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Weekly News Brief 

Monday, October 4, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning October 4th, 2004.  Please take the time to read this document regularly – either per hard copy or email attachment – to stay well informed of ISM happenings relevant to your family.  For those community members interested in submitting news brief articles, please forward written submittals to Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org by Thursday preceding publication.  Thank you!

1. UPDATE ON THE MOVE: The new official moving date, as you have hopefully all heard, is during our Winter break (12/20/04 – 1/3/05). This gives us a bit more breathing room for planning and prepping purposes, which is a huge stress-reliever.

For those of you who were unable to attend last Wednesday’s parent meeting, one issue, which was discussed and we need immediate feedback on is the new hours, once we move. The shift in schedule is critical not only to the drop-off and pick-up traffic, but to scheduling conflicts such as lunch and recess during the school day. One concern that was brought up was by those parents that still need to be to work by 8:00 am. We will still offer cost-free early-morning drop-off at 7:35 am, so hopefully this will solve that conflict. The other major concern is in regard to after-school activities that students are participating in around the County. The suggestion of starting school at 7:30 am was quickly abandoned; however a compromise we came up with would be to push back 10 minutes (more is not possible because of the daily schedule conflicts). So, please see the attached ballot and cast your vote for one of the two following options (8:20 am – 3:20 pm or 8:30 am – 3:30 pm), and return the ballots to the office by this Friday, October 8th.

Finally, committees regarding different moving logistics will be announced at tomorrow evening’s Back to School Night (6:30 pm). Please take a moment to see where you can best help.

2. SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF: The melodic sounds coming from the multi-use room attract the spotlight this week on Mr. Bill Gee, our Instrumental Music teacher. Mr. Gee has been teaching strings, woodwinds, and brass instruments at the International School since we moved to our Larkin campus in 2002. In addition to his amusing assembly samples, he leads 39 students through band and orchestra practice every Wednesday. Mr. Gee came to Monterey in the 70’s because of a job offer to teach instrumental music for the Monterey Peninsula Unified School District, where he taught at just about every elementary school for 32 years. He holds a General Secondary credential as well as a Music Education degree with a Major in Trumpet from San Francisco College. He himself has played the trumpet since the 4th grade, but remembers wanting to play even prior to that. A true calling, Mr. Gee can still be heard playing locally with his band, the Peninsula Brass Quintet.

3. BACK-TO-SCHOOL NIGHT:  All parents are invited to join us on Tuesday, October 5th at 6:30 p.m. for our official Back-to-School Night here at the Larkin campus.  The evening will begin in the multi-use room with words of welcome by Mrs. Jahn and more detailed information regarding our upcoming move to Manzanita Elementary, to include a timetable and an opportunity to sign-up for committees needed to complete move-related tasks.  Following this, parents will break off to meet with their child(ren)’s individual teacher(s) for classroom curricular presentations and question and answer opportunities.  Please note that for students in Grades 6 and 7 who share instructors Mr. Landrum and Mrs. Shepherd, parents are invited to rotate between those two classes (Rooms 9 and 10). After attending the Back-to-School opening session in the multiuse, parents of sixth grade students can discuss math and science curriculum with Mr. Landrum and seventh grade parents can dialog with Mrs. Shephard about language arts and history subjects.  Here is an anticipated schedule for the evening for Grade 6 and 7 parents:


6:30 p.m.: 
Whole School Meeting


6:50 p.m.:
Grade 6 Math / Science (Room 9); Grade 7 Language Arts / History (Room 10)


7:15 p.m.:
Grade 7 Math / Science-(Room 9); Grade 6 Language Arts / History (Room 10)

7:35 p.m.:
Mr. Landrum and Mrs. Shepherd available in rooms

4. The United Kingdom’s Red House International School Book Club BOOK ORDERS DUE!  Just a reminder that the Red House Book Club orders, distributed last week, are due to classrooms teachers by tomorrow, Tuesday, October 5th.  When ordering, please use the converted price list printed on yellow paper only for the correct prices in U.S. dollars; the previous list was incorrect.  The Red House organization, the European entity of Scholastic Books, is providing us with a “Magic Introductory Offer” in which the first order they receive from ISM will entitle us to select 50% of our paid book value in free library books. (They mean free; no postage will be charged on these free books for the library.)  All of the prices include shipping from the U.K.; if ordering holiday gifts, please plan on 2-3 weeks for delivery.  Please make all checks payable to “ISM”.  Thank you! 

5. INTERNATIONAL WALK TO SCHOOL DAY:  Wednesday, October 6th is International Walk to School Day and it is expected that more than 3.5 million children and parents worldwide will be walking to school to celebrate the holiday.  All ISM students and their parents who are interested in supporting this event should plan on meeting at the entrance to Fisherman’s Wharf in back of the Custom House Plaza (where the monkey performs on the weekends) between 7:10 and 7:25 a.m. on Wednesday morning.  The energizing walk to ISM’s beautiful campus will begin promptly at 7:25 a.m. Thanks to the efforts of parent Yvette Satchell who arranged this event and solicited donations, a morning snack of donuts and juice will be served before the early morning walk!  One lucky participating walkee will also win a certificate for a large pizza from Schnarleys Pizza in Pacific Grove.  So, lace up your sneakers and join us on Wednesday morning!  Please contact Yvette Satchell @ yvettecarmel@yahoo.com or at 372-7063 with any questions.

6. NOTES FROM “MR. D.”:  Mr. D is not “feeling the love” required to make a quality art box.  He still needs random objects, i.e., anything that can fit in the palm of one’s hand to be used for art subjects.  If interested in donating, please drop them in the cardboard box just inside the door of room 6.  In addition, Mr. D would like to invite everyone to the first-ever ISM Poetry Slam at Morgan's in downtown Monterey on Friday, October 8th at 5:00 p.m.  Contestants will include all slam poets from Mr. D's SEM slam poetry program.  There will be also be an open mic for anyone else who would like to read a poem for the first part of this event, so bring your own poetry.  See you there!  Contact Michael Dvorak at mdvorak@ismonterey.org for more information.

7. INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC NOTES FROM MR. GEE:  Instrumental music classes for this year are off to a good start!  We currently have thirty-nine students enrolled in various instrument classes; however, it is not too late for new students to start.  Mr. Gee still has a few instruments on loan from M.P.U.S.D., which are available for rental for a fee of $50.00 for the entire school year.  He will still be accepting new students during the next two weeks (pre-break and post-break).  Following our first month of classes, it has been necessary to change the instrumental music schedule to better accommodate the number of students participating in the program, and Mr. Gee is now pleased that the schedule is working out quite well.  If parents have any questions about Instrumental Music, the instrument loan opportunity, or the schedule, please do not hesitate to contact him at bgee@ismonterey.org or call 647-1010 on Wednesdays.

8. SCHOOLWIDE ENRICHMENT MODEL (SEM):  Following our successful move to the Manzanita Elementary site and the upcoming Halloween Festival, we will be offering the second five-week session of our Schoolwide Enrichment Model beginning November 5th through December 10th.  This notice echoes Dr. Carber’s call last Friday to any community members interested in hosting a full five-week long SEM program (or contributing one or more weeks within a session).  Once again, the goal is to introduce to or reinforce for our students those athletic, cultural, scientific, artistic and other hobbies or interests that we as adults passionately pursue that “feed our souls” and benefit us on so many levels! .  To quote 4th grader Aaron Shaffer visiting the office while tending an injury, he “wished every day could be SEM Friday”, so hop on board to offer your talents and generate this level of excitement and support by our wonderful students!  Please contact coordinator Dr. Carber at scarber@ismonterey.org to discuss a potential idea or to submit a program proposal. 

9. OCTOBER HOT LUNCH PROGRAM:  The October lunch menu is now available on the information credenza across from the copy room.  All meals come with a vegetarian option similar to the listed main dish.  A daily substitute of a peanut butter and apples or peanut butter and bananas sandwich is available, upon parent request.  Except for the Last Friday Fundraiser at $5.00 per student, all daily lunches are $3.00 each.  Once again, please remember if you choose to pay on a weekly basis for this service, lunches must be pre-ordered and pre-paid by the Wednesday prior to each week.  For example, this Wednesday, October 6th is the deadline to pre-order for the week of October 18th – 22nd   Please note that as provider Lisa Wichael-Loomis pre-purchases food based on Wednesday orders, no refunds or credits will be issued for meals a child may miss due to illness or personal choice.  Completed lunch orders and payment to ISM can be forwarded directly to Miss Lisa’s cubby box in the copy room.

10. FALL BREAK PROGRAM AT ISM:  During the upcoming Fall hiatus from Monday, October 11th – Friday, October 15th, Miss Lisa Wichael-Loomis will be hosting “Game Week” at ISM from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. daily.  Participants will take a trip around the world exploring a variety of international games – card, board, party, athletic, and strategic – and even invent a one-of-a-kind game to share with each other.  If this sounds like fun and you are looking for student-care alternative during the break, come join us!  The weekly fee is $125 per student; financial assistance is available.  Spaces are limited, so be sure to register before the deadline of Monday, October 4th.

11. WHOLE SCHOOL & WHOLE STAFF PHOTO:  Please mark your calendars for Tuesday, October 19th at 8:45 a.m.   during our regularly scheduled assembly time -- for ISM’s whole school photo.  Photographer Rich Ehrlich will be returning to campus to shoot all of our students and staff in a composite photo documenting our 2004-05 school.  Parents and students, please ensure that you are looking “uniform sharp” for this picture.  The exact location of the photo is still being determined.
12. ISM COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION: The first ISM Community Organization Meeting was a great success, with good attendance and new positions filled. The main focus of the meeting was to acknowledge all of ISM’s wonderful events and activities as  well as plan the coordination of volunteers for these and other future events. Our goal is to organize well in advance and with plenty of help, to optimally use everyone’s energy without depleting totally by year’s end, so that our children can continue to enjoy the exciting, fun, and community-building activities throughout the year. Our group still needs help with planning and coordinating activities and volunteers. If you are looking for a way to fulfill your ISM volunteers hours, please consider this wonderful opportunity and attend the next meeting scheduled for Thursday, October 7th at 3:15 pm in the Library or contact one of the following: John Nahas, Chair, nahasjohn@aol.com, Leora Sanchez, Secretary, lr.sanchez@sbcglobal.net, Tina Worley, Treasurer, tinaworley@sbcglobal.net, Ellen Gaucher, elgaucher@sbcglobal.net, or Janice Barker, barkerjf1@sbcglobal.net.

13. HALLOWEEN FESTIVITIES AT ISM:  Halloween is fast approaching and coordinator Janice Barker is busily planning to make this year festival one to remember!  As always, VOLUNTEERS are needed to help run the various aspects of the day, to include a costume contest (with judging for “most scary”, “most creative”, and “funniest”), and ghoulishly fun arts and craft activities.  New this year will be a pumpkin carving contest with students encouraged to bring their home-carved pumpkins to ISM and compete for “scariest” and “funniest” creation.  Judging will be in two grade categories: Kindergarten through Grade 4 and Grades 5 – 7.  ISM community members interested in assisting with this fun-filled holiday event are asked to contact Janice Barker at 384-5524 or barkerjf1@sbcglobal.net or co-coordinator Linda Olmo at 899-5707.  We thank these two ladies for stepping forward to organize this memorable school-day event.
14. STORY FESTIVAL IN SALINAS: This delightful event will be taking place on Saturday, October 16th from 10 am – 2 pm at the Parent Center at the Salinas Adult School. Children can jump off Humpty Dumpty’s wall, visit with the three little pigs, plant Jack’s beanstalk, make a tortilla, meet Mother Goose and her goose, dance around the May Pole, joust with balloons and make a book.  There are over 40 activities related to rhymes or stories that are appropriate for children from infancy to age 8 with special areas for infants and toddlers. A special treat this year is the introduction of the just published book “HIS/HER The Shy Serpent” along with an interactive presentation by the Reptile Family including a menagerie of living reptiles one of which is a gigantic boa constrictor! 4 Ever Kids will engage families in music and dance and Ariel Theatrics will present excerpts from its musical Seussicals. Tickets are $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for children, (children under 2 are free) and include all activities.  Purchase tickets in advance and get a child’s ticket free for every adult ticket purchased.  For further information call 796-6970 or 753-5611.
15. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:

· FOUNDATION DROP-OFF BOX:  In the continuing trend of improving information flow to parents and simplifying the process of contributing to ISM, the Foundation now has a conveniently located donation box on the wall opposite the main admin office.  So, once you have evaluated your family budget and are ready to donate your family’s “fair share”, complete the contribution envelope forwarded to families several weeks ago, enclose your check, and drop it in the donation box.  Secretary / Treasurer Carrie Miles collects donations several times per week and follows up with donation value forms to all contributors.  We will establish a similar convenient location for this donation box at the Manzanita site and will inform families of its location following our move.
· LOGO CLOTHING ORDERS:  Orders are now being accepted for the very fashionable ISM clothing lineup of white polo shirts, fleece vests and jackets, sweatshirts, and hats, all of which sport an embroidered ISM logo design.  The size range includes both youth and adult sizes; so all members of the family can be outfitted with spanky ISM ware.  Refer to the attached order form for prices.  Please make all checks payable to “ISM Foundation” and forward them to the office by Friday, October 8th. 

FOR POSTING AT HOME

	OCTOBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, OCT 4TH 
	DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR FALL BREAK PROGRAM
	

	TUES, OCT 5TH 
	RED HOUSE BOOK ORDERS DUE TODAY

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT 
	6:30 PM

	WED, OCT 6TH 
	INTERNATIONAL WALK TO SCHOOL DAY

DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR HOT LUNCH: WEEK OF OCT 18TH – 22ND 
	Meet at Fisherman’s Wharf, 7:10-7:25 AM

	THURS, OCT 7TH 
	ISM Community organization mtg
	3:15 PM

	FRI, OCT 8TH
	LOGO CLOTHING DEADLINE

School start ballots due in office
	

	SAT, OCT 9TH 
	OCT SAT SITE WORK DAY
	9:30 AM – 1 PM

	MON, OCT 11TH -
FRI, OCT 15TH 
	FALL BREAK / GAME WEEK AT ISM
	9:00 AM – 5:00 PM

	TUES, OCT 19TH 
	WHOLE SCHOOL PHOTO BY RICH EHRLICH PHOTO.

P E for parents FOR GRADES K-7  (NEW DATE!!
	8:45 AM

5:30 – 7:00 PM

	WED, OCT 20TH 
	SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL (SSC) MEETING (CORRECTION)

ISM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	THURS, OCT 21ST 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MEETING
	6:00 PM

	FRI, OCT 22ND 
	DEADLINE TO SUBMIT BOXTOPS FOR CLASS CONTEST

SOCIAL FOR ISM / MANZANITA STAFF
	3:00 PM

	FRI, OCT 29TH 
	HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL / FREE DRESS DAY
	

	NOVEMBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	TUES, NOV 16TH  
	DANCING THRU THE DECADES FOR GRADES K-7 
(NEW DATE!!
	5:30 – 7:00 PM
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