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Weekly News Brief 

Monday, November 1, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning November 1st, 2004.  Do take the time to read this document regularly to stay abreast of ISM happenings relevant to your family.  Please note that the ISM news brief will now be distributed to ISM families primarily via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving time and money.  We appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the information contained in this document.  To request hardcopy notification, please contact editor Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org. 


1. SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL (SSC) NOMINATIONS:  Reminder: The November 8th deadline for nominations is fast approaching for one open parent spot on the council.  You may self-nominate or nominate someone else by writing or emailing Mrs. Jahn at cjahn@ismonterey.org.  This is a great way to fulfill those mandatory parent volunteer hours. Elections will be held the week of November 15th.


2. SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF: Welcome new staff person! We are pleased to announce that Erin Morita (mother of 4th grader Kerra Rodda and 7th grader Cameron Rodda) has joined the ISM staff in a contractual status as our Interim Director of Development. Aside from helping with coordination of the ISM Gala this past spring, her professional experience includes thirteen years spent in the Development office of her alma mater, the Monterey Institute of International Studies (MIIS), as well as outreach work for local organizations such as the Monterey Bay Aquarium, the Sunset Center, and the Rio Resolution Run. So she comes equipped with an enviable network of contacts within the field, especially highly relevant ones locally.  She will be assisting both ISM and the Foundation in developing a strategic development plan to include identifying and applying for potential funding sources, with the likely outcome of increasing ISM's fundraising success.  Erin has recently successfully completed the Leadership Monterey Peninsula program and was awarded a Masters in International Policy Studies/Japanese Language (from MIIS) and a Bachelors' degree in Linguistics/Pacific Rim Studies. Welcome aboard!


3. ISM LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER OFFICIALLY OPENS TODAY:  ISM Chairperson Elinda Hardy started her day bright and early today in preparation for the long-awaited opening of the ISM Library/Media Center for the 2004-05 academic year.  Hours of IT support by super-volunteer Dave Shifflett have resulted in a full school-wide system’s upgrade and the library automation system is now fully accessible for checking in/out library books.  Students, staff, and parents are encouraged to stop by the library to see the incredible space that Ms. Hardy has created – it looks, feels, and operates like a real library!  Congratulations, Elinda, on your phenomenal efforts.  To honor her contributions, visitors are reminded to treat the library with respect – place books for reshelving in the designated box, do not eat or drink in the library, push chairs under tables to leave the room neat, be sure to take all class materials with you when departing, and please accompany youngsters to the library during any scheduled afterschool hours.  Volunteers are, now more than ever, needed to carry out the “Adopt-A-Shelf” program to assist with the routine book reshelving demands of the library and to help with book check in / out.  Contact Coordinator Elinda Hardy at 372-6425 or elindah@yahoo.com to become part of the library support team.


4. 4th ANNUAL HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL:  Last Friday’s Halloween Festival was a delight and huge kudos go to Coordinators Linda Olmo and Janice Barker who contributed countless hours to plan and implement this special event.  Additional thanks go to all the volunteers who provided a “scary range” of activities to entertain and delight our youngsters and “young at heart”!  In typical ISM fashion, we also had an amazing array of food items – as we have said since our first year, “we do food right here at ISM”.  Thank you to all who contributed!  Mrs. Pegher, brave woman that she is, also deserves words of thanks for launching ISM’s first ever middle school dance in the multiuse room during the festival.  Darkened windows and music spinning for hours created a cool ambiance!  There weren’t many shy dancing feet as classmates took to the floor enthusiastically.  Back up in the light of day on the blacktop, judges had a tough, tough time deciding on the winners of the costume contest, but prevailed to select the following:  for the Grade K-4 category, it was a Grade 2 sweep with Alex Favaloro earning the prize for “Most Scary”, Dakota Matthews’s clever Carmen Miranda costume winning as the “Most Creative” costume, and Riley Gaucher’s hysterical representation of Flick (from A Bug’s Life) a top contender in the “Funniest” category.  In the upper grades, 5th grader Jamie Berg won the “Scariest” prize for his frightful ghoul outfit, 6th grader Douglas Johnson’s realistic wizard costume stole the “Most Creative” award, and the dual squid costumes worn by fellow 5th graders Cobi Allen and Anna Welsh “hands down” stole the co-honor of “Funniest” costumes.  Thanks to all our students (not to mention some staff) who came up with clever and well thought-out costumes to make this contest very fun.  In the realm of pumpkins, we had a fantastic assortment of hand-carved pumpkins delivered Friday morning for the first-ever pumpkin carving contest.  It truly was challenging to pick just one winner in each category per grade.  For Grades Kindergarten –4th, here are the winners: 3rd grader Adam Colon’s “ eye-catching “’I’ve got a headache” pumpkin was an immediate judges’ favorite to win for “Scariest” entry, and 4th grader Conor Campbell’s humorous submission took the prize for “Funniest” gourd in his age category.  For the 5th – 7th graders, 6th grader Gordon Kramer’s feisty feline creation scared judges into awarding it “Scariest” entry and lastly, 7th grader Ruth Callaway’s one-of-a-kind “Peter, Peter, Pumpkin Eater” was a clear choice for the “Funniest” gourd.  It was a super response for this contest and we look forward to even more entries next year.  All winners received an event button, $10 gift certificate from Borders bookstore as well as candy treats.  Special events like this are driven by parent leadership and support; we certainly appreciate the team of 35 parents who joined forces to make Friday’s festivities a reality.  Parents, if you have not yet done so, please remember to log your respective volunteer hours in the binder just inside the office door (revised location).  Thank you all!

5. HALLOWEEN PHOTOGRAPHERS:  Reminder:  anyone who captured the color and energy of Friday’s Halloween Festival are asked to forward pictures (digital format preferable) to Yearbook Coordinator Helaine Tregenza at somerset@mbay.net.  “Hard copy” snapshots are welcome too, however, please do not "cut" around your individual child's photo, rather indicate on the back of the photo the name of the child, grade, and any pertinent info.  Also, please notate if you would like the photo returned, or if it is a duplicate.

6. TRICK OR TREATING FOR U.N.I.C.E.F.:  For those children who thoughtfully participated last night in the U.N.I.C.E.F. Trick or Treating program, please remind them to turn in their collection boxes to their respective teachers this week.  Each box should be clearly marked with your child's name and grade to be eligible for the classroom competition.  Mrs. Burns’ fifth grade who sponsored this competition will then collect all the submitted boxes, total the contributions, and announce the winning class at the Tuesday, November 9th morning (8:45 – 9:25 a.m.) assembly.  Thank you!

7. PINE RIDGE RESERVATION SNACK BAR FUNDRAISER:  Throughout this week, the fundraising fifth graders will operate the morning recess snack bar every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:25 – 10:30 a.m.  As a means of raising funds for school supplies for fellow students on the Pine Ridge Indian reservation, they will be selling bagels and muffins for $1.00 each and milk for 50 cents.  They will also have homemade quick breads (i.e., pumpkin, banana etc.) for purchase when they are fortunate enough to have a mom or dad bake such tasty treats.  The fifth graders are learning valuable calculating, sales, and customer service skills via this process, hungry students and staff are enjoying the extra goodies for sale, and ultimately, needy children in the reservation will benefit from otherwise unavailable school materials.  Thanks for your support!


8. HOT LUNCH PROGRAM:  Parents, please remember the weekly deadline to submit hot lunch orders for the coming week is Wednesday; place orders directly in Lisa’s cubby box in the copy room to ensure timely receipt of forms and money.  This allows provider Lisa Wichael-Loomis to tally the orders and shop for necessary supplies at Costco and Safeway on Thursday and Friday of each week.  Late last week, a significant number of families disregarded this standing deadline and forwarded orders to Lisa (after she had already shopped for this week.  As Lisa is the sole provider of this program as well as the Afterschool program, please respect her time commitments and forward paperwork by Wednesday or before.  Please note that any orders received after this day will not be processed, so plan accordingly.  Thank you for your consideration.  For December’s menu, Lisa will be forwarding the lunch menu two weeks prior to the end of the month to allow for more efficient ordering.  Contact her at lwloomis@ismonterey.org for questions.

Please note that an error was made this month in the order for five weeks of lunches plus the pizza fundraiser.  For those who ordered this option, you were charged $68/month versus the correct fee of $59 – taking into consideration the November 11, 25, and 26 holidays.  Consequently, a credit of $9 will be applied to your “account” for December.  We appreciate your understanding.

9. 2ND SESSION OF AFTERSCHOOL CHESS:  Reminder: the next session of Afterschool Chess will resume this Wednesday, November 3rd from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m. in the ISM library.  Instructor Lev Frenklakh is looking forward to having new students join this program; otherwise it may be in jeopardy of discontinuing.  So, if you have ever considered introducing your child to the mental challenge and stimulation of chess, now is the time.  The six-week long program costs $60 per student with 15 percent of the proceeds being donated to ISM directly.  Prior to the Thanksgiving break, chess will not be offered on Wednesday, November 24th and the last day of the session is Wednesday, December 15th.  Prior to Wednesday, please make checks payable to “ISM” and forward them to the ISM office and Business Administrator Lisa Burns.
10. AFTERSCHOOL TUTORING PROGRAM:  Remediation sessions for students needing Language Arts and Math help will now be available before and after school beginning Monday, November 22nd!  Classroom instructors Miss Kim Reimer (Kindergarten) and Ms. Chantel Touryan (Grade 1) will be facilitating these sessions for (1) students identified by staff as likely to benefit from this service as well as (2) other students interested in extra help.  We are pleased to be able to offer this service free of charge to our families, as we are able to utilize CA state revenue funds to help underwrite program costs.  Families of students recommended for extra help simply need to fill out a participation form and return it to the office.  The anticipated daily session times are as follows: 15 minutes daily in the morning from 7:30 – 7:45 a.m. for Kindergarten – Grade 3 students and 30 minutes daily in the afternoon from 3:15 – 3:45 p.m. for Grades 4-7.  As this program is still in development, please stay tuned for program changes.  Contact Steve Carber at scarber@ismonterey.org for more information.

11. STUDENT GOVERNMENT RE-EMERGING SOON!  Advisor Mrs. Sally Burns will update us more next week!

12. SCHOOLWIDE ENRICHMENT MODEL RETURNS THIS WEEK:  After a brief hiatus, Friday afternoons (1:40 to 3:00 p.m.) will, once again, be “abuzz” with excitement as students participate in Schoolwide Enrichment Model (SEM) classes – ranging from Beginning Acoustic Guitar, Chocolate Fun, Taiko Drumming, Spanish Theater and Dance to Swimming, Soccer, and Yoga…..and much more!  Program providers are eager to get started on this second installment of the ISM SEM and we look forward to more rewarding learning opportunities for our students.  Additional volunteers are always helpful on these busy Fridays, so if your schedule allows, register your availability (with Curriculum Coordinator Dr. Carber) or just stop by and let us know that you have time to help.  We would be thrilled you did.

SEM Materials Request - Mrs. Burns from the 5th grade would like to borrow 3-4 sewing machines for the duration of her upcoming six-week SEM class.  Any donated machines would be returned prior to the Winter Holiday break.  The machines do not need to be the latest model, just something simple to use and maintain.  Additionally, sewing and quilting enthusiasts who may have remnant scrap material (1/4 yard or bigger) available to donate are also asked to contact her at sburns@ismonterey.org.

13. UNA FIFTH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL:  If you love the movies and you have an interest in world cultures, human rights, and the like, be sure to attend the United Nations Association (UNA) annual Film Festival at the Monterey Institute of International Studies’ Irvine Auditorium (on Pierce St.) coming up on Friday, November 5th and Saturday, November 6th.  While most of the films are intended for adult audiences only, there is one offered on Saturday (11/6/04), the Visionaries film on Global Education Partnership, which could be suitable for families.  This film shows many of the sites and programs in Kenya and Tanzania that ISM parent Marie Butcher (mom of 3rd grader Suraya Essi) visited this past summer.  Marie will also be speaking to the ISM community in the near future about the ongoing correspondence that has been established between ISM students and colleagues at schools in Kenya.  For more information about the UNA film festival, visit their website at www.unamontereybay.org and/or contact Marie at 649-1033.
14. AFTERSCHOOL THEATER PROGRAM:  Maria Dawson, ISM’s bubbly and talented Drama instructor for grades K and 4 – 7, is now offering an exciting 8-week drama program for 4th through 7th graders!  Students will be exposed to acting techniques, movement, vocal exercises, stage direction and presence, theater games, script analysis, rehearsal, and performance – all in a positive and safe learning environment.  Come and make new friends, and as the focus is on stress-free fun, no auditions will be held and no experience is necessary.  Besides being a great opportunity to socialize with students from other grades, it will also serve as a wonderful extension to the weekly drama class provided during school hours.  Some of the incredible benefits of drama include: self-confidence, communication, self-expression, cooperation, creativity, and trust.  The fee to participate is $100 per student (average of $4.17 per class hour) for November 15, 2004 – January 26, 2005 and checks may be made payable to “Maria Dawson”.  Class size is limited to 15 students and registration is on a first come-first served basis.  A flyer and registration form has been distributed through students’ folders and additional copies will be available on the information credenza across from the copy room.  To sign up, please complete this registration form and return with your child.  Contact Maria at mariadawson@sbcglobal.net for further information.  Students will participate in a culminating performance on Wednesday, January 28th for viewing by family members and friends.

15. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:

· SPRING FUNDRAISING GALA / GREETINGS FROM COORDINATOR LAURA ALLADEEN:  Greetings everyone!  Thank you to all of you who have already stepped up to volunteer for our Second Annual Spring Gala which will be held on Friday, March 4, 2005 at the breathtaking Tennis and Beach Club in Pebble Beach!  Each family will be receiving a detailed packet of information shortly.  However, in the meantime, in order for this event to be successful, we are asking for 100% participation from each ISM family.  To meet this goal, please start thinking about possible auction items now, especially as the calendar year is coming to an end.  Tax season is fast approaching and many businesses may still have a quota of donations available, so please don’t hesitant to ask for a tax-deductible contribution to ISM.   

Also, if you are planning on traveling during the holidays, please keep in mind potential contributions for our “International Themed” silent auction table.  We had a nice array of travel and vacation packages available last year that generated enthusiastic bidding attention from attendees. 

If you did not get a chance to sign up and would like to help or you have questions, comments and or suggestions, please do not hesitate to contact Laura Alladeen at lsalladeen@sbcglobal.net or 392-1211.  Thank you for your time, cooperation and support!  Together We Can Make a Difference. 
SEE PAGE 5 FOR SCHOOL CALENDAR

	NOVEMBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	WED, NOV 3RD – DEC 15TH (NO CLASS 11/24/04)
	SESSION #2 OF AFTERSCHOOL CHESS PROGRAM
	3:45 – 4:45 PM

	FRI, NOV 5TH 
	END OF 1ST QTR (47 DAYS) / REPORT CARDS DISTRIBUTED

START OF SESSION #2 OF SCHOOLWIDE ENRICHMENT MODEL
	1:40 – 3:00 PM

	MON, NOV 8TH - 
FRI, NOV. 19TH 
	Nov. 8th: Parent nominations due for ssc

Student / Parent / teacher conferences
	By Appointment Per Teacher

	WED, NOV 10TH 
	DEADLINE TO ORDER PIZZA FUNDRAISER!!!!

SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL (SSC) MEETING

ISM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	THURS, NOV 11TH  
	VETERAN’S DAY HOLIDAY
	NO SCHOOL!

	SAT, NOV 13TH 
	NOVEMBER saturday site work day
	9:30 AM – 1:00 PM

	WEEK of, NOV 15TH 

MON, NOV 15th - 
JAN 26TH 
	School Site Council (SSC) Elections 
AFTERSCHOOL THEATER program 
	3:15 – 4:45 PM
ISM MULTIUSE RM

	TUES, NOV 16TH  
	DANCING THRU THE DECADES FOR GRADES K-7 
	5:30 – 7:00 PM

	FRI, NOV 19TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY / PIZZA FUNDRAISER 
	

	MON, NOV. 22ND 
	AFTERSCHOOL REMEDIATION PROGRAM BEGINS
	7:30 – 7:45 AM (K-3)

3:00 – 3:30 PM (4-7)

	TUES, NOV 23RD 
	MRS. PEGHER’S LAST DAY!  (
	

	WED, NOV 24TH 
	no afterschool chess program today!
	

	THURS, NOV 25TH &

FRI, NOV 26TH 
	THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
	NO SCHOOL!

	DECEMBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	WED, DEC 8TH 
	DEADLINE TO ORDER PIZZA FUNDRAISER!!!!
	

	SAT, DEC 11TH
	DECEMBER saturday site work day
	9:30 AM – 1:00 PM

	THURS, DEC 16TH
	WINTER HOLIDAY PROGRAM (MULTIUSE ROOM)
	6:30 PM

	FRI, DEC 17TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY / PIZZA FUNDRAISER
	

	MON, DEC 20TH –
MON, JAN 3RD, 2005
	WINTER HOLIDAY BREAK


	NO SCHOOL!

	TUES, JAN 4TH, 2005
	SCHOOL RESUMES
	8:00 AM – 3:00 PM


International School of Monterey   P.O. Box 711, Monterey, CA 93942-0711

Tel:  (831) 647-1010     Fax: (831) 649-5471

