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Weekly News Brief 

Monday, August 30, 2004

Welcome to ISM’s first weekly newsletter for the 2004-05 school year! We are looking forward to another remarkable year, full of exciting academic opportunities explored, goals met and exceeded, mistakes experienced, lessons learned, an amazing ISM community expanded and further strengthened, and wonderful memories made!  Thank you to all of you who have joined us for the journey this year. 

1. WELCOME AND WELCOME BACK FOR THE 2004-05 SCHOOL YEAR:  We are off and running with an extremely smooth start to the new school year so far.  Our student body of 185 students brings many returning faces as well as 53 brand new ones as well as 35 first time families joining our program.  The ISM faculty and staff enthusiastically welcome all of these students and their families for what we believe to be an incredible year ahead. As a note, we do still have openings in Kindergarten, Grades 2, 4, 5, and 6, which we are vigorously working on filling from our waiting list ranks.  However, as we have exhausted our minimal waiting list for Grade 7, please spread the word that we are still accepting applications, on a first-come, first served basis, for the remaining two unfilled spots in 7th grade as well as Grade 6 applications (to expand the minimal waiting list options).
Other than the classroom teachers, whom you hopefully have met by this time, we would like to introduce you to our Specialist teachers and Instructional Aides, who also interact with your students on a weekly, if not daily basis: 

· Señor Candia:  Spanish Levels 1, 1A, 1B, 2B, 3B

· Señorita Candia:  Spanish Levels 1C, 2A, 3A, and Instructional Aide to Dr. C/Mr. D and Ms. West

· Mrs. Pegher:  P.E.

· Mrs. Dawson:  Drama K, 4th, 5th, 6th, & 7th
· Miss Moore:  Drama 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
· Mr. Gee:  Instrumental Music

· Mr. Dvorak:  Music and Art, in addition to 3rd grade classroom instructor on Thursdays and Fridays

· Miss Danae:  Instructional Aide for Miss Kim, Miss Touryan, Ms. Diamond, and Mrs. Burns

· Ms. Wharton:  Instructional Aide for Mr. Spedding, Mr. Landrum, and Mrs. Shephard

· Miss Lisa Wichael-Loomis:  School hot lunch program and After School program provider (See Item #s 5 and 9)
2. SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF: Continuing this popular series from last academic year, the spotlight turns this week on Mr. Michael Dvorak, affectionately called “Mr. D” around campus.  Aside from being half of the dynamic duo of “Dr. C / Mr. D”, he interacts with all ISM students providing Art and Music instruction on Mondays through Wednesdays.  This is a role that he is reprising from our 2002-03 school year, when he jumped in mid-year to take over these two subjects.  He has spent the last year teaching in Mexico and San Diego, finishing up his Bilingual, Cross-cultural, Language and Academic Development certificate.  His energy, enthusiasm, and creativity are infectious and we are just as excited to have our “Mr. D” back as he is to be here!

3. REGISTRATION PAPERWORK:  Just a gentle reminder that just under 50 percent of families still need to turn in registration paperwork to the office.  It is especially critical that we receive Emergency cards immediately for all students on campus to ensure that we have correct information to contact parents/guardians in the event of illness or emergency and that students are released only to authorized individuals.  If you have not yet completed your packet (mailed to families in late June), please make it a priority this evening to complete all the necessary forms and return them to your child’s teacher or to the office.


4. ISM TARDY POLICY:  As we have many new students and families joining us this year, we wanted to take a moment to reiterate the school’s tardy policy.  Our school day begins promptly at 8:00 a.m. following a warning bell at 7:58 a.m. and we request that parents / carpool drivers ensure that students are in class by the 8:00 a.m. bell so that students are ready to learn at that time.  Those students who arrive after 8:00 a.m. should report first to the office for a tardy slip before going to their homeroom class.  Please note that the consequence for those students who collect five unexcused tardies in a quarter will be detention on Wednesday afternoon from 3:15 – 4:15 p.m.  

5. HOT LUNCH PROGRAM:  New to our line-up of offerings this year is a daily hot lunch program!  Do I hear applause and sighs of joy in the background?  Stepping up to manage this huge commitment is Ms. Lisa Wichael-Loomis, mother of Mercury (K) and Raven (4) Compagno, who is also the provider for the After school International program (See Item #9).  Today is the deadline to submit lunch orders for Wednesday, September 1st – Friday, September 3rd.  Following this time period, all orders will be due each Wednesday for lunches for the following week.  This ordering schedule ensures that Lisa knows in advance the total number of students for whom she is shopping and preparing food.  The cost per day is $3.00 per meal with the exception of the last Friday of the month meal (which serves as a fundraiser for Special Events, eg., Halloween, Holiday program, etc.), which costs $5.00.  Families planning on utilizing the program daily throughout September are encouraged to pay for all 5 weeks at a cost of $60 (excluding the Last Friday Fundraiser on September 24th) or $65.00 (with fundraiser).  Lunch forms are available on the information table across from the copy room and completed paperwork and checks, made payable to ISM, can be dropped off directly with Lisa in the Multi-use room or to her cubby in the copy room.  Beginning in October, we will be one of the first schools to offer the Healthy Eating Lifestyle Principles (HELP) to our students.

6. SCHOOLWIDE ENRICHMENT MODEL (SEM) / CALL FOR POTENTIAL VOLUNTEERS:  ISM’s Curriculum Coordinator, Dr. Steve Carber, distributed a flyer last Friday calling for parent volunteers to assist with our inaugural five-week SEM workshops from Friday, September 10th to October 8th.  We are piloting this exciting program for the first time this year from 1:40 to 3:00 p.m. each Friday afternoon.  Students at all grades will be able to choose from a variety of enrichment seminars offered by parents, staff, and local specialists on topics about which they personally feel passionate.  We are interested in finding parent volunteers who can make a five week commitment to present a workshop on their personal area of expertise, hobby, or passion – anything from knitting to skateboarding, from marine biology to billiards.  If you are interested in leading such a workshop and are available during the time listed above or have a recommendation for a local “specialist”, please email your interest and workshop idea to Dr. Carber at scarber@ismonterey.org.  As a staff, we are very excited about kicking off this element of our curriculum and providing the students an opportunity to learn from many members of our community!

7. INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGAM:  We will once again be offering Instrumental Music with Mr. Gee this year.  At Tuesday’s school-wide assembly (which parents are always welcome to join), he will be giving demonstrations on the various instruments being offered to students.  Sign-up forms to register your child for this program will be distributed tomorrow (8/30/04).  Mr. Gee will be offering lessons on: Violin, Cello, Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet and Trombone.  At this time, we will not be able to offer group lessons on Percussion.  Newly offered this year is instruction in Saxophone.  Students who are interested in playing this instrument should already have had one year of Clarinet instruction prior to beginning Saxophone instruction.  For further information, contact Mr. Gee at bgee@ismonterey.org.

8. MATH*ABILITY:  Enroll your child this school year in MATH*Ability provided by instructor Michael Green.  5-15 minutes per day is all it takes to buff your child's math basics into sharp focus. Just a small portion of each evening will help your child master key arithmetic skills.  How it works:  Each day, your child does 1 or 2 sheets of homework that focus on a basic skill.  On Saturdays, we test your child in ISM’s multi-purpose room to see if they have mastered their leveled material. If they pass the mastery test, they then move up to the next level. If they still need additional practice on the current skill, their packet is replenished for another seven days.  Each child moves at his/her own pace based on individualized skills and needs.  MATH*Ability is available to ISM families at a cost of $50 per year.  If interested, please enroll your child(ren) directly with Michael Greene at 484-9148.
9. AFTERSCHOOL INTERNATIONAL:  Since our inception, we have desired to host our own After school program which complements our unique international curriculum.  Thanks to the creative and organizational efforts of Ms. Lisa Wichael-Loomis, we are now offering such a program.  Beginning at 2:30 p.m. for Kindergartners and 3:00 p.m. for Grades 1-7, students will experience a rich mix of theme-based activities and enrichment programs as a natural extension to their school day.  The program concludes at 6:00 p.m.  For the schedule of fees, please refer to the registration packet on the information credenza (across from the copy room) or from Lisa in the multiuse room.  Please note that fees are based on a four-week session.  Financial assistance is available for those who qualify as well as family discounts of $20 per month per sibling.  For those families who do not require daily care, yet occasionally may need after school coverage, a drop-in fee of $25 per day is an option, depending on availability.  The thematic units for the school year are as follows: Volcanoes for August, Harvest for September, 2004 Elections for October, Movies for November, Holidays for December, Family for January, Art for February, Birds for March, the Human Body for April, Toys & Games for May, and the Monterey Bay for June.  Contact Lisa Wichael-Loomis at lwloomis@ismonterey.org or call her multiuse room direct line at 647-9111.

10. ISM CHESS PROGRAM:  Returning again this year will be our After school Chess Program with instructor, Lev Frenklakh.  Offered on Wednesday afternoons from 3:45 – 4:45 p.m. in the library, Lev offers beginning level chess instruction for six weeks at a cost of $60.  He generously donates 15% of each session’s fees to ISM.  Keep an eye out for a registration form / flyer this coming Friday.  Please make checks payable to “ISM”.

11. KORYO TAEKWONDO AT ISM:  Thanks to the efforts of Mr. Michael Bailey, ISM’s former Grade 4 and Taekwondo instructor, we will continue to offer this wonderful after school program under the direction of Master Dan Rogers, colleague of Mr. Bailey and a 4th degree World Taekwondo Federation certified black belt.  Many of us were fortunate to meet Master Rogers last spring and we are thrilled that he is continuing this valuable character and self-esteem building program this year.  It officially got underway last Thursday (8/26/04), however registrations are still being accepted for the Tuesday/Thursday/Friday weekly schedule.  The monthly subscription fee for an individual student (for September) is $95 per month and for a family is $200 per month made payable to “Daniel Rogers”.  A complete information and application packet is also available on the information table across from the copy room.  Master Rogers can be reached at MasterR@mac.com for further questions.  Please note that Master Rogers is also Red Cross First Aid and CPR trained.
12. KUDOS, THANKS, GRACIAS, DANKE:  In a wonderful show of parent volunteerism, parents Ellen Gaucher and John Nahas devoted the better part of their Saturday and Sunday to stripping and waxing – to a beautiful shine – ISM’s multiuse room floor.  The task was long overdue and noting the need, they, together with Paul Gaucher, Carrie and Grant Miles, Lourdes Nahas, Kym Shenton and Prashant Gupta who covered the $200 bill for supplies, coordinated their efforts to accomplish a much-appreciated outcome.  Thank you so much to all of you!
Two additional parents who deserve our endless thanks include Doug Rodda and Dave Shifflett who together address ISM’s technology needs, from finalizing preparations on Apple PowerSchool, to configuring printers, laptops, and our file server!  Each of these individuals has provided hundreds of hours of support to ISM – this school year alone – and we are truly grateful for their critical efforts.

13. RESCHEDULED BACK TO SCHOOL PICNIC:  With the uncertainty of the potential move to Manzanita Elementary school this summer, the original “end-of-summer / back-to-school / get-to-know-each-other” picnic at Carmel River State Beach was rescheduled for Sunday, September 5th beginning at 11:00 a.m. and lasting until everyone is exhausted with fun, food, and frivolity!  Bring a potluck dish to share, your own utensils, plates, napkins, and drinks and naturally all the relevant beach ware.  Anyone interested in bringing a portable gas or hibachi grill is definitely encouraged to do so, so we can roast hot dogs and marshmallows!  RSVP to Cynthia Duvall at cynthiaduvall01@aol.com.  This is sure to be a fun time, so plan on reserving the day now!

14. ISM FOUNDATION NOTES:

· 2004-05 FOUNDATION HANDBOOK:  Distributed for the first time prior to the beginning of this school year, it is an invaluable source of information on the Foundation, its board members, the “Family Fair Share” contribution, and frequently asked questions.  Please refer to this handbook for fundraising information pertinent to ISM.  Contact Board Chair Deborah Shifflett at shifflett@redshift.com or Treasurer/Secretary Carrie Miles at clmiles33@aol.com for more information.

FOR POSTING AT HOME

	AUGUST 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	MON, AUG 30TH 
	DEADLINE TO ORDER LUNCHES FOR SEPT. 1ST –3RD 
	

	SEPTEMBER 2004
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	TIME

	WED, SEPT 1ST 
	DEADLINE TO ORDER LUNCHES FOR SEPT. 6TH – 10TH 
	

	MON, SEPT 6TH 
	LABOR DAY HOLIDAY
	ALL DAY!

	WED, SEPT 8TH 
	DEADLINE TO ORDER LUNCHES FOR SEPT. 13TH – 17TH 
	

	THURS, SEPT 9TH 
	ISM FOUNDATION BOARD MEETING

ISM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
	6:00 PM

7:00 PM

	SAT, SEPT 11TH
	SEPT SITE WORK DAY 
	9:30 AM – 1 PM

	THURS, SEPT 23RD 
	BACK TO SCHOOL PORTRAITS BY RICH EHRLICH PHOTOGRAPHY
	Beginning at 
8:30 AM

	FRI, SEPT 24TH
	FREE DRESS FRIDAY 

FRIDAY FUNDRAISER LUNCH @ $5.00 / CHILD
	ALL DAY




International School of Monterey   P.O. Box 711, Monterey, CA 93942-0711

Tel:  (831) 647-1010     Fax: (831) 649-5471

