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Weekly News Brief 

Monday, September 20, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning September 20, 2004.  Please take the time to read this document regularly – either per hard copy or email attachment – to stay well informed of ISM happenings relevant to your family.  For those community members interested in submitting news brief articles, please forward written submittals to Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org by Thursday preceding publication.  Thank you!

1. WELCOME NEW STUDENT:  Ms. Beth West and her Grade 4 class welcomes its 24th member today as Conor Campbell joins ISM.  Following an observation on Friday, September 10th, Conor so enjoyed his visit to ISM that he enthusiastically shared with his family, Kim Campbell and Bill Lutz, that weekend that he wanted to transfer to ISM.  It is always exciting when new students join our community, however, we especially appreciate those arrivals who are major contributors in the decision to come to ISM.  They already understand and value the uniqueness of our inquiry-based, internationally focused curriculum and the direct role they play in it!  Conor, Kim, and Bill, welcome to our ISM community!  We look forward to getting to know you better!

2. SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF:  Mrs. Chrissie Jahn, our Executive Director, shines in the spotlight this week!  Many of you may not know that Mrs. Jahn grew up here on the Peninsula, attending 7th grade through high school locally.  She then went away to U.C. Davis to complete her undergraduate work (Bachelors in German), before returning to Monterey to pursue a graduate degree from the Monterey Institute of International Studies (M.B.A. in International Management).  During this time, she also taught German at the same high school she had previously attended.  She then followed her wanderlust by going abroad, living in Berlin, Germany for seven years, and experienced first-hand the historic collapse of the Berlin wall and the reunification of Germany.  Monterey being a place that pulls you back, Mrs. Jahn returned with her husband and baby boy (Conor Jahn, 5th grade) in 1994.  Nicolette (3rd grade) announced her arrival in 1996 and soon after in 1998, Mrs. Jahn became involved with the International School of Monterey as a Board member.  Taking over as Director in July of 2001 and with the help of a supportive board and parent group, the International School opened its doors in September to its inaugural group of 52 students.  While also maintaining a daunting schedule of professional and familial demands, she is currently two-thirds of the way through her doctoral program in Educational Leadership at the University of San Diego and remains as excited about, energized by, and dedicated to this school as she was the first day she joined the board!  We are grateful and appreciative of her amazing dedication to and leadership of ISM and thank her for her phenomenal efforts on behalf of ISM over the years!

3. NOTES FROM Mr. “D”:  We will be creating an art box made up of objects that can (more or less) fit in the palm of one’s hand to be used as subjects to be drawn and painted.  Items could be old (broken) toys, plastic cups, tools, etc.  Please drop off any contributions to the box just inside the door of room 6 anytime!  Additionally, as ISM’s art and music teacher, would like to encourage students and parents to experience professional art and music on the Monterey Peninsula.  The Performing Arts Series is just starting at CSU Monterey Bay with a spectacular performance of Taiko drumming on Thursday, September 30th at 7:30 p.m.  Tickets are pricey at $25, but worth every penny if you can afford them.  For more information or to purchase tickets, visit http://worldtheater.csumb.edu or call 582-4580.  Hope to see you all there!


4. BACK TO SCHOOL PHOTOS:  Smile, it’s photo time!  Order forms were distributed to classrooms / student folders last Thursday in preparation for this coming Thursday’s (9/23/04) photo session with Rich Ehrlich Photography, who is returning again this year to serve as the official ISM photographer.  Please refer to this order form for information on the seven different photo packages available, their cost, as well as the retake policy and reorder prices.  Please note that a school-wide photo will also be an available option; however this option is not listed.  If interested, simply mark “Plan H = 1 school photo for $10” in the “Pkg / Quantity / Cost section of the order form.  All student and class pictures will be taken outside (weather permitting).  Mr. Ehrlich does recommend wearing darker colors (i.e., navy blue polo shirt) to ensure the most pleasing photo outcomes.  All portrait order forms and payment (one envelope per child please) are due back by Wednesday, September 22nd to your child’s classroom.

5. SCHOOLWIDE ENRICHMENT MODEL (SEM):  A first-time visitor to ISM last Friday afternoon during the second week of our SEM, Schoolwide Enrichment Model, took a moment before departing to share some positive feedback with staff.  He was so impressed with the program to comment that had his school offered such an engaging and stimulating learning environment he might not have lost interest in school and ultimately dropped out.  The passion with which instructors (both staff and volunteer) were interacting with the students was refreshing to see as well as the eagerness and enthusiasm displayed by students.  This is fundamentally one of the goals of the SEM time period.  We are now readying our line-up of classes for the next six-week session following the October break.  If any community members are motivated to be providers of future SEM classes, we encourage you to contact coordinator Dr. Carver at scarber@ismonterey.org to discuss a potential idea or to submit a program proposal.  Be part of the “development team” that solidifies the Schoolwide Enrichment Model as a key representational element of our curriculum.
6. RED HOUSE BOOK CLUB:  An event “teaser” by coordinator Yvette Satchell
Be prepared…across the sea and through the air!  The “Red House International Book Club” is almost here!  Greetings from merry old England will arrive next week.  Stay tuned…….
7. AFTERSCHOOL INTERNATIONAL (ASI) HAPPENINGS:  In the tradition of this weekend’s Monterey Bay ocean floor clean up, after school participants scoured the ISM campus last week looking for wayward trash.  Campus beautification efforts yielded one full bag full of trash, with expected items like wrappers, broken pencils, and papers to the less expected roofing tiles and fireworks remnants (are the two connected?).  Thank you to all of you who are helping to ensure that we are responsible caretakers of this beautiful campus.  As mentioned last week, ASI youngsters are finalizing their fleece blanket contribution to the Monterey Chapter of Project Linus, a nationwide group of volunteers who assist seriously ill or traumatized children by lovingly providing them with security blankets.  The ASI Project Linus blanket will be on display in front of the main office beginning tomorrow for community member to view and appreciate.  As a reward for of all their community participation and to celebrate the full moon, we will be enriching our harvest theme with a Harvest Moon Festival on Tuesday, September 28th throughout the afternoon!  All registered ASI students are invited to join us; however Miss Lisa Wichael-Loomis does need prior parent notification.  Contact her at 6479111 or lwloomis@ismonterey.org. 
8. FALL BREAK PROGRAM AT ISM:  During the upcoming Fall hiatus from Monday, October 11th – Friday, October 15th, Miss Lisa Wichael-Loomis will be hosting “Game Week” at ISM from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. daily.  Participants will take a trip around the world exploring a variety of international games – card, board, party, athletic, and strategic – and even invent a one-of-a-kind game to share with each other.  If this sounds like fun and you are looking for student-care alternative during the break, come join us!  The weekly fee is $125 per student; financial assistance is available.  Spaces are limited, so be sure to register before the deadline of Monday, October 4th.

9. STUDENTS AND CELLULAR PHONES ON CAMPUS:  We recognize that complex family schedules can be eased by cellular phone communication between parents and children.  However, they are potentially disruptive in a school setting and for that reason we do no allow cell phone use during the school day.  Those students who are authorized by their parents to have a cell phone for personal use should plan on keeping the phone off during the day and safely stored in a backpack away from curiosity seekers or techno-savvy classmates.  Any students who do not abide by these procedures will have their phones removed for safekeeping in the office until the end of the day.  Thank you for you assistance in this matter!

10. CAMPING ANYONE?  The beautiful Santa Lucia Campground is a small private campground reserved entirely for ISM Friday, September 24th - Sunday, September 26th.  The site is located directly on the serene Big Sur River and has not one, but two riverside beaches that the youngsters and young-at-heart can frolic for hours.  The cost to participate in this bonding weekend is $8 per adult and $5 per child per day.  At this writing, 12 hardy camper-types have signed up and we can still accommodate 38 more fun souls.  Information / sign up flyers will be available on the information credenza across from the copy room.  Please make checks payable to “All Saints Episcopal Church”, owners of the Santa Lucia campground.  The Santa Lucia campground is located 30 miles from Monterey and is situated between the Big Sur River Inn and the Big Sur Campgrounds and Cabins.  Previous ISM campers loved the site, especially the adults who would take the path “less traveled” to the Big Sur River Inn and walk via the river to the inn for “liquid refreshment”.  For more information, contact organizer Joan Parrish at 649-5644 after Sept. 21st.  If you are interested in going for this relaxing get-away, but do not have all the requisite “camping gear”, we have extras and people are willing to share!  

11. HALLOWEEN FESTIVITIES AT ISM:  Halloween is fast approaching and coordinator Janice Barker is busily planning to make this year festival one to remember!  As always, VOLUNTEERS are needed to help run the various aspects of the day, to include a costume contest (with judging for “most scary”, “most creative”, and “funniest”), and ghoulishly fun arts and craft activities.  New this year will be a pumpkin carving contest with students encouraged to bring their home-carved pumpkins to ISM and compete for “scariest” and “funniest” creation.  Judging will be in two grade categories: Kindergarten through Grade 4 and Grades 5 – 7.  ISM community members interested in assisting with this fun-filled holiday event are asked to contact Janice Barker at 384-5524 or barkerjf1@sbcglobal.net or co-coordinator Linda Olmo at 899-5707.  We thank these two ladies for stepping forward to organize this memorable school-day event.
12. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:

· LOGO CLOTHING ORDERS:  Orders are now being accepted for the very fashionable ISM clothing lineup of white polo shirts, fleece vests and jackets, sweatshirts, and hats, all of which sport an embroidered ISM logo design.  The size range includes both youth and adult sizes; so all members of the family can be outfitted with spanky ISM ware.  Refer to the attached order form for prices.  Please make all checks payable to “ISM Foundation” and forward them to the office by Friday, October 8th. 


FOR POSTING AT HOME

	SEPTEMBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	WED, SEPT 22ND  
	DEADLINE TO ORDER LUNCHES FOR SEPT. 27TH– OCT. 1ST

DEADLINE TO RETURN PHOTO PACKET ORDERS
	

	THURS, SEPT 23RD 
	BACK TO SCHOOL PORTRAITS BY RICH EHRLICH PHOTOGRAPHY
	Beginning at 
8:30 AM

	FRI, SEPT 24TH
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY 

FRIDAY FUNDRAISER LUNCH @ $5.00 / CHILD

october school lunch menu distributed 

3RD friday of SCHOOLWIDE ENRICHMENT MODEL!
	ALL DAY

1:40 – 3:00 PM

	FRI, SEPT 24TH  - 
SUN, SEPT 26TH 
	ISM FUN CLUB CAMPING TRIP TO SANTA LUCIA CAMPGROUND IN BIG SUR
	

	THURS, SEPT 30TH 
	TAIKO DRUMMING / CSUMB PERFORMING ART SERIES AT WORLD THEATER
	

	OCTOBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, OCT 4TH 
	DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR FALL BREAK PROGRAM
	

	TUES, OCT 5TH 
	BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT 
	6:30 PM

	FRI, OCT 8TH
	LOGO CLOTHING DEADLINE
	

	SAT, OCT 9TH 
	OCT SAT SITE WORK DAY
	9:30 AM – 1 PM

	MON, OCT 11TH - 
FRI, OCT 15TH 
	FALL BREAK / GAME WEEK AT ISM
	9:00 AM – 5:00 PM

	WED, OCT 20TH 
	SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL (SSC) MEETING (CORRECTION)

ISM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
	5:30 PM

7:00 PM

	THURS, OCT 21ST 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MEETING
	6:00 PM

	FRI, OCT 22ND 
	DEADLINE TO SUBMIT BOXTOPS FOR CLASS CONTEST
	3:00 PM

	FRI, OCT 29TH 
	HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL / FREE DRESS DAY
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