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Weekly News Brief 

Monday, September 13, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning September 13, 2004.  Please take the time to read this document regularly – either per hard copy or email attachment – to stay well informed of ISM happenings relevant to your family.  For those community members interested in submitting news brief articles, please forward written submittals to Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org by Thursday preceding publication.  Thank you!

1. WELCOME NEW STUDENT:  Completing our Kindergarten program with 20 students is new Kindergartner Anjali Haridas who began school this morning.  We applaud her family, father Haridas and mother Manjusha, for making the challenging decision to transfer to ISM at this time and we welcome them to our ISM community. 

2. SITE UPDATE: We would like to thank our community for the incredible support you continue to show to the school, our staff, and, of course, the children. In challenging times, pulling together as we have certainly sends a strong message outwards, but more importantly, models for our children the communities we wish for them to build.  
After having been cc’ed on the letter from Congressman Sam Farr to Colonel Simone of the D.L.I. and Superintendent Callahan of M.P.U.S.D., and also receiving a letter from the M.P.U.S.D. Superintendent notifying us of a move to the Manzanita site in October, Mrs. Jahn met with Dr. Callahan last Friday.  Our preference to finish the school year at Larkin was reiterated.  That notwithstanding, although the Manzanita site has some logistic challenges, it was agreed that the site has the potential for being a good one for the school, provided no further moves are on the horizon.  Officially we are still slated to move in October; however Mrs. Jahn is meeting with key M.P.U.S.D. facilities, maintenance & operations, and food service staff as well as the principal of King Middle School next Wednesday onsite at Manzanita to determine whether October is a realistic timeline to accomplish the necessary preparations. The challenges themselves are not insurmountable; however, they do need to be problem-solved prior to our move. 

Many of you have asked about the Monte Vista site.  Monte Vista has been taken off the table as an option for us. There are 3-4 entities interested in leasing that entire site and not a partial site, such as Manzanita would be.  We have not been provided any official word as to who those entities are.

Attached to the letter from Dr. Callahan was a legal opinion from their attorney, which has some inaccuracies about our business practices, which need to be addressed.  We will be officially responding to those inaccuracies within the next few days, and will make both letters public, so that everyone is informed.  As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Jahn at cjahn@ismonterey.org.

3. SATURDAY WORK DAY STARS:  Despite an expectation of low turnout [by coordinator Lisa Griffin Burns (LGB)] – as the year was young, the weather was warm and beckoning, and “the move” was a potential, a hardy band of enthusiastic, helpful, and efficient parents and students emerged on campus bright and early (9:30 a.m.) ready to “effect change” over the course of the next four hours!  In what could only be described as one of the most effective Saturday work days at the Larkin campus, a group of 12 parents, including “birthday boy” and board trustee Chris Hasegawa, and new parents, Steve Moore (father of Kindergartner Kyle Worcester-Moore), Lisa and Troy Seva’aetasi (parents of 1st grader Dominique and 5th grader Alyssa), and Theresa and Peter Curatolo (parents of 6th grader Cassandra), as well as Saturday work day regulars Sungik Cho, Dave Shifflett, Doug Rodda, Sally Stock, Clara Wang completed 12+ tasks before the day was over.  The hallways were cleared of overflow tables and chairs – thereby creating safer hallways for our students to navigate, a critical back-up generator for the file server was installed, ISM Foundation banners and a donation box were hung, classroom tables and hallway doors were cleaned, playground trash removed, bathroom floors mopped, and soap and bathroom tissue replaced in bathrooms throughout the campus.  A special thanks goes to the following students for showing pride in their campus:  7th grader Lesley Hasegawa, 6th grader Cassandra Curatolo, 5th graders Victoria Hutchins, Alyssa Seva’aetasi and Emily Shifflett, 4th grader Kevin Lin, 3rd graders Sean Burns and Tessa Shifflett, and 1st graders Stephen Lin and Dominique Seva’aetasi.  It was great to see you all helping!

4. SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF:  Our Drama teachers, Mrs. Maria Dawson and Ms. Annalisa Moore share the stage in this week’s spotlight.  Mrs. Dawson (or “Dolphin” as our younger students often refer to her) has been teaching Drama at the International School with verve and vigor since we opened our doors in 2001.  As with Mrs. Pegher, she too enjoyed a brief hiatus in the Winter & Spring of 2003, when she welcomed her second daughter into the world.  We were happy to see her back in the classroom last academic year, job-sharing with Ms. Wharton, and thoroughly enjoyed the special performances by the 1st, 3rd, and 5th/6th graders at the end of the year.  This year she teaches the K and 4th – 7th grade Drama classes with hopes of one day soon beginning an after-school Drama program.  Mrs. Dawson holds a Multiple Subject Teaching Credential with an emphasis in Crosscultural, Language & Academic Development.  Additionally, you will see Ms. Moore, the most recent addition to our staff, on campus Wednesdays through Fridays when she teaches Drama to the 1st – 3rd grades. She is a graduate of CSUMB with a Bachelor of Arts in Teledramatic Arts and Technology.  She has not only taught Drama at the K-5 level, but she has also used Drama to teach literacy at various schools around the country and world.  Welcome Ms. Moore!

5. ISM LIBRARY UPDATE:  The full operations of the ISM library, with the help of Library Chairperson Elinda Hardy, will be returning shortly pending the outcome of the potential move to Manzanita Elementary.  Should that move be occurring in October, time – and manpower – is needed to organize the library for transport to Manzanita.  If, however, the timeline to move is scheduled for later in the school year, Elinda, and hopefully a team of committed volunteers, will finalize efforts to re-open the library so that students can check out library resources.  Any and all parents interested in serving on the hard-working and essential library committee headed by Elinda is invited to contact her directly at elindah@yahoo.com. 

6. UNIFORM POLICY: This is a strong reminder that the International School has a uniform dress code policy.  In addition to the shirts, pants, shorts, jumpers, and skirts, please pay close attention to the sweaters/sweatshirts, socks or tights, belts, and shoes being chosen.  Please note that students determined to not be compliance with the uniform policy will be asked to remove non-uniform items.  For a complete list of appropriate items, please refer to the Parent/Student Handbook on page 22.

7. DisneyHand TEACHER AWARDS:  The Walt Disney Company is soliciting a helping hand from parents, students, as well as teachers across the country to identify and nominate “amazing, dynamic, creative teachers who lead their students to the heights of learning.”  Outstanding teachers who are selected will be honored with monetary awards totaling over $700,000 and recognition at an awards gala.  Nominations for public, private, parochial school teachers in grades Pre-Kindergarten through 12th grades are eligible to be nominated for DisneyHand Teacher Awards, which will be accepted until Friday, October 15th.  Visit the www.DisneyHand.com website for a nomination form or phone 1-877-282-8322 toll free.  All nominees will receive a congratulatory letter and application by November 2004.  Giving teachers this type of supportive hand is the most powerful way you can thank a teacher!

8. PARENT MUSINGS: A VISIT TO DENNIS THE MENACE PARK:  Offered this week by Elizabeth Elsensohn, mother of 6th graders Eric and Nathan Elsensohn -- 
A few weeks before school started I took my sons, Eric and Nathan, and a friend to Dennis the Menace Park [in Monterey] to play.  I was sitting in the shade, under a tree in the sandbox, and got to talking with another mother who was there with her little boy.  She was French and told me that she and her husband and two sons were on vacation from Paris.  She told me her name was Genevieve and her seven-year-old son was Sebastian.  Ten-year-old son Thomas was with her husband on the beach and they would all meet up later.  Genevieve explained they had traded houses with another family locally for a two-week vacation.  They had found a local family who had children about the same ages as her boys and bicycles they could use.  She asked me if I brought my children to the park often.  I told her that although they attended a public school that it was a charter school and school would not start for a few weeks.  I told her it was called the International School of Monterey.  She asked me if the school used the International Baccalaureate Curriculum.  I was surprised and my mouth dropped open and I said, “Yes, how did she know?”  Genevieve told me that although she and her family lived in Paris, her husband worked for the Foreign Service and that they were actually living in Brussels at this time....... and that her children attended the International School in Brussels! I was amazed!  There I sat under tree in a sandbox at Dennis the Menace Park chatting to another parent whose children attend the same [type of] school as my children thousands of miles away! What a small world!
9. After School International (ASI) reaches out across campus and the Monterey Peninsula:  With students’ schedules settling down, After School International performed it's first weekly campus clean up on Friday, September 10th.  Collecting two full bags of trash from behind classrooms 5 - 10, the kids had a chance to see how they can make a difference on campus.  Each week, we will continue to have the students pick a section of the site that they want to tidy up.  A future beach clean-up day is also “in the works” to help instill pride in our community.  Also this past week, After School International started its first community involvement activity.  With help from some parents and staff, program provider, Miss Lisa, and ASI students created their first blanket for the Monterey Chapter of Project Linus.  Our design, which is a light blue fleece blanket painted with energizing blue and yellow hand prints, is now drying and should be finished by this coming Friday.  It will then be placed on display in the hallway for everyone to see along with valuable information about Project Linus.  If any families are interested in helping with this ongoing project, we would certainly welcome more donations of fleece. For more information please contact Lisa Wichael-Loomis @ lwloomis@ismonterey.com

10. SCHOOLWIDE ENRICHMENT MODEL (SEM) DEBUTS WITH SUCCESS:  An air of excitement and enthusiasm pervaded the ISM campus last Friday from 1:40 to 3:00 p.m. as we debuted our SEM, Schoolwide Enrichment Model, to students.  Following a successful trial run the previous day, designed to work out any obvious logistical “kinks”, students were eager to jump into their varied SEM classes, ranging from swimming and soccer to literary magazine production, scrapbooking, computer repair, and slam poetry.  We appreciate the numerous parent volunteers who were also on hand.  After de-briefing with students, parent providers, and staff, we can confidently say that the experience was worthwhile and inspirational to all involved, one of the premier outcomes that we desire.  If any community members are motivated to be providers of future SEM classes, we encourage you to contact coordinator Dr. Carber at scarber@ismonterey.org to discuss a potential idea or to submit a program proposal.  The students already seem “abuzz” with excitement as this coming Friday approaches, so we are off to a good start!

11. ISM CHESS PROGRAM:  A small band of ISM students joined instructor Lev Frenklakh last Wednesday to learn more about the challenging game of chess.  As enrollment is low, he is still accepting registrations for this program.  Held from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m. in ISM’s library, this class offers a convenient way to introduce your child to the world of knights, rooks, pawns, and the daunting “Check mate”.  If interested in registering, please submit checks for $60 made payable to “ISM” and mark “Chess program” on the memo line and forward to Lisa Griffin Burns in the admin office.  Mr. Frenklakh generously donates 15% of program fees to ISM as a nominal fundraiser for the school. 

12. CAMPING ANYONE?  The beautiful Santa Lucia Campground is a small private campground reserved entirely for ISM Friday, September 24th - Sunday, September 26th.  The site is located directly on the serene Big Sur River and has not one, but two riverside beaches that the youngsters and young-at-heart can frolic for hours.  The cost to participate in this bonding weekend is $8 per adult and $5 per child per day.  At this writing, 12 hardy camper-types have signed up and we can still accommodate 38 more fun souls.  Information / sign up flyers will be available on the information credenza across from the copy room.  Please make checks payable to “All Saints Episcopal Church”, owners of the Santa Lucia campground.  The Santa Lucia campground is located 30 miles from Monterey and is situated between the Big Sur River Inn and the Big Sur Campgrounds and Cabins.  Previous ISM campers loved the site, especially the adults who would take the path “less traveled” to the Big Sur River Inn and walk via the river to the inn for “liquid refreshment”.  For more information, contact organizer Joan Parrish at 649-5644 before Sept. 16th or after Sept. 21st.  If you are interested in going for this relaxing get-away, but do not have all the requisite “camping gear”, we have extras and people are willing to share!  
13. ISM BOARD MEETING DATES CHANGED:  At last week’s ISM Board meeting, trustee members voted to change the monthly meeting date to the second Wednesday of each month, with the exception of certain holidays.  Please note the change and plan on attending next month’s meeting scheduled for Wednesday, October 20th at 7:00 p.m.

14. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:

· 5% BACK TO SCHOOLS PROGRAM AT OFFICE DEPOT:  When shopping for any merchandise at Office Depot, please mention ISM’s 5% Back to Schools ID number: 70117720 and ISM receives credits for free supplies.  There are two program periods during which ISM can get these credits: July 1 through September 30 and October 1 through December 31.  Either present this number or mention to the cashier that you would like your purchases to be credited to the International School of Monterey.  The cashier will then consult a binder for ISM’s number listed above and credit our account.  This, again, is an easy yet valuable way to contribute to ISM.  


· LOGO CLOTHING ORDERS:  Orders are now being accepted for the very fashionable ISM clothing lineup of white polo shirts, fleece vests and jackets, sweatshirts, and hats, all of which sport an embroidered ISM logo design.  The size range includes both youth and adult sizes; so all members of the family can be outfitted with spanky ISM ware.  Order forms are available on the information credenza across from the copy room.  Please make all checks payable to “ISM Foundation” and forward them to the office by Friday, October 8th.  Foundation Treasurer Carrie Miles, clmiles33@aol.com, coordinates all clothing orders, and she will be happy to help you place your order.  As the holiday season is upcoming, don your Santa hat and get a jump on holiday gifts while raising money for ISM. 


· BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION:  Keep collecting those box tops right up until the deadline of Friday, October 22nd.  If you are a regular Ralphs grocery store shopper, be aware that until October 5th, you can receive “100 bonus box tops ($10 value) when you buy $40 in participating products using your Ralphs Club card.  This information comes to us directly from the 2004 Box Tops for Education (BTFE) program information kit designed to help schools achieve their greatest box top collection potential.  For more information or to inquire how you might help with this program, contact BTFE coordinator, Lisa Seva’aetasi, mother of Alyssa (Grade 5) and Dominique (Grade1). 

FOR POSTING AT HOME

	SEPTEMBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	WED, SEPT 15TH 
	DEADLINE TO ORDER LUNCHES FOR SEPT. 20TH – 24TH
	

	FRI, SEPT 17TH
	2nd friday of SCHOOLWIDE ENRICHMENT MODEL!
	1:40 – 3:00 PM

	THURS, SEPT 23RD 
	BACK TO SCHOOL PORTRAITS BY RICH EHRLICH PHOTOGRAPHY
	Beginning at 
8:30 AM

	FRI, SEPT 24TH  - 
SUN, SEPT 26TH 
	ISM FUN CLUB CAMPING TRIP TO SANTA LUCIA CAMPGROUND IN BIG SUR
	

	FRI, SEPT 24TH
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY 

FRIDAY FUNDRAISER LUNCH @ $5.00 / CHILD
	ALL DAY



	OCTOBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	TUES, OCT 5TH 
	BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT 
	6:30 PM

	FRI, OCT 8TH
	LOGO CLOTHING DEADLINE
	

	SAT, OCT 9TH 
	OCT SAT SITE WORK DAY
	9:30 AM – 1 PM

	FRI, OCT 15TH 
	DEADLINE TO SUBMIT NOMINATIONS FOR DISNEYHAND TEACHER AWARDS
	VISIT WEBSITE @ DISNEYHAND.COM OR CALL 
1-877-282-8322

	WED, OCT 20TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MEETING (TENTATIVE)

ISM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
	6:00 PM

7:00 PM

	THURS, OCT 21ST 
	SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL (SSC) MEETING
	5:30 PM

	FRI, OCT 22ND 
	DEADLINE TO SUBMIT BOXTOPS FOR CLASS CONTEST
	3:00 PM

	MON, OCT 11TH  – 
FRI, OCT 15TH 
	FALL BREAK
	

	FRI, OCT 29TH 
	HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL / FREE DRESS DAY
	


International School of Monterey   P.O. Box 711, Monterey, CA 93942-0711

Tel:  (831) 647-1010     Fax: (831) 649-5471

