[image: image1.wmf]
Weekly News Brief 

Monday, October 25, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning October 25th, 2004.  Do take the time to read this document regularly to stay abreast of ISM happenings relevant to your family.  Please note that the ISM newsbrief will now be distributed to ISM families primarily via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving time and money.  We appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the information contained in this document.  To request hardcopy notification, please contact editor Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org. 

1. SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL (SSC) NOMINATIONS:  The ISM SSC is accepting nominations for one open parent spot on the council.  In short, the SSC is an elected group of teachers, parents, and classified employees, who work with the Director to develop, review, evaluate, and allocate funds for school improvement programs.  Except for the director, each council member must be chosen by his or her peer group.  To that end, we will be holding elections the week of November 15th.  If you are interested in joining Philip Daunt (father of 4th grader Alora), Scott Parrish (father of 3rd grader Bennett), Murali Tummala (father of 2nd grader Neeli), and Daniel Weinstein (father of 3rd grader Taylor Hobbs) as parent representatives, throw your hat into the ring by writing or emailing Mrs. Jahn (cjahn@ismonterey.org) by Monday, November 8th.  Staff will also be conducting a similar process to fill their two open spots, joining instructors Tod Spedding (Grade 2/3) and Sally Burns (Grade 5).

2. SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF:  Inhale, exhale. Inhale, exhale. Now that we are relaxed, let us turn the spotlight on Ms. Danae (LaBrie) Zytkoskee, our Instructional Aide for Grades 1, 2, and 5.  Besides assisting the teachers and leading the popular Yoga Club and SEM, the effervescent Ms. Danae can be found monitoring the early-morning drop-off crowd, lunch/recess for the K-3rd graders, and volunteering wherever there is a need. Obviously enamored with the education field, she is preparing to begin her teaching credential program next fall.  Prior to joining the ISM staff in August 2003, Ms. Danae was a Teacher’s Assistant and After-School Program Supervisor at the French American School of Puget Sound (Washington state).  She has a Bachelors’ degree in French with a minor in Spanish from U.C. Santa Cruz, which included a semester at the Institute de la Chambre du Commerce in Nimes, France.  Oui, elle parle francais.  And, she returned this school year not only renewed, but also a newlywed. (We’re still learning to spell Zytkoskee.) 

3. WELCOME NEW STUDENTS:  Joining us today to complete the 7th grade line-up is Cody Harrison who is transferring from Fitch Elementary School.  Cody spent a day on campus last Friday and apparently thrilled by the experience is excited to become a full-fledged ISM student.  We welcome he, his mother Darlene Hawke and stepfather Steve Akehurst as new members of our growing community.  Belated words of welcome also go to fellow 7th grader Jordan Kausin -- as well as  his parents Raygina and Christian -- who joined us previous to the Fall Break on Monday, October 4th.  Enthusiastic too about joining ISM, he has seemingly made a smooth transition and we thank their 6th and 7th grade classmates for helping to make both Jordan and Cody feel comfortable at their new school. Transferring schools mid-year can certainly be challenging, so we complement these two youngsters and their supportive parents for making the choice to attend ISM at this time. 

4. TAEKWONDO PROGRAM CANCELLED TUESDAY:  Due to a death in his family, ISM’s Taekwondo instructor, Dan Rogers, will have to cancel practice Tuesday afternoon.  He will be flying back to his home state of Minnesota to serve as a pallbearer at his grandfather’s funeral.  At this writing, he is anticipating that he will be back in Monterey in time for Thursday’s practice.  If that schedule should change, he will contact participants directly per email, so be sure to check your email Wednesday evening / Thursday morning to stay well informed.  We certainly send him our collective sympathy during this time.

5. ATTENTION FRIENDS OF THE ISM LIBRARY:  The library, once packed and ready to move to Manzanita, has now been fully unpacked and was scheduled to be open last Monday, October 18th.  Unfortunately, a school-wide computer network upgrade has delayed this anticipated opening and continues to make it impossible to check out books via the library automation system.  During this upgrade, the library will be open for reading at recess, lunch, and immediately after school on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.  Once the network improvements have been finalized, we will fully open all checkout and library programs.  At that time, we hope to have volunteer coverage for all of the days of the week and the Adopt-A-Shelf program will also begin in earnest.  In the meantime, we ask for your continued patience and support and ask that all students return their library permission slip to Elinda Hardy’s cubby box in the copy room.  The library still needs lots of volunteers, so please contact Elinda Hardy at 372-6425 or elindah@yahoo.com to help.
6. PUMPKIN RAFFLE / 4th ANNUAL HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL:  Fall is in the air, pumpkins are prevalent at roadside stands and festively decorate neighborhood homes, talk of Halloween costumes dominates conversation, and – gasp – holiday decorations besiege us at area shops.  It must be Halloween time!  Students and staff of ISM will be “treated” to ghoulish delights this coming Friday, October 29th between 1 – 3 p.m. when the campus will be transformed by the fun-filled Halloween Festival complete with a bevy of ghoulishly fun arts and craft activities, a costume and pumpkin carving contest, a pumpkin raffle, and the first-ever “spooktacular” dance for our middle-schoolers.  For the contests, judging will be held in two grade categories: Kindergarten through Grade 4 and Grades 5 – 7 with costumes evaluated for the “most scary”, “most creative”, and “funniest” creation.  New this year will be the pumpkin carving contest with students encouraged to bring their home-carved pumpkins to ISM and compete for “scariest” and “funniest” gourds.  For the first time ever on the ISM campus, our middle-schoolers will enjoy a dance event designed just for them, complete with “generationally-appropriate” music and a spinning disco ball!  For all these events, volunteers are still needed to assist in making this an amazingly fun and festive day.   Contact event coordinator, Janice Barker, at 384-5524 or barkerjf1@sbcglobal.net or co-coordinator, Linda Olmo, at 899-5707 to offer your services.  Thank you!

Parent volunteer Lisa Seva’aetasi who scored hundreds of pumpkins over the fall break has organized a pumpkin raffle this week for the COLOSSAL 75 lb. “beast” donated by Earthbound Farms…..and believe us, it is HUGE!  Raffle tickets of $1.00 each will be sold throughout this week.  Mrs. Sally Burns, Grade 5 instructor, will be collecting raffle monies in Room 8.  All students and parents can view this “wonder gourd” in the multiuse room all week, thereby enticing all of us to envision it decorating our homes for the holiday, should we be the lucky winner of the raffle!  The raffle drawing will be conducted by Lisa Seva’aetasi following the costume contest on Friday, October 28th at approximately 1:15-1:30 p.m.; have your raffle tickets handy at that time!  The monster gourd will be available to take home immediately following the festival…..that is, if you have a vehicle LARGE enough to transport it home!  All proceeds from this raffle will go to the ISM Special Events fund to help support upcoming holiday related special events and concerts.

7. YEARBOOK PICTURES / HALLOWEEN PHOTOGRAPHERS:  I would like to ask that any parents, teachers and staff who will be on hand for the ISM Halloween festivities consider snapping a few photos if they have a camera.  Digital format is preferable, although any "hard copy" snapshots will be considered.  If a hard copy is submitted, please do not "cut" around your individual child's photo, rather indicate on the back of the photo the name of the child, grade, and any pertinent info.  Also please notate if you would like the photo returned, or if it is a duplicate.  Any digital photos for yearbook consideration can be emailed directly to Yearbook Coordinator Helaine Tregenza (mother of Harrison, Grade 4) at somerset@mbay.net.


8. GRADE 5 COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS: The fifth grade is sponsoring two community service projects this month.  First, they will be selling snacks at first recess on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Items for sale include muffins, bagels and crème cheese, assorted breads , and milk.  Most items sell for $1.00 each; bagels and cream cheese will be sold for $1.50.  The money raised will be used to purchase school supplies for two elementary schools located on the economically challenged Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota.  The class has been studying Native Americans and in the course of their research discovered that Pine Ridge is home to the two poorest counties in the United States.  The fifth grade is also sponsoring Trick or Treating for UNICEF.  Students from the class will be visiting all other classrooms to explain the program to their fellow ISM students.  At that time, the students will distribute parent permission forms as well as the program’s orange coin collection boxes.  Parents wanting additional information may contact Ms. Burns in room 8 or email her at sburns@ismonterey.org.  As these are both worthwhile causes, the fifth graders hope that you will help support these projects throughout the coming weeks.

9. TRACKING VOLUNTEER HOURS:  In last week’s newsbrief, we mentioned the new process by which to track community members’ volunteer hours.  However, as confusion is still present, we are reiterating it again this week.  As of now, parents are individually responsible for logging their earned volunteer hours in the well-designed binder created by Volunteer Coordinator Ellen Gaucher (elgaucher@sbcglobal.net) now located underneath the sign-in clipboard in the office.  The binder is organized alphabetically with one page established for each student; each page includes a spot to log Aug/Sept hours and Oct hours.  Volunteers on campus during the regular school day will still be required to sign in on the clipboard in the office and gather a volunteer badge in order that we may always know – for safety, emergency, and similar reasons -- who is on campus at any given time.  However, no longer will that sign-in information be gathered for purposes of tracking volunteer hours; parents/guardians are now asked to assume that responsibility themselves.  Take a moment following each volunteer commitment to log your hours in the binder before departing ISM and the system will then work effectively and smoothly.  Thank you for your consideration.

10. AFTERSCHOOL TUTORING PROGRAM:  Remediation sessions for students needing Language Arts and Math help will now be available before and after school beginning Monday, November 1st!  Classroom instructors Miss Kim Reimer (Kindergarten) and Ms. Chantel Touryan (Grade 1) will be facilitating these sessions for (1) students identified by staff as likely to benefit from this service as well as (2) other students interested in extra help.  We are pleased to be able to offer this service free of charge to our families, as we are able to utilize CA state revenue funds to help underwrite program costs.  We are also considering purchasing additional materials, such as the Accelerated Reader program, to better assist staff in not only providing higher quality tutorial support, but also further enriching daily classroom instruction.  Shortly, we will begin contacting families of students recommended for extra help to notify them of this service.  The anticipated daily session times are as follows: 15 minutes daily in the morning from 7:30 – 7:45 a.m. for Kindergarten – Grade 3 students and 30 minutes daily in the afternoon from 3:15 – 3:45 p.m. for Grades 4-7.  As this program is still in development, please stay tuned for program changes.  Contact Steve Carber at scarber@ismonterey.org for more information.
11. FEDERAL IMPACT AID SURVEY:  Thank you to all of you who were targeted for participation in last Wednesday’s Federal Survey – either due to known previous eligibility of “federal connectedness” or as new families.  Your timely response to the surveys was greatly appreciated and allows ISM to vie for approximately $4000 - $5000 in federal funding based on the percentage of eligible families within our student population.

12. ISM COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION (ISCO) / FAMILY FUN NIGHT:  Thank you to all the wonderful families who jump-started their weekend by joining other ISCO members this past Friday for a great night of socializing and formalizing our ISM Community organization.  We had a wonderful time meeting other ISM families, playing games, listening to “story time”, and enjoying refreshments of coffee and cookies. In addition to new introductions made and possibly new friendships formed, many folks did take the time to sign-up for various activities that the ISCO will be sponsoring, thereby achieving one of the stated goals of the organization – getting more people involved in ongoing and seasonal school activities.  For those that did sign up on Friday, your name will be forwarded to the relevant committee chair and you will be contacted accordingly.  Reminder: If you did not sign up for any thing on Friday or could not attend the event, it is never too late to do so!  Contact Ellen Gaucher at elgaucher@sbcglobal.net or John Nahas at nahasjohn@aol.com to register your interest.  A special thanks also goes to those thoughtful members who provided the tasty refreshments, and to Danae Zytkoskee (one of our fabulous Instructional Aides) and Richard Wagner (one of our amazing exchange students), and Dakota Sanchez (one of our wonderful siblings) for providing childcare help.  Stay tuned for more information on this important support organization and how you can be directly involved.


13. SATURDAY WORK DAY (SWD):  Nearly 20 members of the ISM community supported this past Saturday’s October site work day, forgoing leisurely Saturday morning pursuits, to be on campus by 9:30 a.m. with many committing time until 1:00 p.m. or later.  Generous thanks go to: SWD co-coordinator, Steve Moore (father of Kindergartner Kyle Worcester-Moore), for serving as the point person for an offsite adventure of collecting several truckloads of donated furniture from Lawyers on Duty in downtown Monterey and transferring it all to Manzanita Elementary school; Joe Welsh, parent of siblings Cameron (Kindergarten), James (3rd grader), and Anna (5th grader), for securing a donated truck from the Monterey Bay Aquarium; and to the team of men who joined Steve and Joe and who responded to last week’s call for  “brawny, strong of muscle” men (preferably with trucks) : Robert Elsensohn, Glen Gabel, and Richard Herbert.  We greatly appreciate their efforts, most notably their willingness to tackle the numerous steps involved in moving the furniture from the lower level of Lawyers on Duty to the trucks located street side.  While this group was straining numerous muscles groups, another equally committed group of parents undertook landscaping, cleaning, bathroom support, room organization, and trash collection projects about the ISM campus aided by coordinators Mary Welsh and Lisa Burns.  For anyone who has not yet come to a Saturday Work Day, but is interested, please come next month; the feeling is very collaborative and it’s a great way to meet different members of our wonderful community.  As we near our anticipated move date to Manzanita, a greater portion of SWD efforts will be directed to preparing for the move, so come and lend a needed hand.  Any questions can be directed to Lisa Griffin Burns as lburns@ismonterey.org. 

14. 2ND SESSION OF AFTERSCHOOL CHESS:  After a brief hiatus, the second session of Afterschool Chess will resume Wednesday, November 3rd from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m. in the ISM library.  Instructor Lev Frenklakh is hoping for several additional students to join the program and increase the level of participation at ISM, otherwise the program may be in jeopardy of continuing.  So, if you have ever considered introducing your child to the mental challenge and stimulation of chess, now is the time.  The six-week long program costs $60 per student with 15 percent of the proceeds being donated to ISM directly.  Chess will not be offered on Wednesday, November 24th and the last day of the session is Wednesday, December 15th.  Please make checks payable to “ISM” and forward to the ISM office and Business Administrator Lisa Burns.

15. SCHOOLWIDE ENRICHMENT MODEL #2:  The second session of our popular Schoolwide Enrichment Model program will return beginning Friday, November 5th from 1:40 to 3:00 p.m.  Here’s the exciting schedule of classes slated to take place between November 5th and December 19th (excluding November 26th): Basketball with classroom instructor Marc Landrum, Chocolate Fun with parent Janice Barker, Computers and Repair with parent Stuart Satchell, Taiko Drumming with parent Denise Hasegawa, Strategic Games with Instructional Aide Alicia Wharton, Beginning Acoustic Guitar with classroom instructor Dr. Steve Carber, Holiday Crafts and Fun with parent. Melinda Leahy, Kid Konkoktions with classroom instructor Chantel Touryan, Literary Magazine with classroom instructor Sandy Shephard, Playback Theater with drama instructor Maria Dawson, Scrapbooking with classroom instructor Beth West, Sewing with classroom instructor Sally Burns, Slam Poetry with Music/Art/Classroom instructor Michael Dvorak, Soccer with volunteer Mr. Pegher (husband of P.E. instructor Mrs. Pegher), Spanish Dance with Spanish instructor Senorita Candia, Spanish Theater with fellow Spanish instructor Señor Candia, Fun and Easy Stamping with parent Ruth Kinstler, Pastels and More with classroom instructor Tod Spedding, Zoology, Ecology, and “Moore” with parent Steve Moore, Yoga with Instructional Aide Danae Zytkoskee, Wheels on Campus with classroom instructor Kim Reimer, and the ever-popular Swimming with co-instructors Mrs. Jahn and P.E. instructor Mrs. Pegher!  Whew, what a lineup!  We certainly encourage parents interested in donating their services on these Fridays to step forward, especially as a second pair of hands is often needed in food or craft related classes.  Register with Curriculum Coordinator Dr. Carber at scarber@ismonterey.org or Business Administrator Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org to volunteer.


16. UNA FIFTH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL:  If you love the movies and you have an interest in world cultures, human rights, and the like, be sure to attend the United Nations Association (UNA) annual Film Festival at the Monterey Institute of International Studies’ Irvine Auditorium (on Pierce St.) coming up on Friday, November 5th and Saturday, November 6th.  While most of the films are intended for adult audiences only, there is one offered on Saturday (11/6/04), the Visionaries film on Global Education Partnership, which could be suitable for families.  This film shows many of the sites and programs in Kenya and Tanzania that ISM parent Marie Butcher (mom of 3rd grader Suraya Essi) visited this past summer.  Marie will also be speaking to the ISM community in the near future about the ongoing correspondence that has been established between ISM students and colleagues at schools in Kenya.  For more information about the UNA film festival, visit their website at www.unamontereybay.org and/or contact Marie at 649-1033.


17. INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF MONTEREY PRESENTS AFTERSCHOOL THEATER PROGRAM:  Maria Dawson, ISM’s bubbly and talented Drama instructor for grades K and 4 – 7, is now offering an exciting 8-week drama program for 4th through 7th graders!  Students will be exposed to acting techniques, movement, vocal exercises, stage direction and presence, theater games, script analysis, rehearsal, and performance – all in a positive and safe learning environment.  Come and make new friends, and as the focus is on stress-free fun, no auditions will be held and no experience is necessary.  Besides being a great opportunity to socialize with students from other grades, it will also serve as a wonderful extension to the weekly drama class provided during school hours.  Some of the incredible benefits of drama include: self-confidence, communication, self-expression, cooperation, creativity, and trust.  The fee to participate is $100 per student (average of $4.17 per class hour) and checks may be made payable to Maria Dawson.  Class size is limited to 15 students and registration is on a first come-first served basis.  A flyer and registration form will be distributed shortly; to sign up, please complete the registration form on the back side of the flyer and return with your child.  Contact Maria Dawson at mdawson@ismonterey.org for further information.  Students will participate in a culminating performance on Wednesday, January 28th for viewing by family members and friends.

18. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:

· COORDINATOR FOUND FOR CAMPBELLS LABELS FOR EDUCATION PROGAM:  Thank you to Gina Bence (mother of 1st graders Ben and Georgia) for stepping forward to coordinate ISM’s participation in this program!  She will join Lisa Seva’aetasi (Boxtops program) and John Nahas (Escrip) in purchasing/shopping related fundraising activities.  

SEE PAGE 6 FOR SCHOOL CALENDAR

	OCTOBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	WED, OCT 27TH 
	deadline to order hot lunch for week of 
nov. 1 - 5
	

	FRI, OCT 29TH 
	HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL / FREE DRESS DAY / pizza fundraiser
	

	NOVEMBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, NOV 1ST
	AFTERSCHOOL REMEDIATION PROGRAM BEGINS
	7:30 – 7:45 AM (K-3)

3:00 – 3:30 PM (4-7)

	WED, NOV 3RD – DEC 15TH (NO CLASS 11/24/04)
	SESSION #2 OF AFTERSCHOOL CHESS PROGRAM
	3:45 – 4:45 PM

	FRI, NOV 5TH 
	END OF 1ST QTR (47 DAYS)

START OF SESSION #2 OF SCHOOLWIDE ENRICHMENT MODEL
	1:40 – 3:00 PM

	MON, NOV 8TH - 
FRI, NOV. 19TH 
	Nov. 8th: Parent nominations due for ssc

Student / Parent / teacher conferences


	By Appointment Per Teacher

	WED, NOV 10TH 
	SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL (SSC) MEETING

ISM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	THURS, NOV 11TH  
	VETERAN’S DAY HOLIDAY
	NO SCHOOL!

	SAT, NOV 13TH 
	NOVEMBER saturday site work day
	9:30 AM – 1:00 PM

	MON, NOV 15TH  
	8-WEEK SESSION OF AFTERSCHOOL THEATER BEGINS
	3:15 – 4:45 PM
ISM MULTIUSE RM

	TUES, NOV 16TH  
	DANCING THRU THE DECADES FOR GRADES K-7 
(NEW DATE!!
	5:30 – 7:00 PM

	FRI, NOV 19TH 
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY 
	

	TUES, NOV 23RD 
	MRS. PEGHER’S LAST DAY!  (
	

	WED, NOV 24TH 
	no afterschool chess program today!
	

	THURS, NOV 25TH &

FRI, NOV 26TH 
	THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
	NO SCHOOL!
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