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Weekly News Brief 

Monday, September 27, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning September 27, 2004.  Please take the time to read this document regularly – either per hard copy or email attachment – to stay well informed of ISM happenings relevant to your family.  For those community members interested in submitting news brief articles, please forward written submittals to Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org by Thursday preceding publication.  Thank you!

1. RELOCATION TO MANZANITA NOW OFFICIAL: By now, many of you have heard through email and various grapevines - it is official: we will be moving during our October break (10/11-15).  While this is disappointing from a timing and extra work factor (to name just a few), we need to come together as a community, as we always do, and make this a smooth and positive transition for our children, which will mean bearing the brunt of the stress ourselves (as parents and staff).  We need time to vent and grieve a bit, and then make this work, which I know we can and will do. Manzanita will not necessarily be perfect, but it will be good for us, offering us more space and a retrofitted / ADA compliant facility.  We can sail through the glitches we will more than likely face if we all keep a positive, can-do attitude. 

One change that will be immediate, beginning Monday, October 18th, is that the school day will shift from 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. to 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  Doing so will greatly reduce traffic and scheduling issues currently present at the Manzanita and King sites.  I realize that this will affect after school activities for many (my own children included) and help others with a bit more time in the morning.  Staff will be working to problem-solve early morning drop-off and after-school issues and welcomes your help.  Please plan on attending an important parent meeting this Wednesday, September 29th at 6:30 pm in the multi-use room to discuss our move further.

This notice may raise more questions than it answers and I beg for your patience; I may not have all the answers right away. I am confident in our ability to ultimately make this a challenge we overcome with many more positive outcomes than the alternative. CPJ
2. SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF: The spotlight shines this week on our Business Administrator extraordinaire, Ms. Lisa Griffin Burns, who shines brightly without any assistance.  Before managing tardies, attendance, purchasing, boo-boos, and the News Brief (to name just a few), Mrs. Burns spent her elementary school years abroad as a self-professed “foreign-service brat.”  Due to her father’s career as a diplomat in the Foreign Service, she attended schools in both Germany and the Middle East.  Coming back to the U.S. (East coast) as a teenager, she has a number of stories, which depict her reentry culture shock.  After finishing her B.A. in Business Administration at Franklin & Marshall College in Pennsylvania, she went back overseas and worked for several years for a German management and marketing consulting firm, before finally making it to the Peninsula to attend graduate school.  Like Ms. Jahn, she too is an alumnus of the Monterey Institute of International Studies (Masters in International Policy Studies). Succumbing to the beauty of the area – both its physical beauty and its wonderful people / community --, she has been here ever since, first working for the City of Monterey as a Community Center Director, starting a family (Sean, 3rd grade), helping to start the International School as a charter parent, and finally taking over the position of Business Administrator in August 2002.  Believing that it is important to engage in personal and professional pursuits with passion and commitment, she is thrilled to be a valuable member of the ISM staff and community and thanks so many of you for making each day wondrously different, challenging, and engaging.  She is our main resource for a laugh or big hug!

3. AFTERSCHOOL INTERNATIONAL (ASI):  All registered youngsters are invited to celebrate the arrival of the full moon on Tuesday, September 28th during ASI’s Harvest Moon Festival!  Parents, if your child does not regularly attend the after school program on Tuesday, but s/he wants to participate in the Harvest Festival, please give Lisa Wichael-Loomis a courtesy notification prior to Tuesday afternoon!  Again last week, community-minded ASI students gathered nearly two bags of trash from the front section of the campus alone.  Miss Lisa commented that her group likes to participate in campus clean-up activities, so she purposely varies the days they do it to allow all interested students an opportunity to help keep our campus looking tidy.  For more information on these events or the ASI program generally, please contact Lisa Wichael-Loomis directly at 647-9111 or lwloomis@ismonterey.org. 

4. OCTOBER HOT LUNCH PROGRAM:  The October lunch menu is now available on the information credenza across from the copy room.  All meals come with a vegetarian option similar to the listed main dish.  A daily substitute of a peanut butter and apples or peanut butter and bananas sandwich is available, upon parent request.  Except for the Last Friday Fundraiser at $5.00 per student, all daily lunches are $3.00 each.  Once again, please remember if you choose to pay on a weekly basis for this service, lunches must be pre-ordered and pre-paid by the Wednesday prior to each week.  For example, this Wednesday, September 29th is the deadline to pre-order for the week of October 4th – 8th.  Please note that as provider Lisa Wichael-Loomis pre-purchases food based on Wednesday orders, no refunds or credits will be issued for meals a child may miss due to illness or personal choice.  Completed lunch orders and payment to ISM can be forwarded directly to Miss Lisa’s cubby box in the copy room.


5. The United Kingdom’s Red House International School Book Club Has Arrived!  The Red House Book Club, the European entity of Scholastic, is making its inaugural appearance at ISM this week.  Attached to the order form is a converted price list in U.S. dollars.  Please refer to this when ordering.  The Red House organization is providing us with a “Magic Introductory Offer.”  On the first order from ISM our library will be entitled to select 50% of our paid book value in free books. (They mean free; no postage will be charged on these free books for the library.)  All of the prices include shipping from the U.K.; if ordering holiday gifts, please plan on 2-3 weeks for delivery.  Book orders are due to your teacher by October 5th.  Please make all checks payable to ISM. 

6. PACKING UP LIBRARY:  In the first wave of preparation for our now official move, we will be packing all Library/Media Center items this week.  Any and all help would be greatly appreciated!  Please stop by the Library during school hours to lend a hand or contact ISM’s Library Chairperson Elinda Hardy directly at elindah@ yahoo.com. Thanks!

7. BACK TO SCHOOL PHOTOS:  As a quick follow-up to last week’s student photo day, all students had their pictures taken, regardless of whether parents pre-ordered a package.  These photos will be used for student ID cards as well as yearbook photos.  For any parents who may belatedly want to order a picture package, please dialog with Rich Ehrlich directly at 449-8989 to discuss the possibilities.

8. SCHOOLWIDE ENRICHMENT MODEL (SEM):  Following our successful move to the Manzanita Elementary site and the upcoming Halloween Festival, we will be offering the second five-week session of our Schoolwide Enrichment Model beginning November 5th through December 10th.  This notice echoes Dr. Carber’s call last Friday to any community members interested in hosting a full five-week long SEM program (or contributing one or more weeks within a session).  Once again, the goal is to introduce to or reinforce for our students those athletic, cultural, scientific, artistic and other hobbies or interests that we as adults passionately pursue that “feed our souls” and benefit us on so many levels! .  To quote 4th grader Aaron Shaffer visiting the office while tending an injury, he “wished every day could be SEM Friday”, so hop on board to offer your talents and generate this level of excitement and support by our wonderful students!  Please contact coordinator Dr. Carber at scarber@ismonterey.org to discuss a potential idea or to submit a program proposal. 


9. FALL BREAK PROGRAM AT ISM:  During the upcoming Fall hiatus from Monday, October 11th – Friday, October 15th, Miss Lisa Wichael-Loomis will be hosting “Game Week” at ISM from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. daily.  Participants will take a trip around the world exploring a variety of international games – card, board, party, athletic, and strategic – and even invent a one-of-a-kind game to share with each other.  If this sounds like fun and you are looking for student-care alternative during the break, come join us!  The weekly fee is $125 per student; financial assistance is available.  Spaces are limited, so be sure to register before the deadline of Monday, October 4th.

10. LINDAMOOD-BELL’S MONTEREY LEARNING CENTER HOSTS FALL OPEN HOUSE:  Lindamood-Bell Monterey invites parents and educators to be guests at their upcoming Open House(s) scheduled for Wednesday, October 20th at 5:00 p.m. and Saturday, October 23rd at 10:00 a.m.  This private organization offers diagnostic evaluation and individualized instruction for students in reading, spelling, comprehension, math, and critical thinking.  Staff will offer informative presentations on the causes and solutions for learning challenges – including the symptoms of dyslexia, hyperlexia, autism, and attention deficit disorder.  Stop by 262 El Dorado Street, Suite 200 in Monterey if interested in learning more about Lindamood-Bell’s tutoring and educational support services or call 372-5753.

11. HALLOWEEN FESTIVITIES AT ISM:  Halloween is fast approaching and coordinator Janice Barker is busily planning to make this year festival one to remember!  As always, VOLUNTEERS are needed to help run the various aspects of the day, to include a costume contest (with judging for “most scary”, “most creative”, and “funniest”), and ghoulishly fun arts and craft activities.  New this year will be a pumpkin carving contest with students encouraged to bring their home-carved pumpkins to ISM and compete for “scariest” and “funniest” creation.  Judging will be in two grade categories: Kindergarten through Grade 4 and Grades 5 – 7.  ISM community members interested in assisting with this fun-filled holiday event are asked to contact Janice Barker at 384-5524 or barkerjf1@sbcglobal.net or co-coordinator Linda Olmo at 899-5707.  We thank these two ladies for stepping forward to organize this memorable school-day event.
12. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:

· FOUNDATION DROP-OFF BOX:  In the continuing trend of improving information flow to parents and simplifying the process of contributing to ISM, the Foundation now has a conveniently located donation box on the wall opposite the main admin office.  So, once you have evaluated your family budget and are ready to donate to the “ISM Foundation”, complete the contribution envelope forwarded to families several weeks ago, enclose your check, and drop it in the donation box.  Secretary / Treasurer Carrie Miles collects donations several times per week and follows up with donation value forms to all contributors.  We will establish a similar convenient location for this donation box at the Manzanita site and will inform families of its location following our move.
· LOGO CLOTHING ORDERS:  Orders are now being accepted for the very fashionable ISM clothing lineup of white polo shirts, fleece vests and jackets, sweatshirts, and hats, all of which sport an embroidered ISM logo design.  The size range includes both youth and adult sizes; so all members of the family can be outfitted with spanky ISM ware.  Refer to the attached order form for prices.  Please make all checks payable to “ISM Foundation” and forward them to the office by Friday, October 8th. 


FOR POSTING AT HOME

	SEPTEMBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	TUES, SEPT 28TH
	AFTERSCHOOL INTERNATIONAL HARVEST MOON CELEBRATION ( ALL ASI STUDENTS WELCOME
	2:30 - 6 PM

	WED, SEPT 29TH
	DEADLINE TO PRE-ORDER HOT LUNCHES FOR 10/4-10/8

IMPORTANT PARENT MEETING TO DISCUSS MOVE


	6:30 PM

	THURS, SEPT 30TH 
	TAIKO DRUMMING / CSUMB PERFORMING ART SERIES AT WORLD THEATER
	

	OCTOBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, OCT 4TH 
	DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR FALL BREAK PROGRAM
	

	TUES, OCT 5TH 
	RED HOUSE BOOK ORDERS DUE TODAY

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT 
	6:30 PM

	FRI, OCT 8TH
	LOGO CLOTHING DEADLINE
	

	SAT, OCT 9TH 
	OCT SAT SITE WORK DAY
	9:30 AM – 1 PM

	MON, OCT 11TH - 
FRI, OCT 15TH 
	FALL BREAK / GAME WEEK AT ISM

SCHOOL RELOCATION TO MANZANITA ELEMENTARY
	9:00 AM – 5:00 PM



	MON, OCT 18TH 
	1ST DAY @ MANZANITA ( NEW START / END TIME (  (  
	8:30 AM – 3:30 PM

	WED, OCT 20TH 
	P E for parents FOR GRADES K-3
	5:30 – 7:00 PM

	WED, OCT 20TH 
	SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL (SSC) MEETING (CORRECTION)

ISM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	THURS, OCT 21ST 
	DANCING THRU THE DECADES FOR GRADES 4-7
	5:30 – 7:00 PM

	THURS, OCT 21ST 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MEETING
	6:00 PM

	FRI, OCT 22ND 
	DEADLINE TO SUBMIT BOXTOPS FOR CLASS CONTEST

SOCIAL FOR ISM / MANZANITA STAFF
	3:00 PM

	FRI, OCT 29TH 
	HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL / FREE DRESS DAY
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