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Weekly News Brief 

Monday, November 15, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning November 15th, 2004.  Do take the time to read this document regularly to stay abreast of ISM happenings relevant to your family.  Please note that the ISM news brief will now be distributed to ISM families primarily via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving time and money.  We appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the information contained in this document.  To request hardcopy notification, please contact editor Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org. 


1. WELCOME NEW STUDENT:  Please join me in welcoming Luke Kim, a new 5th grade student to ISM, who started last Monday, November 8th.  After observing on Friday, October 29th and seeing both our academic program in the morning and our festive Halloween celebration in the afternoon, he and his parents, Michael and Moonyoung Kim, decided to transfer Luke to ISM from private school.  His good friend and fellow classmate, Ian Hinkle, helped Luke make a smooth transition to campus.  As tradition has it, our entire staff and student body officially saluted Luke at last Tuesday’s assembly with our “ISM Welcome Song” – which we will be doing again next Tuesday after three more students join us in grades 2, 5, and 6 on Monday, November 22nd!  


2. SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL (SSC) BALLOTS:  This week elections for the SSC are taking place and we are happy to report that two new parents to our community have stepped up to run for the one open spot: Kim Campbell (mother of Conor, 4th grade) and Glen Gabel (father of the other Connor, 4th grade, and Cody, 7th grade). To cast your vote, please fill out the ballot on page 6 of this newsletter and return to the admin office by this Friday, November 19th, 2004. 


3. SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF: Former ISM drama instructor and current 2nd/3rd, 6th, & 7th grade instructional aide, Ms. Alicia Wharton, takes center stage today in our spotlight on staff.  Her young years belie her experience in education.  She can often be seen working one-on-one with students in the resource room, or jumping in to teach a lesson for a teacher.  She has acted in and behind the scenes in multiple Monterey Peninsula College productions and has an excellent rapport with all students, but in particular with the middle schoolers.  Perhaps her cool dance moves at our recent Halloween festival aided in that area!  Ms. Wharton received her Bachelors in Drama from UC Santa Barbara and is currently working on her multiple-subject teaching credential.  Any free time she finds, she spends with her beautiful 2-yr old daughter Eve. 

4. DANCING THROUGH THE DECADES:  Get our your blue suede shoes, leather jacket, poodle skirt, disco ball, and, of course, your dancing feet for tomorrow’s delightful Dancing Through the Decades family event hosted by Mrs. Pegher!  Sadly, this will Mrs. Pegher’s final special event here at ISM as her last day will be next Tuesday, November 23rd.  She will be joined by Ms. Julie Livingston who will be job-shadowing Mrs. Pegher this week and taking over the P.E. program following her departure.  We held this same event last year and it was a great hit with the parents outlasting their offspring as they “hustled, twisted and shimmied” the evening away!  So, put aside your pre-holiday “to do” list and join us tomorrow evening from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. in the multiuse room for a restorative, fun-filled family experience.


5. PARKING LOT ETIQUETTE AND PROTOCOL;  Just a gentle reminder to use patience, common courtesy, and a good sense of humor particularly during the afternoon pick up process.  We have established two lanes of traffic whereby parents with students in Grades K-3 (or those with siblings in those grades) follow the lane adjacent to the large chain link fence (dividing the playground and the parking lot) and pick up at the lower gate and those with students in Grades 4-7 circle around and pick up at the large gate across from Room 8.  Parents – for whatever reason -- please do not park your vehicle in either of these lanes as doing so blocks the smooth flow of traffic and raises the blood pressure of staff and fellow community members!  So, please be considerate and if you need to take a moment on campus, please park your car in the parking lot, on Monroe Street, or on Seeno Street.  Thank you!

6. IS THAT A TAN HE HAS??:  Actually not, as ISM's Curriculum Coordinator, Dr. Steve Carber, recently returned from the Dominican Republic where he was busy representing the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) as an accreditation visiting team member for a private bilingual school in Santo Domingo.  Enrolled at this school were both the Dominican President's children as well as those of Red Sox player Pedro Martinez, who actually gifted each team member with an autographed ball!  Dr. Carber returns to ISM today with many new perspectives on the accreditation process, as ISM considers possible accreditation by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges in the near future.
   

7. SATURDAY WORK DAY / PREPARATIONS FOR MOVE TO MANZANITA:  Due to an internet connection failure last Friday, an email to parents confirming that last Saturday’s Work was taking place at Manzanita Elementary unfortunately did not go out.  We apologize for any confusion that may have resulted as several people did show up at our Larkin campus Saturday morning to participate in work day activities.  Thank you to Elinda Hardy for fielding those comments and questions and for those folks who stayed and helped her with the consistently daunting workload in the library!


Our first official Manzanita-based work day kicked off on Saturday with a dedicated and handy team of volunteers, composed primarily of folks with strong construction-related skills.  Wielding an enviable array of power tools, extension cords, and know-how, the team was lead by parent and architect, Phil Johnson, who together with Mrs. Jahn, has been in negotiation with the Monterey Peninsula Unified School District as to the best means of modifying the open classroom pod structure at Manzanita.  Joining Phil were students Zach Beydoun (Gr. 2), Anna Dobrokhodova (Gr. 6), Leslie Hasegawa (Gr. 7), Victoria Hutchins (Gr. 5), and Doug Johnson (Gr. 6), staffers Chrissie Jahn, Lisa Burns, and Anna Moore, ISM Board members Paul Gaucher, Chris Hasegawa and his wife Denise, and John Tilley, Saturday Work Day co-chair Steve Moore, and parents Yarrow Beydoun, Teresa and Peter John Curatolo, Vladimir Dobrokhodova, Michael Heller, Elizabeth and Harold Hutchins, Joe Olmo, and Darrin Sorenson.  Such progress and fun was had on Saturday qthat some of these dedicated individuals returned on Sunday for several hours to purchase additional supplies and complete one full classroom wall --  to be used as a successful model for the remaining five classrooms.  Thank you to all of you for giving up a significant portion of your weekend to this endeavor.  Assuming the successful completion of lease negotiations shortly with MPUSD, the goal of the administrative team here at ISM is to have all necessary construction, cleaning, and painting projects completed prior to the holiday break so that we would be able to focus solely on packing Larkin up, moving, and unpacking materials at Manzanita during the holidays -- a “doable goal” that hopefully still allows for ample enjoyment and relaxation over the holiday recess.

Additional individuals with the following skills are needed immediately for the Manzanita renovations: anyone with sheetrock (hanging, taping, and mud) experience, painters, and finish work carpenters (for hanging 8 doors).  Please contact both Saturday Work Day co-chairs Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org and Steve Moore at steve_moore@csumb.edu to offer your services.  For ease of volunteering, great effort will be made to work around your schedule(s).  We look forward to hearing from you.


8. DRAMA DEPT NEEDS CARPENTERS / MATERIAL:  Miss Anna, ISM’s Drama instructor has ideas, ideas, ideas for her program and needs volunteer help to turn them into a reality.  A carpenter (or someone with similar skills) is needed to help build a shadow puppet stage.  Miss Anna would also like to request donations of black fabric material for making capes.  A huge thank you goes to all the families who responded to her previous calls for costumes and props.  Response was immediate and a nice variety of items were collected.  Miss Anna can be reached as amoore@ismonterey.org should you be able to help with either requests listed above.


9. AFTERSCHOOL THEATER PROGRAM BEGINS TODAY: With the onset today of Maria Dawson’s after school drama program (slated for Mondays and Wednesdays beginning at 3:15 p.m.), she will formally transition from school-day Drama instructor to an independent contractor providing an enjoyable and well-received theater class for 4th through 7th graders!  She will continue to accept late registrations until she reaches a total of 15 students or until the 3rd class (Monday, November 22nd), after which she will close off registration.  Participants in her program will be exposed to acting techniques, movement, vocal exercises, stage direction and presence, theater games, script analysis, rehearsal, and performance – all in a positive and safe learning environment. Some of the incredible benefits of drama include: self-confidence, communication, self-expression, cooperation, creativity, and trust.  Once again, the fee to participate is $100 per student (average of $4.17 per class hour) twice a week (Mondays and Wednesdays) from November 15, 2004 – January 26, 2005.   Checks may be made payable to “Maria Dawson” and forwarded to the office on a first come-first served basis.  Contact Maria at maria.dawson@sbcglobal.net (revised email) for further information.  Students will participate in a culminating performance on Wednesday, January 28th for viewing by family members and friends.

10. SCHOOL DIRECTORY IN PROCESS (Reminder):  As we are experiencing success in recruiting new students to fill our remaining vacant slots, we are nearing publication of the ISM 2004-05 Directory.  In order for his document to be as accurate as possible, we ask that any address, email, or telephone updates be forwarded to Lisa Griffin Burns “pronto” at lburns@ismonterey.org.  In addition, those community members who do not want to be included in the directory for privacy or other reasons, contact us immediately.  In the next week or so, we will distribute a form with each family’s current information to review, make necessary changes, and approve or disapprove inclusion of that information in the directory.  This is a popular document that is seemingly well appreciated and well used by us all; however, we want to ensure that diligence is taken to make it complete, accurate, and in keeping with people’s personal wishes.

11. WINTER BREAK SURVEY:  Miss Lisa Wichael-Loomis who provides the hot lunch program, After School International, as well as holiday break camps is considering running a winter holiday camp December 20th – 23rd with a possible Tribal Arts theme (mud painting, aboriginal art, native American dream catchers).  She is asking that parents who may have a need for daily childcare during this time to please indicate your interest and time preference (8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. or 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.) for the camp to her directly.  A minimum of 10 youngsters is needed for the program to be financially viable as well as more interesting for participants attending.  Contact her in the coming days at lwloomis@ismonterey.org to register your interest.  If there is a lack of need, obviously, the program will not be offered.  


12. CALL FOR ORNAMENTS FOR ISM’S HOLIDAY TREE:  In an effort to get ornaments for ISM's holiday tree, we are requesting that each ISM student donate one ornament / decoration that reflects how s/he celebrates the holiday season (i.e., Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Chinese New Year, etc.).  When donating, please consider something appropriately sized so that it is not too large to hang on a typical tree limb.  We would certainly like to encourage youngsters to hand make their decorations and sign their names to their creations before submitting them.  Each classroom will be outfitted with a collection container for the donated items.  We are looking to create a wonderfully unique collection of holiday decorations that will well reflect the diversity in our community.  For further information, contact organizer Janice Barker at barkerjf1@sbcglobal.net. 

13. YOUTH MUSIC MONTEREY CONCERT:  Members of the ISM community are invited to share an afternoon of romantic music with the Youth Music Monterey orchestra at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 21st at Carmel’s newly-renovated and beautiful Sunset Center.  We are pleased to announce that four of our very own students -- violinists Mara Awerbuck (Grade 3), Enrique Garcia (Grade 4), Peter Mellinger (Grade 3) and clarinetist Garret Cry (Grade 6) -- will be featured in this delightful afternoon concert!  Doors will open at 2:30 p.m. and the concert will begin prompt at 3:00 p.m.  Tickets are available for $10 general admission and $5 for students.  For more information on this upcoming concert or the Youth Music Monterey organization, refer to their website at info@youthmusicmonterey.org.


14. AFTERSCHOOL INTERNATIONAL (ASI) CANNED FOOD DRIVE / MOVIE OUTING:  Incredibly, ISM families have now contributed nearly 900 pounds of canned goods and non-perishables to our holiday Food Drive benefiting the Food Bank of Monterey County.  This amount equates to three full barrels, two of which were overflowing and have already been collected by food bank personnel.  Miss Lisa and her ASI youngsters are hoping to collect enough non-perishables to fill two more barrels by Monday, November 22nd, prior to the Thanksgiving holiday and….with our collective help, this is a goal we can easily achieve.  So, if your family has not yet brought in the food drive paper bag full of items, make it a priority to do so this week and feel comforted in knowing that you are directly influencing the lives of less fortunate right here on the Monterey Peninsula!

Miss Lisa and her family (son, Mercury (Gr. K) and daughter Raven (Gr. 4) also invite you to join them in seeing the third ASI movie of the month this coming Saturday, November 20th at Del Monte Center’s Galaxy 6 theater.  ISM’ers will be gathering at 1:25 p.m. to see the SpongeBob SquarePants Movie (PG) at 1:40 p.m.  This is a full-length animated feature starring SpongeBob himself along with his trusty friends from Bikini Bottom and is based on the ever-popular Emmy-nominated TV series.  See you at the movies!


14. FREE DRESS / PIZZA FUNDRAISER FRIDAY:  Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, this coming Friday is Free Dress Friday and Pizza Fundraiser!  Getting your kids dressed for school that day should be a breeze as the theme is “PJ Day” and students, staff, and parents can come in their favorite pajama-ware (appropriate non-risqué styles only).  So, roll the kids out of bed, hand them their backpacks, and head them off to school!  Reminder: orders for the Pizza fundraiser lunch were due last week and no additional orders will be taken at this time.

15. HOT LUNCH PROGRAM: The December menu is now available.  If you are ordering a full lineup of lunches for December, please forward your order form to program provider Lisa Wicheal-Loomis by Tuesday, November 23rd.  Please place orders directly into Lisa’s cubby box in the copy room to ensure timely receipt of forms and money.  She can be contacted at lwloomis@ismonterey.org with program questions.

16. AFTERSCHOOL TUTORING PROGRAM (Reminder):  Remediation sessions for students needing Language Arts and Math help will now be available before and after school beginning next Monday, November 22nd!  Classroom instructors Miss Kim Reimer (Kindergarten) and Ms. Chantel Touryan (Grade 1) will be facilitating these sessions for (1) students identified by staff as likely to benefit from this service as well as (2) other students interested in extra help.  We are pleased to be able to offer this service free of charge to our families, as we are able to utilize CA state revenue funds to help underwrite program costs.  Families of students recommended for extra help simply need to fill out a participation form and return it to the office.  The anticipated daily session times are as follows: 15 minutes daily in the morning from 7:30 – 7:45 a.m. for Kindergarten – Grade 3 students and 30 minutes daily in the afternoon from 3:15 – 3:45 p.m. for Grades 4-7.  As this program is still in development, please stay tuned for program changes.  Contact Steve Carber at scarber@ismonterey.org for more information.

17. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:

· SPRING FUNDRAISING GALA:  Reminder: the initial planning meeting for this spring’s Gala fundraiser, the premier ISM fundraiser, is planned for today at 3:15 p.m. in the ISM library led by Gala chairperson, Laura Alladeen.  As Laura is often heard to announce, “together we can make a difference”, so come together now to see how you can make a difference in assisting with Gala preparations. Thank you!
· ISM BUSINESS DIRECTORY:  The ISM community is rich with diverse business interests and we often field requests for an ISM Community Business Directory that highlights these enterprises, many of whom contribute regularly and enthusiastically to ISM social and fundraising activities.  In order to make it easier to support these business, such as travel agents, artists, beauty salons owners, car washes, contractors, massage therapists, physicians, retailers and more, the ISM Foundation is organizing the creation and printing of the first ISM Business directory.  We mentioned this project last week, but received little response to a call for ads.  So, in addition to this note, please be on the lookout for an informational flyer coming home via your child’s folder detailing the options to either be listed by business category in the directory and/or to purchase a paid advertisement.  If interested, please complete all pertinent information and return it to ISM Foundation member, John Nahas, in the admin office no later than Wednesday, November 24th.  We are fortunate to have John serve as a front office volunteer 2-3 times per week on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, so he’s easy to find. To help offset the printing costs of both the business directory and the ISM Student Directory, we are offering business card size ads for $10 each for black and white and camera ready ads.  Alternatively, for $50, business owner can purchase a 5 1/2  x  8 1/2 ad.  For more information, contact John per email at nahasjohn@aol.com.
	NOVEMBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, NOV 15TH - 
FRI, NOV. 19TH 
	Week #2 of Student / Parent / teacher conferences
	By Appointment Per Teacher

	WED, NOV 10TH 
	DEADLINE TO ORDER hot lunch for 
11/22 –24 
	

	WEEK of NOV 15TH 

MON, NOV 15th - 
JAN 26TH 
	School Site Council (SSC) Elections 
AFTERSCHOOL THEATER program begins
	3:15 – 4:45 PM
ISM MULTIUSE RM

	TUES, NOV 16TH  
	DANCING THRU THE DECADES FOR GRADES K-7 
	5:30 – 7:00 PM

	THURS, NOV 18TH
	ISM FOUNDATIOIN BOARD MEETING 
	6:00 PM

	FRI, NOV 19TH 
	
SSC BALLOTS DUE

FREE DRESS FRIDAY / PIZZA FUNDRAISER 


	

	SAT, NOV 20TH 
	asi movie: spongebob squarepants movie
	1:40 PM

	MON, NOV. 22ND 
	AFTERSCHOOL REMEDIATION PROGRAM BEGINS

BRING IN THOSE CANNED GOODS TODAY!
	7:30 – 7:45 AM (K-3)

3:00 – 3:30 PM (4-7)



	TUES, NOV 23RD 
	MRS. PEGHER’S LAST DAY!  (
	

	WED, NOV 24TH 
	Deadline to submit entries for the Ism business directory

no afterschool chess program today!
	

	THURS, NOV 25TH &

FRI, NOV 26TH 
	THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
	NO SCHOOL!

	DECEMBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	WED, DEC 8TH 
	DEADLINE TO ORDER PIZZA FUNDRAISER!!!!
	

	SAT, DEC 11TH
	DECEMBER saturday site work day
	9:30 AM – 1:00 PM

	THURS, DEC 16TH
	WINTER HOLIDAY PROGRAM (MULTIUSE ROOM)
	6:30 PM

	FRI, DEC 17TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY / PIZZA FUNDRAISER
	

	MON, DEC 20TH –
MON, JAN 3RD, 2005
	WINTER HOLIDAY BREAK


	NO SCHOOL!

	TUES, JAN 4TH, 2005
	SCHOOL RESUMES
	8:00 AM – 3:00 PM
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School Site Council (SSC)


Parent Ballot





The SSC is an elected group of teachers, parents, and classified employees who work with the Director to develop, review, evaluate and allocate funds for school improvement programs. At elementary schools, the council must be constituted to ensure parity between (a) the principal, classroom teachers and other school personnel and (b) parents of pupils attending the school or other community members. Classroom teachers must comprise a majority of persons represented under section (a).  Except for the principal, council member must be chosen by their peer group. 





Please vote for only one (1) parent from the list below (blanks are for write-ins). Thank you for participating! 





Kim Campbell 


	Glen Gabel 


_________________


_________________








Kim Campbell is a new parent to the ISM community. Her son, Conor, is in Ms. West’s 4th grade class. She is a decorative artist with a quick wit and excited to be involved with ISM on a deeper level.





Glen Gabel’s family is also new to ISM this year. Sons Connor (4th grade) and Cody (7th grade) were homeschooled by Glen the past few years. He is a man who loves to laugh and is interested in diving into the ISM community.








�





School Site Council (SSC)


Parent Ballot





The SSC is an elected group of teachers, parents, and classified employees who work with the Director to develop, review, evaluate and allocate funds for school improvement programs. At elementary schools, the council must be constituted to ensure parity between (a) the principal, classroom teachers and other school personnel and (b) parents of pupils attending the school or other community members. Classroom teachers must comprise a majority of persons represented under section (a).  Except for the principal, council member must be chosen by their peer group. 





Please vote for only one (1) parent from the list below (blanks are for write-ins). Thank you for participating! 





Kim Campbell 


	Glen Gabel 


_________________


_________________








Kim Campbell is a new parent to the ISM community. Her son, Conor, is in Ms. West’s 4th grade class. She is a decorative artist with a quick wit and excited to be involved with ISM on a deeper level.





Glen Gabel’s family is also new to ISM this year. Sons Connor (4th grade) and Cody (7th grade) were homeschooled by Glen the past few years. He is a man who loves to laugh and is interested in diving into the ISM community.











International School of Monterey   P.O. Box 711, Monterey, CA 93942-0711

Tel:  (831) 647-1010     Fax: (831) 649-5471

