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Weekly News Brief 

Tuesday, September 7, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the week beginning September 7, 2004.  Please take the time to read this document regularly – either per hard copy or email attachment – to stay well informed of ISM happenings relevant to your family.  For those community members interested in submitting news brief articles, please forward written submittals to Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org by Thursday preceding publication.  Thank you!
1. WELCOME NEW STUDENTS:  Much to the thrill of their parents, Connor Gabel (Grade 4), joined older brother, Cody (Grade 7) at ISM beginning last Monday.  The Gabels were hoping for this outcome when Cody secured a spot at ISM last year, while Connor was “waitlisted”.  We are pleased to now have both students with us!  Melissa Radler (Grade 2) was all smiles last Tuesday (following an observation day on Monday) when she joined Ms. Diamond’s class.  She was tickled to learn that both Ms. Jahn and Ms. Diamond spoke German, a language she’s now speaking at home with parents Peter and Vera.  Lastly, today is Darrius Watson’s first day at ISM.  He too joined us for an observation day last Thursday and pleased with the experience, he and his mom, Venus, decided a switch of schools would be beneficial.  We heartily welcome these new students and look forward to adding new students weekly until we are, once again, at full enrollment.  Note:  Although parents are often leery of transferring their children once the school year starts, it is a necessary consideration for families on our waiting list once they receive an invitation to join ISM.  As we still have 9 openings throughout the school yet to fill, we certainly encourage existing families to reach out to any members of the waiting list that they may know and share information about ISM and its curriculum.  This has an amazingly powerful effect of creating a welcoming environment, despite the time of year, once we extend an invitation to join ISM.

2. INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF MONTEREY SCORES WELL ON STAR TESTS: As many of you may have heard, the State Accountability Progress Reports were made public one week ago and the International School has scored highest in the District by more than 25 points.  And more importantly, we improved for the third consecutive year, this time by 29 points! Surprisingly, the scores have not been reported in the local papers.  Although this is only one assessment tool used at the International School, we are nonetheless proud of the results and believe the results are reflective of the quality all-round program offered here.  Reports can be accessed through the California Department of Education website at http://ayp.cde.ca.gov/reports.asp. 

3. SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF: Mrs. Carmi Pegher is the focus of this week’s spotlight.  Mrs. Pegher took over our P.E. program at ISM in March of 2003.  She implemented our annual Field Day (last day of school) as well as P.E. for Parents night.  After a brief hiatus (read maternity leave) in the fall of 2003, she came back on a volunteer basis, introducing us to her new son, Stephen, and underscoring her love of students and P.E.  Together with 4th grade teacher Mrs. West, she invited the school community to dance through the decades last spring.  Mrs. Pegher has a Bachelor of Science in Health and P.E. and a Masters in Education with a concentration in Adapted P.E.  Sadly for us, she and her family will be relocating to the East coast at the end of the year, but she’s ours until then.  Watch next week’s News Brief for the date of the second annual P.E. for Parents evening to be scheduled soon.


4. ART / MUSIC WITH “MR. D.”:  Following last week’s “In the Spotlight” introduction, “Mr. D.” takes a moment to introduce himself to ISM Parents:  Welcome to what will be another excellent year here at ISM!  My name is Michael Dvorak, otherwise known as “Mr. D,” and I will be heading the art and music program at ISM.  This year we will be trying out something new.  Instead of having music and art once a week, we will be conducting art class twice per week for a month and then switching to music twice a week; thereby hoping to create a richer experience in both art and music.  Our first school-wide unit will be drawing with pen and pencil.  Students will learn the varying techniques artists use to create illusions and express themselves on paper.  Students are already learning applicable art skills that can be easily strengthened if practiced as little as two minutes a day outside of school hours.  If anyone has any books, contacts / phone numbers of local artists, or materials which could enrich the students’ experience, please feel free to contribute!  “Mr. D.” can be contacted at mdvorak@ismonterey.org for more information or to donate materials.
5. ISM BENEFITS FROM GRANT TO M.I.I.S.:  The Chapman Foundation provided a generous grant to the Technology Center at the Monterey Institute of International Studies (M.I.I.S.), which will directly benefit students at three local schools – ISM, Los Arboles Middle School in Marina, and Seaside High School.  ISM instructors – by strengthening language training utilizing technology.  This past summer break, Spanish instructors Rene and Alejandra Candia, took part in a C.A.L.L., Computer Assisted Language Learning, program at MIIS and have already forwarded the information gained to fellow ISM staff during August’s orientation period, thereby becoming “trainers-of-trainers” and strengthening the skill set of a wider group of classroom instructors.  In a second phase of the program, MIIS faculty and graduate assistants will spend time onsite at ISM providing direct student instruction in the latest software applications.
6. EARLY DROP-OFF PROCEDURE:  ISM is continuing to offer the convenience of early drop-off of students beginning at 7:35 a.m. each morning under the rotating responsibility (per quarter) on Instructional Aides Miss Danae and Senorita Candia.  For liability reasons, we require that on a daily basis parents sign their child(ren) in to the program by initialing the sign-in sheet with either Miss Danae or Senorita Candia.  Please do not simply pull into the parking lot, drop off your child, and pull away as we are then unable to determine with certainty who is registered for early drop-off supervision.  In addition, the front door of ISM facing Seeno Street will be locked until 7:50 a.m.  If you typically use this door for early drop-off, please plan on entering the playground via the gate to the left of the building and make direct contact with staff.  Except for inclement weather, early drop off students are limited to the lower playground, not in the building, until classroom doors open at 7:50 a.m.  Individual teachers may open their doors earlier, on occasion.  
7. REGISTRATION PAPERWORK:  The admin office is now issuing a stronger reminder this week that approximately 25% of ISM parents still need to submit start-of-year paperwork.  For new Kindergarten families, please also ensure that we have copies of both your child’s birth certificate and immunization record in our files.  An annual report to the Monterey County Health Department on the status of our students’ immunizations is due in several weeks and we rely on this information.  The deadline to aim for is this Friday, September 10th before we initiate reminder phone calls.  Please make this task a priority! 
8. HOT LUNCH PROGRAM:  At today’s morning assembly, Ms. Lisa Wichael-Loomis, lunch and after school program provider, reinforced to students that the deadline to order hot meals – on a weekly basis -- is each Wednesday for lunches for the following week.  Vegetarian options are available; however, please make sure that the order form is clearly marked as vegetarian.  This ordering schedule ensures that Lisa knows in advance the total number of students for whom she is shopping and preparing food.  The cost per day is $3.00 per meal with the exception of the last Friday of the month meal (which serves as a fundraiser for Special Events, e.g., Halloween, Holiday program, etc.), which costs $5.00.  For those students who forget their lunch, they can pay for a lunch (at the $3.00 price) and receive a sandwich option with fruit, vegetable, and dairy items.  Order forms are available on the information table across from the copy room and completed paperwork and checks, made payable to ISM, can be dropped off directly with Ms. Wichael-Loomis in the Multi-use room or to her cubby in the copy room.  
9. GIFTED AND TALENTED ENRICHMENT (GATE):  For the first year, fourth and fifth grade students from ISM who participate weekly in MPUSD’s gifted and talented program are now traveling via school bus to Fitch Middle School for GATE classes, leaving ISM at 8:30 a.m. and returning in the afternoon at 1:10 p.m.  Pre-tested and enrolled fourth graders participate on Tuesdays and fifth graders on Thursday.  This certainly is an added convenience for ISM students and parents, and may even allow ISM to collect ADA, average daily attendance, funding for these students, which, in previous years, we were precluded from doing.  A rare combination of time saved, learning improved, and revenues enhanced…..

10. SCHOOLWIDE ENRICHMENT MODEL (SEM) / CALL FOR POTENTIAL VOLUNTEERS:  With great anticipation, ISM staff and key parent volunteers will be launching the Schoolwide Enrichment model, otherwise known as SEM, this coming Friday, September 10th from 1:40 to 3:00 p.m.  Late last week, students from all grades were asked to review the workshops offerings – ranging from physical activities such as basketball, soccer, swimming, and yoga to creative adventures into computers, the “African Project”, cooking, and literary pursuits -- and choose their top four choices.  As best as possible, students will be placed in one of their top choices this week in preparation for Friday’s classes.  This enrichment project is being coordinated by ISM’s Curriculum Coordinator, Dr. Steve Carber, who welcomes all offers of help from parents as well as recommendations of local specialists whom we could contact with invitations to contribute to this unique hands-on learning opportunity.  In order for these SEM workshops to be successful and on-going, we will be dependent on the participation of parent volunteers who can make the time commitment to present workshop(s) in their personal area of expertise, hobby, or passion – anything from knitting to skateboarding, from marine biology to billiards, so please take a moment to consider what you could offer the student community and sign up for the next six week session beginning in mid-October.  Please email your interest and workshop idea to Dr. Carber at scarber@ismonterey.org.  The students already seem “abuzz” with excitement as Friday approaches, so we are off to a good start!
11. INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGAM:  Part-time instructor Bill Gee will be on campus each Wednesday to provide instrumental music instruction in: beginning brass (trumpet and trombone), beginning strings (violin and cello) and beginning woodwinds (flute and clarinet) for Grades 3 – 7 as well as intermediate orchestra and band for more experienced performers.  At this time, group percussion lessons will not be offered.  Newly offered this year is instruction in Saxophone; however, students interested in playing this instrument should already have had one prior year of Clarinet instruction.  For further information, please contact Mr. Gee at bgee@ismonterey.org.

12. ISM CHESS PROGRAM:  Instructor Lev Frenklakh will return again this year to offer After school Chess on Wednesday afternoons from 3:45 – 4:45 p.m. in the library at a cost of $60.  The first six-week session begins this Wednesday, September 8th and concludes October 6th.  Mr. Frenklakh generously donates 15% of program fees to ISM as a nominal fundraiser for the school.  Please submit checks made payable to “ISM” and mark “Chess program” on the memo line.  

13. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:

· LOGO CLOTHING ORDERS:  Orders are now being accepted for the very fashionable ISM clothing lineup of white polo shirts, fleece vests and jackets, sweatshirts, and hats, all of which sport an embroidered ISM logo design.  The size range includes both youth and adult sizes, so all members of the family can be outfitted with spanky ISM ware.  Order forms are on the information credenza across from the copy room and all checks should be made payable to “ISM Foundation” and forwarded to the office by Friday, October 8th.  Foundation Treasurer Carrie Miles, clmiles33@aol.com, coordinates all clothing orders, so refer any questions directly to her.  As the holiday season is upcoming, don your Santa hat and get a jump on holiday gifts while helping to raise money for ISM. 


· BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION:  Coordinator Lisa Seva’aetasi writes:  It’s time for the first Boxtop for Education competition this school year!  Students are invited to submit boxtops to the collection containers available (9/8/04) in each classroom until Friday, October 22nd.  The winning class will celebrate in “cool” fashion with an ice cream party planned for Friday, October 29th.  So start collecting and help to earn money for ISM!  Thank you, Lisa Seva’aetasi, mother of Alyssa (Grade 5) and Dominique (Grade1).  P.S. A final contest will be held in March 2005; more details to follow.

FOR POSTING AT HOME

	SEPTEMBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	WED, SEPT 8TH 
	DEADLINE TO ORDER LUNCHES FOR SEPT. 13TH – 17TH

CHESS SESSION #1 (9/8-10/6) BEGINS
	3:45 –4:45 PM

	THURS, SEPT 9TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MEETING

ISM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
	6:00 PM

7:00 PM

	FRI, SEPT 10TH
	LAUNCH DAY FOR SCHOOLWIDE ENRICHMENT MODEL!
	1:40 – 3:00 PM

	SAT, SEPT 11TH
	SEPT SITE WORK DAY 
	9:30 AM – 1 PM

	THURS, SEPT 23RD 
	BACK TO SCHOOL PORTRAITS BY RICH EHRLICH PHOTOGRAPHY
	Beginning at 
8:30 AM

	FRI, SEPT 24TH
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY 

FRIDAY FUNDRAISER LUNCH @ $5.00 / CHILD
	ALL DAY



	OCTOBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	TUES, OCT 5TH 
	BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT 
	6:30 PM

	FRI, OCT 8TH
	LOGO CLOTHING DEADLINE
	

	SAT, OCT 9TH 
	OCT SAT SITE WORK DAY
	9:30 AM – 1 PM

	THURS, OCT 21ST 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MEETING

ISM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
	6:00 PM

7:00 PM

	FRI, OCT 22ND 
	DEADLINE TO SUBMIT BOXTOPS FOR CLASS CONTEST
	

	MON, OCT 11 – 
FRI, OCT 15
	FALL BREAK
	

	FRI, OCT 29
	HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL / FREE DRESS DAY
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