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Weekly News Brief 

Monday, November 8, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning November 8th, 2004.  Do take the time to read this document regularly to stay abreast of ISM happenings relevant to your family.  Please note that the ISM news brief will now be distributed to ISM families primarily via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving time and money.  We appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the information contained in this document.  To request hardcopy notification, please contact editor Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org. 


1. SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL (SSC) NOMINATIONS (Reminder):  Today is the last day to enter your nomination for the one open parent spot on the school site council. You may self-nominate or nominate someone else by writing or emailing Mrs. Jahn (cjahn@ismonterey.org).  This is a great way to fulfill those parent volunteer hours.  Ballots will be distributed the week of November 15th, and will be due by Friday, November 19th.

2. SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF:  For the second week in a row, we have the pleasure of welcoming and introducing a new staff person. With the imminent departure of Mrs. Peger (P.E.) (, we are delighted to have found her successor in Ms. Julie Livingston.  Ms. Livingston comes to us most recently from the Monterey Sports Center (the same path Mrs. Pegher took to us) where she worked as a Sports Specialist and Fitness Instructor.  She has over 10 years of experience working with children in a variety of settings and is described as being “passionate about teaching kids”.  Growing up in a military family, she is familiar with the need to adapt quickly to new situations and is apparently jumping in with both feet; she will be shadowing Mrs. Pegher throughout her last two weeks with us (Nov. 15th – 22nd).  She holds a Bachelor of Science in Health degree from the University of North Florida (where she was a competitive swimmer) and is currently pursuing a Masters of Business in Health Care Management.  Outside of work, Ms. Livingston competes in triathlons and still continues to swim – great SEM possibilities!  Please welcome Ms. Livingston!

3. ISM COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION: There will be an ISM Community Organization meeting on Wednesday, November 10th at 3:15 p.m. for anyone still struggling with the question “how do I get in my monthly volunteer time?”  By attending this meeting, you will have a great chance to sign on a committee for upcoming events, such as the Holiday Scholastic Book Fair and the Winter Holiday Program.   We will also be discussing other upcoming events and the full range of volunteer opportunities campus-wide as well.


4. SATURDAY WORK DAY:  Time does move fast these days!  It is already time once again for the November Saturday Work Day, which will be held this Saturday, November 13th from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  We are hopeful that we will be given access this weekend to Manzanita Elementary School to begin in earnest key construction projects, like building much-needed walls for the pod classrooms.  We do have a list of parents who have indicated an interest and willingness to help with such building-related projects at Manzanita; please reserve this time to help us should we be given the “green light” to proceed with work at our new site this Saturday.  Additional help is certainly needed, so register your interest with either Volunteer Coordinator Ellen Gaucher at elgaucher@sbcglobal.com or Business Administrator / Work Day Coordinator Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org.  During the course of the week, we will keep you apprised per email as to whether we will be meeting at Manzanita Elementary (1720 Yosemite Street) or here at the Larkin campus on Saturday morning.

5. TRACKING VOLUNTEER HOURS:  Volunteer Coordinator Ellen Gaucher would like to remind ISM community members to please register your volunteer hours for September / October in the Volunteer log book located just inside the door of the admin office.  This is now a parent responsibility, as she will not be transferring hours from our ISM sign-in log, used to document volunteers and visitors who are on campus at any given time, to the volunteer log.  So take a moment to do so in order to be credited your due volunteer hours.  As we say so often, we greatly appreciate the hundreds of hours that our wonderful parents dedicate to ISM, its students, and programs!

6. ENROLLMENT WINDOW #1 FOR 2005-06:  Registration for the coming 2005-06 academic year is already underway, effective Monday, November 1st.  Applications will be collected until 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 18th, 2005 for consideration for the first lottery being conducted on Monday, January 31st, 2005.  Notification of placement in our program or on our academic year waiting list will take place Tuesday, February 1st.  The budget for next year is designed to fund two classes per grade for Kindergarten through Grade 4, which if determined to be financially viable, will obviously permit us to accommodate a greater number of applicants for those grades in the January lottery.

7. SCHOOL DIRECTORY IN PROCESS:  As we are experiencing success in recruiting new students to fill our remaining vacant slots, we are nearing publication of the ISM 2004-05 Directory.  In order for this document to be as accurate as possible, we ask that any address, email, or telephone updates be forwarded to Lisa Griffin Burns “pronto” at lburns@ismonterey.org.  In addition, those community members who do not want to be included in the directory for privacy or other reasons, contact us immediately.  In the next week or so, we will distribute a form with each family’s current information to review, make necessary changes, and approve or disapprove inclusion of that information in the directory.  This is a popular document that is seemingly well appreciated and well used by us all; however, we want to ensure that diligence is taken to make it complete, accurate, and in keeping with people’s personal wishes.

8. MR. D. TRANSITIONS TO MUSIC:  As mentioned several months ago, Mr. D. has completed Art instruction for Quarter 1 and is now transitioning to Music lessons for all ISM students, beginning today.  Please note that he will be absent on Wednesday as he will be attending an Orff Schulwerk music education conference in Long Beach, California for four days as an appropriate beginning to this unit for Quarter 2.  The Orff approach to music education integrates the elements of speech, rhythm, movement, dance, and song, and emphasizes children’s active participation.  Students will learn directly “through doing, exploring, and improvising” and benefits “not just the most musically or intellectually gifted and encompasses aural, visual, and kinesthetic learners”.  Clearly, this musical philosophy interrelates well with the integrated approach of the International Primary Curriculum and the transition should be seamless!  Mr. D. is really jazzed about this upcoming unit, especially the chance to design an entertaining musical performance with his students for the Winter Holiday concert scheduled for Thursday, December 16th at 6:30 p.m.

9. YOUTH MUSIC MONTEREY CONCERT:  Members of the ISM community are invited to share an afternoon of romantic music with the Youth Music Monterey orchestra at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 21st at Carmel’s newly-renovated and beautiful Sunset Center.  We are pleased to announce that four of our very own students -- violinists Mara Awerbuck (Grade 3), Enrique Garcia (Grade 4), Peter Mellinger (Grade 3) and clarinetist Garret Cry (Grade 6) -- will be featured in this delightful afternoon concert!  Doors will open at 2:30 p.m. and the concert will begin prompt at 3:00 p.m.  Tickets are available for $10 general admission and $5 for students.  For more information on this upcoming concert or the Youth Music Monterey organization, refer to their website at info@youthmusicmonterey.org.


10. TRICK OR TREATING FOR U.N.I.C.E.F.:  Sally Burns’ fifth grade class is pleased to announce that students participating in Trick or Treating for UNICEF raised $822.16!  Sharpening their calculation skills, the fifth graders counted and re-counted the donations to ensure accuracy and they were thrilled with the high level of response by the ISM student body.  Utilizing modern technology, all coins – valued at over $215 -- were turned into a local Coinstar machine, which in turn made a direct donation from ISM to U.N.I.C.E.F.  We will then be sending an ISM check for the balance of the monies collected.  Thanks to those of you who collected these funds; we appreciate all your help and hard work.  Many, many children around the world will be helped as a result of your kindness and generosity.


11. ALL ABOARD THE POLAR EXPRESS:  What better way to spend your Veteran’s Day holiday than at the movies…..come join Lisa Wichael-Loomis and other Afterschool families for a trip to the theater to see the much-anticipated The Polar Express (rated G) this coming Thursday, November 11th for the 2:00 p.m. showing.  An eager band of moviegoers will meet at the Galaxy 6 Theater at Del Monte Center no later than 1:45 p.m. for the show beginning at 2:00 p.m. until 3:30 p.m.  The cost of admission is $5.50 per person and $4.50 for a kids snack pack of goodies.  We’ll see you at the movies!


12. AFTERSCHOOL INTERNATIONAL (ASI) CANNED FOOD DRIVE:  With over 300 cans of non-perishable food already collected, ASI is looking to still pull together 1500 more cans by Monday, November 22nd, prior to the Thanksgiving holiday.  That equates to approximately 8 cans per student, which is an extremely “do-able” goal!  With the dedication and “cheerleading” efforts of Ms. Lisa Wichael-Loomis and her community-minded afterschool participants, the ISM community can make a real difference this year in the lives of under-privileged families right here on the Monterey Peninsula.  Our efforts at collecting cans over the previous years have been less than noteworthy and we can change that trend this year.  Today, brown paper bags for each student were distributed to each classroom so that families can fill them with a rich and varied assortment of non-perishables and return them to ISM.  We look forward to your contributions!

14. HOT LUNCH PROGRAM: The December menu is now available and should be coming home today!  Parents, please remember the weekly deadline to submit hot lunch orders for the coming week is Wednesday; place orders directly in Lisa’s cubby box in the copy room to ensure timely receipt of forms and money. Contact her at lwloomis@ismonterey.org for questions

15. 2ND SESSION OF AFTERSCHOOL CHESS:  The second session of Afterschool Chess resumed last Wednesday, November 3rd with a small band of dedicated chess competitors battling it out.  However, instructor Lev Frenklakh would still like to invite new students to join his class on Wednesday afternoons from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m. in the ISM library.  All skill levels are welcome and the class is fun and informative; just ask several of the students who have been coming for year!s  So, if you have ever considered introducing your child to the mental challenge and stimulation of chess, now is the time.  The six-week long program costs $60 per student with 15 percent of the proceeds being donated to ISM directly.  Prior to the Thanksgiving break, class will not be offered on Wednesday, November 24th and the last class of this year will be Wednesday, December 15th.  To register, please make checks payable to “ISM” and forward them to Business Administrator Lisa Griffin Burns.
16. AFTERSCHOOL TUTORING PROGRAM (Reminder):  Remediation sessions for students needing Language Arts and Math help will now be available before and after school beginning Monday, November 22nd!  Classroom instructors Miss Kim Reimer (Kindergarten) and Ms. Chantel Touryan (Grade 1) will be facilitating these sessions for (1) students identified by staff as likely to benefit from this service as well as (2) other students interested in extra help.  We are pleased to be able to offer this service free of charge to our families, as we are able to utilize CA state revenue funds to help underwrite program costs.  Families of students recommended for extra help simply need to fill out a participation form and return it to the office.  The anticipated daily session times are as follows: 15 minutes daily in the morning from 7:30 – 7:45 a.m. for Kindergarten – Grade 3 students and 30 minutes daily in the afternoon from 3:15 – 3:45 p.m. for Grades 4-7.  As this program is still in development, please stay tuned for program changes.  Contact Steve Carber at scarber@ismonterey.org for more information.

17. AFTERSCHOOL THEATER PROGRAM (Reminder):  Maria Dawson, ISM’s bubbly and talented Drama instructor for grades K and 4 – 7, is now offering an exciting 8-week drama program for 4th through 7th graders!  Students will be exposed to acting techniques, movement, vocal exercises, stage direction and presence, theater games, script analysis, rehearsal, and performance – all in a positive and safe learning environment.  Come and make new friends, and as the focus is on stress-free fun, no auditions will be held and no experience is necessary.  Besides being a great opportunity to socialize with students from other grades, it will also serve as a wonderful extension to the weekly drama class provided during school hours.  Some of the incredible benefits of drama include: self-confidence, communication, self-expression, cooperation, creativity, and trust.  The fee to participate is $100 per student (average of $4.17 per class hour) for November 15, 2004 – January 26, 2005 and checks may be made payable to “Maria Dawson”.  Class size is limited to 15 students and registration is on a first come-first served basis.  A flyer and registration form has been distributed through students’ folders and additional copies will be available on the information credenza across from the copy room.  To sign up, please complete this registration form and return with your child.  Contact Maria at mariadawson@sbcglobal.net for further information.  Students will participate in a culminating performance on Wednesday, January 28th for viewing by family members and friends.

18. ISM BUSINESS DIRECTORY:  Recently, many ISM parents have requested an ISM Community Business Directory.  So, any of you that own a business that you would like to list it in this new directory, please send all pertinent information to John Nahas via the school office or email at nahasjohn@aol.com.  To offset the printing costs of both and the ISM Community Directory, we are offering business card size ads for $10 each for black and white and camera ready ads.  Alternatively, for $50, business owner can purchase a 5 1/2  x  8 1/2 ad. (This would also be an opportunity to include any discounts or % to benefit ISM).  No submissions will be accepted after Wednesday, November 24th.

19. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:

· SPRING FUNDRAISING GALA:  Preparations are now getting underway in earnest for this spring’s Second Annual Gala planned for Friday, March 4th, 2005 at the Pebble Beach Beach and Tennis Club.  Anyone interested in helping to make this event even more successful than our inaugural outing last year, is invited to participate in an organizational meeting next Monday, Monday 15th after school at 3:15 p.m. in the library under the leadership of event chairperson Laura Alladeen.  She can be contacted at lsalladeen@sbcglobal.net or 392-1211.  Thank you and Together We Can Make a Difference!
· SCHOOLPOP:  Courtesy of parent DeeDee Meininger who brings this to our attention:  Currently at www.schoolpop.com, there is a promotion underway in which we stand to benefit by $1000.00 (deposited to our fourth quarter awards check).  If we successfully get just 20 new users to sign up for the schoolpop credit card and 20 to shop just once at the schoolpop website -- prior to the end of the calendar year (December 31, 2004), we would accomplish the stated promotional goal and be one grand closer to our fundraising goal!  The added benefit of the schoolpop credit card is that 1% of each purchase would be donated to ISM!  So, take a moment to visit this website and see how your web-based shopping can benefit both yourself and ISM as you begin to tackle your holiday wish list.
· ATTENTION NOB HILL SHOPPERS:  Nob Hill now has a scrip program that will benefit ISM by contributing a cash donation for each purchase made.  Contact John Nahas at nahasjohn@aol.com to receive you Nob Hill Scrip Card.  Much like the Albertsons card, this card would need to be scanned each time you visit any Nob Hill grocery store.  Feel free to request cards for all your family members and friends so that ISM could receive the maximum financial benefit.
SEE PAGE 5 FOR SCHOOL CALENDAR

	NOVEMBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, NOV 8TH - 
FRI, NOV. 19TH 
	Nov. 8th: Parent nominations due for ssc

Student / Parent / teacher conferences
	By Appointment Per Teacher

	WED, NOV 10TH 
	DEADLINE TO ORDER hot lunch for 11/15 –11/19/04 & PIZZA FUNDRAISER!!!!

ISM community organization meeting 

SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL (SSC) MEETING

ISM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
	3:15 PM

5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	THURS, NOV 11TH  
	VETERAN’S DAY HOLIDAY

ASI Trip to “the polar express”
	NO SCHOOL!

1:45 for 2:00 PM show

	SAT, NOV 13TH 
	NOVEMBER saturday site work day
	9:30 AM – 1:00 PM

	WEEK of NOV 15TH 

MON, NOV 15th - 
JAN 26TH 
	School Site Council (SSC) Elections 
AFTERSCHOOL THEATER program begins
	3:15 – 4:45 PM
ISM MULTIUSE RM

	TUES, NOV 16TH  
	DANCING THRU THE DECADES FOR GRADES K-7 
	5:30 – 7:00 PM

	FRI, NOV 19TH 
	
SSC BALLOTS DUE

FREE DRESS FRIDAY / PIZZA FUNDRAISER 


	

	SUN, NOV 21ST 
	YOUTH MUSIC MONTEREY CONCERT, SUNSET CTR.
	3:00 PM

	MON, NOV. 22ND 
	AFTERSCHOOL REMEDIATION PROGRAM BEGINS

BRING IN THOSE CANNED GOODS TODAY!
	7:30 – 7:45 AM (K-3)

3:00 – 3:30 PM (4-7)



	TUES, NOV 23RD 
	MRS. PEGHER’S LAST DAY!  (
	

	WED, NOV 24TH 
	no afterschool chess program today!
	

	THURS, NOV 25TH &

FRI, NOV 26TH 
	THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
	NO SCHOOL!

	DECEMBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	WED, DEC 8TH 
	DEADLINE TO ORDER PIZZA FUNDRAISER!!!!
	

	SAT, DEC 11TH
	DECEMBER saturday site work day
	9:30 AM – 1:00 PM

	THURS, DEC 16TH
	WINTER HOLIDAY PROGRAM (MULTIUSE ROOM)
	6:30 PM

	FRI, DEC 17TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY / PIZZA FUNDRAISER
	

	MON, DEC 20TH –
MON, JAN 3RD, 2005
	WINTER HOLIDAY BREAK


	NO SCHOOL!

	TUES, JAN 4TH, 2005
	SCHOOL RESUMES
	8:00 AM – 3:00 PM
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