WEEKLY NEWS BRIEF FOR MONDAY, APRIL 25, 2005

Welcome to ISM¹s weekly newsletter for the week April 25 - 29, 2005.  Please

note that the ISM news brief is now distributed to ISM families primarily

via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving time and money.  We

appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the information contained

in this document.  To request hardcopy notification, please contact editor

Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org or call at 583-2165.

1.  NEW NEWS BRIEF FORMAT COMING SOON

We are currently developing a new format for the news brief, moving away

from the current email version which is indeed text-heavy and cumbersome to

read.  Once we successfully "test run" the new version, we will continue to

send out weekly news brief emails which include a clearly marked link to our

website.  When double-clicked, readers will be taken to a tri-color html

document with clearly organized, easier-to-read paragraphs and opportunities

for photographs.  Look for it soon!

2.  RECAP OF 4/21/05 PARENT MEETING

We thank those of you who attended last Thursday's general parent meeting.

For those of you unable to attend, what follows is a brief recap of the most

important items.

STAFFING:

With recruiting of new (as well as retaining existing) staff a high priority

over the last few months, we are happy to announce the following

assignments. This list represents the contracts that have been signed and

ratified by the board. Positions not yet filled may have had offers made and

even accepted, simply not yet ratified by the board (next board meeting is

May 11th). 

Kindergarten: Ms. Kim Reimer & Ms. Carrie Turner

1st Grade: Ms. Chantel Touryan & Ms. Mary Basu

2nd Grade: Ms. Sandrine Diamond & Ms. Bridget Sweeney

3rd Grade: Mr. Michael Dvorak & Ms. Devon Sigman

4th Grade: Ms. Beth West/Ms. Alicia Wharton

5th Grade: Ms. Sally Burns

6th Grade: Mr. Tod Spedding

7th Grade: Mrs. Sandy Shephard

Spanish: Senor Rene Candia & Senorita Alejandra Candia

Instrumental Music: Mr. Bill Gee

P.E.: Ms. Julie Livingston

Instructional Aide: Ms. Annalisa Moore, Ms. Alejandra Candia, Ms. Alicia

Wharton, Ms. Julie Livingston, & Mr. Robby Fabry

Positions in process:

8th Grade

Spanish 

Counselor

Instructional Aide

Administrative Assistant

P/T Art

P/T Music

P/T Drama

Stay tuned for brief descriptions on new staff members as well as

configurations of the middle school scheduling.

BUDDIES FOR INCOMING FAMILIES:

To welcome and help orient families new to ISM, a buddy program is being

initiated. Existing families will be given a buddy family & students given

buddy students before the end of this academic year, so that relationships

can be fostered over the summer and into next year. A similar program is

being implemented for new incoming staff as well.

SITE: 

ISM will continue to share the Manzanita campus with King students next year

- this was expected. They will continue to occupy the same space they occupy

this year - this constituted a change in expectations. In negotiating the

space we require for next year, all remaining portables on campus will be

used by ISM and we are in the process of acquiring one additional portable.

Spanish will become a mobile class for next year only, moving from class to

class instead of having their own classrooms. On the positive side, TV's

with VCR/DVD and Internet connections will be placed in each classroom,

including the portables. While we are being asked to share with more

students than originally thought, the 2006-07 school year has us occupying

the entire campus alone.

COMPUTER ACCEPTABLE USE PRACTICES & PROCEDURES:

Technology is integral to much of the research done by students here at ISM.

We were all very excited to get our computer lab unpacked and back online

this past month, especially with the additional online surveys asked of

staff, students, and parents (see item #4). For families that do not have

consistent (or any) Internet access at home, after school use of the lab has

proved very convenient. This is not only a practice we would like to

support, but also to encourage, however the time of our staff is stretched

very thinly already and appropriate supervision cannot be guaranteed after

school hours without prior consultation.

The topic of Internet safety and appropriate supervision was brought up at

our MS parents meeting last month. As a staff it was agreed that

unsupervised computer usage was not acceptable and that an adult would need

to be present if students desired access to the computers. The committee

that had been formed has been refining an Acceptable Computer Practice and

Procedures document. This document outlines the proper usage of technology

on school premises and asks for both a student and parent signature. It

should then be returned to school and will be on file in each student's CUM

file. Students must return this form in order to continue usage of the

computers on site.

For any clarifications on any items covered at the parent meeting, please

contact Mrs. Jahn (cjahn@ismonterey.org).

3.  ISM BIG SUR 5K TEAM BRINGS HOME AWARD MONIES

Yesterday morning dawned overcast and slightly chilly, but that did not

diminish the enthusiasm of the ISM team participating in the Schools Big Sur

5K fundraiser run / walk.  142 community members signed up in advance for

the race and 120+ gathered at 7:30 am at the starting line.  The beautiful

five kilometer (3.2 mile) course winds down Highway 1, down Ribera Road,

along a path overlooking Monterey Bay, and back up Highway 1 to the Carmel

Crossroads.  Prior to the event, each registrant received an event t-shirt

and upon completion of the 5K, a well-deserved event medal and a nutritious

snack bag.  A smaller component of the ISM team gathered after the race at

the stage in Marathon Village to share experiences, walking or running

times, and generally, wonderfully positive feedback about participating in

this remarkable community -- both ISM and Monterey Peninsula -- event.

Each year, schools that participate in the 5K fundraiser compete for

monetary reward checks in one of two categories: highest number of

participants as a percentage of enrollment and highest number of

participants.  Although at first disappointed that our ISM team did not win

in the percentage category, we all were elated to hear the International

School of Monterey announced as the winner of the first place award for the

highest number of participants for a school of 249 students or less.  First

grader Grace Jensen and second grader Charlotte Chuen accepted the $1000

check on behalf of their ISM teammates.  Fifth grader Jamie Berg, who

participated for the first time this year, enthused after the race that it

was great fun and that he would definitely be back again next year.  We'll

see Jamie and many of the rest of you next year to do it all again for the

fifth consecutive year.  For those of you who have raised pledge monies,

please forward them to the office by Friday, April 29th!

4. IMPORTANT ONLINE SURVEY

You should have received a form home with your students last week, asking

you to participate in an online survey as part of our school's self-study

process for accreditation. Please take the time to go to

www.globalinstitute.org and enter the code: 28407043, click "GO" to begin

the short 10 minute survey. Thanks!

5.  MIDDLE SCHOOL PARENT MEETING APRIL 28TH

The second parent meeting specifically for Middle School parents will be

held this coming Thursday, April 28th, at 6:30 pm in the multiuse room.

This will be another interactive session building upon the work we did at

our last meeting on March 23rd and work that has been done since then.  By

the end of the meeting, we will have formed a MS parent committee that can

lead the effort toward meeting the expectations we agree upon and meet

regularly to track same.

6. SPRING DANCE

The multi-purpose room will be transformed into a vision of springtime for

the Middle School Spring Dance this Friday, April 29, 2005, 6PM-8PM.  ISM

6th and 7th graders and Chartwell middle schoolers are invited to attend in

their dancing shoes.  Students planning to attend are welcome to bring one

guest, a student of grades 6-8, with prior permission from parents and

notification of the school. Free dress reflecting the theme of spring is

permitted and encouraged within the ISM dress code.  To volunteer as a

chaperone, or for more information, please contact Erin Morita at 583-2168.

Students should contact Jordan Fernandez, student body president.

7.  EARLY MORNING DROP-OFF

As a courtesy, we provide early morning drop-off beginning each morning at

7:35 am, either in the multiuse room (in inclement weather) or on the lower

level playground.  However, prior to that time, we DO NOT have staff

supervision available and any children dropped off on campus earlier are at

risk.  As a safety consideration for your child, please arrange schedules or

carpools to ensure youngsters are dropped off between 7:35 - 8:10 am only

and not any earlier.  We appreciate your  understanding.

8.  CALL FOR SEM VOLUNTEERS

Beginning next Friday, May 6th, we will be offering the last five-week

School-wide Enrichment Model (SEM) session of this school year.  To ensure

wonderful variety in our class offerings, not to mention enough for all of

our students, we do rely on parent volunteerism to support this program.

Per Miss Alicia Wharton, our Instructional Aide who assists Dr. Carber in

SEM coordination, we are looking for classes for all age groups, but

particularly for the younger set in Grades K-4.  The intent of SEM is to

expose students to a new field of interest offered by individuals --

community members, parents, staff -- who are passionate about their topic.

We have been fortunate to have had wonderful parent support this year with

classes in Taiko Drumming, Qigong, Artful Cooking, Jewelry making, Crafts,

and Russian Culture, just to name a few.  If interested in providing a SEM

class, please email your intention to Dr. Carber at scarber@ismonterey.org
by this coming Friday, April 29th or stop by the admin office to complete a

SEM form.  In your email proposal, please include a class title and

description, grades offered, and maximum number of students desired in

class.

9.  HOT LUNCH PROGRAM / AFTERSCHOOL INTERNATIONAL

Today and tomorrow, Miss Anna, ISM's stellar drama instructor, will be

pursuing the culinary arts versus dramatic arts.  She has cheerfully agreed

to step in for Miss Lisa Wichael-Loomis to provide snack bar, lunch, and

Afterschool International service for Monday and Tuesday.  Miss Lisa, who

will return on Wednesday, April 27th, has distributed the hot lunch menu for

May / June today.  Please note that on Friday, May 13th, we will be offering

a Chinese food lunch for $5.00 (which can be paid for with the other month's

meals -- to "ISM").  This special meal is a fundraiser for Heifer

International (www.heifer.org), an organization ISM has supported for four

years now.  Its goal is to break the cycle of poverty in third-world

countries by providing farm animals to needy families.  Then as "people

share their animals¹ offspring with others ​ along with their knowledge,

resources, and skills ​ an expanding network of hope, dignity, and

self-reliance is created that reaches around the globe."  Our desired school

contribution is approximately $350, which equals the amount raised earlier

this year for UNICEF tsunami relief.

10.  SOLICITATION FOR LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS

We continue to be in need of parent volunteers for the library in order to

ensure that all ISM students have access to the library during class time.

At this writing, the following times are not "staffed" which jeopardizes use

by Grades K, 3, 6, & 7:  Wednesdays from 8:30 - 9:15 am, 11:15 am - 12:15

pm, 12:15 - 1 pm, and 2:00 - 3:15 pm AND Thursdays from 11:15 am - 12:15 pm

and 12:15 - 1:15 pm.   Library Chairperson Yvette Satchell requests that all

interested parents contact her directly at yvettecarmel@yahoo.com.  Thank

you so much!

11.  STAR TESTING SCHEDULE: REMINDER

Please note that throughout next week, May 2nd - 6th, ISM students in Grades

2 - 7 will be participating in the STAR testing, with make-up testing

scheduled for the following week.  Please do not plan family outings,

vacations, doctor, dentist, or orthodontist appointments during this time

and ensure that your child is well rested and nourished.

12.  REMINDER TO LOG VOLUNTEER HOURS

We are fortunate to have so many committed parent volunteers here at ISM who

not only fulfill their required three hours per month commitment, but who

donate hundreds of hours each academic year.  We want to be sure to

acknowledge all levels of volunteerism on campus, so please remember to take

a moment to log in your hours in the volunteer binder on the credenza in the

main admin office.  This process is in addition to signing in on the visitor

clipboard in the office which simply is a record of who is on campus at any

given time.  We do not transfer that information to the volunteer log; that

is the responsibility of each volunteer.  In addition to recognizing parents

for their donated time, we are able to use volunteer hour information on

grant applications as an indicator of parent / community support of and

involvement in ISM.  Often, granting organizations want to make sure we are

"doing for ourselves" before they are willing to positively consider our

application for funding.

13.  SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM

ISM will be having three weeks of summer camp entitled "Summer Fun at ISM"

beginning June 13th through July 1st at a weekly cost of $110.  Lisa

Wichael-Loomis will, once again, serve as the program provider for these

camps.  Flyers will be distributed next week to give our current students

"first dibs" on the available slots.  Later this month, we will advertising

this same program to new ISM families, so sign up early!

14.  LAST CALL FOR YEARBOOK DEDICATION / ADVERTISEMENT PAGES

To help offset the cost of publishing the 2004-05 yearbook, yearbook staff

will be selling Dedication and Advertisement pages at $10 per business card

size space.  These pages may be used for well wishes, poetry, loving

thoughts for your child, in addition to advertising your business.  A full

page is available at a cost of $100 which could include a baby photo or

current picture of your child - or - a full page dedicated to marketing your

business to the ISM community.  Do not forget to mention these options to

family members: grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc. who may be thrilled to

send their favorite grandson/daughter, niece, or nephew words of

congratulations on the successful conclusion of another school year.  All

funds raised from these pages will directly go to reducing the purchase

price of the yearbook.  Please submit all information, relevant photos ( and

payment for the dedications and advertisements no later than Friday, April

29th.   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

ISM Fundraising News

1. ISM FOUNDATION NEWS

Watch for the new Foundation newsletter, coming this week to your email

account!

ISM Community Message Board

This section is for non-ISM activities and events of interest to our school

community.  If you have an activity that you are supporting and wish to

share with the ISM Community, please submit details on the news item to Erin

by the Thursday prior to the week when you would like to see the item

appear.  You can bring your items into the office in hard copy, or you can

email them to Erin at emorita@ismonterey.org.

1. LOS NINOS DE MONTEREY VIEJO SUMMER DAY CAMP

Los Ninos de Monterey Viejo, a summer program operated each summer by the

Monterey State Historic Park (California Department of Parks and Recreation)

working in conjunction with the Old Monterey Preservation Society, is taking

applications.  Los Ninos provides a unique educational experience for

children of Monterey Peninsula communities.  The program runs for one week,

M-F, 8:45AM ​ 12:30PM.  For students entering the 5th and 6th grades in the

fall, Session #1 is June 20-24 and Session #2 is June 27-July 1.  For

students entering the 3rd and 4th grades in the fall, Session #1 is July

11-15 and Session #2 is July 18-22.

The cost is $150 per session, which includes materials fee, snacks, and

membership to the Old Monterey Preservation Society. Some scholarships are

available. There is great demand for the program (it sells out every year),

so interested families should apply soon. Class brochures and student

applications are available at the Cooper Museum Store, 525 Polk Street,

Monterey. For more information, contact program registrars Toy Bryant at

831/373-1052 or Fran Tarr at 831/372-4819.
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