISM Foundation:

SCRIP (This is not Escrip)

The Foundation is starting an ongoing fundraising program called SCRIP.  You will receive a packet about it on Tuesday.  We hope you take some time to read it thoroughly and give it a try.  You will be able to purchase SCRIP (gift cards) for the retailers where you normally shop.  The Foundation will be able to keep a percentage of every purchase you make with SCRIP.  It costs you nothing, but the school makes money.  We hope that everyone participates.  

The SCRIP (gift cards) can be used by you every day and they make great gifts for the holidays (they are the same cards many of you buy as gifts in the stores).  Your packet will include a welcome letter, a list of retailers, and an order form.  The first orders need to be in the Foundation drop box (across the hall from the office) with checks by Friday, December 3rd and the SCRIP (gift cards) will be distributed by Friday, December 10th.  We will distribute order forms Friday, December 10th for SCRIP to be distributed by Friday, December 17th.  All orders must include payment by check and should be dropped in the Foundation drop box. 

The foundation will only have two SCRIP deliveries before the Christmas break , so do not delay!  Remember, this is free money for our kids!!

MAGAZINE DRIVE

We are also kicking off a two-week magazine drive, which will start on December 6th.  We will distribute Magazine Drive packets on Monday the 6th and will take orders through the 17th.  The school makes 50% on every magazine subscription, so please save up and buy them through our magazine drive.  These make great gifts!

ISM Community Message Board

This is a new offering in the ISM Weekly News brief.  This section is for non-ISM activities and events of interest to our school community.  If you have an activity that you are supporting and wish to share with the ISM Community, please submit details on the news item to Erin by the Thursday prior to the week when you would like to see the item appear.  You can bring your items into the office in hard copy, or you can email them to Erin at emorita@ismonterey.org.

YOUTH MUSIC MONTEREY HOLIDAY GALA

The Youth and Honors Orchestras of Youth Music Monterey will be performing a classical holiday concert for the public on Wed., December 8th  at 7:00 PM in Merrill Hall at the Asilomar Conference Grounds.  $5.00, payable at the door, includes general seating at the concert plus a reception.

A special dinner seating at 5:30 PM precedes the event.  The cost for dinner, the reception and reserved seating at the concert is $20.00 per adult, $15.00 per child/student.  Dinner reservations are required; please call 831/642-4205.

For more information visit www.youthmusicmonterey.org/holiday or call 831/375-1992.

2004 WARM COAT COLLECTION

The Girl Scouts are collecting gently used coats at Del Monte Center November 27, 2004 – January 8, 2005 every Saturday from 11 AM-3 PM in front of Macy’s.  All coats will be cleaned and repaired by Country Club Cleaners, then given to a local family in need.

	DECEMBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, NOV 29 - 
THURS, DEC 2
	AFTERSCHOOL REMEDIATION PROGRAM CONTINUES
	7:30 – 7:45 AM (K-3)

3:00 – 3:30 PM (4-7)
	

	WED, DEC 1ST 
	DEADLINE TO ORDER hot lunch for 
12/6 –10 

GRADE 2 MONTEREY BAY BOAT EXCURSION / FIELDTRIP

gala organizational meeting #2
	10: 30 AM – 11:30 AM

6:00 PM



	FRI, DEC 3RD 
	“THE HEART OF AFRICA” AFRICAN SOIREE
	6 – 8 PM

	WED, DEC 8TH 
	DEADLINE TO ORDER PIZZA FUNDRAISER!!!!

afterschool chess program RESUMES today!

SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL MEETING

ISM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
	3:45 – 4:45 PM

5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	THURS, DEC 9TH 
	KICK OFF OF SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 
	

	SAT, DEC 11TH
	DECEMBER saturday site work day AT MANZANITA!
	9:30 AM – 1:00 PM

	WED, DEC 15TH
	DEADLINE TO CONTRIBUTE TO TEDDY BEAR DRIVE
	

	THURS, DEC 16TH
	WINTER HOLIDAY PROGRAM (TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR MANZANITA MULTIUSE ROOM)
	6:30 PM

	FRI, DEC 17TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY / PIZZA FUNDRAISER
	

	MON, DEC 20TH –
MON, JAN 3RD, 2005
	WINTER HOLIDAY BREAK


	NO SCHOOL!

	JANUARY 2005
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	TUES, JAN 4TH, 2005
	SCHOOL RESUMES AT MAnzanita
	REVISED TIME:
8:20 AM – 3:0 PM

	WED, JAN 12TH 
	SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL MEETING

ISM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	FRI, JAN 28TH
	AFTERSCHOOL DRAMA PROGRAM PRESENTATION
	TBD
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